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CHAPTER  I. 


The  %Lnewpected  Marriage. 

A  TELL  you  what,  «ir  James,  there 
wont  be  such  another  deer  park  in  all 
Christendom;  even  my  lord  Hornby's 
will  be  nothii^.  better  than  a  grass-plot  to 
it.  By  taking  down  the  wall  which  di- 
vides Elm^rood  Park  from  the  Grove,  I 
shall  have  an  extensive  wd  beautiful  range 
£br  the  finest  herd  of  deer  that  money  can 
puTchs^.  The  house,  which  is  tasteful 
and  elegant,  I  intend  to  rail  in,  with  as 
much  of  the  shrubbery  and  lawn  as  will 
VOL.  I*  B  make 
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make  it  ornamental  to  the  park,  and  place 
in  it  my  ranger  and  gamekeeper." 

"  But  surely,  my  lord,  you  might  en- 
large your  park  without  encroaching  on 
the  property  of  lady  Isabel  Montgomery  ?" 

"  No — I  tell  you  no ;  the  earl  of  Elles- 
mere,  my  late  father-in-law,  let  every  foot 
of  land  he  had  on  long  leases,  except  these 
two  demesnes;  and  as  to  encroaching  on 
her  ladyship's  property,  I  shall  honestly 
pay  her  future  husband,  the  marquis  of 
Leverton,  for  every  inch  of  it ;  I  want  no 
pecuniary  compliments  from  any  man." 

**  But  will  lady  Isabel  marry  the  mar- 
quis P" 

"  Marry  him !  why  not,  my  lord  the 
Raven? — the  marquis  is  young,  rich,  and 
handsome,  and  so  madly  in  love,  he  offers 
cartes  blanches  for  settlements.  ,  I  intend 
to  take  Isabel  with  me  to  London  next 
week^  and,  in  three  months,  I  invite  yoUf 
sdr  James  Colville,  to  dance  at  her  wed- 
ding*  Little  Sella  was  in  a  confounded 
luirry  to  leave  Elmwood  Castle  after  her 

father^ 
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father's  death,  all  owing  to  Solomon  in 
petticoats — her  cousin,  Mrs.  Maxwell  I 
do  abominate  that  woman  ^^  she  is  as 
proud  as  Lucifer;  I  wish  I  could  offend 
her  high  mightiness  without  vexing  Isa* 
bel,  who  thinks  her  the  ne  plus  uUra  of 
perfection.  I  am  now  going  to  visit  the 
&ir  ladies  at  the  Grove,  and  before  we. 
meet  again,  sir  James,  I  will  contrive  to 
quarrel  with  Minerva  the  wise,  beyond  all 
hope  of  reconciliation.'' 

*'  It  would  be  much  more  extraordi- 
nary,'* thought  sir  James,  "  if  wisdom 
could  be  the  friend,  the  associate  of  lord 
Coldbrook.  What  a  pity  that  one  of  the 
most  beautiful  seats  in  Cumberland  should 
be  laid  waste  for  such  an  idle  whim !  How 
much  more  to  be  lamented  that  this  lovely 
young  creature  should  be  lured  or  forced 
4nto  an  union  with  the  wild,  the  worthless 
marquis  of  Leverton  !** 

Th^e  reflections  were  disturbed  by  a 
message  from  the  dean  of  R-^ — ,  reqoeqit* 
ing  to  see  sir  James  immediately;  and  the 
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young  baronet  instantly  obeyed  the  sum- 
mons of  his  much- respected  friend,  regard- 
less of  the  wintry  blast  or  the  fast*falling 
snow,  which  robed  with  fantastic  drapery 
each  leafless  tree. 

Lord  Coldbrook  frequently  stopped  to 
contemplate  his  own  unrivalled  greatness 
in  a  deer  park,  nor  once  believed  the  hand 
of  disappointment  could  blot  out  fancy's 
sketch.  The  appearance  of  Mr.  Melrosa^ 
chaplain  to  the  late  lord  Ellesmere,  riding 
down  the  avenue,  as  if  he  had  just  left 
the  house,  suddenly  dissolved  the  charm 
of  fancy's  spell  on  the  mind  of  lord  Cold- 
brook. — "  What  brings  that  clerical  cox- 
comb marauding  about  here?"  thought 
the  .earl.  "  Leverton  was  always  afraid  of 
this  silver-tongued  adventurer ;  but  when 
I  get  Isabel  once  to  London,  we  will  out- 
plot  the  priest  and  the  petticoat— ^Mrs. 
Maxwell  and  her  favourite  Melross." 

Lord  Coldbrook,  who  really  loved  his 
sister-in-law,  behaved  to  lady  Isabel  with 
the  affection  his  heart  dictated.    His  lord- 

ship 
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ship  gently  blamed  her  haste  to  leave  Elm- 
wood  Castle,  and  mentioned  the  anxious 
wish  of  lady  Coldbrook  to  see  her  sister 
in  London. — **  I  regret  extremely,  dearest 
Isabel,  our  house  is  not  sufficiently  large 
lo  acbommodate  any  more  of  your  people 
than  your  own  woman,"  and  the  earl  fixed 
his  eyes,  with  expressive  meaning,  on  Mrs. 
Maxwell. 

**  I  fear,  my  lord,  you  cannot  have  the 
exclusive  society  of  lady  Isabel ;  for  she 
is  married,  and  cannot  go ;  except  indeed 
your  lordship  will  kindly  extend  your 
invitation  to  her  husband,  Mr.  Melross ; 
three  months  ago,  at  the  express  desire  of 
the  late  lord  EUesmere,  I  witnessed  their 
union." 

To  those  unacquainted  with  the  consti- 
fotional  violence  of  lord  Coldbrook*s  tem- 
per, uncurbed  by  education,  and  unsub- 
dued by  reason,  his  lordship  must  have 
appeared  actuated  by  the  delirium  of  in- 
sanity; language  was  exhausted  in  his 
abuse  of  Mrs.  Maxwell-— in  the  vengeance 
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he  denounced  against  Mr.  Melross ;  and 
his  lordship  left  the  house,  swearing  he 
would  break  every  bone  in  his  clerical 
skin. 

**  How  fortunate,*'  said  lady  Isabel,  **  the 
marriage  of  his  cousin,  Mr.  Cleveland,  will 
keep  Melross  from  home  these  three  days  1 
By  that  time  I  hope  lord  Coldbrook  will 
be  restored  to  rationality." 

''  Don't  expect  impossibilities,  child ; 
rational  lord  Cc^dbrook  never  was — ^ra- 
tional lord  Coldbrook  will  never  be." 

''  It  may  be  all  a  lie,**  thought  the  eatl, 
as  he  hurried  on  to  Mount  Hanover^  the^ 
seat  of  sir  James  Colville-^*'  it  may  be  all 
a  lie  of  that  d<^-~— d  vixen  Mrs.  Maxwell, 
to  amuse  herself  at  my  expence :"  but  when 
he  heard  sir  James  had  been  sent  for  by 
the  dean  of  R  ■  ,  his  lordship  cursed,  in 
the  bitterness  of  his  soul,  the  coterie  com- 
bined against  him — ^sir  James  the  most  bit* 
terly  of  all. 

As  lord  Coldbrook  proceeded  on  to  Elm- 
wood  Castle,  the  village  bells  rung  merrily 
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iround,  bonfires  w^re  heaping  on  evely  side, 
and  one  was  already  bl&dng  dose  by  his 
caistie  gate. — *'  It  is  for  the  marriage  of 
Melross,"  cried  he,  fiercely  stamping,  oh 
the  earth ;  *'  how  shall  I  escape  congratu- 
lation on  this  beggar's  wedding  ?**  Witli 
fi^nzied  violeilce  lord  Coldbrook  ordered 
his  carriage^  and  soon  left  fkt  behind  the 
vUlage  of  R — — ,  its  metty  bells  and 
Uazing  bonfires. 

Very  diflTerent  motives  to  those  im- 
puted to  him  by  the  earl,  hlid  carried  sir 

James  Colville  to  the  deanery  of  R ^ : 

the  good  dear!  had  for  some  time  wished 
to  establish  in  the  village  of  R*  «■  ■*  a 
school  for  ^ucatlng  the  children  of  the 
poor,  and,  partly  fi'om  his  own  private 
ibrtune,  and  partly  from  the  contributidns 
of  the  neighbouring  gentry,  had  accumu- 
lated a  fund  sufiidently  large  to  accom- 
plish this  humane  purpose*  As  sir  James 
had  been  a  munificent  benefactor,  doctor 
Cleveland  wished  to  shew  him  a  plan  he 
bad  just  received  £rom  London  for  erect- 

b4  ing 
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ing  a  schoolhouse,  and  to  consult  him  on 
other  affairs  relative  to  the  establishment. 
While  they  were  thus  employed,  the  vil- 
lage bells  rung  oat  a  merry  peal,  and  th^ 
dean,  with  much  apparent  wixiety,  sent 
to  inquire  the  cause. 

The  servant  hastily  returned.  The  bells 
were  ringing  for  the  marriage  of  Mr.- Mel- 
ross  with  lady  Isabel  Montgomery^ 

*'  What  will  lord  Coldbrook  think-^ 
what  will  lord  CoMbrook  say  to  this  un- 
expected  marriage  ?"'  said  the  wonder-look- 
ing sir  James. 

"  It  is  very  immaterial  to  me  or  miae 
what  lord  Coldbrook  thinkson' this  or  any 
other  subject ;  not  so  lightly  do  I  appre- 
ciate the  good  opinion  of  sir  James  Col- 
ville  as  to  give  it  up,  without  a  strugglie^ 
to  the  false  representatibns  of  his  lordship, 
who  has  invariably  spoken  of  my  nephew 
as  an  upstart  and  a  beggar,  though  con>- 
scious,  at  the  satne  moment,  the  noblest 
blood  in  England  and  Scotland  ^culates 
through  the  veins  of  Melross;  arfd  U^ 

fortune 
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fortune  is  sufficdently  large,  not  only  for 
the  comforts,  but  the  elegancies  of  life.  I 
am  well  aware  lord  Coldbrook  will  accuse 
my  nephew  with  taking  an  un&ir  advan- 
tage of  the  age,  and  he  will  no  doubt  say^ 
of  the  imbecility  of  lord  EUesmere— rof  the 
youth  and  inexperience  of  his  daughter— 
to  effect  his  union  with  l^dy  Isabel  Mont- 
gomery; but  if  you,  my  young  friend, 
wOl  give  me  a  patient  hearing,  I  trust  I 
shall  convince  you  the  conduct  of  Melross 
on  this,  as  on  every  other  occasion,  is  free 
from  blemish.  As  human,  he  is  liable  to 
err;  but,  whether  his  errors  are  those  of 
the  head  or  the  heart,  I  have  never  yet 
been  able  to  ascertain— ^I  leave  them  to 
the  magnifying*  optics  of  lord  Coldbroo^ 
to  find  out.  Do  not  accuse  me  of  egotism, 
or,  when  I  speak  of  my  own  family,  of 
any  other  design  than  that  of  elucidating 
the  conduct  of  lord  EUesmere  in  bestow- 
ing the  hwd  of  his  daughter  on  my  ne- 
phew ;  and  when  you  have  heard  my  sim- 
ple' statement,  it  will,  I  trust,  secure  your 

B  5  friendship 
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friendship  for  Melross,  whose  constant  rei- 
sidence  at  the  castle  has  permitted  little 
intercourse  between  you  since  your  com- 
ing to  this  country;  and  believe  me,  sir 
JameSi  I  set  no  trifling  value  on  that  man 
whose  friendship  I  solicit  for  Melross.^ 

Highly  flattered  by  the  confiding  kind- 
ness of  the  dean,  sir  James  made  his  ac- 
knowledgments with  manly  elegance,  and 
doctor  Cleveland  commenced  his  self-allot- 
ted task. 

**  My  father,  when  he  married  lady  Jane 
Montgomery,  aunt  to  the  late  lord  Elles- 
mere,  was  esteemed  one  of  the  richest 
cotntnoners  in  England.  It  would  ill  befit 
me,  a  servant  of  the  church,  a  preacher  of 
the  Gospel,  to  rake  up  the  ashes  of  the 
dead,  the  erring  dead— my  own  father; 
suffice  it  to  say,  that  at  twenty-three  I 
V)ras  the  sole  protector  of  an  orphan  sister, 
beaiiteous  as  the  first  rose  of  summer,  ten 
years  younger  than  myself  The  inherit* 
ance^of  my  fathers  had  passed  into  other 
hands^  and  the  sons  of  aAuence  shunned 

the 
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the  ehUcketi  of  adversity.  In  this  hour  of 
trial  lord  EUesmere  was  my  only  {nend-^ 
no  other  hand  save  his  was  stretched  forth 
tb  assist  me^^no  other  voice  save  his 
poured  the  balm  of  consolation  on  my 
wounded  spirit  By  his  advice,  and  con-* 
sonant  to  my  own  wbhes  (for  who  had  I 
to  rest  upon  but  Heaven  and  him?)  I 
took  orders,  and  his  lordship  bestowed  on 
me  a  living  then  in  his  ^f^  worth  fourteen 
hundred  pounds  a-year ;  by  his  exertion^ 
also  part  of  my  inheritance,  comparatively 
small  indeed,  was  wrested  from  the  profile 
gate  hands  which  had  destroyed  my  father. 
**  Lord  Ellesmere  remained  unmarried 
till  he  was  forty-six  years  old;  he  then 
began  to  reflect  he  was  the  last  of  his  race, 
and  I  marvelled  not  a  little  when  he  com- 
municated to  me  his  intention  of  taking 
unto  himself  a  wife,  for  the  sole  purpose, 
it  should  seem,  of  perpetuating  the  noble 
line  of  Montgomery.  It  was  not  for  me 
to  investigate  the  motives  of  my  benefac* 
tor,  but  great  indeed  was  my  surprise 
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when  I  understood  his  choice  was  fixed 
upon  my  sportive  Emma.  Lord  EUes*- 
mere  was  possessed  of  many,  many  vir- 
tues ;  his  heart  was  like  pure  gold,  ster- 
ling and  undefiled;  but  his  person  and 
manners  were  little  calculated  to  secure 
the  affections  of  a  young  beauty  of  six- 
teen, artless  as  lovely.  She  confessed  the 
truth — she  could  not  love  him ;  yet  still 
he  lingered  near  her,  still  nourished  hope, 
and  basked  in  the  smile,  the  sunny  smile 
of  Emma. 

"  In  the  honourable  colonel  Melross  my 
sister  found  a  mind — a  form  congenial  to 
her  own:  he  was  then,  what  his  son  is 
now,  all  that  man  could  admire,  all  that 
kindred  angels  could  approve;  and  I  fond- 
ly hoped,  on  the  day  of  their  union,  that 
the  page  of  happiness  was  opened  fair,  and 
without  blot,  to  receive  the  names  of  Em- 
ma and  Melross. 

**  Four  years  of  happiness  almost  celes- 
tial passed  over  the  heads  of  my  darling 
Emma  and  her  husband,  when  the  regi- 

ment 


meiit  af  colonel  Mel'ross  was  oedfered  to 
Irelaj^/ where  he  had  many  friends :  the 
sliip  waS'Cast  away ;  two  sailors  only,  saved 
almost  by  mirad^  survived,  to  tell  this 
tak  of  sorrow.. 

"  Forgive  me,  my  young  fiiend,"  conti* 
nued  the  dean,  as  he  perceived  the  emo- 
tion of  sir  James  nearly  equalled  his- own, 
**  I  did  not  mean  to  afflict  you ;  I  thought 
a  lapse  of  twenty  years  had  reconciled  my 
mind  to  this  event,,  once  so  deeply  de- 
plored,  and  that  I  could  speak  of  it  now 
as  a  fatal  odcutrenee  in  another  family; 
when,  as  I  yet  spake,  the  form  of  Emma 
rose  to  my  mental  view,  lovely  as  when 
we  parted,  smiling  through  her  tears  on 
her  happy  husbarid,  as  he  placed  his  che- 
rub boy  in  my  arms^  kindly  saying  he, 
would  console  me  for  their  absence. 

"  Two  years  previous  to  this  unhappy 
period,  lord  EUesmere  married  lady  Ger- 
trude Mortimer,  an  indigent  young  wo- 
man, of  noble  family,  and  by  her  had  two 
daughters.   As  Mekoss  grew  to  manhood, 

he 


he  confided  to  me  his  intention  of  making 
him  the  husband  of  one  of  them,  dedariiig 
at  the  same  time  he  was  free  to  choose—^ 
the  son  of  Emma  should  be  his  on  his  own 
terms.  Happily  for  him,  lady  Isabel  wa^ 
the  chosen  of  his  heart ;  for  lord  Coldbrook 
had  so <  won  on  the  affections  of  lady  Grer- 
trade,  that  a  spell  seemed  to  be  cast 
around  her,,  and  she  could  see  nothing  but 
perfection  in  this  most  extraordinary.tem«» 
pared  man;  and  though  lord  EUesmere 
consented  to  her  marriage,  he  never  ap- 
proved  her  choice;  yet  it  is  but  justice  to 
say,  lord  Coldbrook  is  free  fk>m  the  many 
vices  which  disgrace  our  young  nobility, 
and,  generally  speaking,  is  a  moral  man, 
and  strictly  honourable  in  all  his  dealings. 
"  The  health  of  lady  Ellesmere  had  been 
long  declining ;  she  survived  the  marriage 
of  her  daughter  but  six  months*  Her  cou- 
sin Mrs.  Maxwell,  at  the  earnest  entreaties 
of  lady  Isabel,  took  up  her  abode  at  Elm* 
wood  Castle ;  and  when  informed  of  lord 
EUesmere's  intention  with  regard  to  my 
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fi^ew,  she  was  pleased  to  say  his  choice 
reflected  honour  on  his  judgment.  £hxi- 
wood»  the  princely  seat  cf  his  lordship's 
ancestors^  was  to  descend  to  his  first-bom, 
lady  Grcrtrude ;  he  therefore  determined  to 
enlarge  the  jointure-house  of  his  mother^ 
as  the  future  rei^detice  of  lady  Isabel  and 
her  husband  7  and  this  magnificent  habita- 
tion owes  much  of  its  present  beauty  to 
the  superior  taste  of  Mrs.  Maxwell 

'*  Melross  had  now  attained  the  proper 
age  for  ordination,  and  I  resigned  to  him 
the  former  gift  of  our  mutual  benefactor. 
From  his  father  he  inherits  twenty  thou- 
sand pounds,  which  his  mother's  portion 
and  his  faithful  guardian's  care  have  nearly 
doubled ;  and  at  my  death  he  will  heir  all 
I  possess.  I  mention  this  merely  to  prove 
Evremond  Melross  is  only  a  beggar  of 
lord  Coldbrook's  own  making. 

•*  The  chaplain  of  lord  Ellesmere  was 
suddenly  translated  to  a  better  world,  and 
his  lordship  desired  my  nephew  would  fiH 
his  station  in  the  family  till  he  became  his 

son, 
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scm,  which  was  to^  take  place  when  lady 
Isabel  had  completed  her  eighteenth  year, 
to  which  some  months  were  yet  wanting. 
It  is  unnecessary  to  say  with  what  delight 
Melroiss  became  an  inmate  of  the  same 
faabitatic^  with  his  beloved. . 

"  A  few  days  after  this  arrangement, 
Jord  Coldbrook  arrived  unexpectedly  at 
the  castle,  and  with  him  a  good-looking 
young  man,  whom  his  lordship  introduced 
•OS  the  marquis  of  Leverton.  The  unqua« 
lified  admiration  bestowed  by  the  marquis 
on  lady  Isabel  fully  explained  the  motive 
of  this  visit ;  he  had  seen  her  at  the  house 
of  lord  Coldbrook,  and  his  lordship  seemed 
to  evince,  by  his  conduct,  the  certainty  of 
success  wliieh  dwaited  the  wishes  of  his 
friend, 

"  It  was  now  Octoberj  yet  the:seft  breath 
of  summer  still  lingered  on  the  autymnal 
breeze,  and  lord  Ellesmere  invited  me  to 
take  our  usual  walk,  to  view  the  improve** 
ments  around  the  future  habitation  of  our 
children;  and  we  prayed  with  thankful 

hearts 
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hestts  to  the  great  Disposer  of  all,  that 
tiiis  little  Eden  might  prove  aa  earthly 
paradise  to  its  future  possessors.  Fatigued 
with  our  ramble,  we  entered  a  Chinese  ar- 
bour, shaded  hy  bay  and  laurel,  which 
completely  screened  us  from  casual  obser* 
vation.  We  were  scarcely  seated,  when 
the  voices  of  lord  Coldbrocd^  and  his  friend, 
in  close  consultation  behind  us,  attracted 
our  attention.  I  shall  not  pretend  to^  give 
you  a  detail  of  the  dialogue  as  it  passed— 
the  conversation  of  lord  Coldbrook^  as  you 
most  know,  in  a  great  measure  consists  in 
caUing  down  imprecations  on  his  own 
head,  or  that  of  others ;  and  his  breach  of 
the  third  commandment  is  equally  noto- 
rious and  scandalous:  I  shall  therefore 
merely  give  you  the  substance  of  this  con- 
versation,  and  the  effect  it  prbduoed  oh 
the  conduct  of  lord  EUesmere. 

*'  Lord  Hanby,  a  most  eccentric  oddity 
in  this  neighbourhood,  has  collected,  at 
vast  exprace,  from  every  quarter  of  the 
globe,  every  species  of  deer ;  and  to  make 

room. 
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room  foi*  these  four-footed  fitvourites, 
has  laid  waste  a  hamlet  on  his  estate,  the 
hihabitants  of  which  had  grown  into  wealth 
and  respectability  under  the  guardian  care 
of  his  &ther.  This  whim  fastened  on  the 
&ncy  of  lord  Coldbrook,  and  he  deter- 
mined to  outvie  his  rival  oddity:  the 
Grove  was  fixed  upoti  as  the  future  scene 
of  rivalship,  which  the  marquis  promised 
he  would  resign  to  his  friend  whenever  it 
came  into  his  possession  as  the  huiband  of 
lady  Isabel  Montgomery,  and  this  beauti- 
ful demesne  was  to  be  converted  into  a 
deer  park,  and  the  house  made  a  residence 
for  his  servants. 

^^  The  marquis  now  remarked  Melross 
was  a  dangerous  inmate  in  the  same  house 
with  a  young  girl,  who  might  be  seduced 
into  a  private  marriage  with  this  clerical 
Adonis.—*  I  wish  to  Heaven,'  cried  my 
lord,  with  great  violence,  *  old  Squaretoes 
had  popped  off  instead  of  gouty  Syntax ; 
but  I  will  prevent  this  beggar^s  wed^g ; 
he  has  been  tutored  no  doubt  by  lua  spe* 

dous 
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dous  unde  to  ptactise  on  the  inexperienoe 
of  the  daughter,  as  he  himself  has  imposed 
upon  the  imbedlity  and  dotage  of  the  fa* 
then'  Many  plans  were  formed,  and  ag 
hastily  rejected;  at  length  it  was  deter- 
mined that  kdy  Coldbrook  should  come, 
the  following  week,  to  Elmwood  Castle, 
and  prevail  on  her  father  to  part  with  lady 
Isabel  for  a  stuxt  time;  '  atid  thai,'  cried 
my  lord,  exultingly^  ^  yOu  take  her  to 
Scotland,  with  or  Without^  her  consent ; 
hereafter  she  will  gratefully  acknowledge 
hier  escape  from  these  rascally  parsons.* 

**  They  now  agreed  upon  leaving  film- 
wood  the  next  morning,  to  make  the  ne- 
cessary arrangements  for  this  Scottish  jour- 
ney* 

**  At  dinn^,  the  next  day,  lord  Elles- 
mere  behaved  with  his  usual  serenity  of 
manner,  and  excused  the  absence  of  Mel- 
rosB,  by  sa3ring  he  had. sent  him  on  parti- 
cular business  to  London.  Wh^i  the  la- 
dies had  retired^  and  I  was  left  alone  with 
the  earl,  he  remarked  the  shield  of  inte- 

^  grity 
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grity  and  honour  wbs  not  always  equal  to' 
repd:  the  shafts  of  insolence  and  malioe. — 
'  But  I  have  endeavoured  to  counteract 
the  plans  of  these  insolent  young  men — I 
have  written  by  Melross  to  my  confiden- 
tial friend,  the  bkbop  of  ,  now  in 
Xiondon,  to  procure  me  a  special  licence, 
and  Melross,  on  his  return,  shall  become 
the  husband  of  Isabel :  I  am  also  resolved 
this  marriage  shaU  be  kept  secret  till  the 
Grove  is  ready  for  their  reception.  Mel- 
ross, as  the  husband  of  my  daughter,  shaU^ 
appear  to  the  world  independent,  as  he 
really  is;  and  I  am  well  convinced  that 
his  own  house  is  the  only  security  he  can 
have  from  the  insulting  violence  of  that 
most  extraordinary  man,  lord  Coldbrook.* 

**  Three  days  after  this  conversation  the 
marriage  of  Melross  took  place,  and  we 
heard  with  infinite  satisfaction  that  the 
marquis  of  Leverton^  had  gone  to  a  distant 
part  of  the  kingdom,  to  take  possession  of 
an  estate  left  liim  by  a  near  rdation^ 

"  The  Grove^was  now  ready  to  receive 

the 
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Ijhe  youthful  pair.  A  fortnight  was  yet 
waiting  to  complete  the  eighteenth  year 
of  lady  Isabel,  and  lord  EUesmere  had 
fixed  on  her  natal  day  to  announce  to  his 
assembled  friends  the  marriage  of  his 
daughter  with  Melross.  But  who  shall 
say  the  coming  hour  is  mine  ? — two  days 
before  the  allotted  time  he  expired  on  the 
bosom  of  Emma's  child.  Lady  Isabel  re- 
moved to  her  splendid,  though  melancholy 
home,  but  filial  piety  forbade  the  bridal  gar- 
land to  decorate  the  bier  of  tlieir  deeply- 
lamented  father;  and  as  the  tomb  closed 
over  my  departed  friend,  I  felt  that  two 
links  only  remained  of  that  chain  which 
hound  me  to  earth. 

^  Indecorous,  indecent  I  might  say,  was 
the  conduct  of  lord  Coldbrook  and  hia 
fidend  on  our  late  lamented  loss,  and  the 
marquis  has  already  commenced  the  most 
splendid  preparations  for  his  nuptials  with 
lady  Isabel.  A  trusty  friend  gave  me  no- 
tice of  the  intended  visit  of  lord  Coldbrook 

to 
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to  Elmwood  Castle,  and  I  secretly  rejoiced 
that  Melross  was  obliged  to  be  absent 
from  his  own  home  at  this  period.  Mrs. 
Maxwell  imposed  upon  herself  the  task  of 
undeceiving  the  self-deluded  earl,  but  in 
what  manner  I  am  yet  to  learn.  And 
now,  my  esteemed  young  friend,  if  I  have 
too  severely  tried  that  patience  which  I 
bespoke  at  the  commencement  of  my 
simple  story,  let  the  anxiety  I  feel  to  clear 
the  fair  fame  of  Melross  from  the  asper- 
sions thrown  on  it  by  that  misguided  man, 
lord  Coldbrook,  united  with  the  wish  to 
secure  for  him  your  much-valued  friend- 
ship and  esteem',  plead  my  apology.** 

All  that  genuine  feeling  could  dictate, 
all  that  elegant  language  could  express, 
eombined  in  the  acknowledgments  made 
by  sir  James  Colville  to  the  exemplary 
dean  of  R^  ,  and,  mutually  pleased, 
and  with  increased  esteem,  they  parted. 
On  the  return  of  Mr.  Melross,  sir  James 
went  with  doctor  Cleveland  to  the  Grove, 

and 
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Vii  the  fri^idahip  so  ardently  wished  for 
by  the  dean  of  R — ^,  ended  only  with 
the  lives  of  these  amiable  young  men. 

Sir  James  had  promised  his  sister,  lady 
Milwood,  to  spend  some  time  witii  her 
that  winter  in  London,  and  a  third  letter 
had  arrived,  chiding  his  unusual  delay, 
before  the  baronet  could  separate  from  his 
friends  at  the  Grove.  At  parting,  he  of* 
&red  his  best  services  to  effect  a  recon- 
dliation  between  them  and  lord  Cold- 
brook. 

**  Spare  yourself  the  Herculean  labour, 
my  good  friend/-  said  Mrs.  Maxwell; 
^'  you  naight  as  well  expect  to  move  this 
bouse  to  Nova  Scotia,  as  to  change  an 
opinion  once  formed  by  lord  Coldbrook. 
He  detests  every  individual  in  this  family, 
except  lady  Isabel ;  and  her  marriage,  and 
his  lordship's  disappointed  whim,  will  he 
an  insuperable  barrier  to  a  reccHiciliation." 

Sir  James  determined,  though  the  ge- 
Beral  voice  was  in  favour  of  Mrs.  Max- 
well, to  try  his  persuad^ye  powers  on  lord 

Coldbrook, 
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Coldbrooky  and,  the  day  after  his  arrival 
in  London,  called  on  bis  lordship.  Sir 
James  was  received  hy  the  earl  with  sullen 
civility,  who  abruptly  asked  him  what 
carried  Mm  to  the  deanery  of  R — >-  the 
morning  he  was  blazed  and  belled  out  of 
Elm  wood?  When  sir  James  explained 
the  motive  of  his  journey  tiiither,  the  face 
of  lord  Coldbrook  brightened  into  good- 
humour  ;  he  took  the  hand  of  sir  James 
with  great  cordiality,  dedaiing  he  was 
happy  to  find  the  baronet  had  not  joined 
that  infernal  coterie  against  him. 

Sir  James  now  endeavoured  to  extenu- 
ate the  conduct  of  Melross  and  his  unde. 
•^"  Don't  tell  me,"  cried  his  lordship,  with 
great  vehemence,  ^  of  lord  Ellesmere  hav« 
ing  any  vnsh,  any  will  but  that  of  your 
old  charity-monger,  the  i^^an ;  charity  be- 
gan at  home  ynth  him,  when  he  secured 
the  prettiest  ^ri  in  England,  with  tea 
thousand  a-year,  to  his  silver-tongued  ne» 
phew.  It  sets  me  half-aiad  to  think  this 
b^gar's  bride  might  have  been  marchio- 

neas 
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liess  of  Lefvertoti.  Forgiet  and  forgive !-— 
ikH  d  n  me  if  I  dol  and  I  Would  give 
five  thousand  pounds  to  see  madam  Max* 
well  march  after  a  cart's  tail  through  the 
streets  b£  Liondoh — the  meddling  Jezebel ! 
theHecateof  Pandemotiium  l-^-Poor  little 
Bella!  the  love  I  bear  h^r- prevents  me 
fix>m  raising  such  a  hurridahe  iiround  the 
hfead  of  Melross  as  would  bloW  bis  clerical 
eurls  to  the  devil.  If  you  wish-  to  pre- 
siM^e  my  regard,  sir«^ames;  s^ak  of  these 
people  no  more;  my  resoliitiidb  is  taken^ 
dnd  is  immutable  as  the  l^ws  of  the  Medes 
^d  Persians  \  I  will  not'  %eek^  them — ^let 
tiiem-  hot  s6ek  me,." 

On  his  return  home,  th6  b6iii|ftaEiance  of 
sfa*  James  betrayed-  bis  'iHt  subeesa; — ^*  I 
knew  how  it  would  be/*  said  lord  Milwood 
— ^'/'y(Hi  migiit  as  well  expect  a  Latin  ora* 
tion  from  a  jackass,  -as  rationality  from  lord 
Gddbrook.  Melross  oi^t  to :  rejoice  at 
the  averdou  whichi  prev^nte  ibis  being  a 
diHly  Witney  to  t£e'toriifentili^  absurdity 
of-  hb'lordfifaip^s  conduct/* 
'-  yoh.  I.  c  A  week 
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A  week  passed  over,  and  sir  James, 
heard  nothing  of  lord  Coldbrook,  till  one 
evening  he  went  with  lord  and  lady  Mil* 
wood,  and  a  large  party  of  their  friends,, 
to  the  theatre.  They  were  scarcely  seated, 
when  lord  Coldbrook  suddenly  entered, 
and  placed  himself  close  beside  the  baro- 
net.— ^'  This  13^  a  devilish  snug  comer-— 
just  what  I  wanted — ^to  see,  without  be- 
ing  seen.  ILiOok  yonder ;  Hecate  has 
way^ed  her  wand«  and,  presto !  the  whole 
noble  family  x)f  MelpToss  have  made  their 
appearance,  in  propria  persond,  to  provfe. 
the  nobility  of  their  kinsman's  dan :  ay» 
madam  Maxwell,  there  you  are«— princess, 
of  mischief  and  impertinence ;  and,  faith  I 
little  Bella  looks  like  the  princess  of  the 
Diamond  Mine." 

Sir  James  now  beheld  with  real  plea^^ 
stnre  the  family  party  of  the  Grove  in  an . 
opposite  box,  ac(X>mpanied  by  a  number 
of  friends,  splendidly  dressed  and  uncom* 
monly  elegant  in  their  appearance.^—. 
^^  Who  is  that  dignified  and  very  hand-- 

.  some 


IfttSH  N£CEOMANC£B«  S7 

iame  young  man  speaking  to  Mrs.  Max- 
well?" 

**  Yornig  man !— that's  a  good  one,  faith ! 
— ^wby  he  was  class-fellow  with  my  father 
at  Eton !  -  But  he  is  a  gifted  man — the 
blessing  of  the  wizard  is  upon  him ;  baron  ' 
Melross  was  a  noted  warlock.     It  hap- 
pened with  him,  as  it  generally  does  with 
these  kind  of  gentry,   though  they  can 
bestow  wealth,  power,  and  all  the  agree- 
abllities  of  life  on  their  favourites,  they* 
continue  tliemselves  as  poor  as  the  devil 
their  master ;  and  so  it  was  with  my  lord ' 
baron,  the  wizard.  The  heir  of  Grey  thom 
was  immensely  ridi,  and  he  set  his  can-* 
traps  to  catch  him ;  the  spell  worked  well 
— he  fell  in  love  with  the  eldest  daughta*, 
p(»-tioned  off  the  second,  bought  an  estate 
for  the  eldest  son,  and  married  the  young* ' 
est  to  his  cousin,  a  rich  city  heiress ;  and 
in  return,  by  way  of  a  portion  with  his 
wierd  bride,  the  old  warlock  bestowed  on 
him  the  gift  of  ever-blooming  youth  for 
four  generations  to  come ;  and  it  is  gene- 

c  2  rally 
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fally  believed  he  bequeathed  him  his  wand 
and  his  magical  library.** 

**  Take  care,  my  lord,  how  you  give 
publicity  to  this  tale  of  scandal ;  the  ftmi- 
lies  of  Grey  thorn  and  Melross  are  not  to 
be  traduced,  or  sported  with,  by  every  idle 
tongue,  with  impunity.*' 

"  I  don't  care  a .  d ^n  about  them ; 

Leverton  told  me  the  whole  story,  and 
pointed  them  all  out  to  me  at  Edinburgh 
last  year;  but. we  took  special  care  to 
avoid  the  wizard  glen,  and  to  keep  dear 
of  the  wizard's  family.** 

^>  The  hoaxing  abilities  of  the  marquis 
require  no^^Qomment;  it  is  a  pity  heap- 
plies  his  ^talents  so  unworthily.  Be  ad- 
visedy  and  don't  embroil  yout$elf  with- 
two  noble  families,  by  repeating  this  scan- 
dalous, &ble.** 

'VLethimgc  on,**  said  lord  Milwood,  " 
softly  ^  "  don*t  embroil  yourself  with  such 
an  idiot,  who  may  quarrel  with  you  mere*, 
ly  for  want  of  understanding.^ 

Sir  James  felt  the  truth  of  this  observa-^ 

tion^ 
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tioif,  and  turned  from  his  lordship  to  look 
at  the  Melross  family.  A  change  had 
taken  place  in  the  situation  of  some  of 
the  party,  and  a  young  girl,  lovely  as  the 
faUed  Houri,  was  now  seated  by  lady 
Isabel.  Sir  James,  in  the  anxiety  to  know 
who  she  was,  forgot  his  own  anger  anil 
the  absurdity  which  had  caused  it,  and 
asked  lord  Coldbrook  the  name  of  this 
beauty  among  beauties. 

"  A  wierd  daughter  of  the  Glen,  brought 
hither  no  doubt  to  spread  her  magic  web 
to  catch  some  silly  buz-fly  of  fortune,  and 
you  are  the  first  fool  that'offers.  Come 
along,  come  out  of  the  house — come  out 
of  the  liouse,  I  say ;  or  curse  me  but  I  will 
raise  such  an  uproar  as  will  get  us  turned 
out  in  good  earnest.'' 

Appiehensive  of  incurring  the  penalty 
due  to  such  intolerant  behaviour,  sit 
James  left  the  box  in  moody  silence, 
while  his  lordship,  wiping  the  perspira- 
tion from  his  forehead,  swore  he  had  saved 

c  3  him 
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him  from  witchcrafl  by  the  sweat  of  hiff 
brow. 

Some  gei^tlemen,.  who  had  observed  the 
violent  gestures  and  heard  the  loud  voice 
of  lord  Coldbrook,  concluded  that,  in  one 
of  his  usual  fits  of  absurdity,  he  had  fas- 
tened a  quarrel  on  the  generally  esteemed 
young  baronet,  and  followed  them  into 
the  lobby  of  the  theatre,-  in  order  to  pre- 
vent any  mischief  that  mrght  ensue-  One 
•rf  them,  a  near  relative  of  sir  James,  step- 
ped forward,  and  requested  he  might  be 
allowed  to  adjust  any  little  difference  qf 
opinion  which  seemingly  had  occurred  be- 
tween them,  then  whispered  $}x  James^-^ 
"  I  thought  you  had  more  sense,  Colvill^, 
than  to  put  your  understanding  jn  com- 
petition with  that  ridiculous  oddity,  whose 
conduct  is  regulated  by  whim,,  and  whose 
manners  are  a  pest  to  society.!' 

Lord  Coldbrook  looked  on  thi*  wellr 
intentioned  peacemaker  with  great  stern* 
ness,  and  then  exclaimed—"  Who  th> 

devil 
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^vU  wants  your  interference,  my  lord 
LcHigshanks  ?  or  who  told  you  we  differed 
in  opinion,  ninny-compoop,  that  yoii  stand 
whispering  there,  sawing  the  air  with  your 
arms,  like  a  windmill  T 

Mn  Lacelles,  who  seemed  not  to  hear 
one  word  of  this  angry  address,  continued 
speaking  to  sir  James — *^  If  you  have  no 
quarrel  with  this  savage,  what  made  him 
haul  you  out  with  the  ferocity  of  a  bull- 
dog, and  make  such  an  uproar  ?" 

^  Pure  goodwill  \  but  l^e  cause  is  too 
ridiculous  to  rdate.^ 

"  As  you  have  no  affair  of  honour  on 
your  hands,"  said  Mr.  Lacelles,  in  his 
usual  mann»,  *'  come  back  with  us;  I 
hear  the  voice  of  Squalletta,  who  has  just 
commenced  her  very  best  song," 

•*  Go  back ! — ^no,.  d ^n  the  fool ! — 

What !  to  be  bewitched  V 

^  Bewitched  T  repeated  all  the  young 
men  at  once. 

•*  You  may  all  return  without  any  dan- 
ger," said  kurd  Coldbrook,  with  great  bit- 

c  4  temess; 
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terness;  *^the  little  witch  has  moFe  rgpq^ 
sensi^  than  to  cast  her  cantraps  to  catch 
any  of:^ot*." 

Sir  James,  in  an  agony  of  vexation, 
seized  the  arm  of  bis  friendly  tormentor^ 
and  hurried  into  the  street,  while  Mr.  La- 
celles, ;  scarcely  less  angry  than  his  cousin, 
declared  the  absurdity  and  impertinence 
of  that  savage  oddity  ought  ^o  preclude 
him  from  all'  civilized  society. 

It  may  not  be  unpleasant  to  give  som^ 
account  of  the  Melro$&  family  ^fpre*we 
introduce  them  to  sir  James,  who ~d6t^ 
mined,  in  bold  defiance  to  the  yrarning 
voice  of  lord  Cqidbrook,  to  call.on:hi« 
Cumberland  friends  the  next  nK)]bijQg, 
not  without  hope  of  meeting  the  witching 
daughter  of  the  Glen. 


CHAP. 
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CHAPTER  II. 


The  Wizard's  Glen. 


It  is  not  our  intention  to  give  a  laboured 
detail  of  the  feudal  greatness,  the  wide* 
extended  domains,  or  the  princely  reve^ 
nues  of  these  once-powerful  barons ;  it  ia 
eqiially  unnecessary  to  prove  whether,  by 
dvil  war,  party  feuds,  or  private  extrava* 
gance,  they  were  reduced  to  comparative 
indigence  and  quiet  obscurity;  but  the 
name  of  Melross  descended  with  unsullied 
honour,,  untamii^ed  by  treachery  or  trea* 
son^.  Those  who  are  fond  of  cloud-capt 
towers,  fortified  castles,  or  picturesque  ru; 
ins  falling  to  decay,  must  be  of  necessity 
disappointed,  for  we  regret  no  vestige  re^^ 
mained  to  be  describe,  in  the  present 
iliinily  df  MdrosSj,  of  tower,  battlement, 

c  5>  or 
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or  bastion ;  their  towers  and  towns,  with 
the  lands  on  which  they  stood,  had,  by- 
necessity  or  force,  become  the  property  of 
other  masters.  The  present,  estate,  worth 
little  more  than  eight  hundred  pounds 
a.year,  formed  no  part  of  their  original 
inheritance;  it  was  bequeathed  to  the  late 
baron  by  a  relation,  who  had  protected 
his  orphan  infancy,  his  father  having,  be<^ 
fore  his  death,  dissipated  the  last  remnant 
of  their  once-splendid  patrimony ;  and  this 
estate  was  so  firmly  entailed,  that  no  chi- 
canery of  law  could  dissever  it  from  the 
title.  No  legendary  tale  of  horror  was 
attached  to  the  spacious  and  stately  man- 
sion, which  was  neither  placed  by  the  side 
of  a  heathy  mountain,  whose  lofly  sum- 
mit, capped  by  cloud  and  vapour,  cast  a 
shade  of  gloomy  grandeur  on  the  vale,  be- 
neath-7-:or  embosomed  in  some  Highland 
glen,  rich  in  all  the  beauty  of  luxuriant 
wildness,  whidi  required  a  Highland  guide 
and  Highland  courage  to  approach. 
Gletifillan  Place,  the  residence  of  lord 

Melross, 
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Melross,  or,  as  it  was  more  generally  called) 
the  Glen,  was  situated  within  ten  miles  of 
Edinburgh ;  and  here,  withput  a  sigh 
given  to  the  former  greatness  of  his  an- 
etetors,  the  unambitious  baron  enjoyed 
the  blessings  of  domestic  harmony-7-of 
wedded  love;  and  the  first  real  a£9iction 
lord  Melross  or  his  children  ever  expe- 
rienced^ waa  the  loss  of  his  amiable  ba* 
xcmess;  she  died  when  her  eldest  son  had 
neady  completed  his  nineteenth  year.* 

Evremond  Melross  possessed  great  ener- 
gy of  character — a  solid  and  highly-culti- 
vated understanding;  his  manners  were 
full  of  native  grace  and  sweetness,  and  his 
gay  and  happy  heart  overflowed  with  the 
milk  of  human  kindness :  a  philanthropi<2 
observer  could  only  regret  in  Evremond 
Melross,,  that  his  fortune  was  not  as  simple 
as  his  heart  Archibald,  a  y^ar  younger 
^n  his  brother,  possessed  equal  attrac- 
tion of  manner,,  equal  goodness  of  heart. 
Two  gentle  little  ^rls^  the  eldest  thirteen 
years  old,  the  petted  darlings  of  their  &« 

c  6  ther 
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*theF  and  liMthersf,  cottpletid  ^e  MilTjr 
bf  tbe  ^dbwed  baran,  if  W6  es:ei^pt  Mr« 
(Mackenzie  the  fidend^  the  beloved  bf^ 
This  gentlenian  bad  been  takeo^  tft  diref 
ye^rs  (dd»  by  a  rich  relation,  whd  Ihsed  iQ 
EngMd,  to  educate  as  sole  heir  of  all  his 
'wealth ;  and  in  this  firstl^oni  of  die  Graces 
wa^  ^mbined  all  that  pofished'  elegance 
<5ould  '^ve,  all  that  science  could  bestow. 
i  Witii  the  fervid  enthuaoasm  df  first  atr 
tachn^tentf  Mackenzie  placed  his  affedions 
on  a  fcnmg  lady  of  inferior  rank  and  for- 
tune, but  so  transcendently  lovely^  so 
highly  ^fted  by  Mature  and  education,  as 
to  secure  her  empire  over  the  unsophisti** 
cAed  heart  of  her  k>ver.  With  difficulty 
his  guardian  friend  was  prevailed  upon  to 
seie  this  syren  before  he  negatived  their 
union  for  ever;  the  &ir  Maria  not  only 
conquered  hijs  tepugnanee,  but  enidaved 
his  heart;  and/ three  weeks  after  their  first 
interview,  became  his  wife. 
i  .Without  comment  or  complaint,  the 
heart-broken  Frederick  Mackekizieleft  the^ 

kingdomi 


kbgdoip,  and  rettntied  to  hi&  notite  Soot^ 
knd.    Httfittberhad  kft  hkn  ftvebun- 
dred  pounds  to  bpy  a  mourning  ring^  and 
befieraig  him  nobly  provided  for,  had  be* 
queatfaed  the  entire  of  his  fortune  to  his 
youngest  son.  .  Tins  sum  was  now  all  the 
woildly  wealth  of  Frederick  Mackmzie^ 
and  he  determined  to  go  to  India,  whe- 
ifaer  to  make  a  fortune,  or  to  lose  liis  life,  it 
mattered  not    Baron  Melross  was  pcesent 
by  accident  when  he  applied  for  this  le* 
gacy  r  the  iron  features  of  his  brother  did 
not  rekkx  lat  his^  briefly-told  tale  of  woe ; 
he  paid  the  unequal  portion  of  his  brotiier, 
took  a  prbpeir  release,  and  then  lamented 
an  engagement  iat  Edinburgh  would  de- 
prive him  of  his  dear  Frederick's^  society 
while  he  remained  in  Scotland,  which  the 
rich  Mackenzie  supposed  would  be  only 
a  few  days. 

The  cheek  of  Frederick  Mackenzie 
could  not  grow  paler — ^his^  eye  more  sad 
or  heavy ;  but  a  sigh  so  expressive  of  hope- 
less anguish  broke  from  his  tortured  bd^ 

soro. 
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som,  as  wrung  with' sympathetic  grief  the 
heart  of  the  benevolent  baron. — "  Kins^ 
mm/'  said  his  lordship,  presenting  his 
hand,  *'  L  take  it  unkindly  and  unkin&- 
roan-like,,  your  making  no  inquiry  after 
your  cousin  Amabel,  your  mother's  own 
niece.  But  we  will  not  part  tiUi  you  have 
spent  some  time  with  us  at  Glenfillan 
Place;  our  little  boys  will  eheer  you,  and 
Amabel  and.  I  will  do  our  very  best  to 
please  you.  You  need  not  hurry,  cou- 
sin Frederick,  to  seek  savages  in  India  or 
America;  I  am  grieved  to  say  we  have 
them  amongst  us  here,  even  at  our  own 
doors;?  and  the  baron  cast  a  look  of  bitter 
reproach  at  the  rich  Mackenzie. 

The  tears  that  blighted  happiness  andf 
blasted  hope  had  failed  to  draw  forth,  now 
fell  in  torrents  down  the  pallid  cheeks  of 
Mackenzie  at  the  voice  of  kindness^ 

"Poor  boy!'*  thought  the  baron,  as  he 
walked  in < silence  by  his  side,.  **  how  grie* 
vous  it  is  to  see  him  weep  so  bitterly ! 
But  it  wiU^  ease  hi^  heart,  and  do  him 

good;: 
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gookd,"  unconsdous  that  the  hig  drops  of 
sympathy  rolled  over  his  own  benevolent 
eountenance; 

Soothed  by  die  gentle  conrtesies,  the 
affectionate  tenderness  of  his  friends  at 
Glenfillaa  Place,  the  tranquillity  of  Mr. 
Mackenzie  was  in  some  degrce  restored, 
and  with  returning  strength  of  mind  the 
wish  of  independence  again  returned^  and 
he  again.determined  to  seek  it  in  a  foreign 
country ;  when,  the  sister  of  him  who  bad 
destroyed  his  peace,,  and  blighted,  his  first 
visions  of  hope  and  joy,.died,.and  left  him 
aKfe-annuity  of  three- hundred  pounds,  as 
a  trifling  act  of  retribution  for  the  unjust 
and  cruet  conduct  of  her  brotben 
-  With*  heartfelt  satisfaction  the  inhabi- 
tants of  the  Glen  heard  his  determination 
of  remaining  among  them;  but  the  face 
of  the  baron  clouded  when  Mr.  Mackenzie 
mentioned  pecuniary  recompence* — *Kiod- 
sake,  what  does  it  agnify  between  rela- 
tions  ?"  cried  he,  with  great  quickness ; 
"  what  a  stranger  is  welcome  to.  should 

make 
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make  no  dash  between  us^>  cousin  Fre-^ 
denck^V 

Mk.  Mackenzie  took  occasion  to  remark 
that  a  growmg:  family  i^uired  great  eco^ 
Domy  to  provide  for  their  future  establish- 
ment.. 

^  If  you  mean  by  economy,  that  I 
should  torn  the  hungry  and  the  naked 
from  my  door  without  relief,  it  is  a  south- 
em  creed  the  heart  of  a  Melross  could  ne^ 
Ver  yet  understands  My  little  girls  have 
already  all  the  beauty  and  sweetness  of 
their  mother.  She  was  not  ill  mated,  and 
I  required  no  better  portion.  Archibald 
must  go  to  the  wars,  as  his  forefathers 
have  done,  and  Evremond  be  content- 
with  the  fortune  I  now  enjoy,  which  nei- 
ther of  us  can  lessen." 

Every  pecuniary  arrangement  was  at 
length  made  to  the  satisfaction  of  Mr; 
Mackenzie  on  his  own  part,,  but  he  felt 
with  regret,  that  the  future  fate  of  his 
young  relatives  must  depend  in  a  great 
measure  on  that  lime  and  chance  which 

-    •  happeneth 
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hpppeneth  to  all  men.  The  edueation  of 
the  brothers  became  his  peculiar  car^  and 
the  virtues  and  the  graces,  whidb  grew 
with  their  growth,  and  strengthened  with 
their  strength,  was  not  only  the  reward  of 
his  labour,  but  the  pride,  the  pleasure  of 
his  existence. 

**  We  shall  have  another  snowdrop  of 
^the  Glen,"  remarked  the  baron ;  **  our  little 
Amabel  grows  every  day  more  like  my 
sister  Annie,** 

^  Voot  Aoni^!"  sighed  lady  Mdross, 
softly,  and  her  eyes  filled  With  teajis,  '*  I 
thought  she  W4S  rich." 

^  Ajniue  r  said  £ vretnohd,  surprised  at 
the  .unusual  emotipn  of;  his  mother. 

^  Another  tima,  my  son/*  and  her  lidy- 
ship  Iqok^ed  at  the  baron  as  if  unwilling  he 
should  hear  themt. 

Lord  Melross  soon  after  left  the  rocrna, 
aQd  f^vremond  renewed  his  inquiry  why 
the  name  of  his  auht  Mordaunt  seemed  al- 
ways  to  distress  her — **  My  father,  on  the 
contrary,  speaks  of  hear  as  rich  and  faaj^y^'* 

*•  Rich 
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**  Rich  she  is,  but  not  happy,  Evreroond 
At  sixteen  she  married  Mr.  Mordaunt; 
his  haughty  bearing,  his  lordly  manner, 
but  ill  accorded  with  the  gentle  sweetness 
of  my  sister,  and  I  earnestly  entreated  her 
to  reject  this  man  ef  wealth  and  pride* 
Her  answer  was,  why  should  she  continue 
to  burthen  her  biother,  or  disappoint  his* 
high- raised  hopes  of  greatness  for  her?^ 
Greatness  she  would  herself  forego,  oh-! 
how  freely ! — but  in  the  frateriidl  bosott 
of  her  brother  she  never  would  iraprani 
the  thorn  of  disappointment  Our  beauti*- 
ful  Annie  left  her  peaceful  home,  to  seek 
for  odier  kindred  in  another  land,  and. 
took  with  her  only  one  faithful  attendant, 
who  returned  home  weeks  after,  ta  tell 
^our  cherished  Antiie,  our  snowdrop  of  the 
Glen,  was  mated  to  splendid  misery.  This 
polished  southern  savage,  Mr.  Mordaunt, 
not  content  with  unceasingly  woynding 
the  feelings  of  his  patient  victim,  by  his 
unmanly,  insulting  remarks  on  her  kin- 
dred 9nd  her  country,  at  length  became 

jealous 
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jealous  of  poor  Annie's  affection  for  this 
her  bumble  friend,  and  banished  her  with 
Ignominy  from  his  house,  decTaring,  in 
the  gross  terms  of  unbridled  rage,  of  ty- 
itinnic  power,  one  Scotch  beggar  was  quite 
sufficient  to  support  in  idle  state.  I  could 
depend  upon  this  faithful  creature,  and 
determined  the  baron  should  never  hear 
from  her  the  hard  fate  of  our  gentle  sister; 
for  why  should  I  plant  a  thorn  in  that 
guileless  bosom  which  Annie  sacrificed 
her  peace  to  please  ?  We  frequently  re- 
ceive letters  from  England,  written  With 
such  amiable  art  as  to  deceive  the  baron 
into  a  belief  of  his  sister's  perfect  happi^ 
ness;  but  I,  who  know  the  sad  reality  of 
all  she  suf&rs  vrith  this  man  of  wealth 
and  pride,  mingle  the  tear  of  ^terly  re- 
gret with  that  of  maternal  anguish,  when 
I  reflect  my  own  portionless  snowdrops 
may  meet  a  fate  as  splaidid  and  as 
wretched*** 

**  Never  wiH  I  marry— never,  so  help 
me^  Heaven,  as  I  keep  this  vow!"  said 

Evremond^ 
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ETremondy  while  all  the  enefgy  of  his 
diameter  sparkled  in  his  eyes,  '*  until  my 
sisters  are  provided  for  as  the  daughters 
of  Melross  should  be^  or  till  I  can  secure 
them  that  independence  which  will  re- 
lease me  from  this  vow,  now  registered  ia 
heaven  and  my  own  heart,'* 

**  And  I,"  cried  Archibald,  with  equal 
enei:gy,  **  swear  to  devote  the  first  gifts  of 
fortune,  the  fiist  spoils  of  war,,  to  the  same 
fraternal  purpose ;  the  same  recording  re- 
ffster  will  answer  for  us  both." 

'VHave  you  formed  any  plan  yet,"  said 
Mr^  Mackenzie  half-jestingly,  to  his  fii- 
voorite  Evremond,  a  few  mornings  after 
this  conversation,  ^  to  secure  that  inde-- 
pendence  to  your  sist^^  you  have  so  so- 
lemnly promised  ?" 

'*  I  have  promised  to  remain  unmarried 
till  I  ooold  do  so^**  replied  Evremond,  evi- 
dently piqued  at  the  mann«  of  Macken^- 
zie's  address.  "  I  am  no  wild  theorist, 
nor  do  I  expect  to  recover  the  purse  of 
Portunatus  from  iJie  flames  whidi  burned 

it 


it  so  mafly  centuries  ago :  what  economy 
said  penBevering  indasbry  can  do,  I  am 
ready  to  perform;  and  I  e3cpected  adyioe 
tmd  assistance,  not  ridicule,  from  Mr.  Mac* 
kenzie.* 

"*  Mistake  me  not,  dearest  Evremond, 
or  suppose  even  for  a  moment  that  I  oould 
ridicule  or  wound  those  feelings  which  do 
so  much  honour  to  your  heart.  I  only 
wish  to  know  in  what  shape  fancy  has 
presented  this  promised  independence  to 
your  imagination ;  for,  to  ocmfess  the  troth, 
I  haye  been  treading  the  vinonary  irale 
with  gi^it  strides  this  entire  moHiing, 
and  have  ahready,  in  idea,  not  only  secured 
our  Httle  girls  from  the  splendid  misery 
of  ypur  aunt  Mordaunt,  but  joined  to  the 
very  limited  inheritance  of  Melrbss  every 
{(Kt  o£  land  that  could  be  pucchased  in 
the  n^bbpurhoqd  of  Glenfillan;  unless 
you^  Evremond,  guided  by  a  &}se  pride^*^ 
shoi4d  demolish  my  ahr<*bttilt ; casdes  .by- 
refusing  to  assist  me."* 

^Ohj  name  the  means^  my  best^  my*' 

earliest 
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earliest  friend.  I  dread  nothing  but  dis^ 
honour ;  labour  will  be  pastime.  Forgive 
my  petulant  ilUhumour,  and  try  and  trust 
nae.** 

"  I  have  observed,**  said  Mr.  Mackenzie, 
smiling  at  the  energy  he  so  much  admired, 
^^  that  your  father's  steward  has  grown 
into  wealth,  while  the  land  is  impover- 
ished, the  cattle  ill  fed,  and  lord  M^elross 
finds  his  rents  badly  paid,  and  his  tenants 
discontented;  the  fault  must  be  some- 
where, and  I  took  great  pains  to  investi- 
gate the  cause,  and  prove  to  the  baron, 
not  without  some  difficulty,  his  favourite 
Macbrier  was  a  very  great  rogue.  I  pro- 
pose to  take  this  arduous  task  upon  my- 
self, provided,  you  and  Archibald, will  as- 
sist me ;  I  intend  not  only  to  claim  the 
salary,  but  the  land  occupied  by  the  pre- 
sent steward,  which  we  will  dispose  of  to 
th«  best  advantage,  by  crop^ng  it  every 
year — the  produce  forming  a  little  fund 
annually,  I  should  hope  increasing,  &r 
the  future  benefit  of  our  little  girls ;  aiid 

for 
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for  you,  Evremond,  hope  formed  the  cer- 
tainty of  increasing  wealth  through  the 
medium  of  honourable  industry.  I  expect 
some  resistance  on  the  part  of  my  lord  the 
baion,  which  I  make  no  doubt  to  over- 
come. And  no^  my  dear  Evremond, 
shall  we,  or  shall  we  not,  adventure  tins 
Herculean  labour  ?'' 

^'  Oh!  call  it  not  labour — call  it  the 
recreation  of  the  heart — the  happy  vision 
of  independence,  that  may  on  some  fu* 
ture  day  be  realized  to  my  sisters,  and  my 
heart  will  ever  worship  the  friend  who  has 
not  only  pointed  out  the  means,  but  se- 
cured the  power  of  acting." 

•*  You  are  quite  too  high-flown  for  a 
delver  of  dikes.  Remepaber,  Evremond, 
we  must  all  work  here ;  the  land  is  in  sad 
order,  for  the  master's  eye  has  been  want- 
ing; and  I  have  got  some  books  from 
Edinburgh,  which  it  will  be  necassary  for 
us  to  study  before  we  commence  e^cperi- 
mc^tal  ^rmers." 

The  exertions  of  the  amiable  Madi:^i- 


mt. 
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zie  and  his  juvenile  associates  were  suc- 
cessful beyond  their  most  sanguine  expec* 
tations,  and  the  mine  of  wealth  seemed 
gradually  opening  to  reward  the  efibrts  of 
persevering  industry. 

The  death  of  lady  Melross  was  followed 
by  that  of  Mr.  Mordaunt,  who,  true  to 
his  tyrannic  principles  even  in  death,  left 
his  widow  independent  only  while  she  re. 
mained  unmarried ;  her  annuity  of  seven 
hundred  pounds  was  to  become  the  pro- 
perty of  a  distant  relation,  if  Mrs.  Mor« 
daunt  made  a  second  choice. 

With  as  much  joy  as  he  could  now  feel, 
lord  Melross  heard  the  fair  Annie's  inten- 
Hon  of  returning  to  her  native  country, 
and  her  young  relatives  gave  her  the 
meeting  twenty  miles  from  GlenfiOlan 
Plfioe.  Mrs.  Mordauht  felt  somewhat  dis* 
mayed  at  the  fervent  embrace  of  two  ele- 
gant  .young  men^  who  pressed  their  ruby 
lips  to  hers  with  -fond  affection. — "  Can 
these  be,**  she  said,  '^  the  two  little  boys  I 
I^  ten  years  ago  at  ike  Glen  ?" 

«  Even 
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^'Eren  so,  my  own  aunt  Annie,**  re- 
plied Evremond;  **  and  you  too  are  the 
Very  same — my  father's  own  cherished 
snowdrop." 

Mrs.  Mordaunt  expected  to  meet  beauty, 
for  all  tlie  Melross  family  were  handsome; 
but  she  did  not  expect  to  meet  that  attrac- 
tion of  manners  so  much  easier  felt  than 
described — that  dignity  mingled  with 
sweetness — or  the  numberless  graces  dis- 
played in  every  look  and  *mdtion  of  her 
jpouthful  kinsmen. 

'  **  If  my  poor  Amabel  had  lived  to  see 
this  day !"  said  the  greatly-agitrfted  baron, 
as  he  pressed  this  muchJoved  sister  to  his 
bosom — "  but  His  will  be-done,  who  gives 
and  who  takes  away.  Welcome,  my  An- 
nie, to  the  heart  of  your  brother;  welcome 
to  your  kindred  and  your  native  land.*' 

'When  his  emotions  were  in  some  de- 
gree subsided,  lord  Melross  took  tbe  hand 
of  his  sister. — "  I  must  make  you  ac- 
quainted^ my  own  Annie,  with  the  first 

VOL.  I.  D  friend 
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friend  of  my  heart — with  my  cousin  Mac- 
kenzie." . 

Mrs.  Mordaunt,  who  supposed  this 
friend  of  her  brother's  sonSe  man  of  middle 
age,  rose  to  receive  him ;  but  the  mingled 
blush  of  modesty  and  surprise  mantled  on 
her  cheese,  when  the  sparkling  eyes  of 
Mr.  Mackenzie  met  those  of  the  beautiful 
widow — w^hen  she  saw  in  him  all  those 
polished  graces,  the  reflected  lustre  of 
which  she  had  so  much  admired  in  her 
nephews.  Mr.  Mackenzie  was  but  twenty 
when  he  left  England,  religion  had  taught 
him  resignation,  and-  the  early  visions  of 
love,  and  the  bitterness  of  disappointment, 
had  equally  feded  from  his  mind;  his 
young  associates  had  lured  him  into  hap- 
piness ;  he  joined  their  harmless  frolics, . 
mingled  in  their  healthful  sports,  and  the 
man  of  twenty-nine  looked  as  gay  and 
happy  as  the  stripling  of  nineteen. 

**  When. does  Archibald  go  to  the  wars?** 
said  MrS;  Mordaunt,  some  weeks  after  her 

return 
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return  to  Glenfillan»  "  for  that  I  find  is 
to  be  his  future  destination.'* 

"  Time  enough^"  said  the  baron — **  time 
enough  yet,  Aufiie ;  I  see  no  hurry  for  his 
leaving  bonae  this  many- a- day  to  come." 

''  But  how  do  you  intend  to  get  hhn 
into  the  army  ?"  continued  the  persevering 
Mrs.  Mordaunt ;  *'  the  times,  are  long  past 
sinoea  Melross  headed  his  own  army,  paid 
his  own  soldiers,  and  could  head  and  iiang 
4t  pleasure.  How,  my  dear  brother,  is 
Archibald  to  get  his  commission — by  gift 
or  purchase  ?" 

**  Godsake,  Annie/'  ci'ied  the  baron, 
with  that  quickness  which  always  denoted 
his  being  vexed  or  angry,  "  say  no  more 
about  it-^time  enough  to  think  of  it  ten 
years  hence :;  why  he  is  little  better  than 
a  s<^K)olboy  yet.** 

"  I  find  I  have  been  premature  in  my 
wish  to  serve  him,"  said  Mrs.  Mordaunt, 
with  much  gravity ;  "  I  may  return  this 
commission,  which  (me  of  Mr.  Mordaunt*s 

x>  2  friends 
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friends  was  so  kind'  as  to  ask  -^n^  bbtaxA 
foTjOiy  nephew."         '     '  ' '      '*  -   -^ 

"  I  am  very  much  obhged'to  ;^6ur  friend, 
and  very  much  obligiefd  ^o  you '  too,  mf 
own  Annie,"  said  the  gi*eatly.subdued'bai- 
ron ;  **  and  if  I  must  "pirt  ^ith  Archibald, 
I  must;  though,  God  khoVs,  I  have  nei^ 
ther  money  nor  inclination  to  do  it  of  tny 
t)wn  accord ." 

"  Take  my  advice,  Aiichy,"  teid  Mrs. 
Mordaunt,  the  day- before  that  appointed 
for  his  departure,  **  sheW  ytiur  first  proof 
of  good  generalship  by  making  a  pfUcJ^t 
retreat,  without  taking  a^  formal  leave  of 
yoiir  family;  it  will  teeak  theheartg  of 
the  poor  littl?  girls,  and  Evremond  and 
Mackenzie  will  be  dull  as  a  milffldd  drum 
— it  will  wring  the  heartstrings  of  your 
father  with  useless  agony,  attd  I  shall  be 
moped  to  death  in  such  humdrum  so- 
ciety." 

"  Would  my  aunt  advise  me,"  said  the 
glowing  Archibald,  **  to  leave  the  paternal 

roof 
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loof  for  the  first  time^  without  a  father's 
Uesdng  on  my  head — without  the  frater- 
nal embrace — without  a  sister's  kiss?— ^ 
no,  never;  my  best  beloved  Mackenzie 
would  despise  me  for  deserting  this  first 
post  of  honour,  and  I  should  despise  my* 
sdf,  as  a  deserter  from  the  cause  of  filial 
duty  and  fraternal  love." 

**  Enthusiast,"  said  the  admiring  aunt, 
•  how  I  grieve  you  should  ever  encounter 
^  world  beyond  your  native  home  T 


CHAPTER  III. 


|*^|*>»^#^»|#>#^»^l»»^<^»<»#>»<^» 


Th4  Orator. 


^  This  is  the  first  gifl  of  fortune,"  said 
Archibald  Melross,  as  he  received  two 
thousaiiid  pounds  beg;Ueathed  him  by  the 
relation  be  w^  named  after ;  "  the  spoils 
of  war  have  yet  to  come,"  as  he  was  writ- 
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ing  to  his  brother,  requesting  to  know 
whether  he  ivould  have  this  money  re- 
mitted to  Scotland,  or  placed  in  the  Eng- 
lish funds,  for  the  u«e  of  his  sisters. 

Captain  Harvey  called  on  himr  as  this 
gentleman  held,  next  to  his  own  family^ 
the  first  place  in  the  estknatioB  of  the 
young  soldier,  he  mentioned  his  good  for- 
tune, and  the  destination  of  his  legacy, 

**  The  family  specimen  is  so  alluring^  1 
should  like  to  go  a-woojng  to  the  Glem 
How  old  are  your  sisters,  Archy  ?" 

"  Oh !  mere  children,**  forgetful  at  the 
moment  he  had  not  seen  them  for  two. 
years,  and  that  Amabel  was  now  more 
than  fifteen. 

"  Well,  I  must  only  live  in  hope ;  at 
twenty-one  I  can  w^ait  half-a-dozen  years^ 
without  danger  of  decrepitude.**^ 

The  servant  now  announced  Mr.  Sey^ 
mour ;  and  a  middle-aged  man,  very  full 
dressed,  made  his  appearance:  his  figure 
was  short,  square,  and  rather  corpulent : 
his  round  ruddy  face  bespoke  the  fulness* 

of 
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of  content  Mr.  Seymour  walked  up  the 
room  with  the  erect  steadiness  of  a  drill- 
Serjeant  upon  duty,  and  stopped  exactly 
opposite  to  Melross ;  he  then  waved  his 
hand,  flourished  his  feet,  and  made  three 
distinct  bows. — **  I  have  the  superlative 
honour  to  address  the  honourable  Mr: 
Melross." 

Archibald  bowed,  uncertain  whether  he 
should  not  return  an  equal  number  with 
his  visitor,  who,  placing  one  hand  on  his 
bosom,  and  flourishing  away  with  the 
other,  commenced  the  following  harangue: 
— **  The  obligations— the  heavy  debt  of 
gratitude  I  owe  you,  most  honourable 
young  gentleman,  are  far  beyond  my 
feeble  powers  of  oratory  to  express;  but 
they  are  engraven  on  my  heart  with  the 
burning  pen  of  gratitude,  which  the  icy 
hand  of  death  can  only  obliterate.  Yoii 
have,  most  honourable,  most  elegant  young 
gentleman,"  and  Mr.  Seymour  fixed  his 
admiring  eyes  on  the  astonished  Archi<^ 
bald,  *•  gladdened  a  father's  heart — over- 

D  4  flowed 
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flowed  his  cup  with  joy  and  thankfulness, 
by  rescuing  his  only  child  from  almost* 
certain  destruction — a  daughter  dear  to 
his  heart,  as  the  oriental  pearl  to  the  diver 
— precious  to  his  soul,  as  the  mines  of 
Golconda  and  Peru,  or  the  golden  sands 
of  Africa,     I  wapt  words." 

"  I  am  very  glad  to  hear  it,'*  said  cap- 
tain  Harvey,  advancing,  "  for  I  want  to 
know  if  little  Ellen  has  got  her  back 
broke,  and  ■-  is  now  -  a '  lady  in  her  own 
Tight;' 

''  She  is  as  much  a  lady  in  her  own 
right  as  ypu  are  a  gentleman/'  cried  .the 
highly-incensed  orator ;  "  her  mother  was 
an  honourable,  and  my  Ellen  has  as  much 
right  to  call  the  earl  of  Greythorn  uncle 
as  yourself.  Your  father,, my  lamented 
brother-in  law,  tlie  honourable  Mr.  Har-^ 
vey,  was  •  the  finest  orator  and  the  finest 
gentleman  of  his  day ;  while  you,  if  you 
have  £my  abilities,  employ  tliem  to  tor^ 
Qient  and  worry  all  bdonging  to  you." 

*^  AH  awing^"  said  the  provoking  Har« 

vey. 
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yey,  ^  to  the  citizen  puddle  which  com- 
mingles with  the  pure  stream  of  nobility 
in  my  veins.— But  teU  me,  Mebx)6s,  was 
it  out  of  a  borse-pond,  a  dry  ditch,  or  a 
bndceivfl^wn  carriage,  you  rescued  the 
distressed  damsel  ?*" 

.;  *•  Ye^teFday,.  m  the;  Park,  I  had  the 
good  fortune  to  seize  the  reins  of  a  young 
lady's  horse  that  was  running  with  great 
speech  aiid^felt. happy  )n  restoring  her  xm^ 
hurt  to  hor  friends  ^  and  if  I  have  glad- 
de^ed' the  heart  of  her  father,."  adopting 
^.:?^^^  be  thpught  would  please,.  **  my 
own  -glows  with;  the-  th^b  of  responsive 

( .^iH^sa^  hlmJ  he^r,  birti !"  cried  the  ex- 
illfii%  Jif  ^  SieyiiK^r!;  "just  so  your  father 
iji^Uld  bdyQ:  spgkw ;  but  you  are  no  more 
like  him  than  I  to  Hercules ;  and^  with  all 
yo^-:  %W'^^i9^}%  Mr.  Ajugustus  Harvey, 
jo^  |y^:ilft^jQ^j^>t(^  be  compared  to  my 
bftn|(5«B»bte ;  :fti«ad:  l>Ow  present,  than  a^ 
^Vfea||^<:^  like  the  fich  plumage  of 

I       r  '       bS  •*  I  think 


58  IRISH  NECROMANCER. 

**  I  think  you  had  better  try  and  pre*' 
vail  on  Mr  Mekoss  to  exhibit  his  plu« 
mage  in  your  drawing-room  to-morrow^ 
my*  most  honoured  uncle,  as  you  may 
want  a  nobility-staff  to  lean  upon  ;■  for  I 
am  determined,  after  so  much  abuse,  not 
to  punidli  myself  by  looking  at  greasy  al- 
dermen, fubsy  dowagers,  with  citizen  miss 
and  citizen  master  caricaturing  gentility, 
and  looking  hideously  agreeable  to  gratify 
you.'' 

"  Did  ever  mortal  hear  the  like?"  cried 
Mr.  Seymout;  **  as  I  am  a  living  sinner, 
this  boy's  enough  to  drive  me  mad.  I 
keep  no  dirty  company,  and  if  the  ho- 
nourable Mr.  Melross  will  condescend  to 
come  at  <60  short  a  notice,  he  will  find  the 
caricaturing  is  all  on  your  own  side,  Mr. 
Augustus  Harvey.'* 

*•  Oh  go,  by  all  means,"  cried  Harvey, 
eageriy,  who  had  now  accomplished  his 
purpose  of  getting  Melross  introduced  at 
his  uncle's — '^  go,  and  see  the  lord  mayor 
and  sheriffs  ih  all  their  glory ;  I  wish  you 

nluch 
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much  joy  of  the  amusement  the  whole 
curious  set  will  afford  jou-^the  scene  will 
at  least  have  novelty  to  recommend  it.'^ 

**  I  shall  feel  great  pleasure,*^  said  the 
conciliating  Archibald,  **  to  be  the  guest 
erf  Mr.  Seymour,  and  esteem  it  an  hdnour 
to  be  numbered  amoni;  his  friertds.'^ 

**  And  you  will  come  too,  wont  you, 
Augustus?"  said  Mr.  Seymour,  in  a  tone- 
ef  entreaty.  **  I  did  not  mean  to  vex  you ;: 
and  you  know,  Augustus,  you  would  pro- 
voke a  saint  when  you  set  about  it." 

Harmony  was  at  length  restored,  and 
the  mirthful  Harvey  consented'  to  accom^ 
pany  his  friend  the  next  day,  tnerely  to 
prove  the  truth  of  his  uncle^s  brilliant  me- 
taphor— the  rich  plume  and  the  hen's  fea- 
ther. 

Mp.  Sieymour  now  bowed,  and  flourish- 
fd  himself  off  in  high  good-humour,  and 
Archibald  began  to  lecture  the  mirth-lov-^ 
Hig  Harvey. 

**  No  prosing;  Archy — T  detest  it  ay 
much  as  I  admire  your  own  faultless  con«^ 

d6  duct;; 
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duct;  and  that  unde  of  mine,  when^  ha 
)iegins  to  speechify^  ia  enough  to  set  the 
patience  of  Job  at  defiance.  My  fatfaer» 
brother  to  the  present  earl  of  Greythcnm, 
l^as^^  esteemed  one  of  the  best  speakers  ia 
the  British  parliament;  his  periods  were 
finely  rounded,  and  sense  and  eloquence 
combined  in  his  flowing  language.  When 
he  marxied  Miss  Seymour,  worth  half  a 
pkim,  who>  lived  from  her  infancy  witk 
her  godm«4lier,  my  father's  aunt,  the  de* 
light  of  bar  broths*  tnearly  out9^^)ed  the 
bounds  of  sanity;  nobihty-mad  he  cer- 
tainly i&r  and  now  the  flowing  orat(»y  ci 
my  father  fastened  on  his  brain,  and  he 
would  be  an  omtoF ;  studying^  tropes  and 
metaphors  without  end;  Mr.  Seymour  be* 
came  the  admiration  of  Guildhall:  his 
speechea  bad  one  great  advantage,  few 
could  controvert^  for  few  could  under-^ 
stand  them,  and  he  flourishea  to  this  day 
a  dty  speaker  of  renown.  A  niece  of  Iwd 
Greytbom'a.  preferred  independence  with 
«  dty  merdha&t  ta^  dependence  among* 

lord^ 
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loids  and  ladies,  aad  the  silvery  sounds  of 
the  honourable  Mrs.  Seymour  fully  com- 
pmsated  for  her  want  of  fortune.  Mti 
Seymour  placed  his  bride  in  one  of  the 
best  houses  in  Horley-street,  and  she  re- 
ceived his  city  friends  with  great  good^ 
hufnour.  My  unde.  has  been  a  widower 
four  years,  and  bis  only. child,  his  idolised 
TS&en^  whom  you  have  seen,  is  the  reputed 
heiress  of  two  hundred  thousand  pounds, 
and  the  actual  possessor,  of  twenty  thou» 
sand  left  by  her  grandmother."' 

'^  I  must  acknowledge  my  want  of  gal^ 
lantry,  for  I  really  did  not  look  at  the  lady- 
I  bad  the  good  fortune  to  assist :  her 
friends  grouped  round  her  almost  instant* 
ly,  and  finding  I  could  be  no  longer  use- 
fuli  I  made  my  be^t  bpw ;  and  am  not  a 
little  surprised  bow  her  fiither  found  mt 
out." 

**  Some  of  her  ootnpaQidns  told  him,  I 
suppose,  you  were  the  son  of  a  lord,  aiid 
lie  could  do^  no  less  th«n  make  a  speech: 
(m^the  oGcaslon.    We  must  go  early  to- 
morrow. 


The  next  nuNrniDg  the  earl  was  so  us^ 
lisually  warm  in  his  praise,  that  Harvey 
oonfessed  the  first  wish  of  his  heart  waa 
to  see  him  the  husband  of  EUen  Seymour. 

"  What  man  of  noble  birth,"  said  the 
k^y  earl,  ^  would  wish  to  be  eonqected 
with  that  speech-crazed  man,  her  father  ? 
Sir  John  Freeman  told  me,  before  he  left 
England,  he  went  to  escape  tlie  fascinating, 
loveliness  of  your  cousin.  The  absurdity, 
of  her  father  no  man  of  sense  could  en- 
dure; no  man  of  rank  could  introduce 
him  among  his  associates,  without  danger 
of  sharing  the  ]:idicule  he  takes  so  much 
paius  to  excite.  When  I  have  endeavour-i: 
ed  to  negociate  an  alliance,,  even  where  I 
knew  money  was  not  only  acceptable  but 
uepessary,  I  have  been  silenced  by  some 
ridiculous  remark  on  the  citizen-speaker ; 
and  I  despair  of>«ver  seeing  my  poor  Ellen 
married  in  the  nink  she  now  moves  in, 
as  my  relation.  Melross  is  well  suited.  tx> 
win  a  lady's  love,  and  if  you  should  find 
him  less  fastidious  than  those  I  have  en^ 

countered,. 
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countered,  his  want  of  fortune  can  be  of 
no  consequence  where  hers  is  so  abundant 
But  we  must  act  with  caution.  Meht>s8 
possesses  all  that  dignity  of  high-souled 
pride  which  shuns  obligation :  I  know 
him  well;  anxious  to  ascertain  the  con« 
duct  of  him  who  held  such  unbounded 
sway  over  the  mind  of  my  fondest  hope» 
I  had  every  motion  Ivatched,  every  action 
investigated,  and  well  he  bore  the  scrutiny 
— the  proudest  father  might  boast  to  call 
him  son,  and  it  would  be  my  pride^  my 
boast;  to  caU  him  the  husband  of  my  dsff-^ 
ling  Ellen." 

Hi^rvey  felt  at  this  motnait  ready  to 
worship  Im  unde,  and  he  expressed  his 
smtiments  with  sueh  glowing  ardour,  that 
lord  Grey  thorn  gaily  told  him  the  family 
mania  was  upon  him. 

Miss  Seymour  chiefly  resided  with  her. 
unde.  since  the  death  of  her  mother,  and 
by  the  skilful  mamgiement  of  Harvey, 
Melross  was  seldom  absent  from  Berkley^ 

square ;  and  in  two  months  it  was  difficult 
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to  decide  which  was  most  in  love — ^the 
young  soldier  or  the  city  heiress.  This 
day-dream  of  bliss  was  disturbed  by  the 
appearance  of  Mr.  Seymour  one  morning 
at  lord  Greythorn's ;  head,  hands,  and  feet, 
flourished  in  joyous  unison,  and  his  look 
and  manner  were  unusually  consequential; 
as  he  asked  for  his  little  Ellen.  Miss  Sey-^ 
mour  had  gone  with  fedy  Greythorn  to 
visit  a  sick  friend. — "  How  unfortunate  P^ 
said  Mr.  Seymour,  sporting  one  of  his 
best  attitudes ;  "  I  wanted  Ellen  to  choose 
her  wedding  jewels,  and  buy  her  wedding 
dothes.** 

Harvey  took  the  arm  of  hLs  friend, 
whose  varying  countenance  betrayed  thcf 
feelings  of  his  heart,  and  left  the  roomc 
The  cold  dew  of  agony  rested  on  the 
brow  of  Melross,  and  he  looked  the  image 
of  despsdr :  in  this  moment  of  anguish 
Augustus  lured  from  him  the  secret  of  his 
heart — ^his  unbounded  love  for  Ellen  Sey-- 
mour.  This  confession  had  scarcely  passed, 
his  lips,  when  lord  Greythorn  joined  themr 

"Who 
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^  Who  has  my  delectable  uncle  chosen 
for  his  future  son-in-law  ?**  said  Harvey. 

**  The  seducer  of  innocence,"  replied  his 
lordship,  sternly — •*  the  gambler — the  dis- 
npated  profligate — the  unprincipled  eari 
ofThomby;' 

'*  Merciful  Heaven !"  cried  the  agonised 
Melross,  *^  is  this  man  to  become  the  hus- 
band of  the  spotless  Ellen  7* 

Lord  Grey  thorn  took  his  hand,  and 
with  impressive  solemnity  asked  if  he  had 
sufficient  love  for  Ellen  Seymour,  suffiii 
dent  friendship  for  her  family,  to  avert 
from  them  this  threatened  misery,  this 
deathblow  to  their  happiness  ? 

"  Name  the  means,  my  lord ;  my  best 
blood  would  seal  their  peaces— oh,  how 
willingly  f 

•*  I  want  no  such  sanguinary  proof  of 
regard ;  consent,  dearest  Archibald,  to  be* 
come  the  husband  of  my  Ellen ;  my  car- 
riage shall  convey  you  to  Scotland,  my 
nephew  be  the  companion  of  your  jour« 

ney.'* 

For 
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For  a  moment  the  countenance  of  Mel- 
rose  was  radiant  with  love^  hope,  and  joy ; 
suddenly  a  death-pang  seized  his  heart, 
and  he  sunk  fainting  on  the  sofa  by  which 
he  stood. — **  My  father,  my  brother,"  he 
almost  convulsively  exclaimed — "  they 
may  believe  me  a  mercenary  deceiver — 
that  I  have  stolen  a  wealthy  heiress  from 
her  father — that  in  me  the  hitherto-unsul* 
fied  name  of  Melross  i^  tarnished  by  dis- 
honour. £ilen!  dearest  Ellen!  even  for 
you  I  could  not  endure  a  father^s  grief,  a 
brother's  scorn.'' 

.  ^  Enthusiast,"  said  lord  Greythom,  as 
be  vainly  efideavoured  to  suppress  the 
(ear  which  trembled  in  his  eye,  "  well 
may  your  father  boast  his  wealth  is  in  his 
diildren !  I  have  foreseen  this  visionary 
^vil,  and  will  prevent  It  Look  up,  Archi- 
bald Melross — ^hear  me  pledge  that  ho- 
iVHir,  as  unsullied  as  your  own,  that  in 
this  affiiir  the  shadow  of  a  shade  shall  not 
rest  on  the  unblemished  name  of  Melros& 
I  will  write  to  your  father,  and  confess  to 

him 
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him  that  I  ha^e  lured  you  to  my  house 
to  win  your  love  fi>r  Ellen  Seymour ;  noir 
will  I  spare  tha£  father,"  cried  the  indig- 
nant earl,  ^  who  tliiis  compels  me  to  beg  a 
hushand  for  bis  daughter.  My  faith,  mf 
honour,  the  baron  cannot  doubt*  Need  I 
repeat,  the  heart  of  Ellen  is  all  your  own? 
Archibald  Melross,  what  would  you  hnve 
niore?" 

Melross  knelt  at  the  feet  of  lord  Grey* 
thorn,  he  pressed  his  hand  to  Ins  lipd,  to 
his  throbbing  bosom,  but  all  utterance 
was  denied  him;  and  the  good  earl,  in 
pity  to  his  feelings,  left  the  room,  telling 
Harvey  he  would  expect  to  meet  than 
half  an  hour  hence  in  his  study. 

When  lord  Greythom  bad  finished  hia 
better  to  the  baron,  he  gave  it  to  Melross; 
tlie  blush  of  gratitude  mantled  over  die 
cheek  of  the  young  soldier,  as  he  read  aU 
that  could  satisfy  a  father's  heart,  all  that 
amid  gratify  his  own. 

His  lordship  now  told  them  Mr.  Sey** 
mour  had  been  cajoled  into  giving  a  bond 

for 
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for  twenty  thousand  pounds,  which  sum 
he  was  to  forfeit  if  bis  daughter  refused 
to  marry  this  titled  swindler.— 7-'*  What 
does  it  signify  ?'  said  the  city  Solomon ; 
*  what  girl  will  refuse  to  be  a  countess?* 
I  have  lulled  him  into  the  belief  that  I 
will  make  no  opposition  to  this  union, 
>and  have  invited  the  knave  and  the  fool 
to  dine  with  me  to-morrow,  to  arrange 
the  marriage-settlements  of  Ellen,  and  by 
that  time  pursuit  will  be  unavailing.  But 
it  is  my  firm  belief  that  my  lord  Thornby 
•would  prefer  the  forfeit  to  the  bride," 

Lady  Greythom  insisted  on  making 
cffie  of  the  bridal  party,  and  her  lord,  with 
sensations  of  unalloyed  pleasure,  witnessed 
their  departure  for  Scotland.  The  next 
day  the  expected  guests  came  to  Berkley- 
square,  and  found  lord  Greythorn  deeply 
engaged  in  perusing  a  letter,  which  he 
gave  wiUiout  comment  to  Mr.  Seymour; 
it  was  from  captain  Harvey,  and  merely 
stated  he  had  gone  <^  to  Scotland  with 
hh  cousin  Ellen,  and  that  lady  Greythom 

and 
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and  his  friend  Melross  were  the  compa- 
nions of  his  way. 

•*  As  I  am  a  living  sinner,"  cried  Mr. 
Seymour,  *'  I  am  all  in  a  maze !  What 
need  he  run  away  with  the  girl,  when  he 
l^new  in  his  heart  it  was  only  ask  and 
liave  ?  I  am  sorry  for  your  loss,  my  lord ; 
hut  it  is  no  fault  of  mine,''  looking  at  th^ 
same  time  the  very  picture  of  delight. 

Thrown  off  his  guard  by  this  sudden 
overthrow  of  all  his  hopes,  lord  Thomby 
poured  such  a  torrent  of  abuse  on  the 
astonished  merchant,  in  which  his  oratory 
was  not  forgotten,  increasing  every  mo- 
ment in  violence  and  scurrility,  that  lord 
Grey  thorn,  unable  to  endure  it  any  longer, 
took  the  arm  of  Mr.  Seymour,  and  left 
the  room. 

"  Did  ever  mortal  hear  such  a  tongue  ? 

Billingsgate  Nell  is  a  trifle  to  him,"  cried 

Mr.  Seymour,  as  he  wiped  the  terror-drops 

from  his  forehead.     "  Lord  save  my  poor 

child !  what  an  escape  she  had !  And  I  am 

very  little  obliged  to  my  nephew,  I  can 

teU 
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tell  him  that,  for  getting  me  such  a  mob- 
bing. .  I  can't  see  what  rhyme  or  reason 
he  had  for  setting  off  to  Scotland  after 
isuch  a  fashion,  when  he  might  have  been 
married  at  home,  with  many  thanks,  and 
grandeur,  and  merriment,  and  splendour.** 

They  now  heard  the  voice  of  lord  Thom- 
by  in  loud  vociferation  as  he  left  the  house, 
swearing  he  would  enforce  the  merchant's 
bond  on  the  following  day. 

**  Do  so,  do  so,  if  you  can,  my  lord 
Thomby,"  muttered  Mr.  Seymour. 

Lord  Greythorn  now  laid  before  him 
an  account  of  lord  Thornby's  debts,  which 
his  active  agents  had  procured. 

*'  Lord  save  me!"  again  repeated  the 
terrified  merchant^  "  he  owes  more  thaA 
half  what  I  am  worth  in  the  world." 

As  his  lordship  disclosed  th^  real  cha- 
';racter  of  the  profligate  earl,  he  portrayed 
the  misery  of  Ellen,  the  remorse  of  her 
father,  if  the  designs  of  this  libertine  noble- 
man had  succeeded, '  in  such  impressive 
language,  that  the  agonized  father  wept 

like 
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Hke  ah  infwt,  and  he  afAmmkdg&t  M^ 
ran  hada second  time  saved  fais  dangbta^ 
Lcffd  Greythom  soothed  hie  woraiided  spi* 
Tit,  and  when  his  mind  was  oompktd^ 
traDquiUized,  his  locdship  menMonad  the 
bond. 

''As  to  that,  my  lord,''  cited  Mn  gcjr- 
BKMir,  with  great  exultation,  *'  she  otti 
neva:  refuse  what  never  was  asked ;  {  ne* 
ver  told  Ellen  a  word  about  ifc;  aad  let 
bioi  scold  me  out  of  twenty  thonsMid 
pounds  if  he  can/" 

The  next  morning,  true  to  his  thieatful 
promise,  lord  Thomby  went  with  two 
lawyers  to  Harley-street,  and  claimed,  in 
tke  most  insulting  and  abusive  Is^ngnage^ 
^  forfeited  twenty  thousand  pounds 

^  Scold  away,  my  lord  Fishmonger,  woaUi 
away!  that  is  all  you  will  gel  for  ysou 
tfoHJble.  As  you  never  asked  Ellen  Sey* 
mar,  she  never  refused  to  marry  you;  M 
loake  money  of  that,  if  you  can.'' 

Transported  with  rage  and  diia|^int»- 
VOL.  L  £  ilnentp 
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nieht,  lord  Tbomby  lost  all  ooimnand  over 
himself,  and  in  the  height  of  his  uncon- 
trolled fiiiy,  gave  Mr.  Seymour  a  violent 
box  on  the  ear. 

**  Bear  witness/'  cried  the  long-patieot, 
but  now  thoroughly-roused  merchant — 
"  bear  witness  every  body,  that  I  am  as- 
saulted in  my  own  house,  and  lord  Thorn* 
by  gave  the  first  blow;**  then  darting  on 
the  earl,  he  laid  him  prostrate  at  his  feet, 
where  he.  continued  to  beat  and  thump 
him  without  mercy,  roaring  out  all  the 
time  With  Stentorian  lungs — **  An  assault ! 
an  assault!" 

With  some  difficulty  the  friends  of  lord 
Thoi^by  succeeded  in  getting  him  out  of 
the  hoQse,  and  Mr.  Seymour  declared,  be- 
tween $jpolding  and  fighting  he  had  a  pret- 
ty time. of  it 

When  this  account  reached  lord  Grey- 
thorn,  his  lordship  insisted  on  Mr.  Sey- 
mour, taking  the  necessary  steps  to  secure 
the  future  peaceable  conduct  of  lord  Thorn- 

by. 
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bjr,  who^  finding  he  could  not  enforce  the 
hood,  and  unwilling  to  encounter  captain 
Harvey,  left  England  next  day. 

As  Melross  and  his  bride  knelt  to  Mr. 
Seymour  for  blessiiig  and  forgiveness,  the 
eyes  of  the  good  merchant  overflowed 
with  joy. — **  They  must  have  a  harder 
heart  than  mine  to  refuse  you,"  cried  he, 
pressing  them  alternately  to  his  bosom; 
**  but  I  have  been  battered  and  abused 
since  I  saw  you,  and  nearly  bamboozled 
out  of  twenty  thousand  pounds,  and  all 
by  a*  lord.  You  must  come  home  with 
me  to  Harley-street ;  you  have  pleased 
yourselves,  and  it  is  only  fair  you  should 
now  please  me." 

**  That  famous  scolding  lord  Thomby 
gave  my  uncle,"  said  Harvey,  softly,  "  has 
banished  all  the  graces  of  oratory,  and  left 
unadorned  all  the  genuine  kindness  of  his 
guileless  heart." 

To  gratify  his  uncle  Iwd  Greythom^ 
Augustus  left  the*  army,  and  became  a 
member  of  the  British  parliament    But 

ES  the 
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the  promotion  of  Melross  was  rapid;  by 
the  powerful  interest  of  lord  Greythom, 
two  days  after  the  birth  of  his  son,  he  ob* 
tuined  the  rank  of  lieutenant-colonel. 


CHAPTER  IV. 

The  Visit  to  Scotland. 

By  the  skilful  manoeuvring  of  Harvey, 
Mr.  Seymour  determined  on  asking  lord 
Melross  and  his  family  to  the  christening 
of  his  gncndson. — "  I  will  be  the  bearar  of 
your  invitation,  uncle/'  said  Augustus, 
'^  as  I  intend  to  go  a-wooing  to  the  Glen ; 
I  wish  to  make  an  early  choice,  and  se- 
cure it  if  I  can.  Seriously,  Archibald, 
without  intrusion,  could  I  spend  a  week 
or  two  with  your  family  before  their  com- 
ing to  London,  it  wouid  gratify  me  most 
highly.'* 

«  You 


! 
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*'  You  will  see  at  Glenfillan  Place  none 
of  the  splendpur  which  now  suirounds 
you,  but  they  are  rich  in  happiness;  you 
will  meet  with  no  costly  entertainments^ 
but  social  kindness,  harmony,  and  love,^ 
decorate  my  father's  board.  I  must  con•^ 
fess,"  continued  he,  deeply  blushing,  "  I 
have  deceived  you  with  respect  to  the  age 
of  my  sisters — at  first  indeed  without  de- 
sign— I  forgot  at  tlie  moment  how  long  I 
was  from  home :  they  are  no  longer  chil* 
dren.  The  more  I  reflected,  the  more  I 
wished  this  deception  to  continue ;  a  por^ 
tionless  daughter  of  Melross  was  no  bride 
for  the  noble  heir  of  the  powerful  lord 
Grey  thorn,  and  I  hoped  you  would  makfe 
a  more  suitable  choice  before  you  saw 
them.  My  father,  my  brother,  could  ill 
brook  the  ever-ready  tongue  of  slander, 
that  might  say  the  man  you  loved  and 
jbrusted  had  duped  you  into  this  unequal 
alliance/' 

••  I  thought,  Archibald,"  said  Harvey, 
gravely,  "  I  possessed  your  whole  heart ; 

E  S  but 
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but  now  I  find  the  world's  dread  laugfa, 
its  pride  and  prejudices,  engross  the  largest 
portion  of  it ;  but  yet  your  sin  against  me 
bears  so  strongly  the  stamp  of  virtue,  as 
binds  you  still  mwe  ckiaely  to  my  heart — 
makes  me  more  anxious  to  secure  your 
sister's  love— the  approbation  of  her  fa- 
mily.** 

When  Harvey  repeated  this  conversa- 
tion to  lord  Greythom,  he  replied — ^  Pur- 
sue  your  in^ination,  my  beloved  Augus- 
tus, I  will  not  cross  your  path ;  it  will  not 
indeed  lead  you  to  wealth,  but  it  will  con- 
duct  you  to  happiness  .and  honour.** 

A  few  days  after,  Mr.  Seymour  asked 
his  nephew  when  he  would  set  off  for 
Scotland — **  I  wish  to  send  by  you  a  few 
tokens  of  brotherly  love  to  my  lord  the 
baron,  and  this  letter,  in  which  I  liave 
endeavoured  to  prove  his  presence  will 
be  as  welcome  to  me,  as  mudi  desired,  as 
the  first  song  of  the  cuckoo  is  welcome 
to,  and  desired  by  the  farmer;  and  tliat 
no  young  heir  ever  longed  more  for  mudi- 

loved 
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loved  twenty.one»  than  I  long  to  embraoe 
my  brother  the  baron ;"  and  Mr.  Seymour 
flourished  his  hands  with  great  soIem«> 
nity. 

^  Do  you  think,  uncle  of  mine,"'  cried 
Harvey,  '*  that  I  will  be  the  bearer  of 
such  a  letter  ?  Would  you  have  me  laugh- 
ed at  by  the  whole  family  of  Melross  ?** 

^'  You  do  injustice,  Augustus,  to  both 
my  fiithers,  in  supposing  the  one  could 
excite  ridicule,  or  the  other  bestow  it,  in 
return  for  so  much  kindness ;  and  if  yon 
think  them  capable  of  so  much  ingrati- 
tude, you  judge  erroneously  of  the  whole 
fiunily  of  Melross." 

**  If  you  don't  choose  to  take  the  letter, 
Mr.  Augustus  Harvey,  I  can  said  it  by 
post — I  can't  stay  to  ai^ue  now,  for  I 
must  meet  Vander  Dender,  the  Dutch 
movhant,  to  settle  about  the  cargo  of  the 
Van  Tromp." 

^  How  can  you  behave  so  to  your  uncle, 
Augustus  ?** 

^  And  bow  can  I  help  it,  Archibald  ? 

£  4  I  have 
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I  hdve  no  wish  to  be  introduoed  to  your 
&iniljr  by  the  sweet  voice  of  the  cuckoo; 
and  if  he  wont  burn  his  letter,  I  wont  go 
to  Scotland.  How  can  I  expect  that  every 
one,  like  you,  will  wade  through  the  rub- 
bisii  of  his  understanding  to  ascertain  the 
real  value  of  his  heart  ?  Lord  Grey  thorn, 
in  speaking  of  him,  says  he  has  two  cha- 
.racfers ;  the  natural  one — simple,  benevo- 
lent, and  full  of  goodness ;  the  artificial — 
wild,  ridiculous,  and  nearly  approa(ihing 
to  insanity." 

""  We  both  bi^f  him  the  utm6it  «fiec- 
fioii,  y^  he  is  often  the  tonhent  of  ool* 
li^s.  Yet,  after  all,  Augaistus,  the  song 
of.  the  cuckoo  is  a  very  appropriate  simile 
to  a  farmer ;  and  what  is  Evremond  Inore? 
ft  is  unfair  to  judge  these  simple  children 
of  nature  by  the  lofty  grandeur  of  lord 
Grey  thorn's  sentiments,  or  the  fastidious 
nicety  of  your  own :  they  would  esteem 
the  little  eocentrieities  of  your  uiide,  if 
indeed  they  noticed  them  at  all,  aS  hana- 
less  foibles,  while  his  benevolence  and 

kindness 
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kindness  would  be  duly  appreciated.  I 
pledge  my  honour  you  will  meet  nothing 
to  wound  your  feelings  at  the  Glen:  I 
fiave  apprised  Evremond  of  your  inten- 
tkxn ;  do  not  mortify  him:  too  severely  by 
refusing  to  go  to  Glenfillan  Place." 

**  That  sacred  pledge  I  will  not  doubt," 
said  Harvey,  pressing  the  hand  of  his 
friend;  "  if  they  are  indeed  like  you,  I 
need  not  dread  the  cuckoo's  note.** 

**  To  spare  your  blushes,  captain  Har<r 
vey,  I  have  sent  my  letter  by  post  I 
hope  it  wont  offend  your  dignity  to  take 
a  few  remembrances  from  me  to  lord  Mel- 
ross,**  said  Mr.  Seymour,  as  his  servants 
placed  package  afle-  package  into  the  tra«; 
veiling  carriage  of  Ibr^  Greythom,  which 
his  lordship  imisted  on  sending,  for  the 
accommodation  of  the  baron  and  his  &m 
mily. 

^  My  dear  dr,  so  much  luggage  will 
greatly  inconvenience  Augustus :  he  will 

look  Uke  a  travelling  pedlar." 

e5  **  What 
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^  What  a  plagne  it  is  to  deal  with  boys ! 


you  ever  see  a  pedlar  stuck  up  in  a 
noOemm^  oniage?  or  did  you  snppo-e 
I  would  send  him  all  the  wi^  to  Scotland 
empty-handed^  to  my  brother  the  banm  ?"* 

Harvey  now  declared,  if  his  unde  could 
pack  into  the  carriage  the  whole  cargo  o£ 
the  Van  Tromp,  he  would  take  charge  of 
it  with  pleasure ;  and  Mr.  Seymour  hav- 
ing  arranged  every  thing  completely  to 
his  satis£iGtion»  Augustus  Harvey,  with  a 
£gbt  and  happy  heart,  proceeded  on  his 
journey  to  Glenfillan  Place. 

He  was  recdved  with  the  affectionate 
welcome  of  a  favourite  son-*-of  a  much«^ 
loved  brother ;  and  as  he  pressed  the  bioid 
of  Amabel  to  his  lips,  his  choice  was  made^ 
She  was  the  softened  image  of  her  father 
and  brother :  Jessy,  though  equalty  beau- 
tiful, resembled  her  mother^s  fiunily.  The 
appearance  of  comfort,  and  even  elegance, 
in  the  establkhment  of  the  baion,  wa$ 
scarcely  to  be  expected  ftom  his  limited 

fortune ; 
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finrtune ;  but  the  union  of  heart  and  hand 
was  eyeiy  where  perceptible  in  this  family 
of  love. 

In  the  evening  the  baron  asked  his  sister 
to  give  them  a  little  musics  and  she  readily 
complied.  Mrs.  Mordaunt,  while  in  £ug« 
land,  had  cultivated  her  musical  abilities^ 
and  was  now  a  first-rate  perfi>rmer  on  the 
grand  piano ;  Amabel  swept  the  chords  of 
the  harp  with  graceful  modesty;  and  as 
Evremond  breathed  the  full-toned  flute, 
Augustus  beheld  the  Apollo  of  former 
days.  Every  instrument  was  musical  in 
the  hands  of  Mr.  Mackenzie,  and  he  dis- 
played his  powerful  execution  on  the  vio. 
lin,  as  they  performed  one  of  the  most 
difficult  compositions  of  Handel  in  the 
fi«t  style  of  finished  exoeUenoe. 

After  some  time,  Evremond  and  his 
friend  laid  aside  their  instruments,  and 
joined  the  ladies  in  several  national  bal* 
lads ;  and  Harvey  declared,  till  that  even- 
ing he  never  heard  the  soul  c^  song. 

The  next  day  there  was  a  large  party  at 

£  6  the 
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the  Glen^  and  Augustus  remarked  a  faahd- 
some  yotith^  whose  golden  hair  parted  in 
rich  curis  over  his  polished  brow,  seized 
between  the  sisters. — *'  Who  is  that  en- 
vied mortal  ?^  s»d  Harvey  to  Mrs.  Mori 
^mit; 

^  Lindsay,  of  Craig-Roslin,  their  mo- 
thbi*\i  nephew:  you  may  perceive  the 
strong  fitmily  likeness  between  him  and 
Jesiy;  Foi"  oikee  he  has  escaped  the  watch- 
fid  iri^iiaBide'  of  his  guardian,  Mr.  Mac-^ 
keoancfs  brother,  who  will  not  allow  fats 
visits  it  the  Glen.  But  Craig-Roslin  will 
not  al4ra^a  be  a  minor,  nor  Jessy  the  beg- 
gar he  takes  such  pride  to  call  her.^ 

Tkis  infonnation  silenced  every  jealous 
pdttg  &St  gathering  round  the  heart  of 
Augustus,  and  he  determined,  should  he 
be'sd  fortunate  as  to  win  the  love  of  Ama- 
bel,: to  assert  a  brother's  happiest  privilege 
in  aecurtrig"  the  permanent  felicity  of  ^e 
blooming  Jessy. 

When  dancing  commenced,  Harvey  re^ 
ttKirked  the  unconmion^  beauty  of  Evre- 

mond's 
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inond's  partner^  and  asked  his  own,  the 
fair  AmabeU  who  she  was  ? 

'^  Miss  Hatnilton^  Wiiiiam  Lindsay's 
cousin."  Miss  Melross  sighed  deeply,  and 
evidently. wi^ed  to^  avoid  any  conversa-> 
tion  on  the  subject. 

^  I  will  analyse  that  sighy"  thought 
Augustus ;  and.  a  few  mornings  afler,  as 
he  walked  with  Jessy  in  the  garden,  who 
treated  him  with  the  frattk  affection  of  a 
fflster,.he  mentioned  theic  beautiful  visitor. 

'*  Every  one  loves  Grace  Hamilton," 
said  the  artless  Jessy^  '^  How  grievous  it 
is  that  iron^hearted  Mackenzie,  and  his 
own  rash  vow,  should  prevent  her  union 
with  Evreraond !" 

Harvey  now  lured  from  his  innocent 
coDipmiion  the  secret  of  her  brother's 
hopeless  love. 

**  Grace  Hamilton  was  an  orphan  dei 
pendent  on  an  unde,  too  much  given  to 
his  own  pleasures  >  to  make  any  present 
provision  for  his  ujeee^  and  too  young  for 
ber  to  exgeet  at»y  fadbnihip  for  many^y^arsi, 

Mackenzie, 
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Madcenzie,  the  rich  Mackenzie,  had  a 
large  farm,  which  joined  the  banm's  estate, 
and  he  had  promised  to  set  it  to  Evre- 
mond  on  a  long,  lease ;  and  his  skill  in 
fanning,  and  his  great  success,  had  in- 
duced him  to  hope  that,  in  a  few  years, 
he  might  many  his  idolized  Grace  with- 
out injury  to  his  family.  Every  thing 
was  settled  on,  when  the  account  came  of 
Archibald's  noble  present  to  his  sisters; 
This  flinty-souled  man  then  would  not 
set,  but  sell;  and  he  told  Evremond  he 
might  as  well  pay  interest  for  this  money 
as  a  stranger,  and  set  the  farm  he  would 
not  Amabd  and  I  knelt  and  wept  in 
vain.  In  this  Evremond  was  as  flinty- 
hearted  as  the  rich  Mackenzie,  and  he  re- 
linquished all  his  airy,  dreams  of  happiness 
to  preserve  his  high-souled  hmiour  unsul- 
lied.'' 

^'  And  what  became  <^  the  farm,  my 
sweet  Jessy  T 

''  No  one  would  ti&e  it,^  afler  his  con- 
duct to  Evremond ;  he  set  it  up  to  roupw 

but 
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but  no  one  would  bid  or  buy.  Eyr^naiid 
is  as  much  beloved  as  the  rich  Mackensie 
•—oh,  how  unlike  his  brother ! — is  hated ; 
he  is  always  at  variance  with  his  ndgh- 
hours;  his  fences  are  broken,  his  cattle 
are  rifted — hb  hand  is  against  every  man, 
and  every  man's  hand  is  against  him.** 

The  resolution  of  Harvey  was  instantly 
formed ;  he  told  Evremond  he  was  going 
to  Edinburgh  to  transact  some  business 
for  his  uncle,  secretly  determined  not  to 
return  till  he  had  secured  possession  of 
the  fiirm. 

Captain  Harvey  had  frequently  met 
Mr.  Macdonald,  the  banker,  at  the  house 
of  his  uncle  Mr.  Seymour,  and  to  him  he 
applied  to  purchase  the  fiirm,  cost  what  it 
would. 

^  That  land,''  replied  Mr.  Macdonald, 
**  was  promised  long  ago  to  Mr.  Melioss ; 
and  he  who  takes  it  over  his  head  will 
bring  great  odium  on  his  owm  May  I 
take  the  liberty  to  ask,  captain  Harvey, 
when  you  took  the  ftncy  to  turn  farmer  ?* 

**  I  may 
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**  I  may  sb  well  confess  tlie  truth,** 
thonght  Harvey;  and  he  did  so,  and  his 
intaition  of  settling  it  on  Miss  Hamilton. 
**  To  such  an  overgrown  fortune  as  mine 
it  will  be  such  a  trifle^  that  I  hope  Evre*- 
m<»id  will  not,  fastidious  as  be  is,  refuse 
me  the  happiness  of  contributing  to  bis«. 
Remember  you  have  my  confidence,  Mr.. 
Macdonald ;  and  I  must  request  you  wiU 
not  mention  our  present  conversation  tiH 
I  am  fairly  out  of  Scotland,  as  I  have  yet 
to  consider  how  I  shall  make  this  offering 
of  sincere  friendship,  without  offending 
where  I  wish  only  to  be  obliged  by  the 
acoeptan^.  I  suppose  a  little  advance  iii 
tlie  pui*chase«money  will  make  Mackenzie 
hold  his  ttxigue  for  a  few  weeks." 

Mr..  Macdonald  now  entered  heart  and 
hand  into  the  business,,  and  in  three  days 
gave  the  deed  to  captain  Harvey,  which 
secured  him  possession  of  the  farm;  and. 
Mackenzie  gave  the  desired  promise,  not 
to  reveal  the  nan^e  of  the  purchaser  tilL 
he  dbose  himself  to  an>w  it«  / 

Harvey 


i^rd 
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Harvey  now  became  impatient  to  re- 
turn home;  the  cmly  regret  he  felt  was 
leaving  Mr.  Mackenzie  alone  and  solitary, 
but  nothing  could  induce  him  to  visit 
England.  Mrs.  Mordaunt,  though  in- 
cluded in  Mr.  Seymour's  invitation,  wish- 
ed to  reside  with  her  own  friends  while 
her  family  remained  in  Lcmdon ;  and  with- 
out accident  or  adventure  they  arrived 
safely  in  Harley-street 

Mr.  Seymour  bowed  and  flourifihed,  and 
the  good  baron  boWed  and  flounshed  his 
very  best  in  return ;  while  both  the  fottd 
fiitbers,  with  equal  delight,  beheld  their 
diildren  and  their  grandchild,  they  were 
too  happy  to  be  Wisely  rational. 

«  I  will  leave  you,"  said  HarVey,  giily, 
**  to  all  this  sweet  confusion,  and  miike  jbl 
fittle  confusion  of  liiy  own  in  Bericley- 
square.** 

In  about  an  hour  Harvey  returned,  and 
with  him  lord  Greythom.  All  his  state- 
liness  was  laid  aside,  as  his  lordship  wel- 
comed the  baron  to  England  as  a  highly- 
valued 
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valued  friend;  he  addressed  individually 
every  one  of  the  Melross  family  with  the 
most  cordial  kindness,  but  the  expression 
of  his  eye-beam,  as  it  rested  on  the  fair 
Amabel,  spoke  volumes  to  the  heart  of 
his  nephew. 

**  My  lord  Greythorn  looks  so  agree- 
able, and  stays  so  long,**  thought  Mr.  Seyr 
mour,  **  I  might  venture  to  ask  him  to  a 
&mily  dinner,  without  offending  his  digr 
nity  r  and  after  much  mental  debate,  the 
invitation,  with  a  suitable  number  of  apo- 
logies, was  made. 

**  If  you  will  extend  your  hospitality 
/to  lady  Greythorn,'*  replied  his  lordship, 
^  I  feel  too  happy  in  the  present  society 
to  relinquish  it  Augustus,  you  can  s^id 
our  excuses  to  the  duke  of  Derwent ;  tell 
his  grace  the  real  cause-— the  arrival  of 
our  highly-valued  friends,  and  my  unwillr 
ingness  to  separate  from  them  the  first 
4ay  of  their  coming  to  England.'* 

Even  Harvey  looked  astonished  at  this 
condescension  of  the  lofty  earli  but  Arcfair 

bald 
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bid  fdt  the  oomptiment  in  his  betrt's 
core.  Evremond,  in  the  contempktioh  of 
his  brothei^s  happiness,  endeavoured  to 
fin^get  his  own  individual  regrets,  and  en- 
treated the  silence  of  his  family  on  his 
disappointed  hopes. — **  Archibald  has  no- 
thing  €if  his  own  to  bestow,  and  I  would 
not  despoil  his  family,  not  even  to  be  the 
husband  of  Grace  Hamilton." 

Lord  Grey  thorn  became  every  day  more 
anxious  to  see  his  heir  united  to  Amabel 
Melross^— **  The  coronet  of  Greythom,'' 
said  his  lordship,  *'  will  receive  additional 
lustre  from  the  brow  of  that  faultless  beau- 
ty ;"  and  with  difficulty  he  was  prevented 
by.  Augustus  from  declaring  his  senti- 
ments openly,  till  he  had  secured  the  hap- 
piness of  her  brother. 

Two  months  passed  away ;  the  lapse  of 
time  seemed  unnoticed  by  all  but  Evre- 
mond — ^he  became  restless  and  unhappy, 
and  at  length  dedared  it  was  unfair  to 
impose  all  the  labour  on  his  friend  Mac- 
kenzie ;  April  was  &Bt  approaching,  and 

there 
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th&re  was  much  to  be  done  at  GlenfiUan 
Place. 

••  Very  un&ir  indeed,"  repeated  the  ba- 
ron, and  his  lordship  became  as  anxious  as 
Evremond  to  return  home. 

The  fair  sisters  left  without  regret  the 
splendid  ball-room,  the  crowded  theatre; 
but  they  grieved  to  leave  behind  their 
brother  Archibald,  the  much*  endeared 
Ellen,  and  her  littlet  son.  For  lord  and 
lady  6re}^hom  they  felt  all  the  grateful 
a£fection  which  their  unbounded  kindness 
merited ;  but  as  they  said  farewell  to  their 
kind  uncl^  as  they  called  the  highly* 
gratified  merchant  their  tears  flowed  in 
Abundance.. 


CHAP. 


msa  KJBCROlfAKCEB.  M 


CHAPTER  V. 

The  Work-Boa!. 

» 

•*  You  promised  me,  Evremond,  that  you 
would  bring  a  work-box  to  Miss  Hamil* 
ton,  to  replace  the  one  I  demolished  so 
awkwardly  at  the  Glen,"  said  Harvey,  as 
he  c^ned  a  very  beautiful  box  be  held  in 
his  hand. 

Evremond  smiled  at  the  anxiety  he  dis- 
played to  prove  there  was  no  hidden  trea> 
sure,  no  lurking  love-token  in  its  tiny 
drawers. 

**  1  despair  of  her  taking  it  from  any 

hand  but  yours.    Give  me  your  honour, 

Melross,  you  will  prevail  on  her  to  accept 

it,  with  all  its  valuable  contents — adssars^ 

bodkin,  sUk,  and  needles." 

Evremond  again  spoiled  ^%  this  ^n^i^ty 

about 
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about  sudi  a  trifle,  and  gave  uncondition* 
ally  the  desired  proniise. 

Amabel,  who  was  present,  offered  to 
take  charge  of  this  present  to  her  friend, 
and  remarked,  as  Harvey  placed  it  in  a 
morocco  case,  he  pressed  one  of  the  sUver 
flowers  which  decorated  the  lid. 

•*  Sweet  home! — ^How  many  Uissful 
ideas  these  simple  words  convey  to  my 
heart !"  said  Evremond,  as  he  sprung  out 
of  the  carriage  to  meet  his  friend  Macken- 
zie ;  but  every  blissful  idea  fled,  as  he  re* 
marked  the  pallid  cheek,  the  wasted  form 
of  his  earliest  friend. — ^  You  are  ill — ^you 
are  dying  T  cried  he,  wildly  presang  him 
to  his  bosom ;  **  this  life  of  solitude  has 
destroyed  you.  How  often,  how  vainly 
have  I  entreated  to  be  recaUed !  but  you 
would  not  allow  me  to  return.** 

^  If  I  am  ill,  anxiety  for  you  has  caused 
my  illness.  Dearest  Evremond,  you  have 
a  severe  trial  to  encounter;  but  remembw. 
He  who  permits  this  trial,  tempers  the 
wind  to  the  shorn  lamb.** 

«  Grace 
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^  Grace  Hamilton,''  oied  the  agonised 
young  man — **  Grace  Hamilton-—**' 


**  Is  well  and  fiuthfuU  thank  Heaven  T 
"*  What  then  have  I  to  fear?" 
**  My  brother,  my  iron-hearted  brother, 
has  sold  the  fiurm  to  a  stranger." 

^  What  then  ?  Grace  Hamilton  is  well 
and  fidthful ;  there  is  more  land,  and  more 
gentle  landlords,  to  be  met  with  in  the 
neighbourhood  cf  Glenfillan  " 

•*  What's  more,  my  friend — ^his  heart, 
my  brother's  flinty  heart,  has  been  warm- 
ed into  love  by  the  beauty  and  sweetness 
of  Grace  Hamilton :  he  sought,  and  won 
her  uncle's  consent;  and  every  art  and 
every  force  was  tried  to  make  her  his  wife. 
How  grievous  it  is  that  my  own  brother 
is  the  only  man  in  all  this  country  who 
would  thus  persecute  the  affianced  bride 
of  Evremond  Melross !  But  Evremond 
is  here  to  protect  his  bride ;  he  cannot, 
dare  not  persecute  her  now." 

**  The  evils  which  time  and  industry 
can  xemove  I  will  not  shrink  from,  my 

best 
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besl^  my  earliiest  friend;  your  pupil  will 
not  disgrace  his  master.  But  where^  Mac- 
kenzie, is  my  affianced  love  ?" 

**  Here,  at  Glenfillan  Place ;  I  assisted 
tlie  persecuted  girl  last  night  to  escape 
from  her  uncle's :  to-morroir  she  goes  to 
Edinburgh ;  the  liouse  of  Mr.  Maodcmald, 
h»  relation,  is  a  safe  and  honourable  pro- 
tectictti.  Miss  Hamilton  has  undertaken 
to  educate  his  only  chiM;  her  task  will 
be  easy;  Mrs.  Macdonald  is  good  aoid 
gentle,  and  loves  her  as  a  sister.** 

This  last  blow,  the  most  severe  of  a9» 
feH  like  an  ioelxdt  on  the  heart  of  Slvre- 
mond — that  Grace  Hamilton  should  be 
obliged  to  labour  for  her  bread  was  agony 
beyond  endurance,  and  it  required  all  the 
power  Mackenzie  possessed  over  his  mind 
to  tranquillize  bis  feelings,  and  convince 
him  how  improper  it  would  be  fisr  Miss 

Hamilton  to  remain  at  Glenfillan. 

« 

They  now  entered  the  house;  tbdr  ab- 
sence had  been  unnoticed — tbe  story  of 
Gmce  Hamilton  had  engrossed  all  the  at- 
tention 
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tention  of  her  sympathizing  friends.  The 
£iir  sufferer  alone  was  composed :  she  wel- 
comed Evremond  with  a  smile  of  such 
touching  sweetness,  so  full  of  pious  resig- 
nation, of  patient  meekness,  that^  unable 
to  conceal  his  emotion,  he  walked  to  a 
distant  part  of  the  room  to  subdue  it. 

Mackenzie  deplored  the  anguish  he  could 
not  cure,  and,  merely  to  break  the  heavy 
silence,  remarked  the  morocco  case,  and 
asked  what  it  contained. 

''  I  have  promised,  my  sweet  love,**  said 
Evremond^  **  that  you  will  accept  this 
work-box,  to  replace  the  one  broken  by 
caption  Harvey  the  morning  he  left  the 
Glen,  with  all  its  valuable  contents  of 
sdssars,  bodkin,  silk,  and  needles ;''  and 
with  an  attempt  at  gaiety  he  opened  the 
wwk-box.  The  mirror  which  lined  the 
Ud  was  loose,  and  Miss  Hamilton  drew 
from  the  aperture  behind  it  a  letter  to 
Evremond  Melross,  and  the  title-deeds  of 
the  farin,  regularly  assigned  to  Grrace  Ha- 
mHton  and  her  hem  for  ever. 

VOL.  L  ¥  Every 
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Every  eye  was  turned  on  BTreoKmd, 
but  all  remained  still  and  silent  as  stoney 
statues.  As  Melross  read  the  address  of 
Harvey,  all  his  high-souled  pride  that 
would  not  be  obliged  forsook  him. — 
•*  Harvey,  you  have  conquered;  froai 
you,  noble-minded  young  man,  I  can  ac« 
cept  obligation  without  danger  of  degra- 
dation." 

The  baron  closed  his  upraised  hands^ 
and  said — *'  Bless  him,  oh  my  Gk)d !  as  he 
has  this  day  blessed  me  and  mine  P 

Amabel  and  Jessy  hung  delighted  on 
the  bosom  of  their  brother,  and  left  him 
only  to  caress  and  cheer  their  beautiful 
sister,  as  tbey  fondly  called  Miss  Hamil- 
t(Hi ;  while  the  cheek  of  Mackenzie  re- 
gained its  native  roseate  hue,  as  he  echoed* 
with  equal  gratitude,  the  blessings  and 
the  praises  of  the  grateful  baron» 

Whep  the  tumult  of  their  joy  had  in 
fome  degree  subsided,  lord  Melross  caQed 
foT  his  writing-case. — "  I  will  write  to 

your  noble-mioded  ^end>  my  son»  and 

bid 
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Ud  him  to  our  bridal;  a  ibtiier's  heart 
shall  bless  faim^  a  fiitho^s  hand  entreat 
him  to  come  and  witness  the  happiness 
he  has  made." 

When  the  baron  had  finished  his  letter, 
he  perceived  the  paper  Mistered  in  many- 
places  by  the  joy-drops  ivtiich  had  uncon- 
sciously fiillen  from  the  eyes  of  the  happy 
father. — **  Let  it  go/'  said  his  lordship — 
**  it  will  bear  testimony  of  the  happiness 
he  has  created." 


CHAPTER  VI. 

The  Blessififf. 

At  the  sound  of  the  cbaciot«wheels  of 
Harvey  the  assembled  family  iran  to  meet 
Jum ;  the  greatly-agitated  baton  took  bis 
hand--^  Accept,  my  noUe*muided  young 
^i)d»  s  fatlier's  Uessuig:  may  your  chil- 

F  a  dren's 


100  miSH  NECROMANCER. 

dren*s  children  see  you,  a  youthful  sire,  as 
rich  in  happiness  as  you  have  made  me 
and  mine !" 

**  One  blessing  more,  my  father,*  said 
Augustus,  sinking  on  his  knee — ^  Give 
me  your  daughter  Amabel  to  wife.*' 

The  head  of  lord  Melross  dropped  hea- 
vily on  the  shoulder  of  Evremond.— 
^^  Support  me,  my  son ;  I  shall  expire 
with  this  excess  of  bliss." 

The  weakness  of  the  baron  was  bat  mo- 
mentary :  he  took  the  hand  of  Amabel, 
and  as  he  placed  it  in  that  of  Augustus, 
again  repeated  his  blessing  and  his  thanks. 

The  next  morning  Harvey  mentioned 
the  wish  of  his  uncle,  lord  Greythom,  to 
be  present  at  his  marriage. — "  Your  house 
stands  upon  so  large  a  space  of  ground, 
that  I  thought  your  lordship  might  ac- 
commodate my  uncle  without  inconveni- 
ence ;  and  I  told  him  so." 

''  Not  only  my  lord  Greythom  andhii 
noble  lady,  but  my  kind  brother,  Mr* 
Seymour^  my  own  Archibald,  if  he  can 

leave 
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leave  England,  and  his  lovely  Ellen. — 
The  relation  who  adopted  me  had  a  pe- 
culiar fancy  for  building,  and  every  shil- 
ling he  could  spare  was  laid  out  on  this 
house,  in  which  there  are  many  noble 
apartments  unoccupied.  My  Amabel  that 
is  gone  and  I  selected  the  smaller  ones,  as 
more  comfortable  and  better  suited  to  our 
limited  fortune.  While  I  am  writing  to 
your  noble  uncle,  and  my  good  brother 
Seymour,  you  and  Evremond  can  look 
over  the  rooms,  and  regulate  them  as  you 
like." 

"  This  is  by  much  the  best  part  of  the 
house,''  said  Evremond,  as  be  conducted 
hb  friend  through  several  lofty  apart- 
ments; *^  the  banqueting-hall  would  not 
disgrace  the  former  barons  of  Melross." 

**  It  will  make  a  famous  ball-room :  we 
must  get  it  fitted  up  immediately. — 
Would  my  lord  the  baron  deem  me  an 
encroecher,  Evremond,  if  I  asked  him  ta 
allow  me  to  spend  a  month  or  two  every 
year  at  Glenfillan  Place  ?*" 

F  3  The 
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The  deepest  crimson  suffused  the  ooutt- 
tenance  of  Melross. — "  Harvey,  I  read 
your  heart ;  but  the  husband  of  my  sister, 
the  friend,  the  bene&ctor  of  us  al],  must 
command  even  my  fastidious  temper.  Do 
with  these  apartments  as  you  please,  I 
will  guarantee  my  fathei^s  consent  to  your 
wishes* 

*'  Ten  thousand  thanks,  Melross;  on 
my  honour,  I  never  felt  more  obliged :  to 
confess  the  truth,  k»^  Greythom  would 
rather  walk  on  a  Perrian  earpet  than  on 
the  finest  velvet  lawn  that  ever  was  em- 
broidered by  the  hand  of  Nattnre,  and 
that  prospect  would  iqf^iear  hideous  to  his 
lordship,  that  was  not  seen  from  a  win- 
dow curtained  with  silken  drapeiy.  I  am 
well  acquainted  with  the  eoc^tricities  of 
my  family,  and  feel  anxious  to  gratify 
them  in  their  own  way.  How  shall  we 
proceed  ?  can  we  get  what  is  wanting  in 
Scotland,  or  shall  I  send  an  express  to 
London  ?" 

The  nationality  of  Meltoss  glowed  on 

his 
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his  countenance. — **  There  are  very  rich 
carpets  and  very  handsome  drapery  to  be 
had  in  Scotland.'* 

**  Our  friend  Macdonald  will  assist  ua 
— his  own  house  is  splendidly  furnished ; 
and  we  must  ask  him  to  dance  at  our 
bridal^  Evremond — his  sodety  will  be 
quite  a  treasure  to  my  unde  Seymour^** 

The  deserted  apartments  soon  wore  a 
brilliant  appearance,  and  the  encroaching 
Harvey  ccxitrived  to  model  the  whole 
house  to  his  fancy. 

"  The  voice  of  an  angel  could  scarcely 
persuade  me,  three  years  ago,  Mackenzie, 
that  I  would  suffer  such  a  load  of  obligiu 
tion  frcxn  any  man  on  earth ;  yet  I  have 
dowed  a  stranger  of  three  months'  ac- 
quaintance to  portion  my  bride,  and  to 
new-model  and  decorate,  in  this  expensive 
style,  the  house  of  my  father.** 

^  And  I,"*  s^d  Mackenzie,  smiling  at 
the  stilL-unsubdued  pride  of  bis  fiivourite, 
^  have  allowed  this  same  stranger  nearly 
to  rival  you  and  ArchUxQd  in  mj  heart"  ^ 

r  4  With 
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With  feelings  of  the  most  unbounded 
delight  Archibald  Melross  once  more  en- 
tered the  house  of  his  father,  and  lord 
Greythom  contemplated  the  unexpected 
splendour  and  real  happiness  of  all  around 
him  with  undisguised  satisfaction;  while 
Mr.  Seymour,  caressing  and  caressed, 
bowed,  flourished,  and  harangued  his  lov- 
ing and  beloved  auditors,  and  felt  himself 
at  the  very  pinnacle  of  happiness. 
.  As  the  brothers  walked  over  the  richly- 
decorated  apartments,  they  found  Jessy 
weeping  bitterly  in  the  ball-room. — 
^*  What  grieves  my  sister?**  said  Evre- 
mond,  kissing  the  tears  off  her  innocent 
cheeks—**  what  grieves  my  sweet  Jessy  ?" 

**  Mackenzie,  of  Brachenburnie^  wont 
let  William  Lindsay  come  to  our  bridal ; 
he  threatens  to  enforce  the  penalty  in  bis 
father's  will,  and  keep  him  a  minor  till 
twenty-three,  if  Lindsay  disobeys  him.*' 

The  eyes  of  Evremond  flashed  fire. — - 
1^  Tyrant!  he  may  thank  the  love,  the 
gratitude  I  bear  his  brother,  or  long  since 

-    .  I  would 
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I  would  have  made  him  tremble  at  the 
name  of  Melross." 

"  It  wants  a  week  of  the  bridal  day,'*^ 
said  Archibald^  anxious  to  sooth  the  irri^ 
tated  feelings  of  his  brother ;  ^^  Mackenzie 
may  relent." 

They  now  saw  a  horseman  approach 
them  at  full  speed ;  it  was  Lindsay  of 
Craig-RosliQ,  Evremond  threw  open  the 
wmdow.: — **  Hasten — deky  not; — follow 
me  to  Brachenburnie !"  said  the  almost- 
breathless  Lindsay^  and  the  next  moment 
he  was  out  of  sights 

The  brothers  sprung  hastily  from  the 
window,  and  when  arrived  at  the  house 
of  Mr.  Macken;zie,  they  found  a  number 
of  people  collected  before  the  door^  from 
whom  they  learned  Mr^  Mackenzie  had 
that  morning  ordered  the  cattle  of  one  of 
his  tenants  to  be  seized  for  rent : ,  the  case 
was  -peculiarly  severe  on  his  part^  and  he 
found  those  he  had  e;nployed  to.  make 
the  seizure  so  tardy  in  their  duty,  that 
hfi^  Mr.  Mqpkenzie,.  assisted  himself  ta 

IS  St.  drive 
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drive  the  cattle  which  had  so  li^giutlly 
been  seized  upon  by  his  order;  when  one 
of  them,  more  yidous  or  more  worried 
than  the  rest,  turned  suddenly  on  the 
ruthless  landlord,  and  gored  him  so  dread^ 
fully  that  he  expired. on  the  spot. 

Lindsay  by  accident  witnessed  the  last 
sigh  of  his  guardian,  and  ordered  him  to 
be  brought  immediately  home ;  then  has- 
tened to  GlenfiUan,  in  order  to  get  some 
of  the  family  to  assist  him  in  securing  the 
papers  and  the  property  of  the  deceased ; 
and  the  brothers  found  him  busily  em- 
ployed  in  sealing  the  drawers  and  cabinet 
of  his  late  tyrannic  guardian. 

Mr.  Mackenzie  was  greatly  shocked  at 
the  sudden  and  vidtent  death  of  his  near^ 
est  relation,  but  he  afiected  not  to  lametit 
as  a  brother  the  man  who  bad  treated 
him  With  such  cruel  neglect,  and  with 
whoni  fcp  had  little  intercourse  since  he 
was  three  years  old ;  no  exultation  sat  on 
the  brow  of  the  wealthy  heir — ^his  manner 
was  marked  by  that  strict  propriety  which 

never 


netrer  foMok  Mm,  even  for  n  moment ; 
and  the  memory  of  the  Hcb  Mackenasie 
was  leseued  from  the  odium  it  so  justly 
merited)  by  respect  for  the  feelings  of  his 
hrotber» 

On  the  day  of  bis  marriage,  Harvey  re- 
ngned  the  portion  of  his  bride  to  her  sis- 
ter, and»  without  wounding,  tibe  delicacy 

^  her  family,  took  the  satire  expence  of 
the  bridal  on  himsdf; 

Three  months^  after  the  death  of  his 
brother,  Mr.  Mackenzie  was  married  to 
the  stOl-beautiful  Annie;  and  the  same 
diy  Jessy  became  the  bride  of  William 
Lindsay. 

Nothing  material  ooeurred  in  the  family 
^  Meboss  till  a  year-  sifter  the  marriage 
ef  Mr.  Mackenzie,  when  the  lovely  said 
beloved  Ellen,  died  in  giving  birth  to  a 
seoond  aon«  who  survived  his  mother  but 
a  few  haurs«  This  misfortune  was  eqjaally 
deplored  by  her  husband^a^&wily  and  her 
999Xkj  and  the  life  of  the  young;  widower 

waa  desppped  4if  fia^  mtti^y  weeks:   at 

K  6  length 
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kngth  his  health,  but  not  his  happiness, 
was  restored^  and  he  went  with  his  regi- 
ment to  Irdand,  with  a  presentiment  that 
be  would  never  return.  But  time  and 
change  of  scene  restored  his  bloom  and 
confirmed  bis  health,  yet  the  gaiety  of  hi 
heart  remained  in  the  tomb  of  Ellen ;  and 
three  years  after,  when  he  returned  to 
England^  the  crape  still  covered  his  hd-^ 
met  and  encircled  his  arm« 

Colonel  Melross  found  his  cherub  boy 
grown  into  grace  and  beauty,  and  as  he 
nestled  on  his  bosom  or  run  by  his  band, 
be  lured  the  fond  father  into  smiles  and 
happiness^  But  the  frown  of  disccmtent 
gathered  fast  on  the.  brow  of  the  doting 
grandfather^^h^  could  not  endure  to  share 
tli€^  smiles,  of  his  darling  with  any  one  cm 
earth ;  and  when  the  artless  boy  spoke  of 
bis.cmn  papa»  his  handsome  papa,  the  jea* 
]ou$  pangs  of  thevgood  merchant  were  be^ 
yond  endurance. 

^'  Augustus,**  died  Mr«  Seymour,  flou.* 
linbing  both  his  bands  with  great  acton* 

aity,. 
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nity,  "  if  your  brother-in-law  wont  marry, 
I  will,  and  have  heirs  of  my  own :  he  has 
lured  from  me  the  staff  of  my  age — ^the 
smiles  of  my  darling — my  all  on  earth--* 
the  only  child  of  my  Ellen.    Tell  colonel 
Melross  from  me,  that  if  he  consents  to 
marry,  but  not  else,  I  will  settle  all  I  am 
worth  in  the  world  on  this  boy.   My  poor 
Ellen's  twenty  thousand  pounds,  which  I 
always  considered  his  own,  though  he  ne- 
ver would  touch  a  penny  of  it,  I  have 
long  since  placed  in  the  funds  in  his  own 
name,  and  any  addition  he  will  accept 
from  me,  as  a  provision  for  another  family, 
I  will  give  with  great  thankfulness.     If 
he  wont  comply  with  my  wishes,  I  will 
marry  myself;  many  a  fine  lady  will  mar- 
ry the  merchant  for  his  money,  though 
he  may  be  a  little  stricken  in  years ;  not 
that  I  mean  to  sajr  fifly-six  is  the  age  of 
Methuselah,  Mn  Augustus  Harvey ;  and 
then  Seymour  Melross  will  have  little  to 
thank  hb  handsoioe  p^pa  for  when  he 

grows  up^" 

Harvey,, 
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Harvey,  in  repeating  this  conversation 
to  hia  Mend,  softened  the  language  of  his 
uncle^  and  soothed  the  sorrowing  young 
man. 

••  When  shall  I  meet  another  Ellen  ?-— ^ 
Never.  The  smiles,  the  caresses  of  my 
diild,  bad  won  me  back  to  happiness ;  but 
I  will  not  despoil  him>of  arich  inheritance 
ibr  my  own  gratification — I  will  resign 
him  to  his  grandfather.  Harvey,  yoa  are 
a  fath^,^  and*  can  appreciate  the  sacrifice  I 
make.'' 

True  to  his  promise,  colonel  Melross 
went  no  more  to  Harley- street;  but  the 
steady  fi[iendship  of  Harvey  would  not 
allow  him  time  for  solitude — Amabel  and 
her  lovely  children  grouped  round  him, 
and  unconsciously  won  him  back  to  social 
happiness ;  by  degrees  he  mingled  in  their 
parties,  and  the  smile  of  gaiety  was  once 
mote  seefi  on  the  beautiful  countenance  o^> 
Melross* 

The  first  tknehq  saw  Emma  Cleveland,, 
her  extreme  likeness  to  his  lost  Ellein  ^t- 

tracted: 
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tTacted  and  fixed  his  attention,  and  Mttn 
vey  determined  this  first  impression  should 
not  £ide  away;  with  artful  kindness  he 
contrived  their  frequfent  meetings,  and 
the  Iieart  of  Melross  again  expanded  with 
love  and  hope. 

When  Mr.  Seymour  was  informed  that 
colonel  Melross  was  willing  to  yield  com- 
pliance to  his  wishes,  the  good  merchant 
readily  fulfilled  Ws  own  part  of  the  agree- 
ment— ^he  loaded  the  blooming  bride  with 
costly  presents ;  and  as  he  pressed  his  in* 
fant  heir  to  his  bosom,  fondly  exclaimed 
•^**  I  have  bought  you,  my  darling,  with 
all  I  am  worth  in  the  world." 

The  fate  of  Emma  and  her  husband  is 
already  known.  When  baron  Meflross 
heard  this  tale  of  woe  confirmed,  he  closed 
his  bands  in  pious  resignation-—"  His  will 
be  done,  who  gives  and  who  takes  away  !** 
were  the  last  words  he  ever  spoke ;  a  pa* 
ralytic  stroke  followed  the  dreadful  shock 
be  had  received,  and  a  few  hours  termi- 
nated 
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nated  the  existence  of  the  good»  the  ex.- 
emplaiy  baron  Mdross. 

Mr.  Seymour  survived  him  many  years, 
and  Augustus  Harvey,  now  lord  Grey- 
thorn,  assisted  his  grandson  to  rock  the 
cradle  of  his  old  age,  and  his  parting 
breath  called  down  blessings  on  them 
who  had  long  made  existence  to  him  a 
blessing. 

The  marriage  of  Seymour  Melross  with. 
Rosabel,  the  youngest  daughter  of  the 
present  baron,  who  had  succeeded  to  the 
estate  of  Mr.  Hamilton  shortly  after  the 
death  of  his  father^  was  the  occasion  of  so 
many  of  the  family  being  in  England. 

The  morning  after  sir  James  was  forced 
from  the  theatre  by  the  tormenting  kind- 
ness of  lord  Coldbrook,.  dean.  Cleveland 
and  Mr..  Melross  called  on  him  at  lord 
Milwood's.  His  lordship  gave  them  a 
most  ludicrous  account  of  the  conduct  of 
lord  Coldbrook,  and  his  firmi  belief  in 
iyitcbci:aft.. 

•*  I  protesC 
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"  I  protest/'  said  the  dean,  **  I  never 
heard  any  thing  so  extraordinary;  I 
thought  he  had  more  common  sense. 
What  could  induce  the  marquis  to  invent 
such  a  fairy  tale  ?*' 

Mr.  Melross  seemed  greatly  amused.— 
"  Lord  Greythom  told  me  yesterday  a 
circumstance,  from  which  we  can  readily 
trace  the  origin  of  this  wild  legend. 
About  a  year  ago,  the  marquis  of  Lever- 
ton  made  proposals  for  lady  Augusta 
Harvey,  which  were  decidedly  rejected. 
The  self-love  of  the  marquis  was  so  se- 
verely wounded  by  this  refusal,  that  his 
lordship  has  had  no  intercourse  with  the 
family  ever  since.  Unwillingness  that  lord 
Coldbrook  should  hear  of  his  disappoint- 
ment, was  no  doubt  the  cause  of  his  in- 
venting this  fabulous  history,  as  an  excuse 
to  avoid  them.*' 

When  sir  James  was  introduced  to  lord 
Greythom,  he  was  astonished  at  the  fixed 
beauty  of  his  countenance — his  lordship 
looked  scarcely  ten  years  older  than  his 

eldest 
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eldest  son,  that  was  married  to  a  daughter 
of  Mr.  Mackenzie.  In  lady  Augusta  Har«> 
vey  sir  James  Colville  recognised  the  love^ 
ly  witch  who  had  caused  sueh  an  uproar 
in  the  bnun  of  lord  Coldhrook ;  and  in 
six  weeks  the  Melross  fiimily  left  London, 
to  celebrate  the  marriage  of  lord  Grey- 
thom*s  only  daughter  with  sir  lames  C^ 
vUle,  at  Glenfilhn  Place. 


CHAPTEll  VII, 

The  Beer  Park. 

Aftee  a  lapse  of  many  years,  we  now  in* 
troduce  the  son  of  lady  Isabel  and  Mr. 
Melross  as  earl  of  EUesmere :  he  ^  had 
sought  for  and  obtained  the  title  of  his 
grand£Mlier,  to  descend  to  his  heirs  male 
and  female ;  he  had  married  the  sole  heir* 
ess  of  his  wide  Seymour  Meboss^  and 

was 
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was  faimtelf  the  only  dbSid  of  his  paitnts^ 

and  the  heir  of  dean  Clerdand.   His  locd< 

ship  was  a  widower,  and  his  son,  lord 

Denbeigfa,  had  been  some  yeax^  married 

to  hdy  Louisa  Davenport,  daughter  to 

the  marquis  of  Heatherly;   and  shortly 

after^  the  present  eail  of  Coldbrook  wa* 

united  to  the  sister  of  lady  Denbeigfa. 

These  noblemen  now  stood  in  the  same 

relative  situation  to  eadi  other  as  their 

grandfiitha^  had  dcMie  many  years  before^ 

Lord  CoMlmx>k  loot  both  his  parents 

when  an  in&nt,  and  the  old  earl,  his 

pandfiither,  took  unceasing  pains  to  ira» 

press  on  his  youthful  mind  his  own  aCi^ 

centric  whims:  in  part  only  hia  lordship 

succeeded;  ^e  historf  of  the  Wiaard'ft 

Glen  the  young  Fitzaubume  ridiculed  as 

a  fimeifiil  romance,  and  no&ii^  could  in^ 

duce  him  to  bear  enmity  against  a  ftmily 

that  never  shewed  any  hcKstiie  intention 

towards  his  own ;  but  tbe  wish  to  ootrivai 

the  still-flourishing  deer  paric  of  lord  Honv- 

by  was  fixed  as  firmly  in  fall  biain  aa  ibe 

heart 
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heart  of  his  grandfather  could  wish ;  his 
solemn  promise  soothed  the  dying  earl, 
and  cheered  the  last  ray  of  gently-declin- 
ing life — ^that  every  exertion  sanctioned 
by  honour  should  be  made  to  accomplish 
this  long-cherished  wish;  and  lord  Cold- 
brook  now  looked  forward  to  the  union 
of  his  only  son,  lord  Fitzaubume,  with 
one  of  the  daughters  of  lord  Denbeigh,  as 
the  means  by  which  this  solemn  promise 
was  to  be  fulfilled.  Rosabel^  the  young- 
est,  was  the  decided  favourite  of  her  oou-p 
sin,  and  lord  Coldbrook  took  advantage 
of  this  juvenile  attadiment  .to  mention 
the  long-wished-for  union  to  her  father. 
Lord  Deilbeigh  could  make  no  objection 
to  this  alliance;  and  lord  EUesmere  de- 
dared  the  first  wish  of  his  heart  would  be 
accomplished  when  Fitzauburne  was  mar- 
ried  to  his  granddaughter. 

In  talking  over  this  alliance  with  lord 
Coldbrodc,  his  lordship  mentioned  that, 
previous  to  his  leaving  London  that 
spring,  he  had  settled  his  worldly  ai&irs, 

and 
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and  made  his  will. — "^  I  hove  made  both 
the  girls  of  age  at  eighteen.  To  Geral- 
dine,  the  heiress  of  my  title,  I  hare  left 
five  thousand  pounds  a-year;  and  at  the 
death  of  her  father,  all  my  estates,  either 
by  inheritance  or  purchase:  To  Rosabel, 
one  hundred  thousand  pounds,  to  which 
shall  be  added  the  Grove ;  I  will  resign  it 
to  Fitzauburne  on  the  day  he  become 
the  husband  of  RosabeL'' 

With  difficulty  lord  Coldbrook  sup- 
pressed the  joy  he  felt  from  appearing  too 
excessive ;  and  the  settlements  his  lordship 
proposed  making  on  Rosabel  were  liberal, 
even  beyond  the  wishes  of  her  grandfather. 

Lord  Fitzauburne  was  seventeen,  and 
Rosabel  three  years  younger,  when  this 
engagement  was  entered  into  by  their  fa- 
thers, and  the  attachment  of  the  affianced 
lovers  became  every  day  more  apparent. 

"  There  is  one  proffigate  less  in  the 
world,"  remarked  lord  Coldbrook,  when 
he  heard  sir  Charles  Selwyn  was  killed  in 
a  duel    ^*  His  friend  the  signora  has  no 

doubt 
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doubt  taken  good  care  of  henelf ;  tmt 
ynhat  is  to  become  of  his  daughter  ?  sir 
Charles  has  long  been  considared  a  ruined 
man." 

'*  The  dowager  marchioness  of  Heather- 
ly  has  adopted  this  child  of  her  favourite 
n^hew,  and  is  lavish  in  her  pndse:  the 
marchioness  intends  to  bring  her  next 
week  to  the  Grove," 

'*  Let  the  dowager  beware — the  serpent 
ahe  nourishes  in  her  bosom  may  stmg  her 
to  death." 

.  *'  You  are  severe,  Coldfarook,"  said  lord 
JBUesmere,  mildly. 

.  ^  No,  my  lord — ^indeed  I  am  not  Ce& 
the  flower  of  the  poison-tree  ever  be  the 
blossom  of  health ;  or  the  child  of  an  infi* 
^1. father^  educated  by  his  abandoned  oris- 
jtveis,  be  a  chenib  of  purity  at  fifta^i  ? 
This  visit  of  Out:  inaccfaioness  to  the  Gnvva, 
iluia  aceompoiiied,  gives  me  more  uneasi- 
ness thesi  I  can  wdil  acoount  for..  Fttv- 
lAubftime  shall  not  leave  Oxford  while  they 
»main  Juene/' 

When 
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<  When  the  expected  viators  arrived,  lovd 
Benbeigh  belield,  with  adEiiring  wonder, 
this  nuisterpiece  of  nature,  Frances  Sel- 
wyn;  no  look  of  ocmsdous  beauty  in- 
creased the  brilliant  colour  on  her  cheek, 
or  sparkled  in  her  clear  blue  eye — the 
smile  of  innocence  played  on  her  coral 
lip,  and  virgin  modesty  and  timid  soft- 
ness were  throned-on  her  polished  brow. 

In  the  evening,  the  marchioness  desired 
Miss  Selwyn  to  accompany  her  voice  with 
the  harp ;  and  saint  Cecilia  seemed  again 
to  visit  earth,  as  she  sung,  '^  Angels,  ever 
bright  and  fair,''  in  sounds  almost  c&> 
lestial. 

Lord  Coldbrook  was  cold  and  silent, 
nor  accorded  in  the  general  voice  of  praise. 
The  humble  pleading  look  of  Frances 
caught  his  eye ;  it  seemed  to  say^-^'^  How 
am  you  hate  a  being  so  anxious  to  win 
your  favour  ?"*  ^ut  the  CQuntoBWce  of 
bis  lordship  remained  unaltered— eold  aod 

i«p^nt  fis  a  sto^y  ftatiie;  n^  he  re- 
tained, 


120  ntlSH  NECROMANCER. 

tained,   during  the  entire  evening,   the 
same  stem  severity  of  manner. 

The  next  day  lord  Coldbrook  did  not 
appear  at  the  Grove ;  and  lord  Ellestnere, 
who  loved  him  as  a  son,  went  to  Elmwood 
Castle  to  inquire  the  cause,  and  found  his 
lordship  in  deep  cogitation  in  his  study. 
From  his  morning  dress,  it  was  evident 
he  had  not  been  out  all  day. — "  Have  you 
been  ill,  Henry,"  said  his  lordship,  "that 
we  have  not  seen  you  at  the  Grove  as 
usual  ?" 

"Never  better,  my  dear  lord;  but,  to 
confess  the  truth,  a  few  of  the  fanciful  le- 
gends of  my  poor  grandfather,"  and  his 
eyes  glistened  as  he  spoke,  **  were  floating 
through  my  brain,  and  the  lapse  of  time 
was  forgotten.  Were  he  alive  now,  his* 
opinion  of  the  enchantress  at  the  Grove 
would  not  save  her  from  the  penalty  of 
witchcraft.  Seriously,  I  tremble  for  the 
peace  of  Denbeigh,  his  admiration  for  this 
syren  is  so  sudden^  so  rapids  so  enthusiaBtifo. 

I  must 
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I  nmb  be*  a^  ohaiwed  man ;  ftr  repeMent 
to^mf*  heut  ave  her  sinilM^  and  I  shudifer 
as  if  a  serpent  crossed  my  path,  as:  I  look 
09  her  witohing  form*" 

^  This  ista  vevy  bad  re(»m,  Harry^  for 
the^  evident  admiratioar  Misa  SMwyn  fae^ 
stowed  on  yoih  uRjppadous  ae  you  were 
detemiined  to  appear.** 

**  I  make  no  doubt  she  would  admire 
the  ooroQet' of  a  oonntess^  though  pkoed 
on  her  brow  by  the  hand  of  a  widower 
tweaty^^wo  years^ older  than  herself;  and 
a  hrge  estate  is  preferable  to  a  state  of  de- 
peadenoe  on  an  antiquated  dowager.  I 
see-tteougb  her  arts,  and  wish  to  Heaven 
I  had  nothing  more  to  fear  fi>r  Denbeigh 
than  myself**^ 

«"  X  tfainlc,'*  said  lord  BUesmere^  hal& 
jestin^^  *^  you  are  wdl  inetined  at  pre« 
Bent  to  compose  a  faneiftil  history^  and^ 
make  poor-  Denbeigh  a  hem  of  lomanee, 
aai  Misa  Selwyn  t^  eAohantreM^  that  is^ 
iirted!  to*  Ime  hior  tia  rain.  CSome*  to*  the* 
Gtove>aa  unud^  £tenyy,  and-  be*  Us'  spear 
ymL.1.  Q  and 
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and  shidd  agunst  oiduaitmeiit ;  my  um 
Gumot  have  a  nxwe  fidthful  guardian  of 
hJM  peace  and  honour.** 

When  lord  EUesmere  retomed  home^ 
he  finind  the  houae  in ANifasi<m ;  the. car- 
riage of  the  duke  of  Dunbane  had  beai 
broken  down  near  the  Grov^  and  lord 
Denbdgli,  who  witnessed  the  aecadast, 
had  him  brought  home.  The  duke  was 
greatly  bruised,  and  Ued  profusdy  from  a 
wound  in  his  temple.  His  giaee  was  too 
much  exhausted  to  speak,  and  seemed  in. 
a  kind  of  stupor.  The  medical  goitlemeu. 
who  were  called  in  to  his  assistance,  ap- 
prehended no  matarial  injury  to  his  grace;, 
but  the  great  debility  occasioned  by  the 
loss  of  so  much  blood,  and  the  bruises  he 
had  received,  m^ht  j^v^t  his  being  able 
to  travel  for  some  weeks,  and  desired  his 
grace  might  be.  kept  perfectly  quiet. 

Miss  Selwyn  was  how  all  atixiety  fiur 

the  inyalid .  duke ;  nothiiig  could  induce 

her  to  strike;  tl^e  chords  of  the  harp,  or 

rsdse  hei:  dulcet  vojce  beyond.^a  whiiqper; 

i    ,  ^  .  though 
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tiKxigh  the  duke  was  placed  in  a  part  of 
the  house  so  remote  from  the  apartments 
usually  occupied,  that  a  ftill  concert  could 
scaradj'  be  heard  in  his  room. 

''  Angel  of  softness  !'*  said  lord  Den- 
beigh,  in  whispering  accents,  **  I  tremble 
as  I  gaze,  lest  kindred  angels  should  call 
tiieir  sister  spirit  to  the  skies,  and  take 
irom  the  desolated  eiuth  its  brightest  or- 
nament" 

^  TMs  lady  fair,  so  celestialized,  would 
prrfer  the  ducal  coronet  to  ornament  her 
brows^on  which  her  mental  fancy  is  so 
firmly  fixed  at  presait,  to  all  this  angelic 
praise,"  thought  lord  Coldbrook,  as  his 
dark  eye  seemed  to  search  the  inmost  re- 
cesses of  her  heart 

Conscious,  but  without  confusion,  the 
fair  Frances  bore  the  scrutiny,  and  wished 
to  evade,  by  the  most  consummate  art, 
the  penetration  of  his  eagle  eye. — **  The 
day  may  come,  my  haughty  lord,"  thought 
the  indignant  beauty,  **  Frances  Selwyn 
will  be  no  longer  a  portionless  orphan ; 

G  S  and 
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dpd  tf  mj  power  can  vencA  yoiJb  trcnoUet 
tfaou  haughtiest  of  tbe  haiigtifyr 

The  intended  union  of  lord  Fitwubucne 
with  his  cousin  was  a  sounse  of  unoeasing 
ic^cation  and  regret  to  the  marchimess  of 
Beatherlj ;  her  ladyship  had  destined,  the 
splendid  dowar  of  the  aflSaneed ,  Bosabel 
to.  clear  the  not-ligblly*em»uaQheied  estate 
of  her  fiiyourke  grandchild,  the  young 
marquis  of  Heatherly,  and  the  disappoint- 
ed msurchioneSs  poured  her  unavaifing  la- 
mentations in  the  attentive  ear  of  the  dg- 
nora  da  Cortina,  whose  soothing  adulation, 
like  the  honied  dew^rop,  halmed  the  ir« 
rotated  fedings  of  the  dowager. 


CHAP- 
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CHAPTER  VIII, 


Tkeltalum. 


Guided  by  an  inAlfifailiiy  of  judgment^ 
whidi^  in  her  own  ofoinon,  was  incapable 
of  eiwr,  the  maiehioness  could. never  be 
indooed  to  befie^re  that  aignora  da  Cortina 
^s  mote  to  her:nephetir^  m  Charles  S^^ 
wyn,  than  the  governess  of  his  daughter ; 
and  the  wily  Italian  tDok  advantage  of 
this  favourable  opinion^  to  establish  herself 
in  the  neighbourhood  of  her  ladyship  at 
Ricbmond,  where  the  signora  had  free 
access  >to  her  former  pupiL  The  graoeflil 
sweetness  of  the  Italian,  the  dulcet  soft- 
ness of  hec  well-timed  adulation,  won  the 
esteem,  the  bosom's  confidence  of  the  weak,, 
vain,  and  self*^eliided  marchioness  of  Hea- 
^ly^  and  confirmed  her  belief  that  the 

G  3  mind 
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mmd  of  the  fascinating  signora  was  as  per- 
fect as  her  fann. 

The  morning  before  Miss  Selwyn's  visit 
to  the  Grove,  the  signora  da  Cortina  men- 
tioned the  earl  of  Coldbrook  as  one  of  the 
richest  noblemen  in  England. — **  His  lord- 
ship is  an  enthusiastic  admirer  of  beauty ; 
and  who  is  so  perfect  in  loveliness  as  my 
Frances  ?  Exert  your  powers  ci  fiueina- 
tion,  child  of  my  hearts*— the  coronet  will 
bind  that  polished  brow  of  thine ;  and  toy 
peerless  Frances,  no  longer  a  dependent 
orplian,  will  shine  the  brightest  beauty  of 
the  British  court** 

^"^  The  earl  of  Coldbroc^  has  a  son  6lder 
than  I  am»  signora.** 

*^  What  then,  my  rose  of  beauty?  ins 
lordriiip  is  still  young,  handsome,  and 
what  the  prejudiced  would  call  virtuous 
and  amiable.  Introduced  to  the  admiring 
world  as  countess  of  Coldbrook,  you  will 
be  worshipped  as^  fashion's  brightest  idol, 
and  princes  kneel  at  the  shrine  of  sove- 
reign beauty,'  Let  ambition  be  your  guid- 

ing 
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ing  star,  and  p<mip  and  power  will  follow 
in  your  train.  But  oh  beware  of  love! 
its  rosy  wreaths  are  full  of  thorns ;  and 
sbe  who  truly  loves  will  be  the  victim  of 
imperious  man,  who  smiles  but  to  destroy. 
Had  ambition  been  my  guide,  splendour, 
and  powar,  and  greatness,  had  been  mine ; 
bat  I  loved,  and  the  rosy  wreath  I  chose 
l^ted  the  thorns  of  disappointment  in 
my  heart,  more  deep,  more  deadly  than 
the  venomed  serpent's  tooth— I  loved,  and 
was  deodved,  abandoned,  scorned. 

**  At  fifteen  I  left  the  convent  in  which 
I  was  placed  at  four  years  €Ad,  to  witness 
the  nuptials  of  my  sister  with  an  Italian 
nobleman  of  the  highest  rank,  and  thought 
the  new  world  I  entered  on  a  paradise  of 
sweets.  Great  care  had  been  bestowed  on 
my  educatimi,  as  the  future  wife  of  the 
duca  del  Qunpo :  he  was  three  times  my 
age,  stupid,  well-intentioned,  and  w^thy 
beyond  the  power  of  calculation.     . 

^  Ambiig  thq  bridal  guests  was  a  young 
Scotchman^  whose  &ce  and  form  I  never 

G  4  yet 
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yet  MWrequdled;  cfais  aniHe  w«s  ^le  iM^ 

Jimigerof  l9ve  and  joy^  and  Im  igncefid 

jgaiety  thiew  ^  £l$cuiatkig  ebarm  xxk  Ms 

€veiy  loek  and  melaoii.    My  heart  ac- 

panddd  to  li^wlve  the  ^deatratkMi  iae  so 

lavishly  faestowed^^  loved,  I  wwshifq^ 

this  idol  of  my  heart's  truest,  fondest  ^fifec- 

tioAs,  and  turned  with  tenror  «Bd  disgust 

.  from  my  affianced  »lord,  to  htek  «  the 

beam  <of  hrigfatsst  49e«aty— ^the  ajpalrkfing 

ayebeMaa  of  the  SeoCtish  Edward. 

**  My  <lordly  father  issued  ikaUk  ids  £at 
— *in  two  months  my  doom  ^of  miatty  was 
sealed  fyv  ever,  for  tfaen  my  mmim  would 
rtake  iphuie  with  the  daea  del  Ckmfpo.  1>^- 
apai(r<and  anguish  ^se&eed  imy  fakitiag  heant, 
ivbidi^ray  haagbty  sive  vmstookibr-maiiten 
badifbkiess,  and  >yitho3it  hesEtaftioalie  om- 
sonted  tor'my  vetum  to  the  oonvent  of  3t. 
TJrsuk  till  the  allotted  period*. 

*'  I  h^  ibr  souse  tifooe  observed  Hiat  re- 
ligion was  looee  the  ekwk  than  tlie  staff 
"of  this  *<xnximunity,  so  ixtask  oetebrated  for 
its  fi^y;  .and  the  stiperior  draadittg  nJy 

penetration, 
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pendatotion,  erndthe 'exposure  whidi  might 
MIow  my  entrance  into  the  world  of  fk^ 
sbkm/was  easily  {irevailed  upon  to  .assist 
my  escape ;  and  ray  noble  lover  lexoeeded 
in  /MbektJity  the  moBt  avaridaiB  dreams  of 
the  ahbessa  of  :i9t  Ursula. 

^  Ircsnained  ibt  some  time  in  the  neigh-, 
boarfaood  of  the  eonvent,  to  avert  «iy  sus-^ 
picidhs  tibtat  might  fall  on  hha  after  my 
ffight  2was  known ;  fbnt  .the  ihciy  abbessa 
had  ^e^pally  aeeured  us  from  ^suspicion  and 
feoai  langer.  A  young  English  girl^ 
whose  frimids  liad  :pla«ed  her  in  the  con- 
vent of  iSt.  Ursula,  to  take  the  veil  and 
then  be  forgotten  for  eVet,  died  of  a  brolEen 
h«trt  this  mbniing  I  esoaped  from  her 
dcMStered  prisDn,  and.Marianne  Sedly  was 
lanented^  ttiedim^hteV'^  the  marchese 
of ,  iind  bulled  in  the  tomb  of  his 

"  I  left  Yny  4ia«ive  ItaSy  In  the  habit  of 
a  boy,  and  appeared  in  Spain  as  the  or* 
phimied  itela^Ve  of  my  lover,  and  fiwr  three 
years  I  ^fiaoliKed  the^ed  bUfls  of  angels. 

g5  ♦*I3oii 


ISO  IRISH  NSCBOHAKCXR. 

^  Don  Jax>me  d^Avejto,  a  Spani^ 
noble,  of  haughty  and  overbearing  man- 
ners,  fiatened  a  quarrel  on  my  beloved 
one  evaiing  at  the  Frendi  ambassador's : 
they  agreed  to  meet  next  day  at  the  ruiiis 
of  Santo  Pietro :  a  smfle  >of  the  most  dead- 
ly import  passed  over  the  malignant  fea- 
tures of  D'Aveyro»  and  stamped  assassin 
on  his  brow*  Soon  after  he  spoke  to  one 
of  the  attoidants:  the  man  returned  in 
half  an  hour,  and  addressed  don  Jerome, 

m 

who  instantly  left  the.  room.  I  glided 
softly  after,  and  perceived  the  fitvoulite 
domestic  <rf!  D'Aveyro  enter  \yith  his  lord. 
-^^  A  small  refreshment  :SOon.'  Lij^t  as 
the  thistle-down  wer^^  my  footsteps,  as  J 
concealed  myself  behind  the  drapery  of 
the  window. — *  Tell  Bi^tiste  Guiscwdo/ 
said  don  Jerome,  '  to  meet  me  at  mid- 
night ;  a  friend  of  mine  wants  his  services 
before  three  o*clock  to-morrow.  He  may 
demand  his  own  fuice/ 

^  Tbe^  servant  bowed,  and  withdirew. 
D^Aveyro  approached  the  sideboard  near 

which 
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whidiil  stood,  and  filled  a  goblet  with 
sparkling  wine. — '  A  pleasant  and  happy 
meeting  witli  your  friends  in  Elysium^ 

marquia  of  T  and   he  raised  the 

goblet  to  his  lips. 

"  The  servant  again  entered,  don  Je> 
rdme  placed  the  untast^  wine  on  the 
board,  and  they  walked  to  a  distant  part 
of  the  room.  I  dways  carried  in  my  bo- 
som a  precious  drug,  which  gave  to  death 
the  appearance  of  apoplexy,  and  for  tliree 
days  the  u»ial  symptoms  of  poison  did 
not  appear  on  the  bodyi  A  mom^it  re- 
moved the  drug  from  niy  bosom  to  the 
cup,  and  with  a  heart  light  as  my  feathery 
footsteps  I  joined  my  Edward  in  the  balU 
room,  befoie  he  missed  me  from  his  side. 

'^  When  don  Jerome  again  appeared^ 
the  triumph  which  inflated  his  bosom  shot 
in  rays  demoniac  firom  his  eyes,  and  he 
smiled  with  horrid  pleasure  on  all  arotlrid. 
Suddenly  the  pangs  of  dissolution  seized 
bW  irame,  and  he  fell  to  tlie  ground,  con« 
yulsed  and  speechless.    My  Edwai'd  waa 

'        g6  the 
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the  fiiBifc  te  anM;  imd  aippttrC  him;  «id«8 
he {tfesnd tfiehttd (if  the  dybstg  tnaB'in 
amit]r/lie>l6oked  as  unearthly  «  «  Smmoi 
angd  c£  ^ht  The  {ihysidaiis  who  weie 
hastily  collected  around  hko,  dedaied  the 
death  of  'ian  Jcframe  d'AvcgFio  was  occa- 
sioned bjjr  «p^Ie9iy»  aad  the  Mai  ^imae 
was  nevw  suqpected. 

^  Ydu  wiU  not  neet  don  Jerame  d^A- 
v^lK>  «t^the  rukis  of  Sairto  iE^iiBbo  to-«Mr- 
201^'  <AiA  if  lapturoudy  emhiaaiig  liQr 
lover;  ^  mat  wHl  the  ^tilMto  of  Bafitidte 
Guisoaffdo.be  sheathed  jn  ymur  faoacHo^  9b^ 
'Edwud.'-^'  What  means  ny  iridofta?  and 
iKdio  is  Baptiate  Gviscardo?' 

^  I  now  iischafed  to  him  iStit  ^reaekcity 
of  &>n  Jeroitie^  and  43k  means  hy  which 
I  ittd  pnasrved  his  life.  No  fold  lem* 
btfaoe^  >nD:ia|ttliBonB  acknehidcdgmenka.  for 
ffreserved  ^esislctiee^  MIowed  iUafnaof  4)f 
love  -eifihttsiaatie;  the  .fimoe  ctf  Edarasd 
became  cbnVulsed^ith^a^9]t»  aftd  ytm^r- 
.derf  im  ^osrid  aeoeifbii  fdlfamAis^nBlft 

^  I  endeavoured 


*"  I  «id6Svoutefl  to  )»QPTO  ^e  neonsity 
of  tietffttoerviitiet),  mid  Meautioud^  de- 
rided itfae  fear  of  fidtuve  vengMkio^  «id  a 
woidd  %o  eome.-^'  Leanre  ibcse  'modkicb 
iiibks,  My  ilelovefl  Edvrard,  to  those  less 
foitiiiHit^4ess  happy;  yfh^e  me,  mshaokled 
by  sopentitioD,  bosk  in  the  aanbeam  of 
love  and  joy.' 

^  Tbe  next  monmig,  his  cheek  was  pde 
and  oold  as  marine,  ami  iiis  amile  was  the 
smile  of  agmy.  After  fareak&st,  my  lover 
naentiotied  his  intention  of  going  to  Tole- 
do, and  I  readily  contented  to  aeoompany 
him.  I  vmB  scarcely  seated  in  the  carriage 
when  my  eyw  *grew  heavy,  and  .placing 
my  head  dn  the  bosom  of  my  Edward,  I 
£eU  fast  asleep.  When  I  oweke,  how 
chained  my  pHlow  and  my  fate!  how 
diai^^  file  heart  that  glowed  so  late 
with  love  supreme,  amboanded  !-s-I  was 
placed  fon  /a  isooBiH  bed  in  a  danow  eeU, 
Whole  'giated  wisidotr  gave  sufficient  light 
to  shew  I  had  beai  diireeted  of  my  bcyiah 
faabilfanents^  and  naW  irose  the  habit  of  >ti 

novice 
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novice  of  St.  Clare.  Bot  my  corset  stiU 
circled  my  wabt,  in  which  the  caciefiil  ab- 
bessa  of  St  Ursula  had  concealed  s6me 
fine  diamonds^  the  gift  of  my  intended 
husband,  the  duca;  a  large  packet  of  the 
powder  whose  efficacy  I  had  so  ree^itly 
proved  on  don  Jerome ;  and  directions  how 
to  assume  the  complexion  of  every  nation, 
without  injury  to  my  own.  I  esteemed 
these  precautions  useless;  and  as  the  ab- 
bessa  dreiw  the  portrait  of  mmn  as  he  is,  I 
believed  the  picture  coloured  by  disap- 
pointment, and  shaded  by  monastic  gloom ; 
but  I  have  since  feund  the  colouring,  from 
nature,  sliaded  by  experience^ 

^  I  now  recollected,  and  determined  to 
profit  by  the  advice  of  the  fiiendly  ab- 
bessa,  and  trearaied  her  counsels  in  my 
heart  :-*to  bend  to  the  storm  I  could  not 
brave ;  to  let  xevenge  lie  dormant  in  iny 
bosom,  tiU  I  C(Hild  avenge  my. wroi^.itti 
hiuidred  £»ld;  and  that  vaigejknoe  should 
pursue  him  who  abandoned  or  deccaved 
the  heart  that  truly 4oved :  that  heiurt  Was 

mine 
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mine  that  loved  so  truly ;  but  butred,  deep 
and  deadly,  Usurped  the  place  of  food  af- 
fection, and  him,  who,  a  few  hours  before, 
I  would  have  died  to  save,  I  now  consi- 
dered as  a  OQonster  €{  ingratitude,  At  on}y 
to  be  blotted  from  creation;  and  calmed 
the  tempest  of  my  mind  with  hopes  of 
fiiture  power— of  future  vengeanee. 

'*  In  about  an  hour  a  wrinkled  nun  en- 
tered the  cell,  whose  face  was  the  epitome 
of  envy,  hatred,  and  all  uncbaritaU^iess. 
— *  Arise,*  she  cried,  in. hollow  apd  sepid- 
diral  tones,  'arise,  and  follow  me.' 

"  I  bent  in  gentle  meekness  before  this 
harridan. — '  Holy  mother,  will  a  saint  like 
vou  condescend  to  tell  a  child  of  earth 
why  am  I  bere  ?  why  do  I  wear  the  liaUt 
of  St.  Clare?' 

^  The  bag  grinned  horribly  a  ghastly 
smile,  and  again  repeated-^^  Arise,  and 
follow  me;  we  have  punishments  for  the 
stubborn,  and  Chains  for  the  refractory.*  - 

"  My  heart  was  not  dismayed  by  the 
grim  visage  of  this  Hecate,  whom  I  fi»l- 

lowed» 
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lowed,  mfliottt  fear  m*  b^eiBbHng/into  die 
precfence  of  the  roperion  The  abbailessa 
was  ^lone,  and  my  hideons  oonductreiss 
Hrttanltly  cKsatppeai^d.  I  appMached  with 
an  aspedt  <^f  decip  ^humility,  and  kneeling 
at  the  feet  of  the  raadte,  plaeed  my  fore- 
head on  her  footBtool.— '  Rosalie*  des 
Tonnes,'  said  the  snperier,  in  gentle  ac* 
>ceni8»  '  your  pious  brother  has  restored 
you  to  the  bosom  of  the  ohurch,  to  whi«ih 
yon  were  deditiated  fhim  inflmcy,  and  has 
been  a  muntfieent  bene&ctor  to  this  tscm- 
vent  for  yonr  sake;  and  if  seventy  has 
tempted  you  to  stray  ;feam  your  late  abbde^ 
the  name  of  wbicii  I  shall  never  seek  to 
know,  let  the  kindness  you  will  here  ex- 
perience ieonvinoe  your  3&ieiid^  that  you 
no  longer  wish  to  stray  froih  the  paths  of 
piety  amd  peace;  iRosaiie,  y^ur  heretic 
Imer  is  no  "more.  Be  'tliaidcfbl  that,  by 
his  death,  you  hove  eseaped  beitij^  contk- 
mmdted  by  ^the^heresy  <rfhis  prineiples/ 

"  As  I  ocmld  not  clearly  comprehend 
the  meaning  4f  tliis  Jiaranfgu^  I  'ck>tiied 

my 
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iiif  ignorance  linter  tlie'Tsil  dftiffilction, 
wd  vrept  ihifiijlMitly»  cl^teraiiliBd  to  te* 
imiii  jdiMKirbed  in  -grief  till  I  oonld  aseer- 
tBin  the  asagned  oause  tor  middng  me  a 
piiioner  finr  life.-^'  Ariae^  my  <shiU,  and 
be-omforted,'  aaid  ihe  mild  madare  donna. 
She  Icksed  my  fotebcady  and  aontided  a 
^maU  &iver  bell  mrhidi  atodd  on  the  table 
boBide  her.  Hecrte  again  apqaeared.  Dis- 
gUiBt,  not  terror,  imfielled  me  todtaw  the 
veil,  tddch  ueaxfy  enveloped  tay^  ioim^ 
orer  my  eyes,  and  the  neect  'moment  I 
half-dreaded  my  own  tementy  of  cmdnot. 
~*  Tell  dster  Maddetina  to  aAtcn^'  nid 
the  gentle^bhadessa;  and  K^hen  I  mrVeU- 
ed  my  featunes,  the  eoontenance  of  tbe 
heauiaful  mm  spdke  peace  and  oomlbrt  to 
my  heart— f  Daoghter/  said  ihe  modce, 
'  diemh  this  droqping  blossom,  and  balm 
witib  soodmig  gentleness  her  wimnded 
spot;  and  may  lioly  ^.  Clare  inspire  her 
faaart  with  gratitude  at  her  escape  irom 
the  seductiw  a^ts  ^tf  liiat  vile  heretic,  ivfao 
is  now  no  moie !' 

'*  I  again 
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"^  I  again  knelt  at  the  ftet  of  the  abba- 
dessa,  and»  as  I  had  preWbusly  determined, 
was  unequal  to  ^ve  utterance  to  the  feel- 
ings which  agCHiazed  my  bosom ;  and  ago- 
ny imspeakable  I  did  feel,  when  I  reflected 
on  fidthless,  perjured  Edward^  and  how  I 
was  deceived,  abandoned.  But  the  hope 
ci  vrageance  braced  every  fibre  of  my 
heart,  to  oieigy ;  and  while  revenge  and 
hatred  burned  bristly  in  my  bosom,  I 
ai^peared  to  these  simple  daughters  of  mo- 
nastic bigotry  as  the  image  of  meek  mid 
patient  suffering. 

f^  I  soon  lured  from  the  guileless  Mad- 
ddina  the  story  by  which  my  Pithless 
Edward  had  imposed  upon  the  credulity 
of  the  abbadessa  of  St  Chre.--'  You  were 
brought  hare  Uiree  hours  ago,  in  the  halnt 
of  a  boy,  and  fiist  asleep,  by  a  noUe-look- 
ing  cavalier,  pale  as  death,  and  dreadAiUy 
agitated. ;  He  said  you  ware  his  sister,  and 
dedicated  to  the  diureh  from  infimey.  The 
supaior  of  the  convent  in  which  you  wete 
placed  was  harsh  and  severe,  and  he  ac- 
knowledged 
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loDowledged  die  austerity  and  j^oom  by 
whidi  you  wiere  surrounded  had  nothing 
to  diann  or  allure.  You  had  eloped,  the 
morning  beforcf,  in  male  attire,  with  an 
Ei^fishman  of  some  rank-~were  pursued, 
and  ov^taken;  the  young  Englishman 
was  mortally  wounded,  and  died  at  mid- 
night' 

**  The  meeki^ed  Maddelina  oonduded 
this  &bled  histcny  by  saying,  my  brother, 
anxbus  to  save  me  from  punishment  hi 
the  convent  from  whidi  I  had  eseaped, 
anxious  to  preserve  me  from  the  raaledic- 
ti(m  of  a  justly-incensed  fiiHier,  had  in- 
fused an  opiate  in  my  chocolate;  and  in 
placing  me  under  the  care  of  the  highly- 
esteemed  abbade^a  of  St  Clare,  had  en- 
deaVoured  to  secure  my  present  and  fu- 
ture happiness. — *  At  parting,  all  the  man* 
]y  pride  of  the  noble  cavalier  was  moulded 
into  female  softness — ^he  wept  like  an  in- 
fant, as  he  pressed  you  repeatedly  to  bis 
bosom/—'  Such  are  the  tears,  I  mentally 
exdaimed, '  died  by  the  crocodile  over  his 

immolated 


uo 
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iaiwohted  prey.  Hat  I  wA  yf^4Mmey^ 
to  shed  tears  <rf'  blood,  ftbe^  ftithless,  per- 
jured Edwavd  T 

^  I  allowed  Ae  ample  Madddiiw  to 
beiiefe  her  pioua  cndesvoarsi  assisted  by 
fady  St  Qaie»  had  succeeded  to  <akn  die 
anguhh  of  mymind;  sad mentiiRied  the 
tenific  nun,  her  threats  of  chains  and  ptt« 
nidunent— 'Sister  Ulrioa  has  an  unbridled 
tongue,  and  is  faersdf  the  only  olgeet  of 
tenror  within  liiese  walls.  I  will  raport 
lier  oonduot  to  the  niadre  donna,  who  w91 
reprove  iier  unlicensed  liberty  of  speech. 
Sister  Ukioa  is  perfect^  faannless,  because 
she  has  no  power  to  be  odierwise ;  but  if 
we  had  a  less  amiable  superior,  our  lives 
would  be  butthened  with  disooiltent.' 

^  To  bend  to  the  storm  I  could  not 
tnave  was  now  the  daily  practice  of  my 
life,  and  my  pdtience,  humiKty,  and  anxi- 
ous desaee  to  please^  won  for  me  the  ap- 
probation of  the  superiw,  the  esteem  of 
the  pmetiearted  Madddkka,  and^he  aflRfo. 
tion  ^  Glam  St.  Carlos,  ou^  most  £stin- 

guished 


gmhiA  boiidiBr^  aad  timn^to  ike  Bxxbf^ 
bishop  of  IkMo^ 

nted»  aod  ootiliufi^tiQ  in  bcr  vemAatic 
ideas  of  love  and  fitkncbhip^  md  I  m- 
creasod  the  wttd  fancies  of  lier*  brain  bjr 
i^ppeating  leg^idaiy  ti^s  of  fe^^  in;  which. 
fate  was  always  the  guiding  star.  I  al"» 
lpwed>  by  gentle  degree^  nqr  native  gnety 
tf^  appear  tanpered  by  timid^modeslyv  and: 
as  I  mised'tbe  diocal  hymn.al-everang  vma* 
pensi,  the  oonyentof  St.  Qtaie  was^  afowded; 
to  bear  a  vmce^  unefnalled  in*  Spain;  and 
tfafs  ^mple  sisterboed  believed,  tiieir  pa«> 
tj^MKsssy  hp]^  Sk  C3aie^.hfid  wmugbk  a.mi«* 
raole  in  my  favour* 

'''OqenaLOiaang!dMniajClmii  miy  atladi^ 
cmI  fiiendi  ei)tfBiedr  my^  roen  (finr  I'  hadi 
been  nraMved  fhom  Ibe  naimwcdl,  dlB«tli«s 
hMi  wd  cioss  bonea^  as^a  nwudifer  sub^ 
mianve  naeekness)*^^  Ufafoa  the  abomi^ 
nated/.  ssid  tha  jmathfiU  dianni^  ^  ha» 
watdbedr.m  soq  atesd;^  tiKaatwo  divy^fff 

that 
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tiiat  I  haVe  riot  been  allowed  to  speak  ohe 
word  to  you  in  private,  my  sister.' 

^  The  door  opened  softly,  and  the  gor- 
gon  head  and  spectral  form  of  Ulrica  the 
abominated  stood  before  us.  The  first  mo- 
tion of  the  door  placed  the  life  of  St.  Clare 
in  iny  hand,  and  I  commenced  reading  in 
a  low  but  distinct  voice  to  my  companion. 
When  Ulrica  perceived  our  employment, 
her  attempt  at  being  cointeous  made  her 
look  still  more  hideous.—*  Gentle  daugh- 
ters, permit  me  to  be  a  partaker  of  your 
divine  recrea<»on,'  and  the  grizzly  nun 
placed  herself  between  us* — ^  We  wish  to 
be  alone,*  said  donna  Clara,  with  great 
haughtiness ;  *  you  may  go  and  report 
our  employment  to  the  madre.* — '  I  shall 
reoiain  where  I  am,'  relied,  with  equal 
asperity,  the  highly-offended  Hecate;  *  a 
ph^fessed  nun  of  St  Ckre  is  not  t6  be  tdic- 
tated  to  by  a -boarder  in  the.  con  vent,  ttid 
it  k  'the  duly  of  a  novice  to  obey.* — ^-  I 
will  remam  a  boarder  in  this  convent  no 

longer; 
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longer ;  the '  ardibisbop^  my  uiide^  ^  shall : 
be  informed . of  your  insolence/  ttid  the^ 
indignant  Qara  instantly  kft  the  apart- 
ment. 

"*  Ilie  gHnly  nun  nosed  her  withered 
hand,  and  pointed  her  honey  finger.^-*. 
*  Beware^'  she  criedj  in  a  vdice  which  • 
sounded  as  if.  from  mined  c^ves^  '  that 
flaqqting  glowworm*  that  ignu  fatuw^i 
will  lure  you,  by  a  faithless  light,  hack  to* 
the  world,  back  to.  that  certain  ruin  irom 
which  th^  miraculous  power  of  lK>ly  St.  - 
Clare,  sealed  by  the  Uood  of  your  heretic 
lover,  has  rescued  you.' 

"^A  dead  silence  followedi  and  I  un- 
covered my  eyes  to  ascertain  if  my  parse-*, 
outpr  was  really  i^ne*  when  I  beheld  the 
gentle  abbadetiaa,  /  mid  by  har  side  the. 
higUy-imtated  Qara  8t  Qarlos.—' Ulrica,'; 
said  the  superior,  with  as  nuich  sternness 
as  her  mild  features  -.could  assume,  '  re^ 
tire  to  yoor  .cell,  and  remain  in  solitary, 
oonfincyxient  for  tm,  dfQrs»  M(srk  wdl  how 
you  oibf^  my  orders^  orthos^  .<^ins  fojr. 

the 


the  Be&MBhary;  wbicbv  fiom  loi^  clisiiM^ 
Iwve  ijnsted  in.  tins  oon^eiity  may  gvow 
polabedon  yiNirafni&' 

''  Sinking  at  the  feet  of  the  abbad^SBm^ 
I  bedewed  them  with  my  tears,  and  kiss- 
ing the  hem  of  her  garment,  besought  tlie 
pardon  of  UlrUia.-^^  No,  my  gende  difld, 
it  cannot  be/  and  she-pressed  her  pure  Kps 
on  my  brow%  '  I  never  punish  but  where 
punishm^it  is  due,  and  my  word  oiioe 
passed,  can  never  be  recalled;  nor  shall 
your  peace,  my  wtless^  innocent,  be*  the 
victim'  of  ha:  inhuman  tongue. — -Take  ex« 
ample,  offending  danghter^  by  this  dnld- 
of  meekness ;  and'  may  this  chastisement 
imprwe  your  temper  and  your  heart? 

'^  When  alone  wkh'  dlomia  Cteni,  her' 
ddi^bt  was^  expiessed^- with  all  the  w^IA.' 
energy  ofher  character>-^  Some  kind  spi^ 
lit  of  the  air,  sweetest?  Rosalie,  placed  tim 
litHe  volume  in-your  hend^  as  a  safegaard 
^gainst  the  maligmtyof  the^hideousUlriw 

ca,  and^coiidlictedr'lllelSMstepS'Of  theal^ 
bsdessa^  evea<  tt>*  ymur  tteeshohi,  wiMe^  £ 

met 
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ioet  ber  The  .apenor  has  snfficient  acme 
to  kaam  theiHustrissinio,  1117  unde,  vonU 
not  sufftf  his  neoe  to  he  kisulted  so  gross- 
ly w^  inipaMty,  and  sufficient  foAing  to 
appvedate  the  patient  forhearanoe  of  your 
conduct.  Sweet  sister  of  my  heart !'  con* 
tinuad  this  loreiy  entlisiMaat,  '  soon  may 
I  sakite  J0U  as  Ae  bride  of  the  noblest 
youth  in  Spain— of  my  brother,  don  Juan 
StCaiiMr 


CHAPTER  IX. 


Grizzle  Grey. 

**  A  V£BY  singukir  old  bdy  had  been  for 
some  we^ks  a  dfaily  visitor  at  the  convent 
^  Bt  Chate,  to  purdiase  the  beautiful 
V0i](  oi  tliG  nuns;  a  gray  kind  of  c^pu- 
cliin,  as  extraordinary-loolci^g  as  the  weari- 
er, sbvdid  her  grey  lodk»  wd  wrinkled 
VOL.  I.  a  brow ; 
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brow;'  a  mantle  of  the  ^ same  colour  de» 
scended  to  her  feet.  She  came  to  the  oon* 
vent  in  an  old-fasluoned  carriage,  painted 
grey ;  and  a  gr^-headed  fobtmaii,  hal»ted 
also  in  grey,  attended  bis  mistress  to  the 
grate. 

/*  Though  a  liberal, .  she  was  a  most  tor- 
menting purchaser — dissatisfied  with  ^ery 
thing,  yet  always,  s^ln^ting  the  most  beau^ 
tiful  embroidery — spaying  the-fifU  priec^ 
often  doubled,  when  her  capricious  fan<^ 
inclined  her  to  be  charitable.  Clara  and  I 
were  often  obliged  to  assist  sister  Madde* 
lina  to  please  this  tormentor,  who  would 
change  her  fancy  twenty  times  in  a  mi- 
nute, and  folding  and  unfolding  the  paint- 
ed silks  and  enibroidery  was  sufficient  em- 
ployment for  us  all ;  but  she  paid  so  libe- 
rally;-and  was. so  charitable,  that  Grizzle 
Grey,  as  the  lively  Clara  called  her,  vfras 
always  received  with  respectful  attention, 
and  her  whims  .gratified  to  the  utmost  ex- 
tent of  our  abilities.  .  • 
'  *  **  Suspicion  and  *curiosity  were  equally 
. .  grafted 
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grafted  oli  the  meui  aid  cimning  mind  o€ 
Ulrica,  and  she  insisted  tliis  grey  lady  was. 
some  impostor  in  disguise^  which,  in  the 
insolence  df  sdf-arrogated  power,  she  de- 
teimined  to  unmask ;  and  two  days  brfoie, 
she  had  incurred  the  displeasure  of- the 
abbadessa,  Uhica  entaied  the  parlour  in 
all  the  majesty  of  spectral  horrors. 

"  Grizzle  Grey  crossed  herself  with  grfe^t 
devotion,  and  muttered  an  Ave  Marian 
then  hastily  exclaimed-^*  What  a  fool  I 
was  to  believe  a  spirit  of  hell  could  appe^, 
here,  at  least  in  the  daytime !  I  suppose,^ 
addresdng  sister  Maddelina,  f  you  keep 
thi3  scarecrow  to  Crighten  the  little  girjbi 
into  good  behaviour*  I  thought  the  ^earth 
oould  not  produce  an  uglier  iace  than  my 
own;  but  now  I  yield  the  palm.  Shake 
hands^  grim  queen  of  ugliness  unrivalled  !* 
and  darting  a  large  tawny  hand  through 
the  grate,  she  seized  theboney  fingers  cl" 
Ulrica,  and  pressed  them  so  Idng  and  so 
fervently,  that  the  voice  of  the  encaged 
nun  aow^ded  through  the  oonvent  like  the 

H  4  wild 


14B  ffitOHt  VtCWbUAHtttA. 

wild  rotfridg  of  flie  teftipeM,  white  sh^  iri- 
gof6uid}r  employed  her  disengi^ed  hand 
in  {>atterin^  afid  |]^iidiifig  that  wirich  field 
her  6wn  so  firmly,  dedaring/  though  haAf« 
didked  with  pidn  and  n^,  it  was  a  m«n» 
fbr  ifio  woman  eouid  have  so  flerde^  so  fihii 
A  grasp.^— '  Young  and  handaome,  no 
doubt,'  add  the  grey  lady,  laughing  with 
hidMus  godd4mmottr,  displaying  at  the 
sflhrti^  time  tlie  frightful  remnant  of  her 
tedfh.  *  difl^ter  goUin,  your  penetration  is 
d^c^ed,  weH  as  you  cah  ascertafai  the 
cix£R?»ence  between  the  hand  of  tnanftnd 
lA/'ottian. -^  Beautiftil  mm/  and  Grizzle 
i^r^  agaih  iiddrfessed  the  meek-'eyed  Mad- 
Aelim^,  *'if  ^oh  ^can  get  me  the  lecture  of 
this  gentle  vestsO,  I  will  give  you  ten 
doulAoomi  %r  It!  I  hitvfe  tfat^  or  feur 
noi»y  grandJCSi^duM,  ibe  yeiy  sight  ^  it 
Will  keep  them  in  gbdd  Mder.'  She  now 
jf>Ijidea  U  mifgt  ^hai&wbte  ^dn«tkm  i»  the 
^biid  of  MaSdAina,  ntOi  Bmp«d  ^  as 
usiial. 
^'^6i>ettt  htde^%«  illy  surprises  to  find 

Grizzle 
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Grizzle  Gwy  and  doB  Juan  St  Carlos  one 
and  tiie  saine  person.  Donna  Clara  drew 
from  her  bosom  a  ]Hcture  apd  a  letter, 
when  she  had  finished  the  histaay  of  ha 
brotber^s  romantic  passion  for  her  friend ; 
I  examined  the  portrait  minutely  when 
alone;  handsome  it  certainly  was»  bqt 
fidde  and  faithless  was  legii^ly  written  on 
fi^fary  feature. — *  No  matter/  t^pH^t  I, 
'  he  will  as»st  my  revengp  on  pejjured 
EdifWil;  nor  cpuntry  nor  difn^  shall 
acreen  bins  iWmi  my  Ymg^mo^,' 

**  Tb«  letter  ww  finely  writte»,  aq4 
W¥K)U|ly  worded  t  the  l^erAik^  language 
caiOif^  mQ  wi&  of  his  fioiil  and  «nQ^es$  pf 
his  d^oy;  pne  ward  woiiild  liwo  e^p- 
plained  the  whole  lahoured  prpdac|ioi)» 
^d  t^t  word  was  deception^ 

^  Jn  the  ^v^ing  Ckra.  fi^^e^  on  n|e 
another  letter,  which  mentioned  j^  pHpft 
was  in  readiness  to  unite  ns  the  moment 
I  leQ;  the  conv^t  The  mopoent  ^^Uffk 
joined  faer  entreaties  to  $hose  of  her  bro- 
ther, »nd  when  I  hi4  oisit^ned  n0^m^ 

H  8  proof; 
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proofj  under  his  own  hand,  of  the  honour- 
able proposals  made  by  don  Juan,  I  con- 
sented to  be  deceived.  Freed  from  the 
prying  eyes  of  the  suspicious  Ulrica,  I 
fearlessly  ascended,  in  the  habit  I  had 
once  so  happily  worn  (that  of  a  boy),  a 
ladder  of  ropes,  which  I  had  securely  &s- 
tened  at  ihe  foot  of  the  garden  wall,  and 
my  loyer  received  me  with  all  the  raptur- 
ous delight  usual  on  such  occasions.  He 
placed  himself  beside  me  in  a  oorriage, 
and  we  proceeded  with  great  velocity  fbr 
near  an  hour,  when  we  alighted  at  a  hand- 
some but  secluded  habitation.  A  well- 
dressed  middle-aged  woman  recrived  us, 
whom  don  Juan  introduced  as  his  cousin, 
donna  Elvira  Salvador,  who  had  kindly 
invited  us  to  remain  with  her  till  his 
friends  were  reconciled  to  receive  me  as 
his  wife. 

"I  readily,  but  not  ignorantly,  partook 
of  the  refreshments  presented  by  donna 
Elvira,  and  soon  became  insensible  to  all 
around  me ;  and  when  I  awoke  the  fol- 
lowing 
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lowii^  momiDg^  from  my  enforced  sleep, 
my  head  was  piUdwed  by  the  aiin  of  don 
Juan  St  Carlos :  prodigal  were  his  vows 
of  love  and  everlasting  ftith,  and  he  be^ 
tieved  me  the  dupe  of  his  art,  wh^e  I 
secretly  determined  to  make  him  feel  the 
power  of  the  supposed  helpless  girl  he  had 
lured  to  infamy  and  ruin. 

*"  Two  days  after,  don  Juan  txrought  nke 
a  letter  from  Clara,  which,  had  he  taken 
the  trouble  to  inspect,  I  had  never  re- 
ceived. She  addressed  me  as  the  wife  of 
her  brother,  the  sister  of  her  heart;  and 
lamented  the  solemn  promise  she  had 
given  to  don  Juan  prevented  her  declar- 
ing this  fondly-valued  relationship  to  tier 
uncle,  the  archbishop  of  Toledo. 

*'  Don  Juan  was  already  in  full  posses- 
ion of  my  contempt,  but  I  never  loved 
enough  to  hate  him ;  and  after  a  comfort- 
less sedurion  of  many  weeks  with  donna 
Elvira,  I  began  to  reflect  by  what  means 
I  should  escape  from  my  present,  and  ac- 
oompliah  my  revenge  on  my  f<Mrmer  lover. 

H  4  "  After 


1S2  IRISH  K&CftCmAlie£B« 

**  After  an  absence  of  some  di^  to 
wliich  I  had  now  beooftie  habitual^  don 
Juan  mentioiied  his  hitention  of  going  to 
the  camiTil  A  Venioe.<~'  I  caniKyt  bear  to 
pmt  fpom  you  so  long,  my  Rosalie ;  assume 
the  boyifdii  habit,  and  be  my  companion ; 
I  sbaHl  be  «ivied  my  beautiful  page/~- 
*  Already  so  degraded  ?  thought  I ;  but 
the  willing  slsve  was  only  seen  in  the  as- 
sentmg  smile.  Every  hour  more  forcibly 
€onts8sted  1^6  oondiKt  of  ^n  Jisan  with 
that  of  mj  once-idolized  Edward,  who 
.  shielded  me  from  suspicion  and  scorn  by 
his  manly  eare,  atid  never  would  allow  me 
to  weso-  the  femak  habit  till  he  should 
piiesent  me,  in  his  own  country,  to  his 
noble  kindred  as  his  wife ;  wfasc^  failiiful 
to  his  {»x>mkep  the  high-souled  Edward 
would  have  done,  had  not  the  frenzy  of 
superstition  steeled  his  heart  agaisatfit  me : 
but  I  quickly  banished  every  m&et  feel- 
ing, and  remembered  only  the  Tengeance 
I  had  sworn. 

♦'  At  Venice  I  WW  nearly  n  nucfa  se- 
cluded 


may  IfgrBMi  fl  MfBiy  lAK 

ifmn  mIM  Mi^  «i|pi|i  pf  ^f,  4f|4  Jl^  ^ 
tiMnft  Ao  miiUft  is  tov  fafium.    fiat  ao 

fUDjjr  <lf  ^9t  PMliMpt,  f(r|)0|t  i  ^w  i^ 

pajured  Edward  smile  heavenly. «^  f^ 
■i^jPilKWttiif  UHWyilril  t^iii^h.  Her 
J^  «8W  j«fer?%  jffMi  P9lfrm  f!f^m^» 

^  Jiiw  ^  Q^4»(h  4bw?  .F#s  (i»y  iw?. 

'^rjr  #M  IW  J  wiiv   ;iF^  t|l9l9'H9'  tIt    ffW    Witt  * 

H  5  sweset 
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swieet  was  the  acoomplished  vengeance 
that  flocythed  my  hilppy  slumbers.  ^  The 
next  day,  don  Juan  mentioned  the  assas- 
Ration  of  the  mafquispf  >  I  e&re- 

lessly  obsenred,  all  the  lorers  ef  the  fair 
Seraphina  should  wear  armour,  if  th^ 
expected  to  escape  the  steel  of  >the  assas-  ^ 
sin.  This  hint  had  the  desired  effect;  the 
fidr'Seraphina  was  instantly  deserted  by 
the  faithless  Juan,  who  loved  dneerely 
nothing  but  himself,  and  I  retukned  to 
dull  sedusKNi  at  d<«ma  ^  Elvira's  sditary 
ixiansi<Hi. 

'^^  I  was  now  in  that  situation  which 
should  have  called  forth  all  the  soothing 
tendemesr^'don  Juan ;  but  eardess  ne- 
glect had^uoeaeded  his  lovei^  vows,  and 
I  perceived  the  empress  of  his  soul  held 
no  longer  any  dominion  over  his  heart 
The  manners  of  donna  Elvira  had  changed 
£rom  &wning  servility  to  famUiair  imperti* 
nenoei  and  I  again  began  to  reflect  how  I 
abovdd  escape  from  this  palace  of  dulliless, 

'When  one  morning  I  observed  the  picture 

>-..^  i  of 
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of  dcm  Gnlos  de  Medina,  the  Ikvourite 
oompuiion  c^  don  Juan  at  Venice,  on  my 
dresdng-taUe.  I  haughtily  demanded 
what  Ironght  it  there?---'  I  did,'  replied 
donna  Elvira,  with  unblushing  efl&onteiy. 
*  Be  wise,  and  accept  the  protectiixi  of  a 
rich  and  handsome  lover,  who  adores  you. 
Dcm  Juan  St  Caiios  was  married  two 
days  ago  to  the  richest  heiress  in  Spain/ 

*^  I  afiected  to  diabdieve  this  calumny^ 
and  threatened  to  acquaint  don  Juan  with 
her  perfidy.  An  insulting  smile  passed 
ov»  the  countenance  of  Elvira,  as  she 
told  me  don  Juan  would  return  no  more 
— ^he  had  resigned  me  for  ever  to  his 
fiiend,  don  Carlos  de  Medina.  A  conver- 
sation of  some  length  fi^wed  this  ttsser- 
tion,  and  the  experienoed  duenna  became 
the  dupe  of  the  ardess^seeming  novice, 

^  Donna  Elvira  ccMs^nted  to  aocom* 
pany  me  the  next  m<Mming  to  Toledo, 
where  I  might  ascertain  the  marriage  of 
don  Juan;  and  I  promised  obedience  to 
her  wishes  if  I  found  her  statement  true, 

h6  Once 
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Once  in  Toledo^  I  defied  the  power  of  Ei- 
vira  and  her  vile  empfeyen:  I  warn  well 
aoquamted  wkh  every  avenue  wiudi  led 
to  the  pallado  ^  the  archbislMi^  4(hiou^ 
the  apartmeots  of  which  I  had  £^alidced 
us  a  boy,  when  Robert  flruee  was  protect- 
ed by  his  «ou«in  Edward. 

^  The  fdlowifig  morning  Elwira  wa^ 
true  to  her  promise.  When  w«  arrrved 
at  Toledo,  ^f  glided  swi^  &om  her  nde» 
and  gained  the  pallacio  df  die  sctdndiop 
in  safety.  I  enteiM  the  pii^^ate  aahm, 
where  I  knew  the  ittostrissimo  rocetved, 
at  a  certain  hour  «very  day,  his  most  inti- 
mate friends ;  and  rinkii^  nearly  exhauot- 
cd  at  his  feet,  in  Ihe  heartimdthig  tone^ 
of  innocenoe  oppressed^  1  aaed  for  protec- 
tion &om  misery  «Dd  nun.  fierroisetfline 
with  pitying  geiriieRess.—-^  Inhnmm  must 
be  the  heart/  he  said,  ^  that  could  injure 
subh  perfect  loveliness,  and  accuased  the 
fiend  that  could  aeek  to  min  such  inno. 
oence  and/beaufey. **««->  Qhl  cucse  ium  :not, 
lUafitEgs^mot  «niae  not  yaur.ni^hew,  dim 

^iian 


Juan  fit.  Cadin !  bnt  wire  me  fitna  bis 
fiiemi)  don  CudoB  de  Medioa.' 

^  The  dknarped  an&lMebop  tuned  his 
l]ai£doiibting«3ree  on  don  J^ian,  who  stood 
befone  him,  Ae  ^tae  of  ideteeted  guilt. 
Geotie  iwicre  the  oammands  of  flie  ecoh^ 
l>i&a{x,  tt  he  desired  vto  faesrthe  stoory^f 
my  'Vimngs;  Tnxth  rei|itiiBs  not  the  em- 
bellishmmt  «f  ani;  aod  bnaf  «sd  sieofde 
wss  my  ^  immA  umranuAed  tide/  I 
pbfsd  the  Ipfctar  of  dsmna  Clasaf  with 
those  of  her  luoldiar;  in  his  Itand,  and  the 
weU4aaown  diaradieis  ocuoifiilDed  iny  truth, 
aad  the  pesfidy  of  don  Juah.^-^'  Monster  T 
cried  idle  aifihbi9hop,  while  every  limb  was 
pahted  wiffa  honrar,  '  deatire  mgr  a^^  iNoid 
for  everT — *  Monster!'  repeated  .a  ^cksar 
dudllimioa,  andiflonna  Beateioc^  the  bride 
rf  Jnan,  etoed  (Hmfesaad  in  aft  the  jealous 
fenzy  ^of  Jinptfcd  ponmr. 

^  Appaffiotly  jsboetoid  )by  ha  tvioienee, 

I  dung  to  >ihe  roibe  of  the  .arcldMhap^a^^ 

'  iOh,  h%  ^ustaianmor!'  eiasd  %  '  with- 

diMT  pot  fimn  ^hkn>  ifnnn^don  4i}an  fit. 

Carlos^ 
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Carios,  the  sunbeam  of  your  favour — ^the 
only  cheerily  ray  that  now  can  brighten 
his  existence.  •—  Beauteous  lady/  and  I 
knelt  at  the  feet  of  this  Uooming  terma- 
gant, '  be  kind  and  gentle  to  your  hus- 
band. I  loved  liim  once-**oh,  bow  fondly ! 
—But  I  will  hide  this  devoted  head  in 
France  or  England ;  never  shall  he  again 
behold  the  lost,  deserted  Rosalie.' 

''  Really  fiitigued,  I  became  w^k  and 
fainting,  and  was  remofved,  by  tibe  orders 
of  the  aidiUishop,  to  another  apartment ; 
and  donna  Clara,  summoned  by  die  order 
of  her  unde,  shed  on  my  bosom  the  ge- 
nuine tears  of  affliction ;  the'  mrtltes  girl 
believed  I  had  died  the  wife  of  her  brother 
at  Venice. 

''  My  triumph  over  don  Juan  was  iiow 
complete ;  it  was  but  justice  to  make  his 
art  recoil  upon  himself;  had  I  been  the 
tame . victim  he  supposed,  want,  ihfamyj 
and  deaths  had  beai  my  portion. 
.  ^'  Made  rich  by  the  bounty  of  the  aiK:h- 
bishop,  I  anived.  in  France;  at  partii^, 

he 
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he  gave  me  an  emetald  of  unoominon 
beauty.—'  Sweet,  injured  Roaalie!  ha 
your  child  male  or  female,  gtTe  it  my 
name— Antonio  or  Antoniette  St  Carlos ; 
and  should  you  wish  to  resign  it  liereafter 
to  my  care,  this  ring  will  secure  my  adop- 
tion of  your  child/ 

'*  Thus  was  I  cast,  abandcmed,  en.  the 
world's  wide  stage,  by  the  perfidy  of  man, 
in  my.  nineteenth  year.  At  Paria  I  met 
the  gay  and  elegant  sir  Chaiies  Selwyn, 
whose  mind  was  unfettered  by  those  pre- 
judices which  'first  withered  the  rosea  of 
love  in  my  bosom ;  I  could  not  expect  a 
legal  establishment  of  rank ;  I  had  no  hus* 
band  to  forsake,  to  give  publicity  lo  my 
lover,  and  secure  his  fidth  by  forfeiting; 
my  own  r  I  wished  not  to  plant  the  Uush 
of  shame  on  the  cheek  of  my  diild,  biifc  to 
give  her  an  honourable  birth,  as  the  daugh« 
ter  of  sir  Charles  Selwyn. 

*'  That  you  are  my  child,  my  Antoni- 
ette, you  already  know;  but  not  of  sir 
Charles  Selwyn,  as  you  have  always  be* 

:     iQ  Ueved; 


Iieved;  his  wife  £ed  in  Franw,  9  f^w 
nontlM  liflfoe  our  meeting  in  Faris^  «id 
tlie  tomb  of  the  mo&er  was  won  x>pmiQd 
to  leoei^re  ber  infimt  gid,  and  I  pierailed 
<m  sir  Chailes  to  oiiopt  and  a^knowledgie^ 
f  (HI  M  his  diQight^. 

*^  Separated  for  the  first  Aida^  ffom  fom 
motlitr,  lOjr  Antoniett^,  let  bor  mpn^els 
aink  d^  nto  yiour  jbeifft  If  mw  aeem 
good  and  amwhle,  f^ifkembsf  tihe  Aitfaleiv 
£dw«d;  Sf  secitit  snd  ffimwyyic  ^le  ||& 
yowik  mociMalmr  ,4m  Juan  iSt.  £M«.;  md 
fi)]^  nsit  tb»t  fh^whfi  Itwiy  ]9MiK»  w4 
tottAsin  mm,^wilihe  d^ejacdrndf  ffoidiw«i> 
Itt^e  ypnr  mo^bir*  Wmm^  ^  fl»7  ^^» 
Mekji«t  ifae  dwse  «f  Ifite  till  ym  ksimm- 

:fiu^,  idiien  w^vr  jib«  jme  iiii^qM  i^  ife 


CHAP. 
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CHAPTER  X. 

Tie  Duke  qfjkmbane. 

A  FOBTNiGST  i^r  the  aecidttt  whieh 
introdueed  ikax  «t  the  Giove^  the  duke  cf 
DittdxiBe  made  bia  ffppeuwee  in  the  draw- 
ing-room. His  eountenattce  mm  uciaii- 
chdy,  and  though  faol;  hxxr  jasn  ctda 
than  lord  Coldfaniok,  might  hne  pBued 
forh]sfiifch«r:  when  the  dake  did  tmiie, 
it  illumined  a  set  of  feotwes  whidi  had 
once  been  handsome,  bnt  bmt  were  wan 
and  faded ;  and  the  high  poUsh  of  his  man- 
Hen  oould  at  times  aearoely  OMCcal  the 
nervous  ImtabiBty  of  his  temper. 

<<  Very  esttraordinary,'  thooght  kid  £1- 
lestoeve,  ^  very  extmordhiary  kideed,  that 

abcaulifiil  young  giil  should  take  so  much 
tnmfale  to  aoHise  a  mdanoholy  mopc^  with- 

out 
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out  dtfaer  ycNitfa  or  good-humour  to  reooni' 
mend  him."  But  the  good  earl  thought  it 
still  more  extraordinary,  when  he  heard 
the  duke  of  Dunbane  was  the  accepted 
lover  of  Miss  Selwyn. 

His  grace  lamented  to  lord  EUesmere 
and  the  marchkmess  (xf  Heatherly,  the 
Dunhane  estate  was  so  situated  that  he 
could  make  no  larger  settlement  on  Miss 
Selwjm  than  two  thousand  pounds  a-year. 
The  younger  diildrm  must  always  be 
provided  for  by  the  mother^s  dower,  or 
the  economy  of  tbib  father.  His  grand- 
fitfher,  some  twmity  times  retaooved^  had 
secured  the  estate  to  descend  unencnm^ 
beted  to  the  next  heir. 

^  Bu^  my  lord  duke,  your  mother  was 
a  wealthy  heiress." 

''  Tm^  madam;  but  when  I  inform 
your  ladyship  how  I  have  disposed  of  that 
fortune,  I  trust  the  motive  will  just^  the 
deed.  fiHiortly  after  my  mother*s  death,  I 
left  Scotland,  to  make  the  tour  of  Europe; 
•  and  in  three  months  die  duke,  my  fiither, 

married 
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n&iried  a  yoang  gbl  of  fiixteen,  dasogliter 
to  Mr.  Lindsay,  cC*  Cniig-Rosliti»  wbo  en- 
ricbed  his  son  by  ^ving  a  portionless 
bride  to  my  iatiier.  In  a  few  years  I  was 
amdous  to  return  to  my  native  country, 
but  my  &tlier  desired  I  might  still  remain 
abroad;  «nd  I  at  length  found  my  return 
ivas  neither  wished  for  or  expeeted. 

^  When  he  died,  I  returned  to  my  na» 
tire  land,  and  found  no  one  to  receive  me 
at  Elgin  Casde  but  servants.  Afine-look- 
ing  man,  who  had  more  the  appearance  of 
a  dueftain  than  a  servant,  addressed  m& 
at  the  steward^  and  asked  my  commands. 
•^*  Have  I  no  brother,  no  sister,  to  wdcome 
my  return — no  friend  at  relative  to  receive 
me? — am  I  a  stranger  in  the  land  of  my 
inharitanoe — a  stiangar  in  the  house  <$f 
my  fathers?*  and  I  could  have  wept  like 
a  fretted  sdioolboy. — *  And  would  your 
brothers  be  really  welcome  to  your  heart? 
and  would  you  receive  with  kindness  thdr 
unde,  Wilfiam  Lindsay  ?*  said  the  stew- 
Aid,  advandng;  and  I  soon  ^collected,  in 

the 
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the  0fm  brair  nd  hspff  mile  of  tfae 
wppofed  aarvnt^  my  ftHroittke  Gbss-ftilQw 
at  EdnbHii^i — Liodsayp  of  CrMg-BintBg. 
^  I  amioatly  inquifed  what  iiiHuly  my 
fiitfaer  had  k^  who  I  s^posed  wex^ 
^endidly  olabliiied,  as  my  expenoes 
had  beoa  abvays  limited  to  «oy  molber'jS 
fortmM^  over  which  be  bid  no  power; 
and  I  heavd  ftom  Lindsay  an  aeooont  of 
taXky  and  eztaaaagmce  in  wg^  whidi  I 
WuA  to  acknowledge  as  his  sq0:«~A  iu- 
inons  pniperaty  te  gamini^  jwied  to  a 
most  expeonve  mode  of  Vmof^  kft  n^ 
After  ia  fi^nqat  wpqt  isfmowj,  thop^ 
fte  Bfitwl  poasesior  of  mtf  thousand 
pounds  a-yewr:  \m  wife  died  o£  a  hoolcep 
hesH,  without  i»  hope  that  her  ^hildimi 
would  be  fwtiddy  pioYided  fitf:  loid  Pcv* 
<7«  the  youngest,  ent^ed  tbe  amy,  wjft. 
^lit  aoy  fiilOTeeypcctstion  fimn  his  falliar, 
and  bad  baen  so  jforlunate  as  to  mgmgi^  the 
al^etions  ^  the  onfy  ^Id  of  nr  PhUip 
Jemiii^gbiimj  of  Deyonshif«»  whose  estate 
was  nearly  as  koge  as  that  of  the  diak^ 

who. 
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ii4io,  without  hesitation,  consented  Ids  son 
dhouM  forego  te  oirn,  ftnd  take  the  name 
and  arms  of  Jeramigbani ;  thftt  lord  Percjr 
f^6iM  reagn  his  rank  as  tiie  son  of  a  duke, 
^  become  an  English  baronet,  on  the 
death  of  ^  iPlnfip.— *  And  thus,'  cried  I, 
with  bitter  agony,  '  is  my  brother  blotted 
out  from  his  iamily  and  bis  rank  for  ever, 
hj  the  vice  and  folly  of  his  father  !-«-Bttt 
^rhere  is  Vi^am  ? — ^the  duke  perhaps  has 
protided  better  for  this  his  favourite  son.* 
^'  The  half^jrear^s  rent  due  a  few  days 
befixe  1i^  deaft,  the  duke  left  to  him  ex* 
duaiTely ;  but  the  high-spirited  William 
has  vainly  endeavoured  to  divide  it  with 
his  brother.' 

^  Heart-grieved  to  ^d  he  was  left  so 
totaBy  dependent  on  ^e  bounty  of  sir 
Philip,  could  I,  the  heir  of  such  a  splen- 
HA  patrimony,  leave  tny  brothers  necessi- 
totts  or  dependent?  I  never  dosed  my 
eyes^ln  deep  tffl  I3ie  fortune  of  my  motlier 
•  wss  regularly  ids^gned  over  to  lord  Wil* 
Ham  Lindsay.    As  1  placed  the  deeds  in 

the 
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wottU  clmige  my  tmwUiag  habit,  aa  Ms 
fimid  Mr.liiDdsagr  bad  intemei  his  gnoe 
hSm  tenantry  wmU  med;  bim  on  tbe  road, 
and  lie  wUbed  1m  lovdy  Ftonees  to  ap- 
pear a  deacencM  angel  to  liar  vasaris. 
Hut  feudal  language  mode  me  aspect  a 
fieri  of  feudal  masqueeade,  and  taittaned 
boider0«p  and  taige  and  broad-swiard, 
flounAed  before  my  fancy  m  miaak  array. 

**  About  a  mile  from  tiie  aastle^  the  duke 
pemeived  a  vast  ooneoime  of  people  an 
the  road,  and  we  left  die  carriaga  Agraup 
of  elegant  young  men  advanced  to  meet 
ua;  their  scarfs  of  ^yken  plaid  weie  grace- 
fuUy  disposed^  and  their  riehfy-phzned 
capa  vere  omaaiented  with  white  nbbon. 
The  diike  replied  with  oourtiy  graee  to 
ifadr  address  of  flowing  eourteay,  whioh 
wel0oiia(ed  his  return  to  Scotland. 

**  As  we  pmeeedcd  on,  our  path  was 
atuewed  with  flowers  by  young  men  and 
maidens,  who  were  ranged  on  either  side 
€^  tbe  road,  beading  in  tfarar  hands  :baskets 
of  fliwera :  the  youi^|;irk  wtxe  all  dsfssoGl 

in 
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h  white,  thdr  hair  fancifully  braided  with 
white  ribbon ;  the  young  men  in  their  ho- 
liday clothes,  over  which  they  wore  plaids, 
similar  in  colour,  but  not  in  texture,  with 
their  chieftains,  and  white  satin  bows  were 
placed  m  their  Scotch  bonnets.  The  bloom- 
ing chieftains,  if  it  can  now  be  an  appro- 
priate  appellation,  placed  themselves  be- 
hind us,  and  as  we  passed,  each  youth  and 
maiden  took  hand^,  and  followed  in  re- 
gular  procession,  while  the  multitude  of 
gazers  moved  on  in  quiet  order.  Several 
bands  of  music  were  in  attendance,  and 
grand  marches  and  national  airs  succeeded 
each  ottier  with  delightful  harmony. — *  I 
feel  highly  flattered,'  said  the  duke,  *  at 
this  compliment  from  the  Maefcenzie  daiv, 
with  whom  I  am  only  connoted  by  ^|ii| ' 
second  marriage  ci  my  father.' 

^  The  bridal  train  hoyr  stopped,  and  a^^ 
other  group  of  pluil!ied-capt  heroes  ap- 
peared.— *  These,*  said  the  diike,  *  are  tb^ 
noble  family  of  Melross,  to  whom  I  Nive 

VOL.  I.  I  the 
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the  honour  of  being  related,  but  not  90 
nearly  as  my  brothers/ 

^^  This  party  was  more  numerous,  more 
splendid  than  the  former ;  their  scarfs  were 
beautifully  embroidered,  and  every  chief 
or  knight  had  an  attendant  page,  richly 
Iiabited.  Again  were  kind  and  courteous 
coQfipliments  exchanged,  again  was  I  wel* 
eomed  to  Scotland,  with  every  mark  of  re- 
speet^ul  admiration.  They  then  mingled 
with  the  Mackenzie  party,  and  we  pro- 
needed  on  our  way  to  Elgin  Castle,  at  the 
grand  entrance  of  which  I  was  ast6nished 
at  tlie  multitude  of  people  I  beheld*— the 
whole  country,  as  far  as  my  eye  could 
reach,  seemed  a  mass  of  human  heads; 
and  the  duke  observed,  it  was  long  since 
there  had  been  such  a  gathering  of  the 
Lindsay  clan,  and  seemed  to  grieve  ihat 
feudal  greatness  was  no  more — that  this 
was  only  the  mimic  show  of  times  long 
pa^t,  but  never  to  be  forgotten. 
.    **  As  we  entered  the  beautiful  and  ex- 

tenaive 
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teiuhe  lawn,  Lindasjr^  of  daig^Boslin^ 
ptesenttd  two  young  men^  wima  a  $(Pfe* 
reign  prinee  might  proudly  adknowledge 
for  his  brothers.  The  duke  reeeivod  them 
with  n^turous  delight^  and  onbraoed  them 
in  presence  of  his  asaenaUod  ckn^  whose 
acdamatiofis  were  as  loud^  as  long,  as  fer- 
vent, as  if  the  duke  had  returned  a  tri« 
u»phal  conqueror.  The  lawn  was  filled 
with  att  the  rank  and  fasiiidn  in  ^  coun- 
try,  and  every  Lindsay  that  could  boast 
the  rank  of  gentleman  wore  embroidered 
scaif  and  cap  and  plume:  it  was  a  graqd 
and  gallmit  show. 

**  How  I  grieve,  dearest  signora,  you 
were  not  present,  to  witness  the  pomp, 
tlie  power,  the  greatness  of  your  diild  \-^ 
I  will  obey  your  command,  ai)d  never 
neation'  to  the  duke  by  whom  X  was  edu« 
€ated.  How  I  lament  the  enly  being  that 
I  love  on  earth  must  be  a^  stfsnger  to  the 
du^  palace  of  her  daugbt^  !^ 

When  the  bridal  festivtHea  Wive  over, 
whioli  lasted  many  we^^  the  dkiko  of 

1 2  Dunbane 
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Dunbane  was  anxious  to  spread  around 
him  that  happiness  which  glowed  so  bright- 
ly in  his  own  bosom.    The  tenantry  oa 
the  Dunbane  estate  were  rendered  {>oor 
by  the  oppression  of  his  father,  and  the 
unlicensetl  liberty  of  his  conduct  had  al« 
lowed  vice  to  make  rapid  strides  among 
them;  Ji>ut  the  present  duke  'determined 
to  banbh  vice  and  poverty  from  his  estate. 
His  grace  became  individually  known  to 
every  one  of  his  tenants;  the  good  and 
the  industrious  found  him  a  liberal  bene- 
factor, while  the  idle  and  vidous  shrunk 
from  the  severity  of  his  frown ;  yet  pater- 
nal was  the  hand  which  chastised  their 
wanderings  from  tlie  paths  of  rectitude 
and  virtue,  and  the  returning  prodigal 
was  welcomed  with  the  smile  of  benevo- 
lence, afid>every  encouragement  and  every 
support  was  given  to  the  wanderer,  that 
he  might  ^n  and  wiuider  no  more ;  while 
his  own  conduct  was  a  bright  example  of 
pvery  Christian  and  evfiry  moral  virtue. 
In  three  years  the  duke  aocompfished 

this 
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this  work  of  boievolenoe  and  virtue ;  and 
vice  and  poverty,  with  their  concomitant 
tndn  of  evils,  were  banished  from  the  land 
of  his  inheritance. 

*^  How  much  one  man  can  do !"  thought 
lord  William  Lindsay.  **  But  who  is  equal 
to  my  brother  ? — ^not  one ;  pndses  follow 
his  footsteps,  and  blessings  crown  his  head 
—-himself  the  greatest  blessing  to  his  kin« 
dred  and  hiis  country." 

But  not  so  thought  the  beautifiil  du- 
diess,  who  imparted  her  deeply-rooted 
dissatisfiurfion  to  the  si^ova  da  Cortina : 
— -^  I  have  secured  an  honourable  rank  in 
life ;  but  what  are  the  ]deasures  which  fol- 
low in  the  tndn  of  all  this  pomp  and  great- 
ness?—-a  dull  round  of  social  and  moral 
virtues,  which  I  despise.  What  is-  the  adu* 
lation  bestowed  on  the  young  and  beauti- 
fill  dudiess  of  Dunbane? — crippled  age 
and  busy  housewives,  whenever  I  appear, 
chant  forth  the  praises  of  my  lord  the 
duke,  and  pray  I  may  be  worthy  of  his 
lore.    What  are  the  gallant  sights  I  see  ? 

1 8  *— proud 


174  I&I8H  NECSOBf  ANCER. 

-—proud  kirds  and  haughty  datnes^  with 
their  rosy^ftced  sons  and  daughters,  who 
laugh  with  frolic  glee  at  every  silly  j^t, 
and  dance  away  the  evening,  as  if  their 
lives  depended  on  this  exercise.  The  adu^ 
lation  I  receive  is  praises  on  the  duke  and 
his  manifold  perfections,  and  I  must  either 
bask  in  the  sunshine  of  hb  reflected  splen- 
dour,  or  remain  for  ever  in  the  shades 
The  rich  inheritance  I  hoped  to  secure  by 
this  splendid  morriage,  it  may  be  many 
years  before  I  cBJoy ;  the  duke  looks  twen^ 
ty  years  younger  than  when  I  first  saw 
him ;  the  irritability  is  gone  which  preyed 
upon  his;  s{HritB,.  he  smiles  with  sek-satisK 
fied  de%ht^  and  the  rose  of  health  haa 
retintied  to  his  cheek. 

*^  SigncMra,  dearest  signora,.  ia  my  bloom 
to  fade  in  this  ungeniaL  soil,  without  even 
your  cheering  presence  to  consdle  me  ?  la 
xny  youth  to  waste  away  amid  piety  and 
praya-,  which  my  unfettered  mmd  be- 
lieves  to  be  the  brain-wrou^t  firenzks  of 
monkish  superstitioai  ?  aiui  must  my  heart 

never 
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never  expand  to  love  and  joy  ?  and  must 
indeed  the  cypress  garland  bind  my  brow 
for  ever,  where  I  fondly  hoped  the  roses 
of  love  would  bloom,  divested  of  the 
thorn  ?^ 

Another  letter  followed,  which  marked 
the  discontented  spirit  of  the  writer  still 
more  strongly : — 

'^  Have  I  not  reason  for  discontoit,  sig* 
nora,  when  I  find  my  fortune  must  be 
limited,  to  increase  the  charitable  fantasies 
of  my  lord,  which  are  unbounded  ?  He 
mentioned  this  morning  to  his  second  self^ 
lord  William,  his  wish  to  re-establish  a. 
school,  of  which  his  mother  had  formerly 
been  the  patroness,  and  supported  at  her 
own  private  expence. — •  As  I  have  been 
just  to  you,  my  sweet  Frances,  I  may  now 
afford  to  be  liberal  to  those  less  gifted  by 
the  hand  of  fortune:  I  consider  myself 
only  the  steward  of  a  generous  Master^  to 
whom  I  must  one  day  account  for  the  ta-^ 
lents  entrusted  to  my  care.  I  have  placed 
in  the  £nglish  fiinds  fifty  thousand  pounds 

1 4  for 
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for  your  use,  the  accumulated  interest  of 
which,  added'  to  the  original  sum  (for  I 
now  hope  to  live  many  years  in  the  bosom 
of  domestic  felicity),  wfll  equ<al,  I  should 
hope,  the  wants  and  wishes  of  my  widow. 
I  regret  not  that  I  have  no^  son  to  succeed 
me-~the  matured  virtues  of  my  heir  will 
smooth  the  pillow  of  death,  and  leave  m 
lingering  regret  on*  parting  life  for  the 
happiness  of  those  I  leave  behind ;'  and 
the  duke  looked  on  this  petted  babe  of 
six  feet  high,  lord  William,  with  all  the 
fond  affection  ci  a  father. 

"  Perceiving  his  grace  expected  I  should 
be  grateful,  I  silenced  all  the  angry  rage 
within  my  bosom,  and  appeared  the  fond, 
the  happy  wife,  who  never  wished  to  see 
an  hour  beyond  the  life  of  him  who  won 
her  virgin  heart  and  all  its  fond  affections, 
l^icely  as  the  duke  of  Dunbane  ean  dis« 
criminate,  he  wished  it  to  be  true,  and  was 
deceived.  And  now  came  forth  in  s^plendid 
array,  decked  in  the  gorgeous  robe  of  cba- 
rity,  the  plan  of  this  intended  seminary  of 

benevolence, 
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lienevolenoey  in  which  I  little  expected  to 
be  honoured  with  the  rank  of  chief  gover-i^ 
ness. — *  Twelve  orphan  girls^  daughters  of 
decayed  gentlemeDr  chiefly  those  qf  un-^ 
beneficed  clergymen,  were  educated,  with 
every  accomplishment  necessary  to  qualify^ 
them  as  governesses  in  fitmilies  of  rank ;; 
and  out  c^  thirty-six/  continued  the  duke^. 
^  which  I  recollect  to  have  been  sent  at 
different  periods  &om;  ihb  seminary,  not 
one  ever  disgraced  their  patroness,  either 
by  misconduct  or  unequal  union;  the 
major  part  were  well  established  in  mar- 
riage, the  others  remained  in  single  respec^ 
tability.  Assisted  by  some  young,  ladies* 
of  rank,  my  mother  took  upon:  herself  to^ 
superintend  the  education,  of  these:  young 
gentlewomen,  and  took  cave  the  people- 
abe  employed  should  do  their  duty :  my 
sweet  Frances,:  whose  virtues  and/ whose 
graces  are  the  theme  <^  imiversaL  praise,, 
will,  I  am  certain,,  readily  consent  to  be 
the  successor  of  one  as  eminently  ^fted, 
by  beauty,  talent,,  and  virtue,  as  herself:. 

x5  the* 
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the  joutig.  ladies  in  this  neighbourhood 
will  be  emulous  to  assist  your  gentle  guicU 
ance^  and  be  themselves  improved,  as  thej 
witness  the  unnumbered  graces  of  xny 
Frances.  WilBam  and  I  intend  to  esta- 
blish a  similar  school  for  boys,  and  qualify 
them  for  public  or  private  teachers ;  and 
if  a  brilliant  genius  should  raise  his  head 
among  them,  his  talents  shall  not  rest  in 
obscurity.  I  fear  we  cannot  bring,  pur  de» 
sign  into  eflfect  till  spring,  as  the  houses 
I  intend  to  appropriate  to  these  useful 
purposes  must  be  repaired  and  enlarged, 
and  we  require  the  intermediate  time  of 
four  months  to  select  proper  objects  of 
our  care.* 

'<  Tl^e  hope  to  shine  the  brightest  star 
m  fashi(si*s  hemisphere  is  now  no  more*-^ 
the  hope  to  bend  the  haughty  Coldlurook 
to'  my  will,  and  mijce  him  foel  my  power, 
must  pass  CIS  a  feverish  dream;  oh!  let  me 
breathe  it  sofUy  in  yoiur  ear,  signora-.««!> 
isoftly^  that  the  passing  breezes  must  not 
witoesa  my  confession  :-m  I  CQuld  have 

loved 
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loved  this  haughty  earl — ^his  manly  beauty 
80  fixed,  I  will  call  it,  in  youthful  bloom  I 
—so  bland  his  manners,  yet  so  dignified  ! 
-^his  form  so  graceful,  so  majestic,  so  spor- 
tively elastic ! — his  smile  how  sweet !  how 
very  witching  sweet!  Signora,  I  could 
Iiave  loved,  but  he  despised  and  scorned 
me,  and-^— I  hate  him. 

"  The  fortune  secured  to  my  lord  by 
this  sedusion  must  be  employed  to  please 
the  monkish  fancies  of  his  brain,  and  make^ 
my  slavery  complete.  Signora,.  dearest 
signora,  your  child  will  expire — I  can  en*- 
Aire  no  more." 


I  $  CHAP- 
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CHAPTER  XL 


^»^l»^^l^«#»#l^#l#»»#\»*^»»» 


Sudden  DeatL, 


Preparations  were  now  making  for  the 
marriage  of  lord  Fitzaubume  and  Rosabel 
Melross:  ber  settlement,  in  wbich  the 
Grove,  was  added  to  her  former  portion. 
Was  already  prepared  to  receive  the  neces- 
sary signatures,  when  the  earl  of  Ellesmere 
was  translated  to  a  better  world  without 
any  previous  warning.  No  one  more  de^ 
ly  lamented  his  paternal  friend  than  lord 
Coldbrook,  and  it  is  but  justice  to  sayt  the 
deer  p^rk  was  forgotten  in  his  grief  for 
the  good  earl. 

JLady  Geraldine  was  eighteen  three 
weejks  after  the  death  of  her  grand&ther, 
aiul  her  first  act  was  to  secure  the  Grove 
to  Rosabel,  after  her  father's  death;  for 

the 


the  late  earl  unwarned  of  his  appn»cUn^ 
dissolution,  had  made  no  disposition  of 
this  demesne  in  his^  will,  and  it  now  be-i* 
came  the  life^property  of  the  present  earl  ;*. 
and  lonl  Coldbrook  harboured  not  a  doubt 
that  his  friend  would  honourably  fulfil  the 
promise  of  his  &ther. 

The  marriage  of  Fitzaubume  was  again^ 
fixed  to  take  place  in  six  months  after  the 
death  of  lord  Ellesmere. — **-  i  loved  him/' 
said  lord  Coldbrook,  **  as:  a  son ;  I  will 
mourn,  him  as  one." 

Respeet  for  the  memory  of  the  late  earl' 
occasioned  the  £imily  to  remain  at  the 
Grove,,  and  the  marchioness  of  Heatherly 
gave  up  a  London  February  to  console 
her  daughter  lady  SUesmere,.  who  never 
knew  a.  wish  ungratified  during  the  life  o£ 
her  fatiier4n-law;. 

The  first  blossom  of  spring  brought  withi 
it  a  letter  fromt  the  duchess  of  Dunbane 
to  the  marchioness  of  Heatherly. — ^*  Mi- 
sery and  sudden  death,"  said  the  greatly* 
agitated  dowager^.  "  have  been,  very  busjF^ 

with 


183  IltIgH  KECROMAKCER. 

with  OS  of  kte ;:  tlie  duke  of  Danbane 
has  been  murdered  in  his  own  shrubbery, 
and  my  heart-broken  Frances  wkhes  to^ 
spend  the  first  months  of  her  melandioly 
widowhood  with  me.  I  must  return  im^*^ 
mediately  to  Richmond.'' 

"  Why  should  your  hdy ship  leaire  us  ?" 
said  k)rd  EUesmere,  hastily  ^  ^'^  rather  pre- 
yail  on  your  young  favourite  to  stay  here; 
our  own  recent  misfortunes  wiU  keep  us* 
seduded  till  the  marriage  of  Rosabel,  and 
in  alleviating  her  sorrows,  we  will  endea^ 
roup  to  forget  our  own." 

Lady  EUesmere,  whose  unsuspicious 
temper  never  allowed  her  to  see  beyond 
the  present  moment,,  readily  acquiesced  In 
the  wishes  of  her  lord  'r  and  the  My  widow, 
in  all  the-  mockery  of  woe,  was  received 
by  the  family  with  kind  commiseration-— 
by  lord  EUesmere  with  ill-concealed  rap* 
ture;  but  lord  Coldbrook  and  his  son  were* 
purposely  absent  on  the  day  of  her  arrival.. 

The  last  letter  of  the  duchess  roused  in** 
tD  action  every  evil  passion  of  the  signora,, 

and: 
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and  the  work  of  desth  was  only  ddayed 
to  increase  the  portion  of  her  daughter. 
Already  had  the  anxious  duke  selected 
the  proper  objects  for  his  bounty^  but  the 
first  orders  giren  for  their  aooomHiodatioa 
were  the  signal  for  hb  own  death;  habited 
as  a  Scottish  peasant,  the  countenance  of 
the  s^nora  wore  the  appearance  of  a  sun* 
bomt  labourer^  and  within  si^t  <^  hia 
own  castle,  her  stiletto,  now  with  twofold 
murder  stained,  was  sheathed  in  the  bene^ 
volent  bosom  of  the  duke  of  Dunbane. 

The  appearance  of  lord  Williiain  Lindsays 
Hiade  her  drop  the  blood-stained  weapon,, 
which  the  signora  had  been  contemplating 
with  savi^e  triun^h;  and  many  were  the 
disguises  which  secured  her  safe  return  to^ 
Eng^d. 

Mr.  Lindsay  found  his  nephew  cold  and 
senseless  as  his  brother;  the  head  of  the 
murdered  duke  rested  on  his  bosom,  and 
both  his  hands  were  pressed  upon  the^ 
wound;  and  when  restored  to«  animation^ 

his 
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\a&  seises  yrete  oompletdy  gone..  The 
wh<de  oountiy  nee  with  one  genentl  feel- 
ing to  seek  the  murdecer,  immense  rewards 
were  offered^  but  fruitless  was  every  exer- 
tion— ^no  trace  of  the  assassin,  could  be 
lbund« 

As  Mr.  Lindsa^r  eicamined  the  stOetto^ 
he  remarked  the  weapon  belonged  to  no 
common  hand;  it  was  richly  jeweUed,  and 
the  name  of  Robert  Bruce  was.  formed  in 
rubies  oh  the  hilt — '*  How  singular  an  Ita- 
lian weapon  should  bear  a  Scottish  name !" 

"What  a  fool!^-!-how  unlike  the  guarded 
conduct  of  my  mother  to  drop  the  stilet- 
to T  thought  the  duchess«  "  I  wish  it  had 
not  escaped  the  prying  eyes  of  Ulrica*  the 
abominated,,  in.  the  convent  of  St.  '■ 
But  no  matter;  who  can  trace  Robert 
Bruce  to  Eugenia  da  Cortina  ?" 

The  acting  of  the  duchess*was  inimitable 
••--no  one  suspected,  ^  even  for  a  mom^it,- 
the  sincerity  of  her  afl^ction ;  the  signora 
supplied  her  with,  a  drag  which  robbed 

her 
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h^  pdished  cheek  of  all  its  roseate  beauty, 
and  gave  the  appearance  of  ill  health  to 
her  faded  countenance. 

Slow  was  the  recovery  of  lord  William, 
now  duke  of  Dunbane,  from  the  brain- 
fever  which  for  many  days  menaced  his 
life;  and  when  he  was  allowed  to  receive 
the  first  visit  of  his  widowed  sister,  new 
to  actual  guilt,  the  shock  she  endured  was 
dreadful — the  former  duke  seemed  to  ap- 
pear before  her  as  when  she  first  beheld 
him — ^wan,  pale,  and  fiided — ^his  form  at^ 
tenuated,  his  nerves  unstrung;  and  she 
was  ready  to  exclaim  with   Macbeth— « 
"  Thou  canst  not^say  I  did  it**    She  wept 
convulsively;  but  the  warning  voice  of 
conscience  was  like  the  dew  of  heaven 
falling  on  the  bosom  of  a  burning  moun* 
tain— 4:he  flame  of  vice  destroyed  the  soft 
impression^  and  lefl  not  a  trace  behind. 

When  informed  by  the  unsuspecting 
Lindsay,  that  her  fortune  was  increased 
more  than  ten  thousand  pounds  by  the 
death .  of  hi&  deeply-regretted  friend  the 

duke> 
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duke»  the  widowed  dudiess  gently  enlreat- 
ed  to  be  spared  any  conversation  on  the 
subject ;  bowed  down  by  affliction^  she  felt 
unequal  to  the  task.  Her  brother  had  in- 
formed her  that  business  would  oblige  him 
to  visit  England,  when  his  health  was  sa& 
fk^ntly  restored  to  bear  the  &tigae  of  tra- 
veiling. — **  We  can  then  arrange  our  pe- 
cuniary afiairs  with  lessened  anguish ;  the 
soul  of  honour  and  the  name  of  Lindsay 
are  Sjrnonymous — ^he  will  not  seek  to  make 
the  widow's  fate  more  desolate  f  and  the 
fair  mea  left  Soodand,  in  full  possession 
of  the  warmest  esteem  of  the  guileless 
Lindsay  and  his  nephew. 

Cold  and  ungracious  was  lord  Coldbrook 
to  the  duchess  of  Dunbane ;  his  lordship 
neither  soothed  her  sorrows  or  welcomed 
her  return,  but  watched  with  anxious 
dread  the  countenance  of  his  son,  as  the 
eyes  of  lord  Fitzaubume  rested  for  a  mo* 
ment  on  a  face  and  form  where  envy  could 
not  find  a  blemish.  But  the  anxiety  of 
locd  Coldbrook  was  removed,  bis  gaiety 

restored^ 
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restored,  as  Fitzaubume,  placed  beside 
affianced  Rosabel,  seemed  to  forget  there 
was  such  a  being  in  existence  as  the  da-» 
chess  of  Dunbane. 

Not  so  transient  was  the  impression 
made  by  his  lordship  on  the  beautifal  wi« 
dow;  in  him  she  saw  all  tliat  poetry  or 
painting  could  express  of  manly  beauty 
or  of  finished  elegance— it  was  lord  Cold* 
hrook  really,  though  not  apparently,  twen« 
ty  years  younger,  on  whose  ruby  Mps  the 
witdiiiis^  sDQuile  was  umnixed  with  soom  $ 
fcr  lord  Fit2aubunie,  believing  faier  un^ 
kindly  treated  by  his  father,  bebaTed  to^ 
the  fair  Frances  with  that  respeetfol  at» 
tention  whi<^  his  polished  urbanity  be4 
stowed  on  every  female;  and  while  um 
hallowed  love  fflled  the  heart  of  lord  £U 
lesmere  for  the  duchess  of  Dunbane,  it 
glowed  with  unbounded  dominion  in  her 
bosom  for  the  affianced  husband  ci  his 
daughter;  but  self-love  was  frequency 
obliged  to  confess  the  truism-**-Iord  Fitz^ 
sttlmine  was  kin4i  was  attentive,  but  no 

more ; 
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more;  the  smile  of  Rosabel  illumined  his 
oountenanoe^--hi8  brilliant  eye  sought  no 
other  object  of  admiration ;  yet  flattering 
hope  still  taught  her  to  believe  the  choice 
was  all  his  father's^  not  his  own ;  Fitzau- 
bume  only  loved  obedient  to  the  wishes 
of  his  sire,  and  only  sought  the  hand  of 
lady  Rosabel  Melross  to  gratify  his  wishes 
in  a  deer  park. 

The  young  widow  imparted  her  sorrows 
to  her  maternal  friend : — *'  Signora,  dearest 
signora,  the  winding-sheet  and  the  tomb 
vn&  endrde  and  enclose  your  child ;  the 
willow  and  the  cypress  wreath  fast  tight^ 
ening  round  my  brow,  are  the  signal  of 
approaching  dissolution.  Of  what  avail  are 
youth  and  beauty^  wealth  and  power  ?  I 
am  dying  a  victim  to  hopeless  love.  Yet 
Fitzaubutne,  ever  gentle,  ever  kind,  would 
have  returned  my  love»  l^t,.  like  a  well- 
taught  schoolhoyv  he  feds  it  his  duty  to 
obey  the  wishes  of  his  lordly  father.  The 
eagle  eye  of  the  haughty  lord  Coldbrook 
reads  my  inmost  thiM]gbts<-^he  triumph»in 

my 
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my  anguish — ^he  mocks  the  misery  I  en- 
dure ;  the  arrogant  young  marquis  of  Hea* 
therly  marks  with  jealous  watchfulness 
my  every  look  and  action;  and  should 
the  willing  smile  of  Henry  rest  even  for 
a  moment  on  me,  the  stormy  passions  fast 
gathering  on  his  hrow  plainly  declare  how 
much  he  fears,  through   me,  the  long- 
cherished  fancy  of  his  favourite  uncle  may 
be  disappointed.   Signora,  dearest  signora, 
you  whose  perfect  loveliness  of  form,  fixed 
in  unfading  beauty,  can  assume  at  will  the 
appearance  of  whatever  form  you  please, 
come  and  let  your  cheering  presence  sup- 
port your  drooping  child.     Signora,  dear- 
est signora,  without  your  counsel,  your 
assistance,  I  shall  expire." 

"  I  come,  my  child,  my  Antoniette. 
Cold-blooded  Coldbrook,  you  shall  not 
triumph  in  her  anguish,  you  shall  not 
glory  in  her  pain ;  and  you,  my  anogant 
young  lord,  fearless,  high-spirited  nuirquis 
of  Heatherly,  even  you  will  I  mske  the 

instrument 
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instrument  to  seal  the  wedded  happiness 
of  my  Antoniette.'* 

The  duke  of  Dunbane,  now  equal  to 
the  fatigue  of  travelling,  came  to  tiie 
Grove  to  visit,  mid  make  a  final  settlement 
with  the  widow  of  his  brother;  and  the 
melancholy  duke  was  not  unfrequently 
won  back  to  smiles  and  happiness  by  the 
artless  kindness  of  lady  Geraldine  Melross. 

**  We  must  go  to  Wales,  Henry,**  said 
lord  Coldbrook,  a  few  days  after  the  arri- 
val of  the  ducal  visitor  at  the  Grove; 
^  my  uncle  Lewellyn  is  dangerously  ill, 
and  wishes  to  see  us  both.  I  owe  much 
obligation  to  his  paternal  care— every  vir« 
tue  I  possess  was  either  reared  or  planted 
by  his  guardian  kindness — but  fer  him  I 
bad  been  as  brain-erazed  with  witches, 

« 

warlocks,  and  family  feuds,  as  my  eeoefi- 
tfie,  though  muQh-Ioieed  grandfether.'^ 

*^  Be  comforted,  my  child,"  said  the  sig* 
noifa ;  ^^  the  absent  Coldbrook  cannot  wateh 
our  aekionsi.    Jki  ib  y^ur  tiMk,  my  Antoni- 
ette, 
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ette,  to  increase  the  partiality,  which  you 
have  told  me  so  obviously  marks  the  man- 
ners  of  the  meting  duke  of  Dunbane,  to 
lady  Greraldine  Melross ;  light  as  ether  be 
your  praise,  as  you  enumerate  her  many 
virtues — ^how  well  the  work  of  diaiity, 
scarcely  begun,  would   flourish  beneath 
her  fostering  care — the  best  monument 
that  could  be  raised  to  the  memory  of  de« 
parted  worth  unequalled  i  but  be  cautious 
•^-say  not  too  little  or  too  much ;  William 
of  Dunbane  can  discriminate  as  nicely  as 
bis  brother.    Conceal  not  from  the  mar-' 
chioness  your  anxiety  to  secure  this  splen- 
did union  for  the  lady  Geraldine ;  let  the 
sound  o£  fliattery  drop  light,  but  ecHistanI; 
in  her  ear;  but  on  the  cheek  of  lady  £1* 
lesmere  you  cannot  lay  too  heavily  tiie 
bloom  of  youth ;  give  to  her  selfish  ind<^ 
lence  the  name  oi  sensibility — ^her  want 
of  feeling  be  gentleness  supreme;   you 
cannot  cojiour  too  highly ;  if  the  portrait 
is  but  handsome,  her  ladyship  wiU  ac- 
knowledge 
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knowledge  the  resemblance.  Liord  Elles* 
mere  is  all  your  own;  you  will  find  no 
trouble  to  convince  him  how  useless  it 
would  be  to  wait  the  return  of  lord  Cdd- 
brook  to  aggrandize  his  daughter." 

^*  You  speak,  signora,  as  if  this  union 
was  certain." 

**  Follow  my  directions,  sweetest  Arito^ 
niette,  and  doubt  not.  Lady  Rosabel  must 
accompany  her  sister  to  Scotland,  and  then 
the  enamoured  EUesmere  will  be  a  puppet 
in  our  hands,  and  the  long-projected  mar- 
riage of  Rosabel  be  broken  off  for  ever. 
The  Hotspur  marquis  will  doubtless  join 
the  bridal  train ;  I  will  have  little  trouUe 
to  convince  the  marchioness  this  youthful 
lord  is  secretly  enamoured  of  his  cousin, 
but  honour  confines  the  secret  ^  to  his  bo- 
som with  life-consuming  anguish;  that, 
could  the  Grove  be  dissevered  from  her 
portion,  the  hand,  the  splendid  dower  of 
the  lady  Rosabel,  would  be  his  own." 

^*  But  Heatherly  would  return,  signora, 

to 
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to  fttove  your  statement  false.  How  ter- 
rible his  anger!  how  vengeful  would  be 
his  rage  T 

**  Our  wishes  once  accomplished,  what 
care  I  for  his  rage? — ^the  strong-nerved 
heart  of  Isidora  was  not  formed  to  fear 
the  warring  of  the  elements — ^the  stormy 
passions  of  mankind.  If  we  can  gain  pos- 
smion  of  the  Grove,  his  anger  will  be 
pastime,  for  then  Fitzaubume  will  be  all 
our  own :  the  deer  park,  not  the  lady,  is 
the  magnet." 

The  signora  augured  rightly ;  the  lady 
Geraldine  was  wooed  and  won  by  the  no* 
longer-melancholy  duke. 

Every  account  from  Wales  confirmed 
the  danger  of  Mr.  Lewellyn,  yet  still  he 
lii^red  on ;  and  lord  Coldbrook  requested 
the  marriage  of  his  niece  might  not  be 
delayed,  as  he  could  not  leave  his  paternal 
fiiend  in  such  extremity. 

A  week  after  the  bridal  party  left  the 
Grove,  the  signora  da  Cortina  acknow^ 
kdged  her  vicinity  to  the  marchioness  of 

TOJL.  I.  K  Heatherly; 
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Heatherly;  ill  health  was  the  alleged 
cause  of  changing  her  abode,  and  with 
gentle  humility  she  entreated  the  mar- 
chioness would  continue  her  benevolent 
protection,  and  allow  her  former  pupil  to 
visit  her  as  usual. 

This  address  was  well  calculated  to  sooth 
the  vanity  of  the  dowager,  and  her  lady- 
ship  determined  to  answer  this  elegantly- 
worded  billet  in  person ;  and,  accompanied 
by  the  exulting  Frances,  the  marchioness 
entered  the  beautiful  cottage  of  the  signo- 
ra  da  Cortina,  situated  nearly  two  miles 
from  the  Grove.    The  pale  cheek,  the  fra- 
gile form  of  the  signora,  filled  the  grateful 
heart  of  her  pupil  with  alarm,  while,  with 
fascinating  softness,  the  beautiful  Italian 
poured  the  sweet  balm  of  adulation  into 
the  delighted  ears  of  the  dowager'  mar- 
chioness, who  could  not  resist  the  entrea- 
ties  of  the  signora  to  remain  with  her  till 
evening — ^it  might  be  the  last  ^time  she 
could  ever  receive  such  an  honour :  the 
reflection  that  one  noble  friend  bad  judged 

her 
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her  without  prejudice,  would  sooth  even 
the  pangs  of  dissolution. 

•*  WIio  would  have  thought,**  said  the 
marchioness,  speaking  of  the  recent  mar- 
riage in  her  family,  "  that  GJeraldine  would 
have  been  married  before  her  sister  ?  This 
day  four  months  exactly  was  to  have  been 
the  wedding-day  of  Rosabel.  I  hope  Mr. 
Lewellyn  may  recover — another  disap- 
pointment would  be  quite  shocking.** 

"  Poor  lord  Heatherly  !**  and  the  signo- 
ra  sighed  heavily. 

*•  What  of  George  Heatherly  l""  said  the 
alarmed  grandmother.  **  I  had  a  letter 
fix)in  him  three  days  ago:  he  was  well, 
and  happy.  His  lordship  is  a  philoso- 
pher ;  few  can  boast  the  strength  of  mind, 
the  steady  virtues  of  the  marquis  of  Hea- 
theily;  at  twenty- two,  with  a  very  plen* 
tifiil  estate,  though  it  may  be  a  little  en- 
cumbered, I  see  no  great  occasion  for  phi- 
losophy, signora.** 

"  There  are  sorrows  which  wealth  can- 
not cure,  and  youth  is  the  season  for  love, 

K  2  although 
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although  it  may  not  always  be  propi- 
tious." 

**  There  is  not  a  family  in  the  kingdom,** 
•said  the  indignant  grandmother,  **  that 
vwould  rejebt  the  alliance  of  the  marquis  of 
Heatherly;  there  is  not  a  lady,  beneath 
the  blood  royal  of  England,  would  refuse 
iiis  hand." 

*' And  yet  the  marquis  is  doomed  to 
wear  the  willow,  the  uncomplaining  yictim 
of  hopeless  love." 

"  Who  or  what  is  she,"  cried  the  mar- 
chioness, with  emotion, ''  that  could  reject 
or  scorn  the  ^est  y^ung  man  in  Eng- 
land?" 

^*  Lady  Rosabel  Melross  is  the  un- 
conscious possessor  of  his  heart.  His  last 
severe  lilness  was  caused  by  the  approach- 
ing nuptials  of  his  cousin :  your  ladyship 
watched  beside  his  couch  till  quite  ex- 
hausted ;  I  was  then  allowed  the  hcmoured 
privilege  of  ftiendship,  and  took  your 
place  i  the  fever  raged  with  violence— the 
secret  of  the  marquis  was  revealed — ^pure 

and 
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and  holy  was  the  love  which  glowed  in 
the  bosom  of  lord  Heatherly  for  his  cou- 
^ ;  in  his  wishes,  his  prayers  for  her  wed- 
ded happiness,  every  selfish  feeling  was 
forgotten." 

**  The  attachment  of  lord  Fitzaubume 
for  his  love-inspiring  cousin/'  said  the  du- 
chess, **  seems  more  like  the  fond  affection 
of  a  brother  than  the  first  enthusiasm  of 
love,  which  glows  so  bright,  so  pure,  so 
fervid  in  the  bosom  of  the  marquis :  his  is 
the  incense  of  the  heart,  that  of  my  lord 
Fitzaubume  the  offering  of  duty,  to  gra- 
tify his  father  in  the  desolating  whim  of 
the  deer  park :  a  very  ridiculous  whim  it 
certainly  is,  to  lay  waste  the  most  beau- 
tiful seat  in  this  country,  to  enlarge  a  park 
which  fifteen  earls  of  Ellesmere  found  suf- 
ficiently extensive.  I  always  wished  the 
union  of  Rosabel  and  Heatherly;  he  is 
high  in  rank,  and  her  fortune  would  more 
than  clear  his  estate.** 

"  Poor  Heatherly !"  and  the  eyes  of  the 

K  3  fond 
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fond  grandmother  bore  testimony  to  the 
feelings  of  her  heart. 

"  Say  not  too  little  or  too  mtich,"  was 
the  maxim  of  the  signora.  Exerting  all 
her  powers  of  fascination,  she  gently  drew 
the  marchioness  {rom  her  nnpleasant  reve- 
rie, accompanied  her  pupil  in  several  fa- 
vourite duets,  and,  before  they  parted, 
moulded  every  thought  of  the  marchioness 
to  her  will. 

"  I  cannot  admit  the  visits  of  this  signo- 
ra/' said  lady  EUesmere ;  "  she  was  gene- 
rally believed  to  be  the  mistress  of  sir 
Charles  Selwyn.  I  am  too  young  to  play 
the  lady  Bountiful,  and  suffer  every  ad- 
venturer to  patch  up  their  reputation  at 
my  expence.  I  think  Frances  descends 
from  her  dignity  as  duchess  of  Dunbane, 
when  she  visits  this  signora  of  doubtful 
character." 

"  Your  ladyship  is  at  liberty  no  doubt 
to  select  your  own  visitors,**  said  the  fair 
Frances^  mildly ;  *•  but  I  was  educated  by 

this 
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this  signora,  I  know  her  good  and  amiable, 
and  I  will  not  stamp  her  character  as  in- 
famous, by  desertmg  her/' 

**  As  you  please,  child,"  said  the  indo- 
lent countess ;  **  I  cannot  force  you  to  take 
good  counsel." 

Her  ladyship  reclined  on  a  sofa,  and 
closing  her  eyes,  declared  so  much  prosing 
on  a  disagreeable  subject  had  made  her 
quite  nervous ;  and  the  marchioness  felt  it 
would  be  no  easy  task  to  introduce  the 
signora  at  the  Grove  as  her  own  visitor, 
or  that  of  the  young  duchess  of  Dunbane. 

'*  Shall  I  sing  for  you,  my  sweet  cou- 
sin ?"  said  the  soft  and  silver  tones  of  the 
beautiful  duchess ;  ^  one  precept  I  learned 
from  the  signora  was,  never  to  forget  past 
benefits,  and  many  are  the  obligations  I 
owe  to  the  countess  of  EUesmere.  Yet, 
in  speaking  of  the  signora,  I  cannot  help 
thinking  your  ladyship  severe  to  one  who 
was  so  justiiy  lavish  in  your  praise.  I 
have  frequently  heard  the  dgnora  da  Cor- 
tina remark,  that  out  of  Italy  she  never 

K  4  saw 
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saw  a  form  so  perfect  in  symmetry  andf 
grace — a  face  so  resplendent  in  beauty  and 
sweetness ;  lady  Rosabel  had  not  a  more 
youthful  countenance  J  yours  indeed  had 
the  advantage — ^it  was  the  soul  of  sensibi- 
lity." 

"  Who  or  what  is  this  signora?*'  said 
the  countess,  smiling  most  graciously  on 
the  fair  speaker. 

"  The  only  daughter  of  the  marchese 
del  Rio,  abjured,  deserted  by  her  family, 
for  unequal  union.  The  signor  da  Cortr- 
na  entered  the  Austrian  service,  and  was 
killed  in  battle ;  and  though  not  noble; 
left  a  richly-independent  widow ;  but  her 
illustrious  family  would  never  be  recon- 
ciled— they  abandoned  her  for  ever..  In 
France  she  became  the  bosom-friend  of 
my  mother,  and  received  her  last  sigh. 
Careless  of  the  censure  of  a  misjudging 
world,  the  signora  faithfully  fulfilled  the 
promise  tnade  to  her  dying  friend,  and 
never  left  her  daughter :  the  heart  of  sig- 
nora da  Cortina  was  buried  in  the  tomb 

of 
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of  her  husband;  all  censure  and  praise, 
but  that  of  her  own  mind,  was  equally 
indifferent  to  her,  who  proved  the  steady 
friend  of  the  orphan  committed  to  her 


care." 


"  Envy  and  malice  will  have  their  day 
certainly;  but  we  must  respect  appear- 
ances. I  may  hereafter  be  mduced  to 
change  my  opinion  of  this  signora,""  and 
the  temper  of  lady  Ellesmere  became  har- 
monized almost  to  gaiety. 


CHAPTER  XII. 


^^^■00  04 


The  Marquis  of  HeatJierly. 

*•  Here  I  am,  my  sweet  widow,*?  said  th^ 
marquis  of  Heatherly,  as  he  dashed  into 
the  simply-elegant  drawing-room  of  the 
signora  da  Cortina — *^  here  I  am>  ready  to 
obey  your  orders;"  and  he  kissed,  \\^ith 

K  5  sudden 
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sudden  familiarity,  the  ruby  lips  of  the 
signonu 

"  My  first  orders  are,  my  lord,"  and  she 
spoke  with  cold  dignity,  **  that  you  be- 
have as  a  gentleman,  or  my  next  shall  be 
not  to  admit  the  marquis  of  Heatherly." 

"  What  the  deuce!"  but  he  stopped, 
and  only  thought — "  this  from  the  mis- 
tress of  sir  Charles  Selwyn !  The  free-and- 
easy  of  yesterday  is  the  chaste  Dian  of 
to-day. — Fair  lady,  I  am  no  satyr,  come 
to  enforce  your  love;  it  was  the  kiss  of 
peace,  the  kiss  of  brotherly  affection — ^no- 
thing more.  Here  is  my  written  promise 
for  ten  thousand  pounds,  payable  on  the 
day  of  my  marriage  with  Rosabel  MelrosF.'' 

The  grief,  the  agitation  of  the  signora, 
was  extreme. — **  Oh,  how  severely  must 
the  world  judge  of  me,  when  the  grandson 
of  my  most  honoured  friend  believes  me 
mercenary  and  impure! — Oh,  Frances 
what  have  I  not  suffered  to  fulfil  my  pro- 
mise to  your  dying  mother,  to  preserve 
your  purity,  and  guard  you  from  every 

evil ! 
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evil !  But  your  conduct  is  my  best  eulo- 
gium ;  the  relatives  of  your  late  husband 
do  justice  to  the  perfection  of  your  purity, 
while  the  Mr  fame  of  her  who  reared  this 
spotless  rose  of  beauty  is  blasted  by  pre- 
judice, bowed  down  by  calumny.** 

The  story  of  her  promise  to  the  dying 
lady  Selwyn  was  now  repeated — her  wi- 
dowed sorrows  coloured  with  the  magic 
pencil  of  grace  and  eloquence.*—^  Though 
lost  to  hope,  to  love,. almost  to  fame,  I  yet 
can  boast  a  heart  .keenly  alive  to  gratitude ; 
I  revere,.!  almost  wondiip  the  marchioness 
of  Heatherly,  and  for  her  sake  her  favour- 
ite grandchild  may  command  my  services, 
feeble  indeed,  but  feithfuL" 

'*  To  confess  the  truths  signora,  I  did 
not  expect  to  meet  you  in  such  high  he- 
roics. I  am  accused  of  loving  Rosabel 
Melross ; .  I  own  the  soft  impeachment ; 
the  maid  is  passing  Mr,  and  most  alluring 
is  her  splendid  dow^;, but. far  more  pre- 
cious to  my  heart  than  beauty  or  than 
gold  would  be  my  triumph  over  lord,  Fitz- 

k6  aubume 
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aubume— to  witness  the  disappointed  che- 
rished whimsy  of  his  lordly  father.  My 
lord  Fitzaubume,  without  any  previous 
warning,  jockeyed  me  completely  out  of  a 
very  pretty  girl  at  Oxford,  and  I  feel  ex- 
tremely anxious  to  return  the  compliment. 
I  promised  yesterday,  signora,  to  repeat 
this  college  anecdote;  you  can  then  judge 
how  hollow  is  that  friendship  whose  glossy 
surface  is  so  well  calculated  to  deceive. 

**  I  am  two  years  older  than  Fitzau- 
bume. When  he  entered  college,  I  broke 
loose  from  grandmamma's  apron-strings 
and  went  with  him.  Lord  Coldbrook 
was  astonished  I  could  keep  pace  in  learn- 
ing with  his  Henry,  who,  though  I  could 
not  beat  out  of  the  field,  yet  the  race  viras 
even.  Not  &r  from  the  college  stocfd  a 
pastrycook's  shop;  the  man  had  a  sour 
facie  and  a  surly  temper,  but  his  daughter 
had  the  bloom  of  Hebe  and  the  smile  of 
Euphrosyne;  she  looked  heart-cheering 
mirth,  and  whUe  she  made  pies  I  made 
love. 

•'  At 
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"  At  length  I  persuaded  the  fair  Blow- 
zabel  there  was  more  happiness  in  being: 
the  dressed-out  dashing  companion  of  a 
nobleman,  than  the  beast  of  burthen,,  the 
domestic  drudge  ytjlept  the  wife  of  a  ha- 
berdasher, who  stood  behind  his  uncle's 
counter  from  mom  till  night,  to  ensure, 
by  double  drudgery,  a  sufficient  sum  to 
set  up  for  himself;  and  then  he  expected 
Blowzy  would  marry  him,,  and  be  a  brain- 
crazed  slave  for  life.    Won  to  my  wishes, 
she  consented  to  meet  me  at  midnight,  a 
few  yards  from  her  father*s  door.     I  had 
a  carriage  in  waiting  to  take  her  off;  but 
morning  dawned,  and  no  Blowzabel  ap- 
peared.   I  returned  home  in  no  great  har- 
mony of  temper,  and  left  my  servant  to 
watch  the  door  of  old  Puffendough :  he 
returned  in  three  hours,  with  the  intelli- 
gence that  my  peijured  Blowzabel  had 
gone  off  with  lord  Fitzaubume;  he  had 
followed  the  carriage  for  some  time  till  he 
was  observed,  and  they  were  out  of  sight 
the  next  moment. 

«  This 
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''This  was  no sweetenar,  and  I  was  as 
acid-looking  as  old  Pu£^  when,  in  an  ill- 
omened  hour,,  lord  Coldbrook  made  his 
appearance.  I  answa«d  his  lordship's  ki- 
quiries  for  his-  son  by  repeating,  without 
softening,  the  tale  I  had  just  heard.  Lord 
Coldbrook  all  but  fidnted ;  but  soon  his 
waxen .  cheek  glowed  with  the  cc^our  of  a 
piony. — *  By  Heaven  T  cried  he,. '  it  is 
false! — my  Heniy.  is  no  seducer.  Come 
with  me  this  moment  to  the  father  of  the 
girl;  a  stain  shall  not  rest,. no,,  not  for  a 
moment,  on  his  honour/ 

''  I  attempted  to  take  his  arm,,  but  he 
shook  me  off  like  a  serpent,,  and.  we  pro- 
ceeded in .  gloomy  silence  to  Pastry  Hall. 
Old  Vinegar  was  standing.at  the  door,  look- 
ing hideously  agreeable.  Lord  Coldbrook 
civilly  asked  if  he  had .  seen  hist  son, .  lord 
Fitzaubume,.  that  morning?.  The  man 
appeared  ready  to*  worship  him,:  and  I 
little  expected  to  hear  that,  lord  Fitzau- 
bume had  given  five  hundred  pounds  to 
see  Blowzy  married  to  her.  old  admirer, 

the 
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the  haberdasher ;  the  little  jade  had  con- 
fessed the  planned  elopement  to  her  fa- 
ther, but  the  cruel  spoiler  she  would  not 
name.  Lord  Fitzauburne  was  so  anxious 
for  this  marriage  to  take  place,  that  he 
had  brought  her  himself,  in  his  own  car- 
riage, to  the  chupch.T— *  God  for  ever  bless 
him!'  continued  the  old  man,  with  more 
emotion,  than  I  thought  his  withered  heart 
capable  of  feeling. — *  he  has  saved  my 
grey  hairs,  from  going  down  in. sorrow  to 
the  grave.  For  you,^.  my  lord,  I  need 
not  beg  a  blessing,  though  a  poor  man's 
prayer  may  be  acceptable  in. heaven.  You 
have  a  son,  who  cix)wns  the  head  of  his 
father  with  honour:,  your  lordship  need 
not  envy  the  king  upon  his  throne.' 

•*  The  drawing  up-of  Fitzauburne's  car- 
riage made  me  draw.  off.  I  met  my  friend 
major  Packenham,  who  came  that  morning 
from  London  to  visit  me,  to  whom  I  told 
my  story  my  o^vn  way :  he  consented  to 
be  the  bearer  of  a  message  to  lord  Fitz- 
auburne, evidently  anxious  to  accommo- 
date 
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date  tile  business  without  bloodshed.  At' 
six  o'clock  the  next  morning  I  we^t,  ac- 
companied by  my  friend,  to  the  ground: 
lord  Coldbrook  was  there,  and  alone ;  he 
looked  the  form  and  brow  of  courage,  and: 
I  shrunk  to  nothing  in  his  presence ;  se- 
vere he  stood  in  manly  beauty,  and  no 
lectured'  schoolboy  ever  got  such  a  joba- 
tion; Backenham  joined  chorus,,  and  I 
was  obliged  to  give  my  word  of  honour  I^ 
would  prosecute  the  affair  no  further;— 

*  I  have  made,'  continued  the  lordly  earl,. 

*  your  peace  with  Fitzauburne,.who,  ten* 
der  of  your  reputation,  would  not  suflfer 
your  name  to  be  mentioned  in  this  nefari^ 
ous  transaction;  and  may  the  vices  and* 
the  follies  of  youth  be  forgotten  in  the 
virtues  of  the  man !' 

**  His  lordship  then  marched  off  with* 
the  dignity  of  an  ancient  Roman,  while 
the  tongue  of  Packenham  grew  wanton* 
in  his  praise.    Not  personally  acquainted 
with  either,  the  major  addressed  lord  Cold- 
brook  for  his  son,  wha  looks  only  his  elder 

brother, 
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brother,  and  thus  was  I  foiled,  lectured, 
and  left  to  bear  my  disappointment  as  I 
might  Fitzaubume  is  every  way  tri- 
umphant ;  in  six  weeks  he  wiU  be  here, 
to  daim,  to  wed  his  promised  bride.'' 

•*  May  I  ask  your  lordship,**  said  the  sig- 
nora,  with  one  of  her  most  brilliant  smiles^ 
^  which  is  most  valued  by  lord  Coldbrook 
—the  deer  park  or  the  lady  ?  The  wishes 
cf  lord  Fitzaubume  are  evidently  bounded 
by  the  will  of  his  father :  the  Grove  is 
part  of  Rosabel's  marriage-portion,  if  it 
please  her  father,  not  otherwise.  What  a 
pity,"  continued  the  signora,  **  such  a 
beautiful  demesne  should  be  laid  waste,  to 
gratify  an  idle  whim,  equally  useless  and 
destructive!  The  duchess  of  Dunbane, 
who  has  no  residence  of  her  own»  is  so 
partial  to  the  Grove,  where  she  received 
the  plighted  vows  of  her  deeply-regretted 
lord,  that  she  would  give  double  the  pur- 
chase-money to  secure  the  possession  of 
it    Gratitude  to  her  maternal  fnend,  the 

marchioness^ 
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marchioness,  can  scarcdy  be  called  a  minor 
motive,  for,  in  securing  your  lordship's 
happiness,  that  of  the  lady  dowager  is 
complete :  the  Grove  once  separated  from 
the  portion  of  lady  Rosabel,  you  will  find 
no  competitor  for  her  hand  in  lord  Fitz- 
aubume/' 

*^  The  dbject  of  all  this  manoeuvring," 
thought  the  marquis,  ''  is  to  m^e  this 
delectable  duchess  the  wife  of  Fitzau- 
bume,  purely  to  break  his  father^s  heart ;" 
and  lord  Heatherly  veiled  his  eyes  with 
his  hand^  that  their  sparkling  indignation 
might  not  be  seen.  **  But  lord  EUesmere 
will  not  break  faith  and  honour  with  his 
brother,  signora ;  his  lordship  will  not  treat 
the  memory  of  his  father  with  so  much 
disrespect,  as  to  violate  the  promise  made 
by  him  to  lord  Coldbrook.*^ 

"  The  acti(»is  of  the  fiving  cannot  dis- 
turb the  tranquillity  of  the  dead,,  nor  can 
he  be  accused  of  broken  faith  who  never 
made  a  promise*.    No  conversation  has 

passed 
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fassed  between  the  brothers-in.law  on  the 
subject  since  the  death  of  the  late  earl  of 
Ellesoiere*" 

**  My  case  is  not  then  hopeless;  but 
shadows^  douds^  and  darkness^  rest  upon 
it." 

**  Let  the  briUiant  sun  of  hope  dispet 
those  murky  vapours  from  your  brain^ 
and  happy  certainty  chase  far  away  each 
shadowy  doubt  and  fear :  doubt  is  too  of- 
ten the  companion  of  faithful  love." 

**  Bear  with  me,  sweet  signora,  and 
say  how  thi^  blissflil  vision  may  be  real- 
ized—*- how  Rosa,,  lovely  Ros^,  can  be 
mine ;  for  yet  I  doubt — I  fear  lord  £11^- 
xnere  may  believe  himself  honoural^ly 
bound  by  the  promise  of  his  father." 

"  He  wills  it  otherwise—- his  will  is  law ; 
who  has  the  rights  the  power,,  to  control 
the  actions  of  lord  Ellesmere.  2  The  ye- 
Deration  of  his  Ipcdship  for  high-soimding 
titles  is  well  known;  that  of  his  great 
grandfather  would  have  remained  un- 
sought for  ever  by  the  late  earl,  who 

sought 
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sought  and  obtained  it  merely  to  gratify 
the  ambition  of  his  son.  Since  the  maN 
riage  of  lady  Greraldine  Melross,  lord  £1- 
lesmere  has  reflected  with  great  bitterness 
on  the  difference  of  the  wedded  rank  of 
his  daughters;  a  viscountess  by  courte^ 
is  scarcely  beyond  that  of  a  commoner^ 
while  marchioness  of  Jleatherly  would 
combine  in  his  own  imihediate  family 
every  title  beneath  royalty."  The  signora 
then  gently  hinted  what  the  ardent  en- 
treaties of  the  marquis  obliged  her  to  com 
fess,  that  the  writings  were  now  prepar- 
ing which  would  secure  possession  of  the 
Grove,  in  a  few  days,  to  the  beautiful  wi- 
dow, but  thought  it  unnecessary  to  repeat 
that  the  duchess  had  left  no  wish  of  jiord 
Ellesmere's  ungratified,  to  secure  her  fan- 
cied power  over  lord  Coldbrook  and  his 
son,  while  love  was  the  only  coin  accepted 
by  the  enamoured  earl ;  profuse  in  his  ac- 
knowledgments, the  signora  sm3ed  on  her 
willing  dupe ;  and  the  marquis  entreated 

his  beautiful  friaid  would  solve  the  enig- 
ma. 
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ma,  iiow  she  became  acquainted  with  the 
secret  of  his  heart. 

The  ravings  of  delirium  were  manufac- 
tured into  proofs  strong  as  holy  writ^  which 
the  marquis  firmly  believed  were  the  fertile 
effusions  of  her  own  brain.    The  hand  of 
the  marquis  again  veiled  his  countenance^ 
and  he  remained  for  some  time  in  deep 
thought. — "  I  see  no  necessity  for  me  to 
remain  here,  signora,  when  you  can  ma- 
mige  so  well  without  me ;  my  prop»  sta- 
tion is  now  to  bask  in  the  sunbeam  of 
Rosa's  beauty,  and  win  her  love  from 
Henry.    Make  my  excuses,  lovely  signo- 
ra,  at  the  Grove ;  I  shall  set  off  instant- 
ly for  Scotland,  and  love  and  hope  be  the 
companions  of  my  way!    I  am  poor  in 
compliment,  but  rich  in  gratitude;  the 
agnora  da  Cortina  may  command,  at  all 
times,  the  best  services  of  George  Hea- 
therly,  though  language  is  denied  him  to 
express  the  feelings  of  his  heart,''  and  the 
marquis  pr^essed  the  beautifiol  hand  of  the 

si^ora 


314  ntlSH  NECROMANCER. 

signora  to  his  lips,  with  all  the  respect  due 
to  a  sovereign  princess. 

Completely  absorbed  in  his  own  reflec- 
tions, the  marquis  became  unconscious  of 
all  around  him,  as  he  proceeded  on  his 
way  to  Elmwood  Castle,  The  unpleasant 
reverie  of  his  lordship  was  disturbed  by  a 
gentleman  taking  hold  of  his  arm,  and  the 
next  moment  he  welcomed  the  return  of 
major  Packenham  to  England. — **  My 
dear  Packenham,  to  what  lucky  chance 
do  I  owe  the  happiness  of  meeting  you  in 
this  country,  when  I  believed  you  to  be 
in  India?" 

**  IB  health  occasioned  my  return— I 
was  ordered  home  to  my  native  air,  I 
have  been  in  England  only  six  weeks, 
and  ani  now  on  a  visit  in  this  neighbour- 
hood, and  was  proceeding  to  seek  you  at 
Elmwood  Castle.  How  did  your  noUe- 
minded. unde  receive  his  penitent  ?* 

**  Exactly  as  you  foretold — ^with  kind- 
ness, with  affection.    I  left  my  servant 

and 
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and  horses  at  the  inn,  and  walked,  sad  and 
solitary,  up  the  avenue  through  which  I 
used  to  dash,  confident  of  heart-cheering 
welcome;  my  unde  was  pacing  the  lawn, 
deep  in  thought,  with  a  countenance  as 
sad  and  heavy  as  his  footstep ;  Henry  was 
leaning  listlessly  against  a  tree,  carving  on 
the  bark  G.  H.  in  every  shape  and  form, 
sighing  heavily  as  he  finished  every  letter. 
Lord  Coldbrook  broke  the  heavy  silence 
— '  Henry,  we  must  go  and  seek  your 
cousin;  he  will  not,  I  fear,  seek  us;  he 
must  not  be  left  to  the  misery  of  his  own 
reflections,  or  suffered  to  lose  them  in  the 
vortex  of  dissipation.  I  have  been  cruelly 
harsh — unreasonably  severe ;  I  should  have 
recollected  his  high  spirit,  I  should  have 
remembered  it  was  his  first  &ult:  tny 
heart  bleeds  when  I  reflect  on  my  own 
bitterness — devoid  of  mercy  was  my  re- 
proof.'— ^  And  I  too  have  been  to  blame,^ 
cried  Fitzaubume;  '  I  should  have  re- 
spected his  feelings,  gent^  convinced  his 
noble  mi&d  of  error,  and  not  clandestinely 

rob 
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rob  him  of  the  power  of  beii^  just  to  the 
nobler  sentiments,  the  more  honourable 
feelings  of  his  heart  Let  us  seek  him, 
my  &ther,  and  that  instantly/ 

*'  I  advanced,  and  suddenly  stood  be- 
tween these  incomparable  relatives;  my 
hand  was  grasped  by  each  with  fond  a£feo- 
tion ;  the  brilliant  eyes  of  lord  €oldbrook 
sparkled  with  pleasure. — *  Welcome,  my 
mudi-loved  boy,  to  your  severe  but  pater- 
nal friend;  my  own  Henry  is  scarcely 
dearer  to  my  heart;'  while  Fitzaubume 
pressed  my  hand  upon  his  throbbing  heart, 
which  beat  to  bid  me  welcome. — *  The 
prodigal,'  said  I,  *  is  returned,  conscious 
of  his  errors ;  pardon  my  offences,  forgive 
my  fiiulty;  I  will  endeavour  to  sin  no 
mpre.'  . 

*'  Sweet  was  the  praise  which  flowed 
from  the  eloquent  lips*  of  lord  Coldbrook, 
as  he  portrayed  the  triumph  of  reason  and 
virtue  over  vice  and  folly.  I  blushed  be- 
neath the  burden  of  his  praise,  and  ho- 
nestly confessed  to  whose  friendship  I 

owed 


vmeii  vtj  |msen<i.wato«!|SQn  to  happiMaar 
*nrtlMl  ><»i  «fv/^r  l(»ft  sift  1»lli  I  (smeiitBA 
t0i5€!ftk  a.rewoaUiBtmn  with  tlK)iie  tiends^ 
I  had  BQj  deeply  oiifeiided;?^'  Whew  oc 
vh»  did  jou  meet  nutk  tUsi  moat  excel'* 
lent  yau9g  man  ?^-rI  neyer  he^rd  o£  hiii» 
tiiW-rr'  I  filed  up  th^  pauses' TiH  tiie 
serpent  jkhi:  £pstesed  im  your  bosom  w4m» 
iwdgr^te  stiug  you  to  dmtib^'-^*  CAi!  noi 
no  r  cried  Henry ;  *  you  would<  mot,  oould 
iWAtunre  tbeb?^  tp  it\|uve  me-^rsIV^rids 
muUbnQli  btib^  vcjii$tox9m  my  band  againflt 
yom  Mfe:.  mulDalifJkaye  been  okut  «?rors, 
mtitual  hfiTiOiur  fi>igi]v^nea&' 

^'l  toUi  my  unde  of  our  «Baidental  meet^ 
in^iiiiDeiroqsbinei  and  the  firm^attaobment 
vhicb  took  place  between  m ;  that  you« 
wene  bu|>  tm>>dayft  in  London,  wben  your 
YJut  tObOxJ^rd  provttd  yourfioiendahip  and- 
myi  own;  u&WMurthiness.  The  nexfc  ^ay  lord> 
ColdbnQok;S  trayelling/carri^go wasat the 
do«\f*9^My  two  boys^'  sai^  hia  brdahip, 
« aMut-astts^  their  &tfaer  to  prevail  on  thi& 
moibesQdteit  young  dKcer  to  ^pend^some^ 

VOL.  I.  L  time 


y^isus^  ojP  If  eatberly,  no  Vrng^r  «  viistka  to. 
hopMelesi  Ipye  fi>r  Rosabel  Mebrosa^  would 
be  happily  restored,  and  lord  and  lady  £1* 
lo^nou^re  are  perfectly  convinced  the  tank 
of  marchioness  is  more  eligible  for  their 
daughter  than  viscountess  by  oouFtesy. 
]^itzauburne  may  be  as  whiteheaded  as  a 
turpip  before  he  becomes  an  eaii'— 7^  I 
pray  Heaven/  cried  I  aloud,  '  that  both 
our  heads  may  he  white  as  Alpine  sBows, 
b^re  we  are  separated  from  our  guardian 
friend,  this  best  of  men,  his  father !'  and 
little^  flattering  were  tlie  epithets  I  be- 
s^OMired  in  great  abundance,  not  only  on 
1;h^  ^ignora,  bjut  on  her  dupe,  my  grui«- 
dam;  I  caved  on  till  my  breath  was  quite. 
ej(;bAU$tei]*  when,  changing  my  position^  i 
obs0iri(ed  Henry  and  Rosa  looking  at  me 
in  mutQ  worthier ;  armrlorArm  they  stood, 
i^moo^nt  of  evil,  and  beautiful  as  our  first 
parents  b^re  the  &11 ;  and  I  reflected  on 
the  signoxa,  as  ihB  serpent;  iseady  to  de- 
i^roy  theic  ^appiness.-^'  My^  dffx  Ilea* 

therly; 
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therly,'  cried  Fitzauburne,  *  what  has  ex- 
cited you  so  dreadfully  ?  I  never  saw  you 
in  such  a  r<^;e — ^never.' 

^  I  placed  the  horrid  letter  in  his  hand, 
and  as  he  read,  the  trembling  Rosabel 
clung  more  closely  to  his  side,  as  if  to  se- 
cure protection.  With  all  the  energy  of 
entreaty  I  urged  the  necessity  of  a  private 
marriage ;  but  the  filial  piefy  6f  both  re- 
volted at  the  idea.  My  patience  and  taiy 
eloquence  became  equally  exhauMed;  I 
snatched  up  a  Bible  which  lay  near  mb 
(for  this  heart-rending  scene  took  place  in 
the  library),  and  solemnly  swore  never  to 
take  food  or  rest  till  I  saw  them  matried^ 
Terrified  at  my  violence,  they  acceded  to 
niy  wishes,  as  Fitzaubume  acknowledged, 
to  preserve  me  from  insanity. 

**  Thus  having  secured  theiii  from  bein^ 
separated  by  any  earthly  power,  I  deters 
mined  to  iascertain  oh  what  pretext  my 
ideal  love  for  Rosabel  was  forme<l  I  left 
Scotland  the  next  morning,  and  proceeded 
to  the  Grove.   Wheh  I  enteirM  the  draw^ 

L  8  ing-room^ 
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ing  rooiHi  I  saw  the  signora  da  Cortiiia, 
the  well-known  mistress  of  sir  Charles 
Selwyn,  seated  on  the  same  so£i  with  the 
heretofore  essence  of  prudeiy^  lady  EUes- 
mere,  in  deep  conversation.  My  steady 
gaze  suffused  the  cheeks  of  her  ladyship 
with  crimson  blushes,  every  moment  ii>- 
dteased  her  confusion^and  at  length  ohliged 
her  to  leave  the  room. 

"  I  seemed  not  to  perceive  the  distress 
or  confusion  my  unexpected  appearance 
had  occasioned,  but  took  the  vacant  seat 
— *  Lovely  signora,  you  have  read  my 
heart ;  but  how  or  when.  Is  an  enigma  I 
must  entreat  to  be  explained.— I  thought 
my  love,  my  ardent  love  for  Rosabel,  con- 
fined solely  to  my  own  bosom ;  but  frona 
this  precious  letter  I  have  gathared  the 
blissful  hope  that  this  my  ardent  love  may 
not  be  always  hopeless :  realize  this  vision 
of  love  and  hope,  and  bind  me  your  slave 
ibr  ever: 

**  I  pressed  the  beautiful  hand  of  the 
signora  to  my  lips  with  less  respect  thaa 

gallantry, 
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gallanlsry,  yet  her  polished  brow  remained 
unruffled  by  displeasure,  and  the  witching 
smile  of  allurement  rested  on  her  ruby 
lip.  The  signora  fixed  her  dark  penetrat- 
ing eyes  on  my  countenance,  but  I  was 
prepared  for  the  scrutiny — Lavater  him- 
self could  not  read  my  thoughts. — *  That 
letter,'  said  the  soft-toned  siren,  *  produc- 
tive of  so  much  happiness  to  your  lord- 
ship, has  caused  the  deepest  mental  an- 
guish to  your  idolizing  grandmother,  my 
most  honoured  friend,  who,  by  a  fortunate 
negligence,  I  will  now  call  it,  gave  to 
your  l<Nrdship*s  hand  what  never  was  in- 
tended for  your  lordsbip*s  perusaL  Your 
high-souled  honour,  your  steady  friendr 

ship  for  the  lord  Fitzaubume * 

'*  I  hastily  stopped  the  fast-flowing  cur- 
rent of  eloquent  deception,  well  calculated 
no  doubt  to  make  the  worse  appear  the 
better  reason.—-^  It  is  generally  believed^ 
signora,  that  Fitzaubume  and  I  are  bound 
in  the  fondest  ties  of  fraternal  affection  for 
^ch  other;  but  mutual  dislike  is  the  soft- 

L  4  est 


tnents;  km  tUMbuent  "of  me  ftt  toH^  I 
cttn  T)ev«ir  fergei^^lliA  be  is  any  siiix^ettAil 
mal  in  bve  I  ca^  neirar  ^dif^gtve^" — '  |if 
ymir  lGferdfth]|i  iidtl  ircmni?  tny  hu»lite  Mi^ 
lage  with  j^oih*  preacBce  to^imotnmv  "we 
Mil  CDuvctM  t>n  thb  tadb^tot  Hnext  ymxr 
iMcfrt  w%b  greatiBr  ir^edctn  tand  le^s  dM- 
^er  of  inteimptMft.'*^'  Wili  you  promise 
4»  sdlFe  the  ^gtem^  sgfiora  ?'  end  1  ld«sd^ 
withoDit  aStiiucB,  her  tonsteroQS  ohep^it^^^ 
How  ^fiEHckmtiQg  waa  Ite  ite^  vrhidivis 
compaDied  tlie  \mrdsr«^^  Tour  farchhi^ 
may  aramiaiid  tiM&  best  aeri^ieet  of  Boge^ 
nia  da  Gnirm^  tlie  UHiohJumocned  fiMQd 
•of  the  mand^i^ts  of  Headierlf^' 

'*  Grandfiaaaoiiica  aow  eatered^tvith  lord 
^md  lady  £lli!Stnere*  ^  A41^  wiell,^  \>(^a&  le- 
gibly wrkten  oa  Uie  oouHtenaiitHe  of  the 
ItaUan ;  of  coarse  I  ix^as  welcoatied  and  w- 
wssed  by  the  whole  party.  Through  thfe 
day  I  h^avied  with  that  chai^fal  kind 
of  obaiadber  idikh  a  man  dtsplayt  who 
liopes^  .yet  dretids^  what  tOhinottow  may 

brii>g 
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bring  fcurfii;  we  all  play^  oiit  jfarts  to 
perffectidfl,  etery  one  belkviftg  tK^nisfelvei 
the  best  deceiver. 

«  TBis  morning  I  went  td  ««?  (S){tage 
of  the  %ndra  M  Ccfrtinft,  ^|(**t-  costly 
ipl§hderir  was  c6mfcified  ^ith;  Stiiditld  sirfi- 
t>Hc1ty.  Tbfe  signora  was  rtfcliniWg  6n  d 
Gfedon  fofe;  looking  almosi  ^  ^oiin^  afnd 
W^y  ft^  hbt  pupil ;  the  air  w^  ^eHume  J 
^th  the  iilost  odoriferous  ffcrivfers  pidc^rf 
iii  rich  china  vaseS,  and  affl  tTie  ivitchery 
6f  alloretoent  breacfhed  around  ihis  Faphi* 
an  qufeen,  whom  I  thought  it  unnecessary 
to  addi^s^  lis  a  Vh'ghi  of  thd  ^n ;  but  Bi-' 
ana  of  the  E^ihcSan*  wa^  k  hy  nfrpfc  of  Cir- 
csskik  todipiT^  tO  thitf  icicle  of  chastity. 
After  iorae  good  Hcthig  oft  both  sides,  1 
got  the  irtieTligehce  I  wanted." 

TRe  niafrquis  then  repeated  his  conver- 
sation witft  the  £^ora,  and  l3ie  major 
igresS  vtiih  his  frtend  thaf  lord  Fitzau^- 
biime  teg»  fllie  real  object  of  all  this  ma- 
mmahg.'^**  Yet  why  should  lord  Elfes- 
Itttie  piir«  witlr  the  Grove?— his  lordship' 

L  &  is 
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is  too  wealthy  to  make  it  an  act  of  neces^ 
sity ;  he  might  have  denied  the  gift^  with- 
out adding  insult  to  injury." 

The  burning  blushes  of  the  marquis 
grew  deeper  every  moment ;  his  voice  was 
low  and  huHKd. — "  Lord  Ellesmere  is 
enamoured  of  the  duchess;  the  poisoned 
cup  of  Circe  has  transformed  his  nature ; 
the  loss  of  virtue  and  of  honoup  is  repaid 
by  the  harlot  smile  of  this  worthy  pupil 
of  Da  Cortina;  and  the  attfiiL  wanton 
hopes  to  secure  the  hand  of  Henry^  who 
is  unconscious  of  the  unhallowed  love  she 
bears  him.    I  have  watched  the  changeful 
colour  of,  her  cheek  at  his  approach,  and 
the  next  moment  saw  her  accept  the  de- 
voted attentions,  of  his  unde.  The  instant 
I  read  that  vile  letter,  the  whole  truth 
rushed  on  my  mind  at  once»  and  the  open 
dislike  evinced  by  lord  Coldbrodk  for  this 
siren  has  stimulated  her  endeavours  to 
make  him  wretched.  Thank  Heaven !  no 
human  power  can  now  divide  the  wedded 
lovers.    At  eighteen,  Rosabel  is  mistress 

of 
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of  her  hand  and  fortune ;  till  then,  should 
ecmoealnient  be  neoessaiy,  as  the  lover  ac- 
cepted by  her  father,  I  will  guard  the  wife 
of  Henry  with  a  brother's  care. 

''  I  c^nly  acknowledged  my  Jimcied 
love  for  Rosabel,  to  foil  the  machination: 
of  that  infamous  ugnora,  who  might  spirit 
hither  some  Italian  duke  or  marquis,  and 
the  gentle  girl  be  persecuted  by  their  merv* 
eenary  addresseSr  But  who  shall  dare  to 
persecute,  and  I  her  guardian  friend  P-« 
Her  in&tuated  father  I  consider  as  a  plas<^ 
tic  automatcm  in  the  hands  of  these  Cir* 
tean  harpies,  under  whose  guidance  faith, 
virtue,  and  honour,  have  ^ed  from  him 
fox  ever.  How  degrading  is  vice  f.  hovr 
dreadfid  the  empire  of  unbridled  passion 
over  the  hmuan  heart ! — step/  by  step  it 
leads  ta  the  fathomless,  abyss^  of  ruin^ 

**  Have  I  not  reason^  to  .bless  the  whole* 
some  severity  of  my  guardian  friend,  wha 
eroshed  at  once  the  blossoms  of  evil  in  my 
heart,  never,,  oh !:  never  to  return  ?  It  was- 
Boy  intention,,  before  we  met,  to  proceed 

L  d  directly 
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directly  to  Wales^  md  inform  toy  undfe  of 
every  drcumrtance,  except  t)^  marriagi^ 
of  Fitzaubume,  who  severely  dreadi  tbe 
displeasure  of  his  father,  hurried  as  he  w« 
into  this  union  by  the  actual  frenzy  whidit 
possessed  me ;  but  he  wishes  to  leave  the 
actions  of  lord  Coldbrook  unfettered^  and 
would  prefer  waiting  till  lady  Bosaibel  Is 
of  age,  if  the  disclosure  could  wound  the 
peace  of  his  father,  before  time  amelicH^tes 
the  Indignant  feelingis  of  his  heart,  at  the 
worthless  and  dishoiouraUe  conduct  cf 
lord  £Uesmere.* 

*^  Oh !  go,  my  dear  marquis--^  £rect* 
)y  to  youc  undte ;  every  moment  of  d^y 
IS  dangerous.  Perhaps  hh  Iwdiihip  may 
arrive  here  in  time  to  prevent  lord  Biles- 
mere  from  sealing  his  own  dishonour  for 
ever.  I  will  remain  in  the  neighbourhood 
till  your  return.  Your  lordship  haa  only 
to  command  my  services  to  secure  them.^ 

The  hatchment  over  the  door  of  Lewt^ 
lyn  Castle  tokk  the  work  o[  death  wat 
ov^.— ''  At  what  an.  hour,"  tiMmght  ^ 

agitated 
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agitated  youti^  man,  *"  am  I  beM,  to  add 
affliction  to  aortow  T 

'  *  The  cx)loiirk98  cheek,  th^  heavy  eye  of 
lord  Coldbrook,  told  iA»e  mental  mkery  he 
endured ;  and  the  m^neholy  smile  which 
bid  him  welcome,  agonized  the  feellng^ 
heart  of  hia  young  relative. 

**  My  Henry,**  said  the  earl,  ••  is  how 
nearly  as  rich  a  man  as  his  firther ;  he  i% 
the  hehr  of  my  lamented  uncle,  who  did 
not  forget  his  favourite  George  Heatherly : 
he  has  left  you  twenty  thousand  pounds, 
which,  with  the  savings  of  ten  years'  mu 
nority,  wiB  leave  your  estate  free  ftom  all 
eneambranee.  I  hope  the 'lamentations 
of  the  marchioness  will  now  cease,  and 
ftat  Fifztobume  will  no  longer  be  en- 
tied,  for  your  sake,,  his  long -promised 
hnder 

The  feeKngv  of  the  marquis^  were  now 
agony  beyond  endura*iee.— ^"  Oh,  my 
utidte!  to  yoor  pttteraat  care  I  owe  thtf 
pteservatioi)  of  my  ftnrtune  and  my  prm- 
eipies;  \mt  for  you,  all  had  been  k)st.  Yet 

I  come 
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I  oome  here  to "*    The  feelings  of  the 

marquis  overpowered'  his  manly  piide,  alo 
ready  subdued  by  agitation  and  want  of 
rest^  and  leaning  on  the  i^oulder  of  his 
uncle,  he  burst  into  tears.. 

^  Merciful  Heaven !  what  has  happen^ 
ed  ?  Is  Rosabel,  is  Henry  dead  ?  Some* 
thing  dreadftil  must  have  occasioned  this 
womanish  weakness,  never  before  witness- 
ed in  ike  strong-nerved,  stout-hearted  Hea^ 
therly. 

"  Thank  Heaven  it  is  no  worse,"  said 
the  earU  as  he  heard  the  communication^ 
made  by  his  nephew;  **  I. must  only  re- 
main content  with  jthe  park,  which  your 
grandmother  has  so  often,  told  me  was 
sufficiently  larg^  for  fifteen  earls  of  Elles* 
mere.  If  I  do  not  survive  the  present 
earl,  Henry  I  know  will  fulfil  the  wishes 
of  his  great-grandfather — the  promise 
made  him  by  me..  My  poor  boy  must 
wait  another  year  to  claim  his  bride,  hap- 
py she  is  guarded  by  the  soul  of  honour 
in  his  cousin..    I  will  write  to  loid  Elles^ 

mer^. 


HIISH  K£eROMANC£R.  £31 

mere,  with  little  hope  indeed  of  success^ 
fen-  the  crafty  Itafian  would  never  have 
revealed  the  secret,  if  the  writings  were 
not  already  signed.  But  she  shall  know 
that  the  Either  of  Henry  will  not  bartes 
the  happiness  of  his  child  for  any  self** 
gratification.  Without  seem^g  to  doubt 
his  honour,.  I  will  inform  the  earl  of  the 
large  heirship  of  Fitzaubunie,  and  the  last 
request  of  Mr.  Lewellyn,  that  his  marmge 
might  not  be  delayed;  I  will  leave  him 
no  pretext  to  break  off  this  union.  Marw 
quis  of  Somerton  was:  a  very  ancient  title 
in  my  mother's  family;  it  would  have, 
been  confirmed  to  my  unde,  had.  he  lived ; 
and  I  make  no.  doubt  I  shall  readily  obtain^ 
it  for  Henry,  as  his>  immediate  heir. 

•^  To  leave  Lewellyn  Castle  before  the 
benevolent  owner  is  removed  for  ever  frem- 
its  walls,  Heatherly,  it  cannot  be;  if  lord* 
EUesmere  will  act  with  dishonour,  I  will 
Dot  with  ingratitude;  my  writing  will 
more  effectually  serve  our  purpose,,  for  I 
will  be  so-  guarded  diat  the  moat  fastidi* 

ous 
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OU9  ^ttinot  make  a  pretext  for  &ith  jttid 
hotioair  to  be  broken.  Yet  I  am  tvell  cott^ 
viiioed  thbt  Henrj  must  Wdt  tjll  Rosabel 
ki  mistresa  of  her  own  actions ;  to  He&vefl 
and  yoili'  guardkn  eate  he  musfi  till  tbett 
resign  h^n 

"  FrtHiceS  of  Dttnbdiie,  ioonei*  thAti  FHz^ 
ftuburtie  sfaduld  be  your  \i<^6dded  k>rd,  t 
would  f(Ad  the  shroud  oteif  bis  fktiltles^ 
form,  arid  follow  hinl  to  the  giiave,  re-^ 
joiclng  that  he  had  escaped  the  contami^ 
nation  of  your  embrace-^that  be  was  t^ 
stored,  spotless  as  infancy^  to  the  bosom 
of  his  Creator. 

**  I  sent  by  express  for  Heiiry,  wheifr 
those  benevolent  eyes  werte  dosed  for  ever, 
which  bad  so  often  rested  G*i  bis  youthful 
face  with  patenfM^l  pride  aftd  ejJEbltaftion ;. 
ttiy  p<5€*r  boy  iieturaed  twici?  to^  say  fere* 
wril,  before  he  obeyed  tbef  gentle,  thoughf 
£nn  command  of  hk  uJK^le,  t6  meet  iAs^ 
bride  iti  Seotlatnd ;  he^  WiE  «6^  fefurn  t<>^ 
see  hiiK  in  his  cofBn." 

1"  he  morning;  afteir  the  funerti)  of  Mr. 

Lewellyn^ 
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Le^efiyl^  the  expected  fett*  eaklie  ftoiti 
JQid  EUetaiere;  it  was  cold,  ftvii,  deter- 
mined, atid)  withoot  any  asfligned  cause, 
Snoly  ff^ected  ihe  aHianoe  ^  lord  Fitsw 
aiibifriie  for  kii  dan^ter,  and  ended  with 
the  commonplace  civility  of  a  carnal  ao^ 

''  Praphetifc  were  my Ifeelii^s;  I^Vadcdd 
M^p^""  «aid  tdrd  €oklbro6k|  *"  the  seiV 
fent;  bsA  ^iM^vGpA  Milr  fnmdite'of  ^tvisets^ 
and  diisev^ed  our  Gfm  cmsput  of  family 
affeetida.  J&fnted  EltefllDaKf  dIh  why 
bave  you  forced  me  to  pity,  to  i^ki^sie 
ybu?** 

The  same  pG»t  brought  a  latttr  itma 
teqor  Fbekenkam^  the  mai^s  ^l^aeed 
faart%  ovw,  tiral  gbTe  it  to  li>td  ^i^ 
liiodc««^'M  most  gb  to  Scotiiai&d^^  Mid  th6 
^3Kiiii|iinJeft  the  footn,  to  |^ve  the  nasM- 
^  iMlders  for  hit  departurl^i  The  tetb» 
meirtSoned  IdtA  XlUesm^re  Ml^d  his  Ura^ily 
W^  to  kave  Cumb^lhnd  thtf  lUloWing 
moming^  ;Mid  witii  them  the  dui^si  if£ 
DUubane  and  signbta  ^  Coftiaa.^''  Tb^ 

destination 
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destination  I  did  not  hear ;  but  where  they 
go  I  follow,  till  it  is  ascertained,  or  your 
presence  makes  my  services  no  longer  ne- 
cessary. Lord  Ellesmere  no  donbt  will 
expect  to  meet  your  lordship  at  Elgin 
Castle.** 

^'  This  young  man,''  said  lord  Coldbrookr 
^  stranger  as  be  is,  seems  to  be  our  pro- 
tecting angeL  Henry  Percival  Packers 
ham  i**  continued  the  earl— •'*  he  bears  our 
family  name,  and  yet  I  never  heard  of  any 
intermarriage  between  a  Percival  and  a 
Packenham." 

'^  What  is  stiU  more  extraordinary,,  he 
bears  a  strong  jresembl^ce  to  us  botk 
The  first  time  I  saw  him,  I  was  too  much 
agitated  to  remark  whether  his  complexion 
was  black  or  brown ;  I  thought  his  man- 
ners gentlemanly,  and  he  seemed  more  ii>- 
dined  to  sootb  than  irritate.  But  the  next 
mornings  when  he  walked  towards  me 
with  Heatherly^  I  thought  at  first  sight  it 
was  you,  hid  person  was  so  exactly  similar; 

complexion  and  his  hair  are  daikei; 

but 
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but  li€^  might  pass  any  >vhere  for  your 
brother:  in  speaking,  I  heard  my  own 
voice  echoed ;  his  sentiments  too  were  the 
same,  softened  indeed  in  the  expression, 
as  he  endeavoured  to  ccHivinee  his  juvenile 
friend  of  error,  himself  as  youthful  in  ap. 
pearance.** 

**  My  dear  Heatherly,"  smd  the  earl,  £» 
he  pressed  the  hand  of  his  nephew  at  part^ 
ing,  "  bear  our  most  grateful  aeknowled^ 
ments  to  your  excellent  friend;  entreat 
him  to  give  us  the  consolation  of  his  so* 
ciety  here  at  Lewellyn  Castle — ^to  EhxK 
wood  I  return  no  more  till  Henry  is  the^ 
husband  of  Rosabel.** 

Kemorsc  douded  the  brow  and  filled 
the  bosom  of  lord  EUesmere  with  disquie^ 
tude  as  he  entered  the  cottage  of  signora 
da  Cortina;  but  the  smiles,  the  caresses  of 
the  beautiful  Frances,  chased  far  away 
every  throb  of  honour  which  still  lingered 
at  his  heart.  As  the  fair  widow  read  the 
letter  of  lord  Coldbrook,  her  feelings  were 
dmost  too  mighty  for  concealment ;  Fitz- 

auburnet, 
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auburn^,  richly  independent,  high  ih  rank, 
her  wedd^  lord,  was  the  imiigeiy  ttrhich 
glowed  with  vivid  brightness  on  her  &ncy ; 
pomp,  power,  and  greatness,  followed  ih 
all  this  train  of  happiness  siipreme--^— '*  Be 
istill,  my  heart,**  thought  the  sdA>^yed  si- 
ren, as  she  mildly  remarked  the  tank  xi[ 
lord  Heafberly  was  already  secure — his 
fortuM,  now  fi«e  ftom  eneuihlH-ance,  great- 
ly superior  to  that  of  lord  Fitzauburne, 
Whose  inci^ased  rank  might  only  decc^te 
the  &tacy  of  his  ftith^n-^''  But  is  it  really 
ybu^  i»tenll<Mi,  toy  lord,  to  go  to  Ireland, 
U  kdy  £ll«sfn^i«  mentioned  td  tne  thi6 
morning?" 

>•  My  coBMni  lord  6lenfierd,  goes  tliere 
in  A  fevf  dilyA  ^s  loid-lieutenaht,  and  is 
fihxious  we  should  bear,  hi'm  company,  t 
liiave  coiiseftted,  provided  it  meets  the  ap- 
^irobatioh  of  the  ladies;  from  you,  my 
feweet  Frances,  1  caflhot  part.  My  Louisa 
has  (!blisetlted  to  receive  the  signora  as 
her  guest  while  ive  remain  ih  Ireland.** 

''  Win  lady  Ellesmere^will  she  really 

and 


and  indeed  ?^  cdid  the  exukiiig  Fnnoes. 
^'  Ob,  my  dear^  dear  hxd !  how  did  yoa 
prevaU?^ 

'<  Partly  to  gratify  the  wibhe*  oS  the 
marehionesfl^  partly  by  a  lar^  presents  the 
sdkged  purehase-money  of  .the  Grovip,  the 
oountess  was  induced  to  grant  pur  united' 
request  Goiqg  to  Iisehind  will  efiRN^ually^ 
separate  Henry  and  Rosabel^  and*  I  have 
no  doubt  she  will  return,  in  a  few  naonths^ 
marohiqqess  of  Qeatherly.  Intheaivange- 
ments^fiw  the  fbrnaer  union  <^  Ros^l  I 
was  sQfurcely  consulted;  my  fiithepand  lord 
Coldbrook  bad  every  thing  theirown  way. 
The  marquis*  was^  always  my  decided  &- 
vowite^  independent  of  his  rank,  whichi 
k  no  fea'ther  in  the  scale  of  wwMiy  esti* 
ttatiofi.  Lady  Ettesmere  and  the  marQhio- 
ness  ^te  ^  wretched  at  the  idea  of  my< 
meeting  with  k^  ColdbM>ok  (which  cer- 
taUy.  I  da  not  wish  at  present),  that  I 
have  consented  to  leave  Cumb^iland  in  a> 
few  days;  and  while  yoa  remahi^  with  the 

marchioness 
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diariiable  visit  to  lord  Coldbrook,  you  can 
tell  him  our  destinaticm ;  it  is  useless  for* 
me  to  write  till  we  are  landed  in  this  island; 
of  bogs  and  bears."  >    ' 

Major  Paekenham  guned  daily  on  the 
affection  of  lord  Coldbrook  and  his  son ; 
lord  Fitzttubume  could  speak  to'hiin  with- ' 
out  r^erve  of  his  wedded  Rosabelf.^soid 
anticipate  the  happy  hour  when  'c3ni^-' 
ment  would  be  no  longer  necessary  Vwhije- 
lord  Coldbrook  was  determined  to  believe 
there  was  a  relationship,  which  he  vainly 
endeavoured  to  trace. — **  I  never  rightly 
heard,  major,"  said  the  earl,  ^fter  musing 
a  long  time  on  this  subject  one '  morning,  ^ 
'^  how  your  acquidntance  with  Heatherly- 
commenced. .  You  first  inet  someiicher^  I 
believe,  in: Devonshire?"  :  "     *  w  i 

**Itwas,  my  lord;  the. estate  I  i 
firom  my  &tber  is  isituated  intDevonshire/' 
About «  year  ago,  I  was  walkihg  on  a:part( 
of  the  demesne,*  divided  only'bycaUowi 
hedge  from  a  brii^B^oad'  seldom  >fcei|irej^t* 
ed;  a  gentleman  bounded^lightly  over  the 

.    fence, 
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fences  glowing  wHh  hedth  and  animation 
.—it  w&^^tfae  marquis  of  Heatherly.— '  Hd» 
.myt  dear  fidlow,'  kdzing  .both  my  banott 
.  which  be'  abode  with  great  cordiality,  '  I 
nerer  was  more  delighted  to  see  you  in 
my' life.  I  To  please  your  good  papa,  I 
came  here  to  visit  my  aunt  Chedwy n ;  to 
please  mysdf,  I  will  go  home  to-morrow. 
She  is  as  bitter  as  gall  and  wormwood—* 
as  soar  as  vin^ar  and  veijuice,  surround- 
ed by  a  parcel  of  hypocritical  harridans 
and  grim^visaged  Methodist  preachers.  So 
off  we  go  to-mqrrow,  Hal — that's  poz. — 
What  the  deuce  ails  you,  Harry  ?'  conti- 
inoed'bis  lordship,  *  Do  I  look  like  a 
i^imt?  Why  don't  you  speak?' — ^I  now 
lamented  I  had  not  the  honour  <^  his  ac- 
quaintance.-^' My  lord  Fitzaubume,'  said 
the  marquis,  '  if  you  don't  choose  to  tt* 
ecAect  me,  becaiise  I  wont  remain  among 
a  canting,  hypocritical,  Methodistical  set, 
that  I  desf^se,  I  can*t  help  it ;  but  I  wont 
itay  here, -^  no,  not  even  to  please  your  &- 
tter,'my  lord  Fitzaubume;*.  and  the  mar- 
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qms  made  a  very  low  bow.*-^!  toc^  off 
my  hat,  and  bowed  in  return.-^'  What 
ihncy  took  yoo/  etied  he,  ninnii^  his  fin- 
^rs  rapidly  throi^h  my  iair,  *  to  ^ear  a 
black  wig  ?' 

**  AetoniAmeBt  and  cbnfusion  were  the 
mingled  exp^eMsion  of  his  lordship's  ^cottB- 
tenance,  as  he  fixed  his  brilliant  eyes  on 
my  &ce,*^*  I  may  be  mistaken/  and  the 
marquis  looked  really  bewildered*^^'  I  beg 
your  pardon,  «ir/  continued  -lie,  46ep}y 
blushing,  *  I  took  you  for  my  cousin,  lord 
.  Fit^auburtie.  I  am  the  marquis  of  Hea- 
therly;  will  you  bave  the  goodness  to 
pardon  my  eurio^ty,  and  tell  me  who  you 
really  are  ?'  Some  complimentary  speedtes 
passed  on  both  sides,  and  I  prevailed  oh 
tlie  marquis  to  spend  a  fortnight  with  me 
at  Padcenham  Hall." 

**  Have  you  any  relations  in  that  past 
of  the  country — I  mean  DeyooShirer 
asked  lerd  Coldbrck>k. 

"  No,  my  lord.;  nor  any  where  else,  ttat 

i  know  of.    In  Emerton  dhufohyird  ma)r 

be 
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be  seen  the  tomb  of  Horace  and  Lydia 
Pik^enham;  I  was  their  onty  sarviTing 
child,  and  lost  both  my  parents  before  I 
was  ten  years  old.  I  inherit  a  dear  estate 
of  three  thousand  pounds  a-year.  An  old, 
dergyman  in  the  neighbourhood  was  my  / 
guardian,  iifho  either  could  not  or  would  ' 
not  tell  to  what  family  I  belonged.'' 

A  few  minutes  after,  the  major  drew 
out  his  handkerchief,  and  a  letter  jfell  to 
the  ground,  directed  to  lord  ColdlH*ook,«-« 
^.  This  is  for  me,**  said  his  lordship,  as  he 
took  it  up.'     * 

'  **  On  toy  honour,  and  on  my  soul,"  cried 
the  major,  his  face  crimsoned  with  confu* 
lion,  **  I  know  not  how  it  came  there,  or 
who  it  is  from.** 

Lord  Coldbrook  smiled  good-humour^ 
edly  at  bis  *  earnest  anxiety,  and  said  the 
letter  vould  speak  for  itself. 
•  "  My  lord  Coldbrook;'  it  begani^  '*  you 
sre  very  anxious  to  know  who  Percy  Pac* 
k^ham  reslly  is.  To  spare  year  eonjee* 
tares,  be  is  heir  to  an  earldow— your  lord-- 
\  •  MS  ship's^ 
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ship's  near  rdatioD ;  seek  no  ftirlher,dOr  hf 
shtH  be  removed  fiur  &€m  yott»  till  be  is 
pubHcly  acknowl^i^ed  by  hisr  family;"    . 

''  Very  conoise  and  very  dictatorial^?'  S8i4 
his  lordship ;  "  but,  my  dear  young  frnid» 
I  will  subscribe  to  any  terms  tbttt  can  ser 
cure  ine  so  valued  a  relative.  ,  Have  you 
any  suspicion  who  the  wrk»  ipeaUy  is  ?" 

''  Not  in  the  least,  though  my  ccHi^nt 
correspondent  for  more  than  twelve  yefin^ 
The  letters,  which  are  placed  eitha*  on  aay 
pHlow  or  in  my  pocket,  by  what  means  I 
know  not,  are  sometimes  flattera^,  fre« 
quently  abusive,  bat  the  hmid  of  afieetion 
is  legible  in  every  line ;  and  the  next  day 
they  vanish,  despite  my  most  an:8:iou6  eare« 
with  the  same  secrecy  I  receive  tl^m.  0» 
tfee  death  of  my  parents,  I  was  fient  to 
Scotland  for  education,  and  atsefventoea 
I  left  the  college  of  Edinburgh,  hy  com-, 
maud  of  my  invisible  guardian,  and  en- 
tered a  dragoon  regiment  quartered  in  tfae 
neighbourhood.  My  promctiott  was  rapid; 
at  twenty-one  I  was  a  migor^  but  wb^hec 

by 
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by  iabateAm:pmaBhBBk  I  om^eqiialiy  igoo* 

fai^>— I  IMS  oittfiRd  to'ttftake  no  inquiries. 

Two  years  ago  I  hiil*a.8eVere  fit  of  iUnesi^ 

^nd  xtnaqned  deir»u3  idt  wirend  days ; 

tvben  I  awtdke  to  rea^Mtion,  I  heaid  thi 

faeai^  Mb  df  angiiijrivi^''  Oh,  doctor !  tnuM 

I  lose  hifti  ?'  s^  a  vcAee,  eirfdently  tiiM 

of  a  genkfeman^-^*  must'Lloaemy  boy^  the 

fjiide  cff  my  tfxisl€iice?V-.*^My'l(M!d,  my 

lotd/  eried  the  iiDpatkmt  physician,  ^  if 

you'awake  him  frcmr  tins  ciitiGal  slumberi 

he  may  be  tiM»i«»fr0w  in  Iins  coffin.    Re-^ 

meiDal)^  ydtir  sacred:  ^ramise  to  his  great- 

grandftther ;  yott  Cftttidt  acknowledge  y oin^ 

nephew  till  he.  is  twenty-tfiree.    1  expect^ 

^d  not  this  womanish  willing  from  youi^ 

lordship/ — *  Oh,  Sotottion  the  wiser  h« 

relied,  with '  great*  inlteitiess-^*  mail-clad 

heart  of  phikxsopby ! .  yim  haTe  lia  idoii2ed 

boy  to  lose,  to  prove  tile  power  of  nature 

ever  the  dogmas  of  ptddosophid  art:;'  and 

as  he  hft  tbeirQcmi,  his.faAn^t  seemed  barstt 

ing  iritfa  agbiiy"    .    '         .  .... 

**  Though:  it  Is  a;«}f bicMni  s(d)ject;'  «ud 

lord 
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lord  Coldhrook^  '^  fat  onoe  I  wili  hazard  a 
eonjeoture  :^-Yoor  servants  are  deep  in 
this  friendly  plot  i^pdnst  you*** 

^  That,  my  lord,  is  qliite  imposs&le ;  I 
have  but  oqe.;  since  the. sickbed  scene  I 
lunjDuch  more  amenable,  and 'gave  up 
everyidea  of  kee[4ng  any  kind  of  caniige 
iSXi  I  am  three^and-twenty.  This  man  car« 
rtedm^'whenan  infant,  in  hia  arms;  he 
is  thejRiost  attached  of  human  beings,  and 
has  nether  the  I'^ish.or  the  ability  to  de- 
ceive me.  An  orphan  boy,  reared  by  my 
father— -Irish,  I  suppose,  from  his  name 
O'Dowd — has  been  my  companion  fiQfQ 
infancy  |o  manhood ;  we  were  clothed  and 
educated  with  equal  cajre,  and  I  have  every 
reason  to  believe  we  are,  nearly  allied  by. 
blood ;  but  tlie  difference  m  our  rank  was 
SO  firmly  implahtediri  his  youthfuLmiAd 
by  my  father's  steward,  that  I  have  nevlr 
been  able  to  fotroe  or  aSare  him  into  equa- 
lity:  he  is  modest  as;  brave,  higlMpirited 
as  humble;  his  simplidty  untiQctnred  hf 
lolly;. Ms'Jnn^e-hMrtddness  I  neyeiLyet 
I  ^  saw 


SAW  ^eqaailed^  and  his  belief  ia  supernatu- 
ral ^igency  is  as  firm  as  his  £uth  in  holy 
writ.  On  this  young  man,  for  whom  I 
feel  the  fond  afiection  of  an  only  brother, 
ray  errors,  my  every  act  of  disobedience 
to  the  despotic  will  of  my  secret  guardian, 
are  revenged  with  all  the  promptness  of 
magic  power ;  my  poor  O'Dowd  is  exiled, 
because  I  would  make  this  visit  to  your 
lordship.  The  morning  before  I  left  Rich- 
mond, a  note  was  placed  on  my  pillow ;  it 
was  more  than  uoiaMy  sbcnive,  and  men- 
tioned one  tormenting  puppy  was  quite 
sufficient  at  a  time  to  obtrude  upon  lord 
Coldbrook — Mr.  O'Dowd  should  visit  a 
very  different  kind  of  castle.  This  was  no 
idle  threat ;  I  hastily  arose,  but  O'Dowd 
was  no  where  to  be  found.  I  have  never 
seen  him  since.'' 

**  Is  your  guardian,  the  old  clergyman, 
still  alive  ?" 

'*  No,  my  lord ;  he  died  last  spring,  and 
with  him  every  hope  of  ascertaining  to 

whst 
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what  &mily  I  belong,  till  my  secret  and 
tyrannic  guardian  thinks  proper  to  reveal 
iV  '  :  '  '    '    ^    • 
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CHAPTER  I. 

The  Land  ff  Bogs  jmd .Boars. 

vJn  a  fine  Sefytembfr  mommgj'tkte'mgnil 
yadit  ettlered  ithe  Bbj  of  I)abli&,  9riiiAh 
scarcely  y  ifilflsf  pt eMeiniiMfiee  in  'brnttty^ttofl 
m^^ifieenoe^te  tke  fartfamed  Bay  df  Na^ 
l^es.    Tke  distkiction  m\^  wlneh  his  cou- 
sin, lord  Glenfield,  was  received  as  iford 
lieotenant  of  Ireland,  flattered  tiie  «iiibi 
tioQs  pride  df  lord  EUesmere ;  and  ^vjih 
sctf-gratnlatioii  he  entered  the  ^ house' in 
Merion-square  prepared  for  his  fecq^timi. 
s^  jfiietmaxquilb  assisted  lady  RosaMl^'to 
yKL.VL  B  ^k%bt. 
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alight,  a  card  was  placed  in  his  hand  by  a 
footman  in  handsome  livery.  On  the  card 
was  written — "  Secure  the  apartments 
immediately  over  the  state  drawing-room 
for  lady  Rosabel ;  her  ladyship  has  pow- 
erful friends  in  this  country,  possessed 
of  the  ability  and  inclination  to  serve  her. 
Marquis  of  Heatherly,  this  whole  nation 
is  not  composed  of  bogs  and  bears." 

"  Have  you  any  commands  for  me,  my 
lord  ?"  said  the  man,  bowing.  "  My  mas- 
ter, Mr.  Hammersley,  left  me  in  charge  of 
the  house  before  he  went  to  England,  and 
his  unde,  colonel  O'Brien,  desired  I  should 
see  that  every  thing  met  the  approbation 
of  lord  Ellesmere  and  his  family." 

"  Without  giving  too  much  trouble, 
could  I  see  the  apartments  mentioned 
in  this  card  ?" 

"  Oh !  certainly,  to  be  sure,  my  lord," 

replied  the  man,  with  evident  delight,  **  if 

your  lordship  will  have  the  condescension 

to  walk  up  stairs." 

.  On  the  itecond  floor  he  stopped,  and 

taking 
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taking  a  key  from  his  bosom,  ushered  the 
marquis  into  a  suite  of  apartments  ar- 
ranged with  the  nicest  care ;  it  seemed  the 
work  of  fairy-gifted  hands :  a  fine-toned 
piano,  and  a  beautiful  harp,  were  placed  in 
the  small  though  elegant  sitting-room,  and 
a  selection  of  the  best  authors,  ancient  and 
modem;  were  arranged  with  tasteful  care 
in  a  richly-omaniiented  recess.  Nothing 
seemed  wanting  conducive  to  the  comfort 
or  amusement  of  lady  Rosabel;  sweet- 
scented  exotics,  which  perfumed  the  apart- 
ment, lined  the  balconied  window,  and  the 
most  melodious  singing-birds,  in  splendid 
cages,  swelled  their  little  throats,  to  har- 
monize the  scene. 

"  This  is  a  fairy  palace,"  cried  the  mar- 
quis ;  "  little  did  I  expect  to  meet  any . 
thing  like  this  in  Ireland." 

The  next  moment  he  felt  the  folly  of 
thinking  aloud.  A  smile  of  ill-concealed 
exultation  passed  over  the  countenance  of 
the  attendmit. — "  If  my  lord  marquis  ap- 
proves of  these  apartments,  I  may  take  the 

B  2  liberty 
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Btierty  to  britig  ttp  the  >i9^tillg^iiidd  ttid 
tftfe  bl&id-bdiceB.'' 

<*  Yoa  #ai  gl€ia%  ttbKge  me  ;^  *Bd 
^  matquis  ende£Kv6ui*ed  to  place  a  bhnk- 
ftbfe  ofsome  value  in  his  band. 

**  The  honour  of  phasing  the  marquli 
of  Heatherly,"  sfdd  the  man,  with  k  low 
bow,  ias  he  tefused  the  ptesenl,  *'  is  >qiiite 
^ffident  r^ard.  We  Iri^h  ^e  tdo  i^ 
tioMiit  to  be  metisensayf  Mid  the  mar- 
qiifs  H^as  left  t6  Wonder  atld  admire^  ^  bis 
fifet  introdudaon  to  this.  cursMest  of  *iffl 
isliels. 

tady  EUesmere  and  her  party  *iutv^y*d 
imVh  kma^ement  and  delight  the  spletidid 
range  of  apartments  beneath;  the  sofiis  ^d 
efedrs'of  the  state  drawing  rbom  were  of 
painted  velvet,  the  frames  richly  gilt  ttW 
ornamented ;  costly  mirrors  and  beaiil^I 
jointings  nearly  covered  the  wdlls,  dnd 
Persian  carpets  and  silken  dhipery  #tefe 
disposed  with  rich  and  gay  liixuriahte. 
On  this  floor  were  the  stale  bedchdndrber, 
and  richly-decorated  dressing-robnte. 

The 


woman,  followed  by  several  strange  i;^ 
vanis,  wha placed the.tnlokf^ M  sb^^iKct- 
ed,  and  ki«bui%  dJmp$!^URii&  t^!9  fimt^t- 
tebdant  only,  remained. 

*'Ttfy;  )0i4,  ipiglt^t  I  take  tfee  liberty  to 
advis^your  kidj^ip  jua(  ta  look  thf  4f^9X> 
I  am  sixra  tibis^  ycmg  lady  woukt  b«ve.  qq 
ob^Qofion  to  stay  by  her^f  for  4  few  Va\r 
nutfis^  juat  tiU  «h?  old  asd^ln?  ^(W,vig  M^ 
dow^geit  and  lb&  l§dy  g!@iy«i!n^,  hwf 
ohoKB  their  own  apMtineilts,  Itw^r-^^ 
g«mig  thniugh  tbe.  XQOQ(to«  «n4  the  ypmig 
duchess  would  make  no  ^j[v>|oigy  fe«  tftfUr 
iiig  hdy  Rosabel  out  ^  t\»f ;  9»A  M 
would  grieve  moee  heartt  than  oiM»  my 
loid  maiquis  of  Heathefly**'' 

**  If  it  was  only  to  grptify  you,  my  gwid 

fdlow,  she  diall  not     I  feel  infinitely 

grateCal,  on  the  part  <^  my  sweet  Rosahfl, 

to  yon  and  your  kind  dmployan;  bear 

thmn    my   most  thalnkfol    aeknowle^g- 

B  3  ments. 
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ments.  I  am  grieved  you  will  not  accept 
from  me  thanks  more  substantial  than 
words," 

As  the  marquis  entered  the  drawings 
room,  lady  Rosabel  was  leaning  over  the 
balcony.  A  heavy  shower  had  washed  the 
leaves  of  the  flourishing  evergreens  plant- 
ed in  the  centre  of  the  square :  they  now 
appeared  in  rich  luxuriance,  and  gave  ad- 
ditional beauty  to  the  regular  and  el^ant 
sauare  they  ornamented ;  and  the  marquis 
joined  his  cousin  in  praising  the  unexpect- 
ed splendour  arid  beauty  of  all  around 
them. — **  So  much  for  hearsay  and  belief,'' 
said  the  marquis.  «  I  shaU  beg  leave  to 
judge  for  myself  in  fiiture — ocular  demon- 
stration shall  only  convince  me." 

Lady  Ellesmere  and  her  companions 
now  made  their  appearance  in  high  good 
humour.—-^  We  have  chosen  the  sweetest 
apartments  for  you,  Heatherly,"  said  the 
marchioness ;  '*  the  dressing-room  is  so 
light  and  elegant,  the  bedchamber  so  airy 

and 
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and  comfortable ;  indeed  we  are  all  suited 
to  our  utmost  wishes."  ' 

^^  And  where  are  Rosabel's?''  said  the 
marquis. 

Every  one  was  silent. 

^^  I  declare,"  said  lady  Ellesmere,  care* 
lessly,  '^  she  was  quite  forgotten.  All  the 
apartments  on  that  range  are  disposed  of. 
I  dare  say  she  can^  be  m^de  quite  comfort- 
able somewhere ;  young  girls  must  not  be 
&8tidious." 

"  Oh,  certainly  not,"  said  lord  Ellesmere. 
''  I  make  no  doubt  Rosa  can  be  very  well 
accommodated  on  the  upper  story." 

The  eyes  of  the  marquis  sparkled  with 
indignant  fire. — ^^  My  sweet  Rosa,  though 
forgotten  by  father  and  mother,  your  lover 
bore  you  |bndly  in  his  remembrance ;  you 
shall  not  be  turned  up  to  the  garret,  to 
make  room  for,"  and  he  fixied  his  inteUi- 
gent  eyes,  with  an  expression  they  could 
not  mistake,  on  the  signora  and  her  pupil, 
*'  for  strangers ;  as  every  one  is  so  happily 
accommodated  to  their  wishes,  they  can- 

B  4  not 


not  envy  the  sek^km  I  fasKte  wade  Sat 
you,  which  I  will  ifot  yield  to*  fleasellie 
mr^ng  iane^  c^  any  IwnMii  heSt^  My 
lord  Ellesmere,''  continued  he,  .wiiib  in- 
Greased  haughtiness^  **  aUow  ne  hidi-an- 
hoiufS'  eenveisaticA ;  im  the  one!  y^ui  brd- 
slli^  indulged  me  wiidib  at  RiehiiU>iid»J  was 
toa  happy  to  be  wise.  I  fivgpt  uMy 
thi&i^  which  I  have  since  reflected  00^1  and 
iit>w  wish<  to  aienti<».'* 

Lord  EUesmere,  awed  by  hi»  bMAMT, 
£^ybwed  the  maiqujb  in.  attence  i»  dn  ad- 
jcHiiing  apartments 

''  My  loid,"  he  b^^n,i ''  when  your  kri- 
tbip  eoiifirmed  my  happiness  1^  xatfting 
me  as  your  lutore  aan-in4aw,  I  had  bo 
suspiciion  that  my  biide  was  to  be  oaMd- 
aited  with  the  mistress  of  sir  Charles  Sel- 
wyn  ;  neither  did  I  attempt  to  investigate 
yourlordship'a  actions  relative  fcoherpopil) 
Fanny  Selwyn«  If  lady  ElUesmere  is  as 
Uind  or  as  stupid  as  a  mule^  that  too  is  quite 
immaterial  to  me ;  her  busbaitd  should  be 
her  saf^iUQfd  from  infamous  society ;  but 

be 
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h0  is  the  heA  judge.  I  aeek  Hot  to  cxm- 
vinoe  or  to  dict^,  but,  on  |ny  sacred  hf- 
noiuv  and  on  iriy  soul !  if  they  atfieippt  to 
tnnnple  on  or  insult  my  fiiwabe!,  virbdse 
yielding  sweetneas  gives  me  every  hope  of 
aiicceaa»  I  wfll  tear  away,  with  no  gbntle 
hand,  the  oobweb  varnish  which  i\or»r  veils 
tb^  ehamoter  of  stgnora  da  Cortina^  and  I 
will  laj  the  heart  of  her  pupil  bare  to  pub- 
lic ferutiny .  T^et  them  beware,  lior  sedk 
to  rouse  the  lion,  who  will  not  be  oflfiended 
with  impunity,  in  the  person  of  his  affi- 
•Mioed  Imde.  Let  it  be  peace  or  war;  in 
peace  they  inay  both  enjoy  vioev^fal 
favour,  and  wear,  uncUsturiied  by  me,  the 
semblance  of  spotless  purity  :  but  my  opi- 
raon  is  my  own-*4it  twenty-two  I  am  no 
babe  of  sdlness.  But  i  wUl  pledge  my 
faonour,  which  has  never  yet  been  forfeited 
if  tfaey  offend  not  Rosabel,  I  wiil  tieat 
them  both  with  the  afflbetionate  sMentifM 

iLqid Blesosere,  itoo  mueh  ^gijtated  tp 
mfiy,  was  left  with  eyery  ieding  cf  con!- 

s  5  tempt 
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tempt  by  his  undaunted  nephew.  With 
pride  in  his  port,  defiance  on  his  brow,  the 
marquis  of  Heatherly  returned  to  the  la- 
dies.— **  Come,  Rosabel,  my  fair  one,  come 
and  see  the  selection  your  Heatherly  has 
made,  and  the  smile  of  innocence  and 
beauty  be  the  reward  of  my  care." 

"  Heatherly  was  quite  in  a  royal  rage,* 
remarked  lord  EUesmere;  **  if  he  takes 
these  tantrums  often,  it  will  be  quite 
shocking.     I  declare  I  feel  quite  nervous." 

As  the  marquis  opened  the  door  of  lady 
Rosabel's  apartment,  the  feathered  choris- 
ters thrilled  forth  harmonious  welcome, 
the  soft  breeze  wafted  around  the  balmy 
sweetness,  and  the  entranced  Rosabel  could  * 
scarcely  believe  this  scene  of  enchantment 
real.  Her  artless  delight,  her  thankful 
gratitude,  was  unbounded. — *'  But  I  fear, 
my  dear  cousin,  I  shall  be  envied,  torment- 
ed out  of  my  sweet  fairy  bower." 

"  Fear  not,  my  gentle  Rosa;  to  Heaven 
and  my  guardian  care  your  Henry  and 
liis  father  have  resigned  you.    This  heart 

shaU  ' 
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shall  cease  to  beat,  this  arm  be  powerless 
in  death,  when  Heatherly  is  faithless  to  his 
trusf* 

*'  Pray,  my  linrd,''  asked  the  countess, 
''can  you  inform  me  what  new-fangled 
wisdom  has  entered  the  sapient  skull  of 
George  Heatherly  nnce  he  left  Richmond  ? 
I  declare  it  has  noade  him  quite  disagree- 
able and  impertmenf 

''  Heatherly,  my  Louisa,  is  a  lover,  and 
I  must  acknowledge  we  were  rather  ne- 
glectful of  Rosabel."  The  expression  of  his 
lordship's  countenance,  as  it  met  the  in- 
quiring eyes  of  the  signora,  was— we  must 
oondliate. 

''  What  a  fuss,"  said  the  countess,  fret- 
fully, **  there  always  was  made  about  this 
girl«  first  by  her  grandfather,  then  by  lord 
Coldbrook  and  his  s(hi,  and  now  Geoj^e 
Heatherly  out-hectors  them  all !  I  declare 
his  airs  are  downright  intolerable.  Inihe 
duke  of  Dunbane  were  combined  rank  and 
fashion,  beauty  and  fortune,  and  his  grace 
was  married  to  my  sweet  Geraldine  in  a 

B  6  few 
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im  wnki^  widKHtt  aiqr  of  this  plague  »d 

The  good  humour  of  the  marquis  irris 
oompleCely  K8toied»  ivteb  lie  again  ento- 
ad  tibt  dtawiBg^room.  lliei  signpa  ad- 
dmtad  him  with  the  wftert  hntniHtf  « 

^  Yiobr  lanUhip,  I  hope,  witi  d[>inethe 
jttNlea  to  believe  I  would  not  velain  the 
apartments  selected  for  me  by  my  nnoit 
huttoiireil  fiieiDd  tile  maBebioMss,  wJien  I 
A«ind  the  aeoommodation  of  half  ikwahel 
^Mtf  ^bfgotten.* 

"i  ^iMld  have  been  loMt  happrjr,''  mA 
Hie  bcautiftd  Fmiioea>  ^  to  bffve  shand 
mine  with  the  sweet  RosabdL  Surely  my 
^Mdria  Hieattierly  wiH  pardoii  a  fault  so 

T  ^  Ladies  fair/  aaid  ^»  aaarquis^  taking 
a  iamd  of  each,  ^  you  will  never  find  ime 
OlAwgiTing;  fant  whne  JHUisabel  ia  eon^ 
oMncd,  thfateriidieGd  I  shall  alwarj^  be  le- 
iMmgtiA  and  fimfdaQaUev;  '  mriddb  jnot, 
aMdoe Mft/  and  you  maybpitti  cbmniaDd 
myfaMcttfioD^nyjpioteolion,  B^%imtdmT 

He 
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He  mised  the  kmd  of  ead^  aiul  pwmri 
thmi  dightty  to  his  fipt^  in  tdten  of  pit- 
sentMmty.  .  . 

'^  What  a  graoafol  cmatupe  UMlbefLy 
is  r  soni  the  doting  gsandmatliei!,  and 
the  next  moment  plaoed  him  fadnrevn  her 
;aiid  Ifdy  fiUesmeie. 

The<dianftis  of  fais.eoi»TifB9ation»  hbwell- 

« 

timed  -flattery,  dispellad  lamry  tngpry  fwH- 
iii|g  in  the  iMWHia  iif  the  cdiintefa;  and  m 
^be  abcoided  the  Idas  of  peeee»  cattad  hian 
tfaie  speiled  darMtig  of  the  family. 

A  ioad  rlnioeking  at  the  door  praoaded 
Ihe  eutiJKioeiif I  oolonel  O'Brien.  Heaeemi- 
led  abf>ist  fifty  «yiears  dp  ag^  and  his  appeaiv 
aooeiirestbatiif  a  aoldierand  agentleiQ^n; 
his  complexion  was  eaoilHroMriied  by  a  tan 
yearn  ^maadmuie  in  Ibdto,  m^  the  )arge 
saar  miMs  fon^hflid  janiAcid  Miterasft  to  hi» 
mailwl  ^mKAbg^mi  l^yed  hwn  norwq^e^ 
knight^  Bt  the  noUeopfituAssf^ii^^iari- 
iMtefnnred'Jbe  hi(d(initig|i»i  .witin  tb^  bie^ 
society. 

IiX>irili£Beainl»!i^'vdio«iofiriprafaT0i  any 

society 
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society  to  that  of  his  nephew,  was  rgoioed 
at  this  new  acquaintance,  who  declared 
himself  to  be  the  maternal  unde '  of  Mr. 
Hammersley,  the  owner  of  the  house  his 
lordship  now  occupied;  his  nephew  was  a 
mincN*,  and  in  England. 

^  Unacquainted  with  courtly  phrase 
and  courtly  etiquette,  will  lord  and  kdy 
EUesmere  esasase  the  freedom  of  a  camp- 
lured  soldier,  if  I  entreat  their  company  to- 
day, and  that  of  their  &mily,  to  a  friend- 
ly dinner?  My  house  is  next  to  this: 
Mrs.  O'Brien  and  our  little  giii  are  with 
her  brother,  the  earl  of  Dunleer,  at  Lucan. 
I  hope  the  ladies  will  not  rgect  the  prayer 
of  a  solitary  being,  but  give  him  one  day 
of  sunshine  in  her  absence." 

The  kindness  of  this  friendly  invitation 
was  duly  appreciated  by  lord  EUesmere 
and  the  marquis;  and  lady  EUesmere  hav- 
ing ascertained  she  would  meet  no  stran- 
ger  but  the  colond's  only  son,  consented 
with  great  cheerfuhiess. 

«<  It  was  very  obliging,"  said  the  mar- 
chioness, 
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cliioiiess,  *"  for  odkmA  O'Brim  to  ask  us 
to-day.  Murray  was  just  lamenting  her 
lady  would  be  quite  starved,  the  servants 
were  so  long  making  out  where  every 
thing  was  to  be  had." 


CHAPTER  IL 


The  Irish  Baronet. 

The  marquis  marked  the  expression  of 
cokmel  O'Brien's  countenance  as  he  bowed 
over  the  hand  of  Rosabel— it  was  pity, 
admiration,  protection.  That  he  was  one 
of  her  secret  friends,  escaped  not  the  pe- 
netration of  his  eagle  ^ye,  and  he  felt  his 
heart  dilate  with  thankfulness  to  the  no- 
ble-looking veteran. 

Ludus  O'Brien,  of  whom  his  fether  was 
not  a  little  vam,  was  a  fine-looking  young 

man,  just  oiage;  his  manners  w«e  frank, 

.yet 
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yet  polished,  and  his  ofen  l>row  bttfned 
witli  intdligsniie  and  good-ihumour.  Thejr 
were  scaileely  seated  at  dinner,  whn  a 
great  bustle  was  IfmA  in  the  halL 

^*  Hold  your  praist;,  ye  puppy-^hold 
your  prate,  I  say  !**  exclaimed  a  voice,  the 
nationality  of  which  could  not  be  mistaken. 
**  D'ye  think  I  never  sat  among  lords  and 
ladies  before,  ye  hound,  ye  ?" 

**  But  your  worship's  coat  looks  sq  dusty 
— so  full  of  mire,  and  your  honoui^s  boots 
so  scratched,  just  for  all  the  world  as  if 
your  worship  rode  a  steeple  cluise.'' 

^  U  wa$  a  fox^chase,  ye  ^!id|ri{ft;  and  if 
my  coat  is  a  iittie  siHl^d,  who  shall  find 
fault  with  the  lining  ?  No  Ihglish  bug 
tiiat  ever  canae  here  to  &tbqi  ^on  am  com 
and  oil,  has  (belter  blood  ih  his  (Veins  Am 
Arthur  0'i>wyer/  aq^l  the  nextiOuuneDt 
a  tafi  muscular  fijgune  entered  tiie  foom, 
dressed  in  a  hunting  ^^finock,  wiaiA  W 
once  been  scaiiet,  axuiiioats,  )wiMekbpre 
l(be  iiii|!«asio&  nT many  a  brake  And  biiwr- 

He  took  eff  a  wnsiyhhf^  veljuot  hmM^ 

ing 
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md  yttdhfti^  ik  oni  Idle  oddhoBrd,  akrade 
iqpi  tiM  r^tn  to  oofend:  Q%MnK«-^  Hovr 
diryiMdiGMOosmC^riiQtiiis^w  ikiyqii  da? 
Tbift  Fwiiibifi»iipup[ijr,  j^uv  8enniiit;».had 
Mmlftdtoktiiiem.  I  wonldhftiredMfeid 
hiftjariief,  tWlmMdw  only  I  hmd  those 
w^m  la^ea  in  th«  pHrlour ;"  and  hci  boirad 
most  profoundly,  kissing  his*  bind  ai  tlae 
same  time. 

Tim  ealcHNtl  M«r  intatodiieed  bit  oousin, 
mtAfthm  C^DwyoTi.  who  took  bis  itartmi 
in  bi^  good^hfttmoiur  ttext  ^f  signonL 

^  Haii  you  good  s|rart  today>  sir  At- 
tbur?*  asked  Toisiig  OBrien ;  ^  as  usual, 
ywi  were  oat  the  ftrst  day  0f  the  hunting 
saanD,  audi,  aa  usud,  obtained  the  sports- 
man'ts  tn^y." 

^  Wby  yes,  we  bad  aome  good  nmnndg; 
itwascmraed  bot  though,  it  waslikaa 
day  in  Juna  I  was  in  at  tbe  death  at 
CbapdUzod.  As  tbe  ohaae  was  so  soon 
orer,  oa»«D  ComeUu^  lAougfct  I  miglit 
ride  on  to  tcil  you  little  Flora  is  quite  ro- 

oorered 
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oovared  of  her  cold,  and  that  your  good 
mamma,  Lucius,  is  in  good  health,  and 
almost  as  handsome  as  the  day  you  were 
bom,  and  I  am  very  much  obliged  to  my 
own  good-nature  for  introducing  me  to 
such  good  company  f  and  again  sir  Ar- 
thur bowed  most  profoundly — *^  I  will  hob- 
nob with  you  in  a  glass  of  wine,  if  you 
please,  ma'am.'' 

The  signora  bowed  assent. 

**  Love  and  friendship,  and  your  very 
pretty  health,  ma'am,"  and  sir  Arthur 
touched  her  glass  with  his  owl).  '*  That 
was  the  fashion  when  I  was  a  youngster, 
and  a  much  better  fashion  it  is  to  my 
mind  than  grinning  in  a  lady's  face  with 
— *  Do  me  the  honour,  ma'am,'  looking 
all  the  time  as  much  as  to  say,  ^  I'll  do 
yiau  the  honour,  ma'am,'  while  the  wine  is 
neither  sweetened  with  the  sentiment  of 
love  or  friendship.  If  a  man's  coat  is  cut 
in  the  fashion  now-a-days,  he  may  cut 
^ood  manners  like  a  poor  relation  ;  and  if 
his  head  is  polished  like  a  mahogany  table, 

it 
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it  may  be  as  hollow  as  his  fitshionable 
heart.  The  time  was  wheii  men  were 
ambitious  to  protect  the  ladies  they  loved, 
so  imiocent  and  blooming,  who  were  nei. 
ther  choppers  of  logic  or  talkers  of  Latin, 
bnt  looked  up,  as  in  duty  bound,  to  their 
natural  protectors  with  love  and  confi* 
dence ;  but  now  the  men,  dressed  out  like 
milliners'  dolls,  look  unable  to  protect 
themselves,  while  the  ladies  drive  four-in- 
hand,  like  hackney-coachmen — scold  away 
in  Greek  and  Latin,  and,  egad !  to  crown  all, 
make  no  apology  about  wearing  the  pan- 
taloons. Yet,  feith !  I  cannot  blame  them 
much,  after  all.  When  men  throw  away 
their  dignity,  and  turn  doll-dressers,  the 
poor  things  must  turn  masculine,  and  pro- 
tect themselves. — How  do  you  like  Ire- 
land, ma'am?'' again  addressing  thesignora; 
"*  did  you  expect  to  meet  the  natives,  like 
the  devil  on  two  sticks,  with  hoofs  and 
horns?  But  they  are  not  so  bad,  ma'am ; 
they   have    only    wings,    and  Mghfliers 

they 
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they  often  ate  in  their  oim  i^imtry ;  but 
nvben  tbej  %  off  to.  Enghndi  and  oiber 
atnmge  plaoes^  theiif  ^vmkff^  areelipt);  ^eaty 
ftathjoris  pkckisd  out  deair  anA  oImii,aiid 
IhejTv  are  sent  home  to  £«flie0t  <m  iheh  lolly 
aoid  their) hMs;  they  seldom  can  miae  their 
finioDS,  «r  a^er  fiy  Agi^  l^n  my  toSsaA, 
it  ia  gieat  &Ay  to  feaye  one'aowni  gquaIi^v 
jka  bfi  pigeomd  and  dcM^ised  in  another." 
■"  Sir  Arthur  remained  Ibir  sone  thne  si- 
knt»  and  fixed  hia  ey^es  wilji  deep  interetf 
and  much  kindness:  on  hdy  Bosahel;  the 
woment  he  saw  the  marquis  observed 
him,  he  spoke  to  tiieslgnora-^'^  Asyou  ace 
a  stranger  here,  ma'am,  I  will  have  grsat 
pleasure  in  i^bewing  you  the  squares  and 
the  buildings.  We  have  two  or  three  fine 
panoramaa  here  now,  ma'am,  and  though 
I  wont  be  a  yeiy  fiishionable  squire,  ma'am, 
yet  Arthur  O'Dwy^  is  v^  well  known  in 
the  streets  of  Dublin,  and  it  will  hot  lessen 
jrour  eouaequenee  to  be  seen  in  hia  com- 
pany, ma'am/' 

The 


Hie  sigiiom  tdd  liiiii.'^irith  greit  iWeet- 
ness,  she  was  at  ^tfa^  disfposal  of  the  ttiafr-' 
chidne^. 

''  An  oiaOj^dy  tiii^ht  bea  liitlie  curkMs  to 
well  as  a  ybuiig  oiie,  M I  will  ^^kl^e  plea- 
sure ofher  company  tvhen  I  am  Asking  leave 
for  you,  iha'am ;  fcMr  I  intend  to  pay  my 
respects  to  ihy  lord  EHesmere  to-morrow, 
as^he  is  a  stratagerj  and  to  my  lotG,  'the 
marquis,  too,  ma'am,  who,  though  lie  is 
dressed  in  the  pink  of  the  fashion,  looks 
13ce  a  matif  and  takes  as  ifaueh  care  of  ^hat 
beautJftil  child  beside  hiiii  as  a  heta  of  a 
pet' chicken.** 

The  marchioness  anil  lady  'Ellesmere 
nbW  arbise.  >  Sir  Arthur'tobk  the  hand  of 
tfie'Wgnbra,  and  led  her'toihe  door.  With 
utit6tfth  gallantry  he  kissed  the  beautiful 
haiid  at  parting,  pressed  both  his  own  on 
his  heart,  and  mkde  a  most  profoiind  botv. 

TUady  EU^sliiere,  who  had  been  fi^ttered 
iAto  gredt  harmony  df  temper  'byXuclus 
O^ferieh,  yallied'ttie  signora  on  her  con- 
(jltiest-l**  Young  O'Brien  says  lie  'has  se- 
ven 
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ven  thousand  a-year,  and  the  most  bene- 
volent heart  in  the  world." 

^*  And  such  lovely  manners !  and  such 
a  voice !"  said  the  soft-toned  Frances. 

"  What  signifies  his  voice/'  said  the  li- 
teral marchioness ;  *^  I  am  sure  he  said 
nothing  uncivil  or  improper.  He  would 
be  very  well-looking  if  his  face  was  well 
washed,  and  his  figure  is  far  firom  indif- 
ferent, if  he  was  dressed  like  any  decent 
Christian;  a  good  heart  and  a  good  fortune 
are  not  to  be  met  with  every  day,  signora, 
and,  like  his  countryman,  sir  Lucius 
O'Trigger,  he  will  make  you  the  best 
husband  in  the  world." 

"  And  lady  ODwyer  into  the  bargain, 
signora,"  said  the  highly-amused  Frances. 

When  sir  Arthur  made  his  appearance 
in  the  drawing-room,  he  walked  with 
great  steadiness  to  the  signora — ^*  You  see, 
^  ma'am,  I  could  walk  a  plank  if  the  carpet 
was  ofi:  It  was  a  rule,  when  I  was  a 
younker,  never  to  come  top-heavy  into  the 
company  of  ladies ;    it  was  reckoned  a 

very 
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very  ungentlemanlike  action;  but  now 
free  and  easy  is  the  mode ;  to  my  mind, 
the  more  we  get  on  in  civilization,  the  fur- 
ther we  leave  common  civility  behind:  and 
now,  ma'am,  if  you  please,  I  will  just  go 
over  and  ask  the  old  lady  if  she  will  take 
a  walk  or  a  ride  to-morrow,  whichever  is 
most  agreeable  •/'  and  off  went  sir  Arthur. 

The  marchioness  received  him  with  ci- 
vility almost  amounting  to  respect. 

"  I  came  from  that  very  pretty  and  very 
dutiful  lady,  yonder,  just  to  ask  you,  my 
lady,  if  you  would  like  to  take  a  walk  or 
a  ride  any  where  to-morrow ;  my  lady,  I 
am  sure  I  would  be  happy  to  attend  you, 
my  lady." 

"  I  really  do  not  know,  sir  Arthur,  what 
arrangements  lord  Ellesmere  has  made  for 
to-morrow ;  but  I  shall  feel  happy  at  all 
times  to  see  sir  Arthur  O'Dwyer." 

"  As  you  are  so  agreeable,  my  lady, .  I 
will  call  t^o*morrow,  go  or  stay;  a  day 
sooner  or  later  makes  no  difference  in  life.'' 

Sir  Arthur  then  returned,  and  stationed 

himself 
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faiHMielf  b)r  tke  mgDon  finr  <te  vmitindn' 
of  tjiie  eveniiig. 

« I  n^tridi,'*  said  kttd  E^8m»^  when 
sdone  the  tieict  morning  with  the  maicbio- 
neBs  and  his  lady,  *'  the  signora  was  mear- 
lied  to  this  Irish  baronet ;  be  has  a  fine 
estate,  and  she  cannot  now  be  "^Hrtidi- 
oas.  It  would  secure  h^  ihut  rank  ;in  life 
to  which  she  is  DOW  only  partidlly  restor- 
ed, and  make  herAsAmgifh  complete  over 
her  Tik  calumtitsbtors.  You,  marehioness, 
and  my  Louisa,  will,  I  know,  .ttseev^ 
e^tertion  to  iseeune  the  permanent  %^ppi- 
ness  of  this  most  amiable  and  iH^treated 
woman,  whose  gndjtude  is  as  boundless  ^ 
her  merit  The  difficulty  will  arise,  I  am 
certain,  sc4ely  on  iier  own  part ;  and  to 
confess  the  truf^,  I  am  anxious  &r  tiie 
i^ieedy  eompleiion  of  her  union  with  &e 
enamoured  baronet,  as  loid  Oriingtcm  todc 
eveiy  unlicensed  liberty  of  speech  with  re- 
gard to  the  signora  when  we  were  coming 
QV«,  thou^  I  cttti  "see  Tery  clearly  he  has 

tnatittionial 
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matrimonial  views  on  her  beautiful  pu- 
pil'' 

"  I  dare  say  her  fortune  would  be  very 
convenient  to  him  at  present,"  said  the 
countess ;  *'  he  is  a  fool  and  a  fright ;  but 
I  think,  my  lord,  you  should  not  suffer 
lord  Orlington  to  be  impertinent.  My 
company  was  always  as  select  as  that  of 
his  sister,  my  l^y  Glenfield,  and  I  shall 
tell  her  so.  The  signora  was  always  too 
meek  and  too  gentle  not  to  be  trampled 
on  by  the  bronzed-faced  ladies  of  fashion : 
I  believe  the  signora  da  Cortina  to  be 
as  spotless  as  the  snowdrop  of  purity  she 
has  reared,  Frances  of  Dunbane." 

Soon  afler,  a  note  come  from  lady  Glen- 
field, requesting  to  see  the  countess  im- 
mediately. 

*'  I  shall  not  stir  a  step,"  said  her  lady- 
ship, *i  till  I  see  sir  Arthur  O'D wyer ;  his 
family  has  been  uncommonly  civil  to  me, 
and  I  will  treat  him  with  respect  for  his 
own  and  the  signora's  sake." 

A  hint  from  lord  EUesmere  incr^sed 
VOL.  n.  c  the 


26  lEISH  'SiECUOMANCESL. 

the  adulation,  of  t^q  signora,  and  made  the 
soft  praise  of  Frances  more  witchilig  swteet; 
imd  sir  Arthur  was  received  by  lady  El- 
lesmere  with  all  the  distinction  of  a  v^« 
ed  friend. 

The  appearance  of  sir  Arthur  was  great- 
ly improved ;  he  scarcely  Ipokied  the  same 
being ;  his  hair  was  &shi<«iably  cut»  high- 
ly scented»  and  his  dress  seemed  to  be 
completely  new.    The  baronet,  in  th^  fall 
glow  of  life,  seemed  scarcely  to  have  mea- 
sured thirty  years,  and  his  honest  qour- 
tenanpe,  now  well  washed,  had  nothing 
vulgar  or  disagreeable  in  the  expression ; 
Oft  the  contrary^  sir  Arthur  was  genei^y 
esteemed  a  handsome  man,  and,  despite 
of  his  clownish  gait,  his  figure  might  have 
defied  the  criticism  of  a  statuary. 
^ "  I  hope,  my  lady,"  said  the  baronet, 
addressing  lady  Ellesmere,  "  you  do  not 
find  the  smell  of  my  head  heavy  oi;  dis- 
agreeable ?    I  assure  you,  my  lady,  it.  was 
no  fault  of  mine,  though  I  paid  pretty 
dearly  for  being  perfumed  (I  suppose  I 

should 
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iANndid'sa)p)  out  df  nry  monejr,  and  into  a 
besdaebe :  but  I  wjll  tell^  your  lady  ship  all 
about  it  Lmaus  O'Brien  kept  growling 
dbeut  my  hair-  all  the  morning,  and  drag- 
ged me  with  him  to  North's,  the  empo- 
lium  of  fashion,  to  get  it  properly  cut. 
Weil,  my  lady,  the  dowsey  doll  of  a  fel- 
low kqpt  dip,  clip,  dip,  till  I  was  quite 
weary ;  so  I  jumped  up  at  last,  and  swore 
I  would  stay  no  l(»iger,  when  I  was  sous- 
ed over  bead  and  ears  by  a  most  villainous^ 
grewy  composition,  worse  in  my  mind 
thm  fifty  foxes. — *Gh,  my  wheel-anteek  f 
cried'  the  jim-trim  hair-clipper;  *  a  quart 
bottlefull  of  my  very  best  wheel-anteek 
qmte  destroyed!*  while  I  roared  and 
cursed^  for,  faith,  my  lady,  I  was  almost 
pbisoaed  v^ith  the  scent  'I  would  thank 
ydu,  sir,  for  four  pounds,  sir,  which  is 
only  the  first  cost  of  my  wheel-anteek.' 
— *  Faith,  my  fine  fellow,  Clip-and-go-Con- 
stant,  you- shall  have  four-and-forty ;'  and 
enlyLuciusO^rienwheeled  him  out  of  tlie 
room,I  would  have  given  him  apay  ment  he 

c2  would 
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would  haverememberedall  the  dear  days  of 
his  life. — *  And  now,  Mr.  LuciuS;  O'Brien,* 
said  I,  ^  as  you  have  brought  me  into  all 
this  trouble,  I  would  thank  you  to  bring 
me  out  of  it  I  cannot  go  before  the  la- 
dies something  like  a  pole-cat,  with  the 
wheel-anteek  and  the  emporium  of  fashion 
on  my  back/  So,  my  lady,  he  brought  me 
totheTempleofTaste,  aready-made  clothes 
shop  in  Grafton-street,  and  the  fellow 
persuaded  me  black  was  the  genteelest  co- 
lour ;  and  so,  my  lady,  between  taste  and 
fashion,  I  was  wheeled  out  of  a  pretty 
good  penny :  but  that  was  not  all — ^Ludus 
outright  worried  me  to  buy  shoes  and  silk 
stockings,  that  I  might  look  for  once  like 
a  Christian.  I  hope  your  ladyship  sees 
nothing  heathenish  about  me,  though  I 
may  be  a  bit  of  an  idolater  now  and  then, 
when  I  meet  with  beauty  so  perfect  as 
yours,  my  lady." 

A  second  note  was  now  lm)ught  to  the 
countess  from  lady  Glenfield,  most  anx- 
iously requesting  to  see  her. 

Lady 
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.  Lady  Ellesmere,  with  ill-oonoealed  vexa- 
tion, Idl  sodety  where  she  was  adulated 
and  respected  as  a  queen,  and  lord  EUes- 
mere,  determined  this  unusual  asperity  of 
temper  should  not  subside,  wept  with  her. 

"  I  regret  I  could  not  attend  your 
first  mandate,"  said  lady  Ellesmere,  with 
haughty  coldness :  *'  may  I  now  ask  what 
are  yoiu*  excellency's  commands  ?** 

''My  dear  formal  Louisa,'*  said  lady 
Glenfield,  with  soft  conciliation,  *'  I  only 
wished  to  speak  a  few  words  with  you  in 
private." 

^  I  never  had  any  secrets  from  lord  El- 
lesmere. I  presume  your  excellency  has 
none  fiom  lord  Glenfield  ?"  and  the  coun- 
tess kept  her  seat  with  increased  fri^dity 
of  aspect 

Lady  Glenfield  looked  the  deep  con- 
fusion she  felt,  when  her  brother,  lord 
(^lington,  with  all  the  assumed  conse- 
quaiceof  a  self-nominated  dictator,  address- 
ed the  countess  of  Ellesmere — ^"^  As  a  near 
relation  I  have  heard,  with  deep  regret,  the 
introductiati  of  signora  da  Cortina  into 

c  3  the 


the  hmky  of  your  tady ship.  In  IBn^d 
Hbe  aif^m  was  niniFeraally  fadfemd  to  he 
the  miatress  ef  sir  Chsrles  Seiw^sL  (Bbir 
the^rafty  Itsdaan  imposed  on  your  lady^ 
ship,  I  shaU  not  seek  to  inquoie^faatwae- 
fy  state  that  your  hitherto  uid^imsfae4 
Deputation  will  be  stigmatized  by  snch  an 
in&oaoos  association.  To  save  any  xvoh 
pleasant  coiisequafioes  which  maijr  arise^ 
my  ad  viee  is^  the  signora  may  be  sent  <forth- 
with  from  whence  die  came;"*  and  lonl  Or- 
lington  looked  as  if  fiom  liisfiak  theM  was 
no  appeal. 

^  How  fortunate  I  am,"  said  ^aiae  ooun* 
tesf,  "  to  have  so  kinda  rehikive,  to  gmid 
my  fiame,  and  guide  my  erring  wsty^  as 
lord  Orlingtcw,  when  my  husband  aad 
nephew  are  so  deficient  in  underatandaig 
and  proi»iety !  May  I  9A  y«ar  «pi^it 
lordship  what  is  your  opinixm  of  her  graof 
the  widowed  duchess  of  Dunbane?  Have 
y  0u  mveatigated  her  eharacter  with  eqwl 
success  ?  Y^Mir  lordi^p  was  )ii  Seo^blaiid 
during  the  life  of  her  luasband,  and  if  I 
mistake  noty  hate  teen  t^ere  sinoe."* 

«  There 
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''Thare  is  but  one-^<»i  be  but  one 
opinion  of  the  lovely  duchess;  she  is  all  per* 
fecti(Mi»  and  yet  this  all-perfect  being  was 
reared,  educated,  and  lived,  till  within  a 
few  months  of  her  marriage,  in  the  same 
house  with  this  calumniated  signora.** 

*'  My  lord  OrKngton,  you  have  spoken 
her  eulogium — further  conversation  is 
usdess;  yet,  Us  a  near  relation,  I  advise 
'  your  lordship,  if  you  wish  to  escape  the 
aversion,  the  contempt  of  her  grace,  cease 
these  insulting  aspersions  on  the  bosom 
fiiend  of  her  mother,  who  bore  the  oppro- 
brium, the  scorn  of  a  mi^udging  world,  to 
preserve  unsullied  the  spotless  purity  of 
this  soft  rose  of  beauty.  You  are  proud, 
Bay  lord,  to  acknowledge  Frances  of  Dun- 
bane  as  a  relative,  while  you  scruple  not 
to  thit>w  a  shade  of  infhmy  on  her  fiiif 
feme,  by  associating  with  vice  the  signora 
da  CordBa,  who  reared  this  brightest  cnr- 
tiament  of  our  femOy.  I  feel  ill— wcMiied 
to  deaA,"*  continued  the  countess,  **  with 
adl  this  tormenting  prosing  ;*"  and  really 

c  4  harassed 
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harassed  beyond  her  rery  limited  powers 
of  endurance,  lady  EUesmere  sunk  ex- 
hausted on  the  sofa,  and  burst  into  tears. 

With  some  difficulty  her  ladyship  was 
soothed  into  composure,  and  the  family  of 
lord  Glenfield  consented  to  spend  the  day 
following  but  two  at  Merion-square,  who 
privately  agreed  to  bear  w^ith  the  occa- 
sional society  of  the  signora  for  the  present, 
in  order  to  forward  the  matrimonial  views 
of  lord  Orlington  with  the  beautiful  Fian- 
ces. 

The  triumph  of  lady  EUesmere  over  the 
Glenfield  party  filled  the  bosom  of  her 
lord  with  transport,  while  the  feelings  of 
the  signora  and  her  daughter  were  ecstatic. 
With  delight  the  friendly  O'Briens  and  sir 
Arthur  were  invited  to  meet  the  viceregal 
party,  and  the  countess,  who  knew  lady 
Glenfield  was  an  enthusiastic  admirer  of 
music,  wished  to  shew  ofi^the  signora  and 
her  pupil  to  advantage,  and  to  collect,  if 
possible,  a  sufficient  number  of  performers 
for  a  concert. 

"  You 
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**  You  loid  Frances  are  unrivaHed  iii 
exoellenoe,  signora ;  Rosabel  nngs  findly^ 
and  Heatharly  has  a  mellow  powerful 
voicd ;  and  if  young  O'Brien  cannot  sing, 
he  has  sufficient'  good-nature  to  make  out 
them  that  can.  We  have  a  fine-toned 
piano  and  a  lovdy  harp,  and  Orlington  is 
good  far  nothing  on  earth  but  beating  the 
tamborine  and  giving  impertinence." 

*'  But  your  ladyship  forgets  that  the 
mar^is  detests  what  he  calls  gentlemen 
pipers,  and  never  sings  in  public;  and  if 
his  lordship  says  no  to  lady  Rosabel,  who 
shall  attempt  to  say  yes?  My  sweet 
Frances  and  I  will  exert  our  utmost  abi-* 
lity  to  gratify  the  friends  of  your  ladyship." 

^  I  am.  delighted  to  see  you,  Mr. 
O'Brien!"  said  the  countess;  **I  have  been 
wishing  to  see  you  this  half-hour.  Lady 
Glenfield  is  quite  an  amateur  in  music, 
and  I  witfh  to  surprise  her  excellency  with 
a  concert  '  The  mudcal  abilities  of  the 
duchess  and  signora  da  Gortifta  are  almost 
anrivalled.    I  wish,  if  possible,  t6  have  a 

c  5  fuU 
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fbllbiiid.    Could  foa,  in  4to  fihort  a  time, 
praetire  me  a  raffident  immber  of  good 

Jk  pkyftd  sniik  dtcie  over  the  featom 
nf  O^Bii€ii»  ts  fae  sfldd  lie  woold  jnhrmtuM 
ibe  HeKsuIean  tesk.^^*^  Wie  hM^  afaan'* 
cbiieeafmusi0«8tand8aiidbeiidi6s»  whkh 
X  shifl  feel  kappy  in  baving  acmtiged 
under4lietfireqtiiinofyourladjBMI|ii  Maaie 
is  the  yamon  of  my  iwdhe^  the  earl  of 
JOmimt.  We  iatv^  fireqaffnt  eooeerts 
got  iqp  iwdtt*  faifi  diraetion^  and  das  jaoare* 
aUe  oorohestn^  as  fae  calls  it,  ta  quite  a  coil* 
tnyaace  of  his  ewin.  Though  the^^  foesl^  lie 
is  tiie  most  eoceiitricof  human  beiiiga^.aiid 
tve  ar^  £Mquentl|^  dblsged  tb  €hBngpi  fnasx 
rotftn  to  loom  topleine  Usi varying  ftmty." 

The  OTlf^loited  task  of  Lttous  O'firien 
ims  .soon  Mmpieted,.  and  tite  t&mutits^ 
with  admiring  tronder,  behiC^  the  etegattt 
aivangementr  &r  iver  ooneert-^-4Iie  oudu- 
oned  seats^  so  nMy  fiinged-^die  Qcn»- 
aa^ted  nmste^standis^-^tbe  Onsteful^  light, 
yet  ^eos%  dm^pery ;  the  heautiiui  BVunes 

and 
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itnd  the  aigiKon  wbk  in  CMtflries  df  <d^ 
iigfat,  dnd  Hie  naTquis  of  Heatiierfy  be- 
GMoe  eveiy  hour  more  unsible  to  acmtmt 
far  the  obeeEenoe  wfakh  met,  with  magie 
faart^  tbdr  wishefk 

When  k>rd  Oriingtob  met  the  O'Brkn 
ftitiily  in  M^on-square,  his  lorcMiip  sur- 
Ttyed  tbem  through  his  jeweSed  eyeglass 
wHh  itf  the  insolence  of  ion.  Mr.  OIBrifen 
was  too  highly  fashioned,  too  weO  ac- 
qwkited  with  the  world,  to  be  emharrass- 
ed  hy  hii  impertinence,  but  rather  amused 
at  the  pains  his  lordship  took  to  appear 
ri^eulous  and  disagreeable;  but  his  nieces, 
the  two  Misises  Hammersley,  never  before 
subjected  to  such  impertinent  scrutiny, 
were  ready  to  sink  with  confusion.  They 
were  young,  beautiful,  and  modest,  fa- 
shionahle  and  uncommonly  elegant  in 
their  appearance. 

Sir  Aifthur  CDwyer,  who  had  taken 
his  usual  Mation  beside  the  signora,  survey- 
ed him  for  some  time  in  silence,  then  ad<- 
dressed  his'^fidr  companion  in  a  vcnce  which 
MHigfat  ito  conceidm^nt^---^  What  a  pity, 

c  6  ma'am, 
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ma'am,  that  cousin  of  yours  is  so  purblind! 
but  it  is  an  old  saying,  *  red-haired  people 
have  always  tender  eyes.'  Now,  to  my 
mind,  a  good  pair  of  spectacles  would  be 
much  more  agreeable  than  twisting  about 
a  spyglass  that  way ;  it  makes  a  man  look 
cursed  ugly,  and  to  be  sure,  though  it  is 
no  fiiult  of  his,  your  cousin  has  no  beauty 
to  spare.  Only  look  how  he  has  frighten* 
ed  the  little  girls  yonder ;  they  think  he  is 

« 

making  mouths  at  them,  poor  fools,  while 
he  is  only  striving  all  the  time  to  get  a 
good  look  at  their  pretty  faces." 

This  observation  of  sir  Arthur's  caused 
a  general  smile,  and  lord  Orlington,  high- 
ly  offended,  streamed  over  to  the  undis- 
mayed baronet. 

**  I  shall  take  the  trouble,  sir,  to  tell 
you  I  am  not  purblind,  and  that  lady  is 
no  relative  of  mine." 

''  Is  not  she  indeed  ?  then,  to  my  mind, 
the  loss  is  all  on  your  own  side-:— If  you 
were  of  my  way  of  thinking,  ma'am,  you 
would  never  claim  kindred  or  acquaint- 
ance with  him  either,  ma'am.    Any  man 

that 
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that  stands  fnaking  fiM^es  at  young  ladies^ 
by  way  of  amusing  himself,  when  he  ought 
to  be  contriving  how  to  make  himself 
most  agreeable,  is  only  fit  company,  in  my 
mind,  for  scavengers  and  meny-^mdrew^ 
ma'am,  for  we  are  bom  to  protect,  not  to 
insult  the  ladies  f  and  sir  Arthur  looked 
at  the  noble  peer  with  equal  contempt  and 
defiance,  then  continued,  in  a  very  low 
tone — **  If  you  have  a  fancy  for  any  more 
talk  on  the  subject,  I  will  be  at  my  cousin 
O'Brien's,  next  door,  to-morrow  at  twelve 
o'clock.  Till  then  we  will  be  very  agree- 
able before  the  ladies,  if  you  please ;  for  to 
my  tnind  it  is  no  great  proof  of  valour  to 
be  hectoring  or  impertinent  before  them." 

*'  I  have  no  ambition,"  said  lord  Qrliog- 
ton,  contemptuously,  **  to  have  any  further 
conversation  with  sudi  a  model  of  degance 
and  good-breeding." 

<'  So  I  thought,"  replied  the  undaunted 
baronet ;  '^  you  like  sleeping  m  a  whole 
skin  quite  as  well  as  being  impertinent." 

His  lordship  affected  not  .to  hear  this 

remark. 


98  nmB  WBCMOMAJMWaB^ 

vemmik^  but  itroaoMd  to  the  idbdow^wbidi 
he  tlvew  c|Mta»  and  amoaei  himsetf  ^ 
ihg  tfe  letvn  add  breaking  tke  branches 
0f  a  l)eBirtaifiil  gienmiuin,  wUeh  stood  in 
AebaleMy. 

Lady  GlenAdd,  provoked  at  his  con* 
dMt,  ctSHed  oixt^*^  Oblige  me,  lord  Or- 
tiMjirtoii,  and  dme  the  window — ^I  ieei  tbt 
air  quite  too  eold.^ 

But  ferd  Ottington  chose  to  dtrntknie 
hia^  impkiymait. 

Sir  Attbar  arose,  bowed  very  low  to  her 
^ffooeSkeneyy  and  not  only  dosed,  but  hstm- 
ed  the  wm4ow.^^*'  And  now,  my  lady 
lieutenant,  if  I  might,  Uke  a  true  and  loyal 
stfl^t,  be  allowed  humibly  to  adidse  your 
eiB^^Heney,  I  would  keep  that  young  gen- 
tiecmn  kicked  up  outside  the  house  there, 
tin  he  be^ed  psdden  on  Ins  knees  for  bis 
disobedience  and  impertinenee ;  seeing 
you  $»e  ^  queafi,  my  lady  fieut^iant, 
wb^e  yon  are  bi^re,  you  shoidd  command^ 
and  we  obey ;  and  it  is  a  very  bad  exaanpte, 
in  toy  miiMl,  please  yoi^  ei£odii»icy>  for 

your 


httttilitd  yesBtB  behifid  ^fom  in  ^viliiMiSdii.** 

^KSfh}  totBke  \Am  beg  perddH,  by  aB 
meatis,*^  ttied  the  delighted  lad^  lEDes^ 
met« ;  bat  a  mnimona  to  dinna  released 
the  prisoner. 

Lcttid  inflesinere  set  hint  ftM,  attd  lord 
(MSngton,  wbo,  to  fkttsBe  It  like  sir  Ar- 
thur, pfiyferrgd  sliefeping  in  a  whole  skin, 
affected  to  treat  dl  that  passed  as  playftil 
hadHnaffe.  He  placed  Inmself  next  the 
duchess  at  dinner ;  but  her  grace,  affin^ 
hy  the  animated  conversation  of  Lucius 
OBrien,  seemed  to  ibrget  the  vicmity  of 
his  lordship,  or  remembered  him  only  as 
the  icakmaniator  of  her  mother. 

coon  after  the  gentlemen  appeared  in 
the  drawing-^room,  the  couirtess  took  the 
arm  of  lady  GlenfieM,  lord  ^esmete  that 
oThis  exc^ency  the  lord  lieutenant,  and 
proeeeded  to  the  newly-arranged  music- 
room.  On  their  entrance,"**  God  save  the 
Kthg**  sounded  in  fiirH  hattliony. 

Thie  tiat^iaKty  of  young  tyBrien  had 

prevailed 
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pxevailed  or  sevanl  young  gentiitmen  be- 
loDgmg  to  Chri$t(^i)rch  choir  to  attend, 
who  joined'  with  sQientifie  skill  the  haraiQ- 
nious  Ycuoes  of  jrignom  d^  Cortina  and  her 
daught^ — ^vi^oes  of  such  m^gic  sweetness 
as  seemed  almost  miearthlj. 
.  Thw.elegaiit(x>mp]iment,SQ  unexpected 
on  the  part  of  lady  EUesmere,  was  reoeiyed 
by  the  yioeregal  pair  with  praise  unbound- 
ed; several  beautiful  glees  and  grand 
choruses  succeeded^  with  rich  and  varied 
harmwy. 

Sir  Arthur,  who  seemed  nefurly  en- 
tranced with  this  concord  of  sweet  sounds, 
stood  beside  the  signora,  turned  over  the 
leaves  of  her  music-book. with  judicious 
skilly  "  and  beat  tbemeasure  as  she  sang/' 
was  observed  by  lord  Orlington,  who, 
m^itally  so^ajfting  under  the  severity  of 
the  sarcasms  uttered  by  the  undaunted 
baronet,  not  the  less  severe  for  being  so 
well  deserved,  determined  to  retaliate. 

'*  That  &mous  diampion  of  yours,  my 
kdy  lieutenant,"  said  his  lord^p,  aloud, 

mimicking 
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mimicking,  or  rather  caricaturing  sir  Ar- 
thur, ''  could  sing  you  an  Irish  song  in 
high  style,  if  your  excellency  chose  to 
command  it." 

''  A  true  and  loyal  subject  must  always 
obey;  and  if  your  excellency  does  choose  to 
command  me,  my  lady  lieutenant,"  said 
sir  Arthur,  advancing,  '^  you  will  find  me 
neither  a  poltroon  or  a  rebel  I  never 
knew  any  body  over  fond  of  talking  yet, 
that  ever  could  act  like  a  soldier  or  a  gen- 
tleman." 

Lady  Glenfield,  half-terrified  at  the  bold 
defiance  of  sir  Arthur's  eye,  declared,  with 
gentle  sweetness,  if  sir  Arthur  could  oblige 
her  in  that  way,  she  would  esteem  it  a 
peculiar  favour. 

Sir  Arthur  took  her  ofiered  hand,  and 
sinking  on  one  knee,  pressed  it  to  his  lips 
with  gratified  emotion. — "  Gentleness,  my 
lady,  is  the  surest  way  to  tame  a  savage- 
kindness  the  surest  road  to  an  Irish  heart" 

The  beautiful  Irish  air  of  **  Sa  vomeen 
dulish  "  was  selected  by  the  baronet ;  and 

never 
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never  was  sarpme  more  powerfully  dis- 
played than  in  the  QOttatenmee  of  bdy 
Glenfield,  aa  she  heard  the  rkii  meUow 
tones  of  sir  Arthur^s  voice,  tut(»ed  by 
soienee  and  powerfol  in  harmony.  In  the 
condodinglhie^  '^  But  sorrow,  alas !  to  her 
cold  grave  had  brought  her,**  fancy  couH 
almofift  bdieve  him  bending  oV^er  the  tomb 
of  her  he  deplored,  liie  soul  of  sensilnlily, 
the  pathos  of  genuine  feeling,  rested  with 
such  touching  sweetness  on  every  har- 
monized  word. 

^  Oh,  that  jewel  of  an  Irishman  f  ex- 
claimed lady  Glaifield,  ^*  I  feel  mcMre  than 
half  inc^ned  to  envy  the  8ign<»ra  da  Cor- 
tina her  conquest." 


CHAP- 
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CHAPTER 


Tkt  JBkrile  restored. 

As  lord  fttzaubume  sat  in  tiie  library  of 
iMreUyii  Castle,  reading,  for  the  twentieth 
thae,  tile  fast  letter  he  had  recdved  ftom 
luB'wedded  RoMbel,  so  taSL  of  piom  hope, 
of  dhiewfel  resignation,  it  bretfthed  the 
pan^^ivAt^iif  Cbetmoflt  pei*feot  pi^,iof  ^ 
most  ardeiit  love,,  nothing  was  left  iflitold 
lint  eoold  gtatify  the  hearty  or 'Miose  the 
QMid  cfl^er  Imsband. 

''  Rem,  ffvirceteit  Rosa!  Kfe of  my  IMe, 
soul  of  my  'existenoe  T  said  lord  Fitaau- 
htime,  i»  be  pressed  the  letter  fen<ly  to 
hib  £|« ;  when  a  ftfie  ^bshing^lookiAg 
yotaig  ttan  liastily  entered,  and  g^^y 
putting  km  ami  mund  the  neck  of  his  lord- 
ship, with  respeetftd  aflfeetion,  scAly  wiite. 

pered— 
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pered — ^  What  news  fi*oin  Miss  Bxisa, 
dearest  major  ?  and  how  is  my  sweet,  my 
bonny  Mabel?" 

The  next  moment  the  young  stranger 
was  folded  with  fraternal  love  to  the 
heart  of  major  Packenham. — '^  Welcome, 
ODowd !  you  have  been  long,  very  long 
exiled  from  me !" 

The  bright  florid  colour'  of  health  fcnr- 
sook  the  cheek  of  O'Dowd,  and  he  rested 
his  marbled  brow  on  the  supporting  arm 
of  the  migor. — ^*  The  old  wizard  was  right 
for  once,  when  he  said  I  would  not  know 
the  &ce  of  major  Pad^enham  ficom  that  of 
a  stnmger." 

'^  My  dear  Hugh,  this  gentleman  is  lord 
Fitzaubume,  the  son  of  lord  Coldbrook, 
whom  I  told  you  it  was  my  intention  to 
vidt  before  we  went  to  Scotland." 

/'  To  Scotland  r  repeated  O'Dowd,  as 
the  deep  glow  <^  indignation  restored  the 
rich  carnation  to  his  cheek ;  ''  to  Scotland 
we  canm>t  go,  till  you,  major,  have  comr 
pleted  your  tw^ty-thtrd  year." 

*«  Nor 
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**.Nor  wizard,  nor  warlock,  nor  all  the 
fimded  power  of  necromancy,  shall  prevent 
me!  My  determination  is  fixed  as  fate. 
Don't  look  so  like  an  owlet,  O'Dowd,  for 
to  Scotland  I  wiU  go !" 

**  Don't  speak  so  loud,  major,"  cried 
CDowd,  hastily ;  "  we  are  surrounded  by 
old  Beelzebub  and  his  imps ;  every  word 
we  spoke,  so  secret  and  so  softly,  he  was 
well  acquainted  with.  Groing  to  Scotland 
is  quite  impossible  at  present ;  the  wizard 
swore  you  should  not,  and  he  made  me 
swear  it  too,  if  I  could  prevent  it  I  was 
taken  out  of  my  bed,  overpowered  with 
that  unnatural  heavy  sleep,  as  usual,  when 
the  necromancer  chooses  to  give  me  a 
pandemoniac  lodging,  to  please  his  own 
demoniac  fancy.  When  I  awoke,  I  per- 
ceived I  had  been  removed  to  my  old 
apartment  in  the  wizard's  castle.  His 
beautiful  paintings  I  could  not  mistake ; 
the  pastimes  of  Pandemonium  decorated 
the  walls,  and  blazing  torches,  with  horrid 
glare,  gave  to  view  eveiy  infernal  counte- 
nance. 
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nanoe,  varied  in  hideous  ugUoeBa.  B&nde 
me  growled  the  wizard,  himself  the  web 
hideous  of  the  infamal  group. — ^  So,  Mr. 
Hugh  O'Dowd/  he  began, '  Solomon  the 
wise  and  you  intend  to  go  to  Sootlanfll  in 
a  few  weeks ;  but  he  shall  not  have  the 
pleasure  of  your  company ;  and  what:  i^ 
more,  squire  Hugh»  major  Fadkenbam^shaQ 
not  go  wenching  to  Seottand  himself' — 
'  It  isno  wenchiog,'  cried  1^. '  but  fiiithibl^ 
honourable  love,  and  I  defy  the  devilmid 
all  his  works,  and  so  does  raiyoi!  Paakeoh 
ham ;'  and  I  b^m  to  pray  out,  laudi*-- 
'  Hold  your  ton^e,  you  tormenting  pup- 
py!' roared  the  necromam^r.;  '  leave  off 
your  canting  thisfm^ment,  and  mind  what 
I  say.  .  If  you;  promise  not  to  go  to  Scot- 
land, or  the  major,  if  you  can  prevent  it,  till 

I  choose ' — *  And  pray,  Mr.  Conjure, 

when  will  your  high  mightiness  {dease  to 
license  what  you,  cannot  prevent,  fbr  go  to 
Scotland  we  will,  in  spite  o£  the  devil  and 
doctor  Faustus.'--X)h>  msgpr  !Pfkckenhamf 
had.  you.  heaid ,  his  lau^>  so/wild,  so>  hste* 


008,  SO  exultlog,  it  chiUed  the  fife^Uood 
gbwing  at  my  heart.-^'  You  will?'  broke 
from  his  wizard  lips,  with  sudi  sarcastic 
heUishnesSi  the  demoniac  sound  still  ¥i* 
brates  in  my  ear ;  then  resumiog  his  usuid 
monotony  of  accent—*  Mark  what  I  say^ 
O'Dowd,  for  I  have  something  of  moce 
consequence  at  present  to  employ  me  than 
attending  to  what  such  a  canting  idiot  can 
say,  when  my  determination  is.  already 
taken.  You  must  not  only  promise  but 
swear  to  give  up  every  idea  of  going  to 
Scotland,  till  major  Fackenham  is  twenty- 
three,  and  to  exert  your  energies,  Mr. 
O'Dowd,  to  prevent  him  also ;  if  you  com* 
ply  with  this  my  desire,  I  will  send  you 
back  in  six  weeks.  You  should  return 
to-morrow,  only  I  don't  choose  to  humour 
the  rebelHous-spirited  major.'  Half  asleep, 
and  wholly  irritated,  I  set  the  conjuror 
and  his  threats  at  defiance ;  bedlam  was  a 
trifle  to  us  bothi  and  it  ended  by  oU  Beel- 
zebub. shaking  and  pounding  the  li&  aih 

moat' out  of  mfif.  as  usual.    Suddenly  he^ 

grew 
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grew  quite  calm,  and  desired  I  might  un- 
cover my  head,  for  I  had  rolled  the  bed- 
dothes  tightly  round,  to  prevent  my  eyes 
from  being  clawed  out,  or  he  would  make 
me. — *  Can  you  tell  what  book  is  this/ 
said  the  wizard;  sternly,  *  I  hold  in  my 
hand  ?*— r*  You  plague  of  Egypt,  you  tor- 
ment beyond  expression  and  endurance,  to 
be  sure  I  can — ^it  is  the  Bible ;  but  how  it 
came  into  your  company,  is  the  eighth 
wonder  of  the  world.' — *  Then  hear  me  so- 
lemnly swear !'  and  he  pressed  it  with  great 
fervour  to  his  lips,  *  if  you  don't  comply 
with  my  wishes,  I  will  bring  you  to  a 
strange  country,  where  you  shall  neither 
see  or  hear  from  major  Packenham,  or 
from  any  one  you  ever  knew,  for  a  year 
at  least,  perhaps  for  ever ;  but  if  you  are 
obedient  in  that  time,  I  will  restore  him 
to  his  family,  for  he  will  one  day  be  an 
earl,  and  you  to  your  parents.' 

"  What  could  I  do,  major  ?  there  was 
no  use  in  standing  out  against  him,  though 
I  firmly  believe  he  has  kidnapped  us  both. 

When 


Wiiei  Urn  iriziod  Iiad  wompIUied  bm 

Aifi  ¥^  aioicmii  Hagb,  to  «m  ]fQur  ftMid 
the  major;  but  yeu  will  aoi;  kmnv  Uf  fine 
fi^ip  timt  tf  a  ^raDgor;  remtmbcir  <fta^, 

sqaiw  Hoglu'  He  then  piilt  tliit  briUonvt 
fapoodi  in  my  kand,  dwring,  I  diould 
nther  say  eomiiuaidingt  me  te  w«r  it  omi* 
iStsmHy  m  remeiDbiance  of  my  aatii.«^^  SiK 
wefkft  hence  a  caniage  will  oQDV0;f  you 
vrithin  a  few  yaords  et  I^eweUyo  Caatke; 
vrhen  you  awaken  to^aranrow^  yoa  wiU  fae 
in  Packenham  Hall.  I  have  ordered  the 
housekeeper,  Mrs.  Waters,  to  take  good 
caT?  pf  yQU,  aiul  vot  to  be  impertinently 
c;unw&*9  wd  BE^wk  i»e  wejl,  0'D9^wd-^-4ii»k 

• 

no  questions;  wakci  neitber  c»mm«ntw 
^9wy  ],  ^ugb  ffuitlesi^  they  wiU  offend 
lae,  Mrs,  W^t^fi  is  equaHy  igwownt  ^f 
ny  per^Ein  aa  ir>y  tnt^tiona :  be  9ilwt;«Dd 
f^,  ^r  yo^x  e^ile  &€<n  bim^  an  Vk»j(^ 
V9i^m^9m  ealk  it>  sbatt  >»  prcqpwtMAcd 
to  jiQftir  ^W^bedieMe.^ 

**  My  1^»4,  tbe  cscpjiiiw  »«^w  aimfi 
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near  me  any  more^  and  his  visits  were 
most  cheerfully  dispensed  with.  A  hired 
chaise,  faithful  to  the  wizard's  promise, 
brought  me  here ;  and  during  my  stay  at 
Packenham  Hall  I  asked  no  questions ;  the 
penalty  for  disobedience  was  too  severe." 
The  following  morning  major  Packen- 
ham  found  a  letter  on  his  pillow — **  What 
new  torment  now  ?"  and  he  felt  more  than 
half  inclined  to  burn  without  perusing  it, 
and  with  a  heart  determined  to  rebel^  be 
tore  open  the  unwelcome  letter. 


^  Mr.  Percy  Packenham,  I  sup- 
pose you  are  now  satisfied ;  your  friend 
and  confident  and  counsellor  is  restored  to 
your  longing  eyes.  I  am  astonished  at 
my  own  lenity,  that  left  a  tongue  in  his 
head  to  plot  •  and  cabal,  and  give  imper- 
tinence  to  his  betters.  So,  Mr.  Packen- 
ham, you  intended  to  pack  ofi*  to  Soot- 
land  with  Hugh  Hopeful,  your  squire, 
and  get  married ;  but  I  chose  to  stop  your 

career, 
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career,  my  elegant  major :  I  have  written 
to  your  father-elect;  he  h  content  to  wait 
my  leisure.  I  could  not  avoid  declaring 
my  astonishment,  that  a  man  so  nobly 
allied  should  give  his  only  child,  a  young 
beauty — a  rich  heiress,  to  a  young  fellow 
who  had  not  a  kindred  tie  that  he  knew 
of  on  earth.  I  will  not  gratify  your  cu- 
riosity  by  repeating  his  answer ;  but  he 
shall  lose  nothing  by  his  civility,  and  I 
hope  you  will  never  give  him  cause  to 
alter  his  good  opinion,  to  put  the  little  girl 
in  good  humour,  for  I  dare  say  she  is  sul- 
ky enough  at  not  seeing  her  smooth-faced 
Joe.  I  have  sent  her  a  set  of  as  fine 
emeralds  as  money  could  purchase — as 
beautiful  pearls  as  ever  braided  hair  as 
bright  and  glossy  as  her  own ;  and  tell  that 
foolish  fellow  O'Dowd,  I  have  not  forgot- 
ten his  bonny  Mabel ;  you  will  hear  both 
from  Rosa  and  her  father  in  a  few  days, 
and  if  they  are  contented,  I  see  no  cause 
you  have  to  be  dissatisfied.  It  is  my  de- 
sire—my command,  you  remain  where 

d3  you 
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you  are  at  present,  and  pay  the  moal  do* 
tiful  attention  to  lard  Coldbvodc;  aheif 
bim  this  letter,  and  as  I  l^aye  not  men* 
tioned  the  name  of  yoiu?  intended  bride, 
he  will  perceive  I  wish  to  keep  it  seccet 
I  interdict  all  conversation  on  the  subject. 
Tell  your  cousin  Henry,  tbat  Jezebel  the 
first  and  Jezebel  the  second,  the  aignora 
and  the  duchess,  shall  have  no  power  to 
injure  the  golden  l^ir  that  curU  over 
tlie  innocent  head  of  his  RosabeL  She 
is  blooming  and  happy,  surrounded  by 
friends  who  have  the  will  and  the  pow^ 
%o  protect  hen" 


In  no  very  happy  temper  major  Facken- 
ham  entered  the  bfeakfast-rooin  with  this 
letter  In  bis  hand.  Lord  Coldbrook  smit 
ed  9tt  the  lordly  manner  o£  the  writ»,  that 
would  be  obeyed  and  soothed  the  hal^ 
rebellious  mind  o£  Im  young  friend  into 
obedience. 

Tiie  ^scin^ting  manners  of  the  sigmm 

da 


dfa  Cortina,  Gomtnned  with  her  musical 
diiKties,  her  soft  humility,  her  ardent  de- 
sire to  please,  imperceptibly  won  on  the 
good  opihion  of  lady  Glenfield ;  and  th6 
ducliess,  anxious  to  secure  such  powerful 
protection  for  her  mother,  treated  lord 
OiliDgton  with  the  most  witching  kind- 
ness, whose  self-love,  at  all  times  suffi- 
ciently buoyant,  taught  his  lordship  to 
believe  his  conquest  over  the  heart  of  the 
beautiful  widow  was  secure. 

«  Only  think,"  said  lady  EUesmefe, «  wd 
We  been  nearly  four  months  in  Iiielahd; 
I  declare  it  seems  scarcely  a  week,  we  werft* 
so  gay  and  so  happy.  The  dear  O'BriefaS 
are  the  best  of  all  good  creature?,  atid  ^if 
Arthur  O'Dwyer  is  quite  a  treasure.  LAdy 
Glenfield  and  I  were  talking  over  hife  evil 
dent  attachment  to  yoU,  sighoi^,  ^nd  the 
surprise  we  felt  at  hist  not  diskih^  op^iily 
for  that  fair  hahd,  he  iseem^  to  gtiard  is6 
sedulously  from  Biher^  W6  iti^pect  ihefg 
is  m\  some  Irisfi  ^de  dr  trisft  {ti^jiidicd 
lurkmg  bl  hi§  btm,  Whi^  phsvehts  hiiii; 

D  3  and 
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and  lady  Glenfidd;  now  completely  b!^ 
sured  of  the  cruel  injustice  with  which  you 
have  been  treated^  signora,  is  most  anx- 
ious to  make  every  atonement  in  her 
power  to  her  who  bore  with  sainted  meek- 
ness so  much  ill  treatment ;  and  wlrile  we 
proudly  boast  Frances  of  Dunbane  is  our 
relative,  her  preceptress  shall  not.be  oblig- 
ed to  hide  her  head  in  shame  and  sorrow : 
though  always  a  favoured  and  welcome 
guest  at  the  viceregal  lodge  at  the  Park, 
you  have  not  yet,,  signora,  been  presented 
at  the  Castle.  In  March,  on  Saint  Pa- 
trick's day,  her  excellency,  lady  Glenfield, 
has  consented  to  receive  you  on  my  intro- 
duction ;  sir  Arthur  then  can  be  no  longer, 
fastidious,  and  I  shall  soon  hope  to  sdute. 
you,  dearest  signora,  as  lady  O'Dwyer." 

"  The  marriage  of  the  signora  is  now 
quite  determined  on,"  said  the  smiling 
Frances ;  "  but  when  are  we  to  have  that 
of  the  marquis  and  lady  Rosabel?  they 
seem  sufficiently  enamoured  of  each  othen 
When  is  it  to  be,  lord  EUesmere  ?" 

His 
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His  lordship  looked  uneasy — ^*  You 
know,  Frances,  we  must  wait  Heatherly'^ 
Idsure ;  he  will  have  eveiy  thing  his  own 
way." 

^  Heatherly,"  said  the  countess,  wheii 
the  marquis  came  into  the  room,  **  there 
is  a  question  in  debate,  in  which  you  have 
the  casting  voice ;  do  make  u&  acquainted 
with  your  determination  ?'' 

^  Before  I  know  the  question,  must  I 
give  an  answer  ?  is  not  this,  my  fair  aunt, 
unreasonable?'"  and  he  playfully  kissed  her 
hand. 

*•  Well  then  the  question  is — ^when  ar^ 
you  to  be  married  to  Rosabel  ?" 

'*  On  the  day  she  becomes  of  age,  I  claim 
her  promised  hand.  We  have  just  been 
conversing  on  the  subject  My  gentle  Ro- 
sabel combines  the  wisdom  of  the  serpent 
with  the  innocence  of  the  dove ;  sensible 
beyond  her  years,  my  rebellious  will  was 
obliged  to  yield  accordance  to  her  bettar 
judgment. — ^  By  waiting  a  few  months^ 
Heatherly,  I  shall  take  off  every  odium 

D  4  from 
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SrotA  my  ftdieri  My  dwit  fiee  act  dm- 
not  rrtamp  him  ivith  breach  of  ftith  ai»i 
Woken  hcnottr ;  my  awn  ftee  aet  wiU  pie^ 
serve  you  from  the  resentment  of  lord 
Fitteubartie  and  hh  &ther,  domestic  feuds 
will  be  avoided^  and  peace,  and  happiness^ 
and  Heatherly  be  mine !'  Nar  did  I  peirt 
from  the  lovdiy  and  beloved  pleader » tiH  I 
gave  my  sacred  hmioiit*  to  moke  her  iHiM 
only  on  b^  own  t^tttiB.  And  noW|  thy 
dear  aunt,  your  qu^itlon  ii^  findly  answer^ 
ed,  without  any  debating  ^  my  p^n**^ 

**  Rosa  is  right,  perfectly  right,"  said  lord 
Elleiitiere,  who  Mt  a  h*avy  W«%ht  re- 
moved  from  his  h^art.    *  Thii  &<»  of  b^, 

no  free,  do  UMonti^oIl^,  will  le^im  nothing 
fbr  malignity  to  cavil  at  of^  wndema.'* 

the  fair  duchess  sweetly  ^mitod  ammt\ 
while  disappointment^  with  comNdff 
»niart|  rankled  in  her  bottom  at  thii  length^ 
€«i€d  di»lay,  for  she  could  cherish  no  hopt 
ctf  b«coming  tho  wife  of  Fit^aubumi^^ 
white  Roei^l  remained  unmarried. 
/  Tb^  Htxt  day  lady  Bdittbd  ftlt  ill  and 

V  feverish, 
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feverilfa,  atid  uiUtble  td  Idave  her  rootn. — 
'*  I  dbtre  Mj  sbe  will  be  quite  well  to^ 
montow^"  said  lady  EUesmeret  *'  I  am 
quite  sCMTj  Bosa  dbnnot  cdme  with  U6  to* 
day,  they  have  always  such  delightful 
parties  at  lord  Conblly's."* 

The  marquis  sighed  heavily. 

**  Dorft  look  so  doleful,  Heatherly ; 
where  are  you  going  to  ?" 

**  I  am  going  first,  lady  Ellesmere,  to 
send  my  excuses  to  lord  Cbnolly,  and  then 
toprevail  on  the  kind-hearted  Mrs.  O'Biien 
to  visit  ray  poor  deserted  Rosabel." 

"  How  very  extraordinary  George  Hea- 
therly is !  I  suppose  he  expected  we  should 
all  remain  at  home,  to  weep  and  wail  over 
Rosabel's  headache,"  said  the  countess,  with 
fretfur  vexation ;  "I  defclare  his  prosing 
fits  are  quite  tormenting  " 

Mrs.  O'Briefn  accorded  with  maternal 
soUcithde  to  the  wishes  of  the  marquis.. 

"  I  ani  going,"  said  the  colonel,  "  to 
6t6^hen*s  Green :  with  your  permission, 
ttiarquisy  I  will  call  on  my  cousin  doc^ 

d5  tor 
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tor  Clements ;  I  have  the  utmost  reli^ 
ance  on  his  professional  skill  r  and  the  ur-* 
hanity  of  his  manners  will,  I  am  eertain, 
meet  the  approbation  of  your  gentle  cou* 


*  sin." 


I  feel  infinitely  obliged  for  your  kind- 
ness, colonel ;  any  relative  of  yours  must 
be  good  and  estimable;  to  his  skUful  carei 
with  happy  confidence,  I  resign  my  sweet 
Rosabel.'* 

The  marquis  paced  the  drawing-room 
with  a  heavy  heart,  till  the  return  of  doc- 
tor Clements  from  the  apartment  of  Rosa- 
bel ;  anxiety  and  dread  furrowed  his  youth- 
ful brow,  as  he  asked  the  opinion  of  the 
benevolent  physician. 

"  The  young  lady,  I  have  every  rea- 
son to  hope,  will  be  perfectly  well  in  a 
few  day$ ;  but,  my  lord,  if  you  wish  to 
present  lord  Fitzauburne  with  a  healthy 
heir,  the^e  racketting  parties  must,  in  a 
great  measure,  be  laid  aside.  You  look 
astonished,  marquis ;  but  I  was  acquainted 
with  the  marriage  of  lady  Rosabel^  as  we 

must 
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must  still  eall  her»  previous  to  the  arrival 
of  her  ladyship  in  this  country;  we  have  a 
friendly  goblin  in  our  fiunily,  under  whose 
banners  we  serve,  as  he  directs  the  lady^ 
Rosabel."  - 

The  bewildered  marquis,  as  he  made  his> 
acknowledgments,  endeavoured  to  place'  a 
very  liberal  fee  in  the  hand  of  doctor  Cle^ 

ments- 

•*  No,  no,  my  ford,  this  cannot  be;  we 
have  all  our  regular  parts  assigned  us.- 
You  may  call  us  legion,  for  we  are  many, 
though  not  ill-minded  demons.    My  task 
is  to  watch  over  the  health  of  this  most 
interesting  young  creature;  and  to  cour 
vince  your  lordship,  if  possible,  that  any 
attempt  to  find  out  our  secret  will  be  un-* 
availing;  at  the  same  time  we  should  feel 
grateful  if  we  could  obtain  your  lordship's 
implicit  confidence,,  without  suspicion  and 
without  inquiry;   your  lordshipj  on  re- 
flection, will,  I  am  certain^do  us  the  jus- 
tice to  believe  that  we  have  no  object  in 
view,,  but  to  protfect  innocence  and  virtue 

J}  Q,  fromj 
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mf  lofd  tn^nto ;  oolMid  O'Bri^b  dfld  htt 
son  have  promised  to  dine  with  m^  as  Mrs. 
O'lMm  hu  lAgfiifiod  her  httentiotl  <if  hot 
ksvillg  hfet  interesting  jnmng  iUoid  tiU 
sh6  is  o&ni^oted  for  the  night ;  and  I  have 
every  reason  to  believe,  if  my  directions  are 
fiiUoiMd,  whidl  Mts.  O'Brien's  caie  t^ill 
iMvd  put  dottbt^  that  after  to-inomiw^ 
xny  servioes  as  a  phjrsiciati  will  be  no  longet 

Tedft  dp  tbrnikfulnef^s  and  gratitadu 
sprang  to  the  eyds  of  the  high-spirited 
Heath^y^  as  he  took  the  o£knd  hand  of 
the  kitad^hesirted  doctor  Q^mentd.-^*'  My 
£»ith|  my  cSDAfld^mtt,  is  aU  your  own ;  but 
I  f#^l  tin^qual^  ev^n  in  wurds^  to  pay  the 
heavy  debt  df  gratitude  I  owe  you.^ 

At  five  d'ddck  youiig  OBri^  cftUed  oa 
the  ffl^quii^,  and  thi?y  went  together  td 
Stepheii*i5  OreeH>  ^hei^e  the  cotDnel  bad 
HHiVdd  before  them. 

**  I  asked 
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*"  I  asked  nr  Atthilr  O'DWjer  to  meet 
you  here  to-day,  cousin  Cornelius,"  said 
the  doctor,  with  all  the  nationality  of  voioe 
and  aoeent  for  whidb  the  Wwthy  batonet* 
\va9  so  remarkaUe^  **  but  be  must  beau  it 
With  the  beautiful  signora  to  my  lord  Co^ 
noHy's ;  the  time  was  when  it  would  take 
a  good  cable  rope  to  drag  him  there ;  but 
now  the  bright  eye  of  the  lovely  Italian 
is  his  guiding  star,  and  loVe  has  made  him 
a  complete  gosshawk  in  his  thirtieth  year." 

"  A  jackass,  you  should  say,  doctor :  can 
he  really  intend  to  marry  this  artful  yet 
findnating  signora?" 

"  Heaven  forbid !"  said  the  greatly-agi- 
tated marquis ;  "  colonel  O'Brien,  I  owe 
too  many  oUigations  to  your  family,  to 
allow  this  simple  unsuspecting  baronet  to 
become  the  dupe  of  an  artful  wanton* 
The  fair,  th^  polished  exterior  of  this 
worthless  woman,  conceals  a  heart  as  de^ 
praved  as  ever  beat  in  the  bosom  of  an 
infidel.  Let  the  confusion  I  feel,  in  ac- 
knowledging this  Italian  as  the  associate 

of 
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of  my  guileless  aunt^  on  whose  fair  fame 
the  breath  of  scandal  never  rested  for  a 
moment,  selected  too  by  her  husband^ 
plead  my  apology  for  not  being  more  ex- 
plicit. Refer  sir  Arthur  to  me — I  can  rely 
on  his  honoiu- — he  will  not  betray  a  secret^ 
which  I  only  reveal  to  save  him  from  mii- 
sery  and  dishonour-" 

"  No,  my  noble-minded  young  friend," 
said  the  colonel,  pressing  his  hand  with 
glowing  ardour,  "  your  feelings  shall  not 
be  tried  too  severely.  To  gratify  doctor 
Clements,  I  have  made  this  experiment  of 
your  worth.  Infidel,  what  say  you  now? 
there  is  perfection  under  the  sun." 

Forgive  me,  marquis,"  said  the  doctor; 

if  I  thought  family  pride  or  family  feel- 
ing might  make  you  unwilling  to  confess 
that  infamy  was  associated  in  the  bosom 
of  your  femily,  few  would  be  so  candid ; 
but  why  should  your  lordship  be  surprised 
at  what  every  one  believes  that  is  not  ac- 
quainted with  the  secrets  of  our  secret 

committee?    I  saw  that  sir  Arthur  adr- 

mired. 


mired  and  was  amused  by  the  signora  da 
Coffma;  but  I  hoped  and  believed  that 
pride  of  birth  would  prevent  the  baronet 
from  givb^  his  name  to  this  foreigner^ 
whose  best  acknowledged  rank  is  gover- 
ness to  Miss  Selwyn^  now  the  widowed 
duchess  of  Dunbane ;  her  father  was  my 
relation^  yet  the  greatest  compliment  I  can 
pay  his  memory,  is  to  let  it  rest  for  ever  ii> 
the  grave.  To  save  your  kinsman  from 
this  dishonourable  alliance,  I  would  have 
home  the  blush  of  shame  for  the  living, 
and  raked  the  ashes  of  the  dead ;  but  1  am 
now  ready  to  confess  myself  both  an*  ass 
and  a  gosshawk." 

"  Had  I  recollected  our  conversation  of 
the  morning,  I  might  have  known^  doctor 
Clements,  that  you  were  well  acquainted 
with  every  occurrence  in  our  family ;  but 
I  was  shocked  and  surprised  into  the  ex*- 
planation  by  the  serious  manner  of  colonel 
O'Brien.  I  should  be  miserable  if  I  thought 
the  guileless  baronet  could  be  duped  by 
this  artful  wanton." 

"To 
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^  To  set  your  heart  at  rest,  marquis^  sip 
Arthur  is  acting  a  part,  and  he  acts  it  to 
perfection.  The  task  assigned  him  was  to 
keep  the  mind  of  the  signora  engaged,  to 
remain  constantly  near  her,  that  the  Ita- 
fian  might  not  have  leisure  to  harass  or 
oppress,  which  she  might  do  in  a  thousand 
ways,  without  your  knowledge^  the  gentle 
unootDplaining  Rosa.  When  our  ta^k  is 
accomplished,  marquis,  you  will  be  made 
acquainted  with  as  fanciful  a  history  as 
was  ever  given  credence  to,  or  fastened  on 
th^  briiin  of  lord  Coldbrook,  the  great 
grandfather  of  your^  cousin  lord  Fitzau- 
burne." 

In  a  few  days  lady  Rosabel  was  suffi- 
ciently recovered  to  leave  her  room ;  but 
doctor  Clements  mentioned  to  lady  EUes* 
mere  the  youthful  Rosa  must  give  up  for 
some  time  late  hours  and  crowded  rooms ; 
and  it  would  be  totally  impossible  for  the 
lady  Rosabel  to  venture  abroad  for  some 
weeks,  except  in  a  carriage,  merely  to  take 
the  air. 

«  Rosabel 
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^  Rosabel  will  b^  so  li3iKe^me^  ^3^toti^ 
said  the  countess,  fretfully,  **  for  you  know 
we  eanntdt  ^tay  moping  at  home  to  ke^ 
her  cotnpsoiy." 

"  That  is  certainly  optional  with  your 
ladyship,  biit  I  have  serious  apprehensidns 
of  a  decline ;  and  if  lady  Eosabel  continues 
this  dissipated  mode  of  life^  the  most  fatal 
consequences  muat  follow/* 

^  I  don't  kn<^w  what  you  mean,  doctor^ 
by  dissipation  ;  We  lire  like  other  peoplti 
^ftidbion ;  ind  this  Mode  itf  llfis  ttgltees 

V6iy  weU  With  thi;  diidiett  of  Duaban^^ 
Witheat  any  pl6gu^  or  proiiHg ;  and  het 
gMdi  is  scarcely  twt>  yeaft  iM»  thtti  tU^ 
tabeL'* 

"^  The  e^iuititutlon  of  thi  yt)iing  ladi^a 
M  ^tremely  dissimiian"  said  doctor  C^ 
inenta,  with  pointed  meaning;  ''  but  If 
youi"  ladyship  will  force  lady  Hosabfel  into 
late  bourd  and  raeketting  ptttieSi  the  £iult 
ii  not  mine ;  but  I  wisAi  to  deat  my  pro^ 
feaAcmal  chatacter  from  any  a^iertion  that 
may  hereaftar  be  thrown  «ti  it,  and  I  shalt 

take 
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take  the  liberty  to  make  known  my  opinion 
to  the  marquis  of  Heatberlyf'  and  the 
doctor  made  his  parting  bow,  with  no  tri* 
fling  degree  of  hauteur  in  his  look  and 
manner. 

"  I  declare,''  said  the  countess,  "  that 
doctor  Clements  is  a  most  impertinent  old 
fright ;  only  1  don't  like  to  offend  dear  sir 
Arthur,  and  the  good-natured  O'Briens, 
be  should  never  show  his  disagreeable  &ce 
here  again ;  I  am  sure  he  is  a  methodisf 
or  a  presby  terian,  he  keeps  such  prosing 
and  canting  about  dissipation  aad  late 
hpurs.  I  suppose  the  next  thing  he  will 
do  i&  to  make  George  Heatherly  stay  mopr 
ing  at  home  like  an  owl,  when  he  should 
^liven  us  with  his  society  abroad.  We 
nsissed  him  so  much  at  lord  Conolly's^ 
there  was  nothii»g  but  lamentations  for  his 
absence.  I  wonder  what  keeps  sir  Arthur 
ODwyer,"  ccHrtinued  the  countess,  with 
fretful  impatience ;  ^'  he  promised  to  be 
here  early,  to  go  wil;h  us  to  the  viceregal 
lodge.    He  promised  too  to  sing  an  eni* 

tiie 
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tire  Irish  song  at  lady  Glenfield*s  concert 
to-night.  I  hope  doctor  Owlet  has  not 
got  hold  of  the  haronet,  to  put  mischief  in 
his  head ;  I  am  sure  he  was  ready  to  beat 
us  all  before  he  went  away ;  I  declare  he 
looked  quite  spiteful ;  I  am  half  afraid  of 
the  cranky  old  savage.** 

Sir  Arthur  O'Dwyer  came  at  last,  and 
was  most  abundant  in  his  apologies  for 
delay  ;.  his  lamentations  for  the  ill  health 
of  lady  Rosabel  were  unbounded. — **  My 
cousin  doctor  Clements  was  saying  he  was 
afraid  of  a  gallopping  consumption,  so  I 
did  not  hurry,  my  lady,  for  I  thought  you 
would  not  be  for  going  out,  my  lady ;  but 
I  am  glad  to  see  you  look  so  beautiful  andr 
so  happy,  when  I  thought  you  would  not 
have  an  eye  in  your  head  for  crying ;  but 
maybe  the  sweet  child  is  not  so  bad,  after 
all,  as  he  was  making  believe.'* 

"  Really,  sir  Arthur,  that  cousin  oC 
yours  is  enough  to  provoke  a  saint,  with 
his  preaching  and  his  prosing.  Rosabel 
looks  well  and  healthy,  say  what  he  will ; 

aad 


dud  Otily  for  your  sake,  iit  Atthm^  I  wouM 
ti^^ef  desire  to  see  the  toirnlenting  old 
fright  again.*' 

•*  Tormenting  old  fright,  my  lady  T  re- 
peated sir  Arthur  ♦,  ••  well  now  that  h 
very  extraordinary,  to  my  mind,  my  lady, 
that  a  high-bred  lady,  like  yOu,  should 
condescend  to  call  nicknames  \  for  I  will^ 
take  the  liberty  to  prove,  ray  lady,  that  he 
does  not  deserve  any  one  of  them  in  reat 
earnest ;  in  the  j^rst  place,  as  to  torm^t- 
ihg^  it  is  the  general  character  of  doctor 
Clements  to  cure  in  perfection  all  kinds  of 
torments  incident  to  the  human  body,  sucfr 
as  fever  and  ague,  gout  and  rheumatism ; 
an4  for  curing  the  colic,  my  lady,  he  is  a 
nonpareil;  and  for  being  oldj  my  lady^ 
linder  ikvour,  that  is  all  a  mistake,  for  he 
is  four  years  younger  than  my  cousin  Cor- 
nelius, who  is  not  fifty  yet ;  though  being 
a  little  weather-beaten^  or  so,  makes  him 
look  older  \  and  as  td  his  being  a  fright^ 
my  lady,  oh,  he  is  all  perfection !" 

**  Dear  sir  AKbur^"  said  the  inpatient 

and 


Md  provoke^  hdj  EHesmero,  '<  he  it  the 
nonpaieSI  of  cofic  and  fever;  but  we  can* 
not  stay  now  to  discuss  the  merits  of  doc- 
tor Clements — ^we  shall  be  quite  too  late 
at  the  Park.'' 

^  And  sir  Arthur  is  too  good  a  suli^eot,'' 
said  the  signora,  with  witching  softness, 
^^  to  keefx  her  excellency  waiting  dinner  for 


us:' 


8if  Aftibur  kissed  the  fair  band  of  the 
signoia  wit^  old-fashioned  gallantly^  and 
bowed  very  low  to  lady  EUesmere. — i^  I 
am  veady  to  attend  you,  my  hdy,  naw  I 
have  convinced  you,  my  lady,  that  my 
oousm,  doctor  Cleii^nts,  is  aB  peifeeticm, 
instead  of  a  prosing  old  fright,  my  lady.** 

The  appearance  of  the  marquis,  ready  to 
join  their  party,  completely  harmonized 
the  temper  of  lady  EUesmere.  He  had 
left  his  sweet  Rosabel  under  ihe  maternal 
care  of  Mrs.  O'Brien,  who  had  sent  her 
excuse  to  the  Park,  to  watch  over  the 
health  of  her  interesting  young  frien  J. 

**  To  my  mind,"  said  sir  Arthur,  "  Mrs. 

O'Brien 
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O'Brien  is  worthy  of  having  children,  for 
she  feels  and  acts  like  a  mother :  not 
meaning  any  o£fence  to  you,  my  lady,  who 
are  so  much  better  informed  on  every  sub^ 
ject  than  we  ignorant  Irish,  who  too  often 
follow  the  impulse  of  the  heart,  without 
ever  consulting  the  head." 

"I  knew  very  well,"  thought  the  coun- 
tess, "  that  odious  doctor  Clements  would 
put  mischief  into  his  head ;  I  declare  he  has 
made  sir  Arthur  almost  as  cranky  as  him- 
self" 

The  signora  exerted  all  her  powers  of 
&scination ;  and  the  baronet  was  soon  re* 
stored  to  his  native  gaiety  and  good  hu- 
mour. 


t*  t 
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CHAPTER  IV. 


I%e  viceregal  Concert 

**  My  lady  lieutenant,"  said  sir  Arthur, 
with  his  usual  number  of  bows,  "  I  took 
the  liberty  to  desire  a  young  cousin  of 
mine  to  come  this  evening,  and  sing  at 
your  excellency's  concert;  he  only  came 
from  England  yesterday,  and  I  hope  he 
will  be  quite  agreeable  to  your  excellency, 
my  lady  lieutenant,  as  he  has  the  very  fine 
kind  of  tenor  voice  your  excellency  was 
wishing  for  a  day  or  two  ago." 

"  I  feel  infinitely  obliged  by  your  kind* 
ness,  sir  Arthur ;  but  your  bringing  him 
here  to  dinner  would  have  enhanced  the 
obligation ;  any  relative  of  yours  must  al« 
ways  be  a  welcome  guest  here." 

B^ore  sir  Arthur  could  express  the  gra- 

titude 


i$  mam  m  wsfof Axesa. 

titude  be  really  felt  for  this  condescending 
kindness  of  lady  Glenfield,  lord  Orlington, 
with  a  stare  of  contempt,  asked  the  baro- 
net if  bis  yoang  oousdn  was  a  public  singer 
or  a  music-master  ? 

**  Neither,  my  lord,"  replied  sir  Arthur, 
with  calm  iii^ifipbrenfie;  ^^  b$  w^l  bom,  like 
many  a  worthless  puppy,  to  a  good  estate, 
and  be  hfisi  qot  yet  learned  to  $ing  eqprpty 
ppclceita  by  sbf^l^ii]^  his  elbow^i.  IKis 
fatber^  my  lady  ]^eutei^/^1;»  y^m  a  gefV 
tifivgim  to4  a  si)it<^^  a«d  died  ^  thefii^ 
of  ^t|)^  l^ti^  &r  bi»  liing  mi  W 
vov^fy,  a^  ^  <J»ty  boi^pd,  and  I  vmM 

fAym  y^m  m  a.  ftiefl4  wy  Iprd  Qrl«glf», 
9fi  yoii  vajue  wbcile  bon^  no*  to  b»  ovciv 
|(^  ^  ci^Ung  nk^nwoea  to.  bis  &lhfr')^ 
son ;  it  is  a  ^m%  ikttbig  neither  ta  give 
or  tQ  ^^  W.  <^nc^" 

fe  the  f^rening  sir  Aftfeur  entered  the 
n[^li^T^<@03^  a  yowig  man  kilning  on  Us 
w^  m  y^^im^  jpy^^.  eptmtenance  tbrw^- 
ed  all  the  l^^rea  aM  graces;  hii  figme 
ra^bt.bf»9e»siQjr¥edM  a  moddtfoi^ tine  young 

Adonis^ 
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Adonis,  and  his  happy  smile  beamed  love 
and  joy. 

Sir  Arthur,  with  no  trifling  degree  of 
exultation  in  his.  look  and  manner,  pre- 
sented him  to  lady  Glenfield  as  his  cousin, 
Frank  Hammersley,  and  then  paraded  him 
round  to  lady  EUesmere  and  her  party, 
who  received  him,  to  gratify  sir  Arthur, 
with  the  most  marked  and  flattering  at- 
tention ;  and  young  Hammersley,  with 
a  countenance  beaming  admiration,  took 
his  station  beside  the  juvenile  widow. 

'^  Now  that  is  just  as  it  ought  to  be,  my 
lady  duchess,"  said  sir  Arthur,  rubbing  his 
hands  in  high  glee, ''  you  have  got  a  beau 
just  fit  for  your  youth  and  your  beauty.  I 
often  thought  it  a  pity  your  grace  should 
be  always  stuck  up  beside  an  old  married 
man,  that  will,  one  of  these  days,  be  a 
grandfather.  My  lord  EUesmere,  I  am 
sure,  will  be  very  much  obliged  to  my 
young  cousin  Frank,  to  take  the  trouble 
off  his  hands,  seeing  it  is  more  natural  for 
his  Icnrdship  to  prefer  sitting  beside  his  own 

VOL.  II.  '  £  beautiful 
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li^^Uful  wife,.  wl»a  \fidk&  more  thffx  t^ 
years  younger  than  himself;  not  buj^  it 
was  wiy  gc¥?|J»n»ture4  of  my  lord  EUes- 
m^re,  $^u^  as.  he  did,  to  be  sure^  th^ 
9Vi^^iQii  you  had  to  youip  red-beaded  a»^ 
sm,  lybo,  ta  my  mix^l,  is  no  way  agr?eabk 
to  tflike  off  ^00)  bjs.  ygfiness.'' 

'<  Wh^^  cm  earth  is  tb,^  baronet  abaat^* 
tljipugl^t  t^e  lioarquis^  ''  thus  voluntwly 
IjQ  brayey  or  rath^  inci^r;»  the  aiager  q^  t|WQ 
o^blemen^  whose  designs  he  must  be  w^U 
acqu^nted,  with !" 

£i)jf  sir  Arthur^  as  if  totally  unconscious 
of  the  jealous  pangs  he  inflicted,  copti- 
nfx^  his  conversation  with  tbe  signpra 
aboujt  the  beautiful  pair  he  had  so  happily 
pjac^d  together.  But;  though  the  counts- 
wqfiqe  of  both  was  sufficiently  indign^Qt* 
Qeither  of  the  noble  Ipi^  thought  pr^^ 
to  nptice  tl^  aiadily)^  remarks  of  the  W- 
dwnted  yet  simple-^seeming  baronet. 

!|Liord  Qrlington^  whp  ha^d  1^$$  commwd 

of  temper  than  lord  Elli^sm^r^  and  Iw 

fai^pi^;  &^ufity  in  tbe  aS^tiops  of  tb(9 

*  young 


mXSBL  2CECHOBIUL]m?£E.  75 

youngs  iralawv  centiiiiicd  stroaming  about 
fiwr  sfsme  time;.  V^e  a  malignant  demon^ 
seds^ing  whonnr  be  might  worry  and  annoy 
witb  impunity.  At  lengtb  be  stopped  ex- 
actly opposite  the  Misses  Hainmerstey, 
who^wei^e  in  a  di^nt  part  of  the  room 
&Qim  thfiit  brother  and  sir  Arthur — so  dis- 
t^nli*  that  bis  lordship  thought  his  insolence 
Qould  not  be  observed. — '**  Greville,"  said 
bis  lordship,  addressing  a  young  English- 
QGian^.Qaae  of  the  aide^^de-camps,  whose  pre« 
sent  Baok. and, future  preferment  dependeil 
soUfify  Q&  the  patronage  of  lord  Glenfidid, 
^  did  you  even  see  such  a  pair  of  frights? 
^ey  ai^e  sisters  ta  tine  music-master  that 
hal^i!ftzy  baronefc  brought  here  to  sing  at 
kdy  Gl^nfield^s  eoncert" 

'^  Are  they  singers  or  actresses,  my 
lonl  ?""  S0i^  oaptaio^  Greville,  most  success^ 
fiiU^^  imiteting  ibhe  insolent  manners  of  his* 
sup^riov ;.  *''  they  must  be  useful,  as  they 
Ba»  sp  Quyeaedly  &r  a-field  of  hieing  oma- 

Tto  wittjir  speech  was  received  by  lord 

E  2  Orlington 
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Orlington  with  a  loud  laughs  echoed  by 
his  double,  while  the  eye-glass  of  eadi  im* 
manly  insulter  was  levelled  without  mercy 
at  their  innocent  faces  with  unremitting 
persecution. 

This  unprovoked  and  unmanly  inso- 
lence did  not  escape  the  observation  of  the 
lynx-eyed  baronet ;  and  before  they  sus- 
pected his  vicinity,  he  was  seated  between 
the  sisters. 

**  I  am  very  much  obliged  to  you  both, 
gentlemen,**,  said  sir  Arthur,  bowing  dis- 
tantly  to  each,  '*  for  the  trouble  you  took 
to  amuse  my  young  cousins,  for  I  heard 
you  laughing  quite  merry ;  to  be  sure  it 
was  no  less  than  you  ought  to  do  as  gen- 
tlemen and  well-bred  Englishmen,  seeing 
the  poor  little  girls  were  all  alone  in  a 
crowd,  as  a  body  may  say ;  I  suppose  they 
lost  their  party  coming  up  stairs,  poor 
fools !  and  were  too  tiniid  to  walk  across  the 
room  to  look  for  their  friends.  But  I  hope 
.you  wont  take  it  amiss,  gentlemen,  if  I 
bring  them  away  now;  their  brothar,  Frank 

Hammodey, 
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Hammersley,  has  a  mortal  aversion  to 
their  making  new  acquaintances,  particu- 
larly with  foreigners,  because  he  says  they 
are  often  spendthrifts  and  toadeaters,  and 
his  sisters  are  nobly  connected,  and  have 
large  fortunes,  and  my  young  cousin  Frank 
wishes  to  keep  them  out  of  harm's  way ; 
now  to  my  mind,  that  is  being  over  nice, 
for  in  every  country,  and  in  ievery  rank, 
you  will  find  the  worthless  and  the  good- 
for-nothing — ^for  instance,  a  peer  of  the 
realm  may  be  a  poltroon  and  a  fool,  a  pro- 
fligate  and  a  gambler,  all  in  one— «nd  a 
captain  of  horse  be  a  toadeater  and  a 
hanger-on,  with  nothing  but  his  pay,  and 
the  smiles  of  the  great,  to  support  him, 
and.  nothing  to  recommend  him  but  his 
venality  and  assurance." 

Sir  Arthur  again  distinctly  bowied  to 
lord  Orlington  and  his  friend,  and  with 
gentle  kindness  placing  an  arm  of  each 
lovely  girl  through  his  own,  joined  the 
Ellesm^re  party.  • 

The  voice  of  Hammersley  did  ample 

£  3  credit 
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credit  to  liie  jedgiaaent  of  sir  Aftknir,  9tbd 
kmi  C^ksnfiddtti€Wtioiied  his  ial&tnaiy^  witli 
the  late  general  Summenley  on  the  Cm^ 
finent— i-**  He  was,**  confmued  his  excth 
kncj,  *'  as  bfare  a  soldier  as  evei*  dtew  a 
swofd-^as  fine  a  ^gentleman  as  ei¥€i>f  ^oie  a 
British  naniferni.  That  faoMUf*  Wfaieh 
gmifled  his  everj  action  through  life,  firtn^ 
ly  planted  the  laurel  in  his  grave,  'etnfaaltti^ 
ed  fay  the  tear  of  siatiy  a  war- wbffi  soidilir; 
and  the  gay  and  gallant  general  siflt 
Hires  in  the  memory  and  in  the  bmeiM  cf 
Ins  brother  soUim^." 

Brightly  glowed  the  colour  of)  sll-  Al^ 
thorns  dbeek  at  dxis  weU-desenredenloginai 
on  his  kinsimmy  as  he  fedlingly  exeldmed 
— **  And  you,  my  lord  lieatenant,  reign  in 
every  Irish  heart,  seeing  you  love  and 
cherish  us  in  retuiti,  my  lord  lieutenant, 
and  thatfs  more  than  we  can  boast  of  every 
stninger  that  comes  among  us." 

*^  I  don^t  consider  myself  a  stranger  in 
Ireland,"  said  lord  Glenfield,  with  gratified 
emotion;  *^  some  years  back  I  was  recent 

here 


hete  ft*  many  taonths;  ^d  the  brave  and 
sMdal  isons  6f  Erin»  her  chaste  txid  bloom- 
ing d^u^ters,  Hre  hdd  With  ibnd  remem- 
brance in  my  he^t ;  th^  Emerald  Isle  cah 
ireTe*  bd  forgotten,  till  hospitality  and 
valour  are  tto  ttwte." 

Sir  Arthtkt  Was  ^ow  called  upon  to  give 
his  promised  Irish  song,  tod  *•  Eileen 
A-roon*  Was  haar monized  by  the  m^low 
and  powerful  Votee  of  sfr  Arthur  O* Dwyrt*. 
The  cohcert  t6f  lady  Glenfietd  Was  tttamar- 
r6d  by  a  discordant  ntrte,  ahd  the  eVeninj^ 
closed  with  happy  gaiety,  Ahd  the.  ttiost 
perfect  harmony,  If  Mvt  except  tite  jealous 
fiears  of  lords  Elfeiftiefe  and  brlihgtoH. 

The  next  tim^  dt>Ctor  Ol^thehtS  iaiOsA 
to  viisit  lady  Kt)s^bel»  the  hiah^uis  tt^h^ 
tioned  his  surprise  At  thd  tohduiit  of  Sit 
Arthur,  in  exposing  himself  to  the  malign 
naiit  temp^,  the  instiltii^g  inipiirtiimnlce  of 
lord  Orlitigtob,  the  itao»e  d<sep  atld  yiHm% 
displeasure  of  \6iA  El|MM^re,  by  the  mtii^ 
net  he  intMduted  yOUn^  HkttimeHliy  to 
the  duchess  of  Dunbane. 

E  4  « If 
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''  If  your  lordship  was  aware  of  the  se- 
crets of  our  secret  committee,"  said  the 
doctor,  "  you  would  perceive  the  necessity 
of  disturbing  the  happy  calm  enjoyed  so 
long  by  the  noble  lords  and  lady  you  have 
now  mentioned.  The  leisure  hours  of  the 
young  duchess,  and  her  d-deoant  governess 
and  present  confidante,  were  employed  in 
scrutinizing  your  lordship's  conduct,  the 
motive  of  every  .action ;  the  result  of  this 
investigation  was  not  very  far  jfrom  the 
truth,  that  your  lordship  was  the  friendly 
agent  to  secure  the  hand  of  lady  Rosabd, 
when  of  age,  to  your  cousin  lord  Fitzau- 
bume,  and  they  determined  to  prevail  on 
the  plastic  lord  EUesmere  to  enforce  your 
marriage,  or  dismiss  your  lordship  altoge- 
ther, as  the  lover  or  friend  of  lady  Rosa- 
bel" 

*^  Force  me !  dismiss  me !"  repeated  the 
marquis,  as  he  paced  the  room  with  hasty 
strides,  his  eyes  sparklmg  with  rage  x "  it  is 
easier  to  denounce  the  lion  than  to  cage 
hunr  < 

*^  Cool. 
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^  Cool,  oool,  my  young  friend,"  said 
doctor  Clements,  vainly  endeavouring  to 
oonoeal  the  smile  which  played  6ver  his 
features ;  ^  the  lion  is  not  yet  denounced ; 
Frank  Hammersley  was  brought  from 
BalMnderry  Tower,  in  the  county  Wick* 
I0W9  to  prevent  it.  Hammersley  never  left 
Ireland,  but  was  litmtUy  turned  out  of  his 
own  house,  to  nooommodate  lord  EUes- 
mere,  that  lady  Rosabel  might  be  in  the 
centre  of  her  friends ;  his  sisters,  who  liv^ 
with  him,  cheerfully  consented  to  reside 
with  their  uncle,  colonel  O'Brien,  and  his 
very  amiable  wife ;  and  Hammersley  re- 
mained with  his  guardian,  lord  Dunleer^ 
who  was  also  the  near  relation  of  his  fa- 
ther, or  at  Ballinderry  Tower,  the  seat  of 
his  cousin  the  marquis,  till  his  services 
wei^  wanting.    The  morning  before  the 
viceregal  concert,  we  bad  intelligence  of 
their  intentions,  and  acted  aoobrdingly. 
Fittrik  Hammersley  was  called  into  action, 
to  rouse  the  jealous  rage  of  lord  Elles- 
mere,  and  to  give  the  friir  ]»S^  if  possible, 

eA  some 
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wme  ckhat  employmmt  thtti  wctldng 
Qpsehlff ;  mid»  to  use  sir  Aftbur's  own 
worda,  thero  ia  not  a  handier  fellow  in 
Cbrittendom  for  blowing  tbe  eoaU  than 
bmiel£i  when  ha  sets  it  heSon  Uid.  We 
aie  Meuya  for  some  time  at  leasts  Mdthai 
labattfioil  It  Mceaaoiy  to  ortor  lady  B^ 
labei  for  changes  of  air,  dthar  to  Luenn  at 
tho  Bl4ck  Rock,  that  is,  eithar  to  kid 
DuDker'tf  or  otlonol  0'Bvien'8»  You  wiU 
ho  greatly  artooiafaodi  mavquvv  wbm  m- 
fomed  from  what  soaioawo  derive  om 
inft>nngtioQ ;  the  moat  secvet  thonghtt  of 
these  &ir  lidi«  aio  open  to  out  new,  the 
i«moet  reoes^s  of  their  hearta  Imd  hare  to 
our  inspection,  and  what  n  maaa  of  de^pm. 
lity  md  oemiption  iegloetod  over  hy  eadi 
ang^  form  and  syiw  tongue}  Caha  this 
INtturbad  spiiit).  my  dear  maxqim  a»d 
vest  aaeuved,  the  peaoe  of  lady  Roaabal 
sbaU  fOKoain  unhsguxed;  but  rememhar, 
mmj  look  and  eyety  word  yoa  utterii 
maifh^  by  ^  vikst  of  the  idle,  aignoia 
d^Cortioa^yotteattnot  he  toe  aaiitiiiifc 

manjuis ; 
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marquis ;  cool  be  your  motto,  keen  your 
eye,  till  we  meet  again.- 

The  marquis  remained  in  deep  thought 
for  mcNre  thari  iMi  botli^  iftdr  doctor  de- 
ments left  the  house;  but  all  conjecture 
was  unayailing,  he  could  trace  to  no  source 
whatever  the  pdWMftl  ^itotection  experi- 
enced by  Rosabel ;  rank  and  fashicm,  youth 
mA  »g§,  wefv  aXko  iributtfy  td  h^  kap- 
fMtfW  MA  ootxObtt,  the  ipUm  te^vMfy 
htpt  11^  and  vrHtfy  diffdsed,  tik  th»  tfUOf^ 
qns  beam*  at  Indgth  bewildered  ii>  Mi 
4mh  id«M^  and  weary  t/t  eMi^ecttiMf  i  ^ 
lotikeA  at  Ik  mXA-^**  lUmhei  Wift  M 
4htfnMi  tft  ivot  ietfrng  me^I  sfooid^  iWVd 
b«M  frititlMf  nk^«  HtMit  atir  hour  *|^."' 


1 «  CHAP- 
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CHAPTER,  V. 


The  Becess. 

**  Did  you  think  I  had  fin^gotten  you, 
Rosa  ?"  said  the  marquis,  as  he  entered  the 
sitting-room  of  her  ladyship ;  ''  but  the 
&ct  is,  my  sweet  coz^  I  got  into  such  deep 
thought,  reflecting  on  the  faenevdent 
kindness  we  have  experienced  in  this 
country,  that  the  lapse  of  time  was  for- 
gotten ;  but  we  have  still  suffideiit  time 
to  finish  the  beautiful  poem  we  began  yes- 
terday before  dinner;"  and  the  marquis 
walked  over  to  the  ornamented  recess,  for 
the  interesting  poem  he  had  commenced 
reading  the  day  before  to  his  cousin. 

His  lordship  felt  the  recess  move  beneath 
his  hand,  and  the  next  moment  it  pressed 
him  closely  against  the  wall ;  the  marquis 

was 
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was  soon  released  from  his  impiisonmenty 
the  recess  gwtly  and  without  noise  re* 
gained  its  former  station ;  but  the  adtaiin- 
tion  of  the  marquis  was  soon  superior  to 
his  surprise,  when  he  beheld  a  form  baid* 
ing  with  graceful  softness,  with  fond  affec- 
tion, over  lady  Rosabel,  which  a  poetic 
fancy  might  have  justly  delineated  as  the 
goddess  of  spring,  the  form  so  light,  so 
etherial — so  blooming,  so  benevolent  the 
face,: 

When  this  seraph-looking  girl  perceived 
the,  marquis,  she  glided  swiftly  through 
the  apartment,  and  instantly  disappeared ; 
and  the  astonished  young  man  remained 
for  many  minutes  the  statue  of  admiring 
wonder. 

His  first  movement  was  to  examine  the 
recess ;  but  his  loi%lship*s  scrutiny,  though 
most  minute,  was  unavailing.  Built  in 
the  wall,  expressly  for  its  present  purpose, 
its  strength  defied  every  exertion  of  the 
marquis  to  move  it ;  in  vain  he  pressed  on 
every  (xmamental  decoration,  no  spring  an- 
swered 
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##ef«d  t6  hit  tdodi^  iiiid  opcMd  i^fe  Hw 
MWrtC  portat^  but  &  Y«lo^  tofced^  McbUl^ 
flMt  bit  car. 

**  Uuqtai  of  HMtbciijr,  is  it  thm  ywl 
fUlffl  yofxt  promise  to  doetor  Qenents  rf 
impttdt  felA  and  ddtj^denoe  ?  SMdt  m 
fltitiio>>-tbis  scrutitty  is  tmiivaffing,  tl^ 
idkoeitoy  mAoAty  ttnWdrOiy  yottr  nobk 
mtdra." 

vmier  the  influence  of  magic,  took  At 
**  Blri«W  of  TritnatoA*  ftmei  die  Moteu, 
and  ttpiprcyitdhed  Ui  cootkL-^'*  Hy  dett 

RoMbd*  I  fod  «e  fHiif  momem,  Wtt  ^ 
Rcmlttnd  de  Vaax^  r^odf  to  «dviMi<ifi» 
tfveiy  |N»il,  to  pettaettt  my  vi^  th#inmit 
seva«.  to  view  again  this  mrhnnthyTj 
wilt  not  aty  rndbrntsd  mMt  ta  iMMii  the 
ittMt;  to  hfA^  €^  Ufnot-^mKhukUA  hik, 
eoiddl  1  obtidif  ffee  fittid  «nd  bMBd  oowh. 
Sciriowdy,  RoMb^  I  tie^we  habMatrnM, 
«  font!  so  iMMttftibf ;  and  w  I  gMMiit^iit 
iMdi  lMiiv«ftlf  b^iMy,  I  Mt  SB  if  iHipelsi 

Conld 
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CoQld  I  inquire^  dearest  Koiabtai,  without 
fMdb^  tbe  displeaflOK  of  yourfiteidf^ 
erald  I  Mek  t0  know  the  name  of  tins 
MMiVsobdoing  hemtty  ?" 

'^  I  am  eqnalty  mmoquaintcd  with  htr 
name  and  rank.  Mrs.  O'Brien  broogbt 
h^  here  the  noming  I  took  ill,  and  gent- 
ly told  me  I  nrosfc  ask  no  qoeitioiis,  if  I 
vdaed  the  society  of  this  HttlegirL  The 
bfflbe  was  too  aihnrmg  not  to  siknoe  moal 
onee,  and  I  have  enjoyed  many  happy 
hoim  in  har  sweet  aocie^.  Heatheriy^ 
yon  tbntk  her  ibrm  unearthly,  hot  I  an 
weU  eottvinced  her  sonl  is  aU  celestial ;  a 
saint  night  read  the  taUet  of  her  mind, 
and  claim  a  kindred  spirit  in  a  scMil  so 

^  Sweet  eulogist''  said  Ae  marquis  M 
he  fondtty  pressed  her  hand,  ^  and  wise  said 
amiaUe  as  sweety  fitget  sot  yom'  oMsin 
Healha-fy  when  Ab  bright  exeAeme 
^gmnwppuam  to  rnxstb  your  sitttnde/* 

^  Qkf  oxy  connn,'^  ssM  tlfes  gmUs  Bosh, 
as  Ao  tc0r  ^  sensibilsQr  i^tMed  ia  her 

eye. 
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eye,  ^  oould  I  but  see  this  peeiless  girl 
your  linde»  my  constant,  my  most  fervent 
prayers  for  your  happiness  would  be  re^ 
alizedy  and  angels  might  rgoioe  to  wit- 
ness the  union  of  so  much  kindred  excel- 
lence." 

Young  Hammersley,  faith&l  to  his 
trust»  so  completely  engaged  the  mind  of 
the  beautiftd  Fiances,  that  he  left  her  no 
Idisure  time  to  work  mischief;  while  the 
admiration  of  the  haronet  became  eveiy 
day  more  serious,  and  left  no  shadow  of 
doubt  in  the  bosom  of  the  signora,  that 
her  honourable  rank  in  life  would  be 
speedily  established  by  her  unicm  with  sir 
Arthur  0*Dwyer. 

^  I  wish,  sir  Arthur,"  said  young  Ham- 
mersley, ''  we  could  contrive  to  get  up  a 
play  or  a  puppet-show,  an  opera  or  a 
masquerade,  any  thing  for  the  sake  c^ 
dear  variety.  I  am  weary  of  the  concord 
of  sweet  sounds ;  I  feel  an  irresistible  im- 
puke,  in  the  middle  of  every  grand  march, 
to  march  off,  till  spell-bound  by  the  glance 

of 
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of  a  dear  blue  eye,  I  remain  to  gaze  and 
to  admire,  though  impatient  at  hearing 
this  everlasting  ding-dong-jingle.** 

'*  Are  you  so  changeable,  so  very  fond 
of  variety,  Mr.  Hammersley  ?"  said  the 
signora. 

''  Unchangeable  only  in  love,  signora,'* 
and  he  fixed  his  soul-speaking  eyes  on  the 
blooming  widow. 

The  baronet  remained  for  some  time  in 
deep  thought — **  I  was  thinking,  cousin 
Frank,"  said  he,  at  length,  **  as  you  are  so 
fond  of  variety,  of  a  way  we  might  give  a 
most  agreeable,  surprise  to  my  lord  and 
lady  lieutenant,  lord  and  lady  £llesmere, 
and  the  agreeable  old  lady  dowager,  aU  at 
the  same  time ;  that  is,  if  it  meets  the  ap* 
probation  of  these  lovely  ladies,  and  they 
will  consent  to  give  us  their  assistance 
accordingly." 

"  Can  sir  Arthur  ask,  and  we  refuse  ?** 

said  the  soft^toned  Frances ;  ''  or  can  he 

believe  us  so  defident  in  gratitude,  that 

our  hearts  would  not  instantly .  accord  the 

most 


ittMt  "ready  compliance  to  toy  wish  of  his, 
fimttded,  as  it  must  be,  in  propriety  and 
honour/'  said  the  signora,  with  lieristless 

sw^tness. 

The  baronet  pressed  both  his  hands  on 
his  heart,  bowed  low  and  repeatedly,  but 
seemed  totally  unable  to  express  theirary- 
ing  fillings  of  his  hedtt,  which  thronged 
to  his  lips  for  utterance,  of  pleasure,  gra- 
titude, and  love;  his  eloquent  silence  was 
thus  translated  by  the  signora  da  Cortina. 

**  White  you  stand  bowing  and  flourish* 
ing  in  dumb-show,  idr  Arthur,*'  said  the 
impatient  Hammersley#'  we  can  never 
get  at  your  isecret  of  tj^ling  surprisingly 
agreeable^  sootit  with  it  at  once,  man;  tln^ 
ladies  will  give  you  credit  for  gratitude 
unutterable  beyond  your  feeble  powers  of 
expression.  Now  1  have  made  this  fine 
speech  for  you,  sir  Arthur,  declare  t^ 
novel  mode  of  being  happy.  The  secret, 
tile  secret,  sir  Arthur !  I  am  all  impbtiettoe. 
Why  doh*t  ymi  speak  >  I  believe,  oh  my 
soul,  you  aM  Btruek  dumb  in  good  earnest; 

I  shall 


I  ilMill  intpk«  tirMi  i^uri^lty  wMe  y^u 
MRd  bowing  there  Hiktt  a  ManAiriii> 

**  Whlbh  is  muck  better^  in  tny  wiiid^ 
amsm  Fmdc,  tboii  to  stand  {fffttitig,  13mii 
nmgj^,  lUbottt  cuiios&ty>  seeing  it  Id  m> 
granc  <|iiaUfioMteiii  for  a  gentleman  to  boaM 

^  And  if  gratitude  did  tie  my  tdngne, 
folly  has  set  it  loose  again,  cousin  Frank.'' 
Then  addressing  tihe  fiognorar---''  This  itn- 
ptttiMft  young  g^tleman  is  right,  mre 
enough,  iiM^afti^  when  he  sakt  1  wanted 
won&s  to  express  tny  gmtitud^,  tnalim : 
but  my  fiiture  txmduct  shall  be  the  best 
ptTKiT  df  my  neA  sentiments  of  the  p€ife&- 
tibllity  of  your  goodness,  ma'am.  Now, 
what  I  was  thinking,  ma'am,  is  this ;  we 
hure  ft  nice  little  playhouse  of  our  own^ 
and  a  very  boaottful  one  too,  ma'am,  and 
I  ivas  thinking  to  make  belieTe  to  the  lady 
lieutenant  and  my  lord  Ellesmei^,  tiMt  it 
was  a  coneett,  just  in  the  old  way,  ma'am, 
and  then  all  of  a  sudden  to  gite  them  m 
sflteeidble  surprise,  by  acting  a  play,  ma'am. 

The 
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The  maiqais  of  BaDindeny  is  always  quite 
agreeable  to  lend  us  his  band  whenever 
we  have  a  play,  nu^am,  seeing  I  am  tbe 
nest  heir  to  his  title  and  estate,  for  he 
never  had  a  scm;  but  his  daughter  is  as 
sweet  and  as  beautiful  as  a  rosebud  in  Jtane, 
and  I  think  it  is  a  very  hard  case  that  the 
law  obliges  me  to  take  away  the  title  and 
estate  fiom  his  only  child,  ma'am." 

But  the  signora  thought  otherwise:  with 
difficult  she  preveoted  the  throbbing  of 
her  heart  from  bdng  perceptible  at  this 
ecstatic  intdligence.  The  coronet  of  Ballin- 
d«ny floated  b^ore  her  fancy;  it  encircled 
her  brow:  die  took  precedence  of  lady 
EUesmere^  and  finally  determined  a  fiiend- 
ly  fit  of  apoplexy  should  soon  confirm  her 
a  mardiioness ;  and  the  displeasure  of  lc»d 
EUesmere  was  quite  forgotten,  should  his 
hndship  disapprove  of  this  new  spedes  of 
amusement,  as  the  signora  trod,  with  fiin- 
ded  security,  the  visionary  vale ;  but  calm 
and  unruffled  was  her  brow  as  these  wild 
fancies  thrilled  in  her  heart,  and  filled  each 

glowing 
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glowing  thought  with  rapturous  exulta* 
tion.  She  meekly  bowed  and  gently  smil- 
edy  and  offered  her  best  services  to  amuse 
and  gratify  the  amiable  vice-queen,  and  all 
her  kind  and  indulgent  friends. 

**  And  now  you  have  so  sweetly  con- 
sulted, I  hope  this  young  beauty  wont  be 
hard-hearted,  ma'am,  seeing  you,  who  rear- 
ed her,  would  be  the  last  in  the  world  to 
set  her  bad  example,  ma'am ;  and  we  will 
keep  it  snug  and  secret,  if  you  please, 
ma'am,  from  that  Argus-eyed  old  lord,  her 
guardian,  who  looks,  for  all  the  world,  as 
if  every  body  was  ogres  or  giants  ready  to 
eat  her  up,  and  from  my  lord,  her  red- 
headed cousin  too,  ma'am,  who,  to  my 
way  of  thinking,  has  the  most  disagreeable 
way  of  making  love  in  the  wide  world, 
ma'am." 

"  Lord  Orlington,"  said  the  smiling 
Frances,  whose  spirits  were  buoyant  with 
delight  at  the  perspective  greatness  of  her 
mother,  **  considers  his  hair  bright  auburn ; 

you 
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agreeable,  my  lord ;  but  as  to  parting  the 
other  two,  it  would  be  morally  impossi- 
ble, and  quite  out  of  nature ;  they  look 
so  beautiful  and  so  happy,  for  all  the 
world  like  two  rosebuds  growing  on  one 
stalk,  and  yours,  my  lord,  I  am  quite  cer- 
tain and  sure,  would  not  be  the  savage 
hand  to  tear  them  rudely  asunder,  seeing 
you  have  neither  rhyme  or  reason  to  do 
so ;  for  Frank  Hammersley  has  as  good 
blood  in  his  veins  as  any  lord  in  the  land, 
and  a  fine  noble  estate ;  and  as  to  beauty, 
though  I  am  not  over  fond  of  saying  it  to 
his  face,  he  need  not  turn  his  back  to  any 
boy  in  Christendom.** 

With  difficulty  the  courtly  earl  com- 
posed his  temper  to  reject  with  civility  sir 
Arthur's  friendly  offer :  his  lordship  had 
been  commissioned  by  lady  EUesmere  to 
request  the  ladies  would  give  their  opinion 
on  some  ornamental  point  in  dress;  the 
countess  was  now  waiting  for  them  in  her 
dressing-room,  and  the  expression  of  his 
lordship's  eye,  as  he  addressed  them^  filled 

the 
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the  heart  of  the  fidr  Frances  with  disquie- 
tude, and  that  of  her  companion  with  con- 
tempt, defiance,  and  revenge;  while  the 
smile  of  soft  compliance  rested  on  her  raby 
lipf  the  baronet  and  young  Hammeraley 
having  no  longer  any  inducement  to  le- 
main,  made  their  parting  bows,  as  the  la- 
dies left  the  room,  in  ready  compliance  to 
the  wishes  of  lady  Ellesmere. 

The  scorpion  stings  of  jealousy  &stened 
on  the  heart  of  lord  £llesmere,  and  filled 
every  throbbing  pulse  with  agony;  he 
cursed,  in  the  bitterness  of  his  hearty  the 
wild  Irishman,  whose  uncouth  speeches 
had  raised  such  a  finenzied  tumult  in  his 
hteast,  and  as  he  entered  the  dressing- 
mom  of  lady  Ellesmere,  felt  more  than  half 
inclined  to  annihilate  all  mankind. 

"  Oh,  my  lord !"  said  the  countess,  gaily, 
'^what  a  loss  I  had,  not  to  see  sir  Arthur 
dancing  to  his  own  music!  I  declare  I 
would  just  as  soon  have  expected  to  see 
an  elephant  dance  as  the  good  baronet  ** 

The  tears  trembled  in  the  dear  blue 
^L.  n.  F  eyes 
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eyes  of  Frances — ^*  I  fear  his  lordship  twis 
more  angry  than  pleased  at  this  exhibition; 
but  situated  as  the  signora  is  with  sir  Ar- 
thur, I  was  unwilling  to  refuse  dancing 
with  that  teazing  overgrown  boy  his  cou- 
sin, whom  he  thinks  all  perfection." 

"  Lord,  child,  what  folly  in  you  to  do 
otherwise!  if  he  chose  to  yell  the  war- 
whoop,  it  was  your  part  to  be  agreeable, 
and  act  Wowski  or  Yarico,  or  any  thing 
else  he  chose.  You  owe  unnumbered  obli- 
gations to  the  sagnora,  and  to  sing  or  danoe 
with  the  baronet  or  his  cousin,  is  a  vciry 
pleasant  way  to. prove  yqur  gratitude;" 
and  the  countess,  who  had  not  a  partide 
of  envy  or  ilUnature  in  her  harmless  con^- 
position,  related  to  her  lord  the  splendid 
prospects  of  sir  Arthur. 

The  beseeching  eye  of  Frances  rested  on 
the  eatl ;  her  soft  sorrow  subdued  his  jea- 
lous fear,  and  believing  himself  loved,  and 
loved  only,  his  lordship  accorded  the  oliv$ 
branch,  and  harmony  was  restored. 

Tfaeblandishments  of  the  signora  and  her 

da]^gb^ 
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daughter  removed  every  withering  doubt, 
eveiy  jealous  pang,  from  the  bosom  of 
the  infatuated  earl;  he  believed  himself 
fondly  beloved  by  the  beautiful  Frances, 
without  rival,  or  even  fear. 

"  But,  my  lord,"  said  the  youthful  du- 
chess, '^  I  will  not  submit  to  have  my  fair 
fame  blasted  by  this  jealous  watchfulness-^ 
this  deepening  gloom  on  your  brow,  which 
proclaims  the  secret  of  your  heart ;  sooner, 
my  lord,  would  I  part  from  you  for  ever, 
than  endure  the  good  man's  pity,  the  scorn, 
the  derision  of  fools.  My  actions  shall  be 
free  and  uncontrolled — ^unmarked,  my  lord, 
even  by  a  look,  or  I  will  leave  this  Eme- 
rald Isle — ^this  little  Eden  of  delight,  and 
go  instantly  to  Scotland,  where  I  have 
ooany  friends.  Your  lordship  cannot— 
dare  not  follow  me  there." 

The  wonder-struck  lord  Ellesmere  be* 
held  the  stem  determination  on  her  brow, 
dnd  knelt,  with  wild  alarm,  at  the  feet  of 
imperious  beauty—"  Oh,  Frances !  soul  of 
my  eadstenoel  my  life  hangs  on  yomr 

F  2  smile ! 


100  IKISH  NECROMANCER. 

smile !  Forsake  me  not,  or  I  expire  !**  and 
again  lord  Ellesmere  became  a  plastic  au- 
tomaton in  their  hands. 

But  the  signora,  who  now  hoped  to  see 
her  daughter  the  wife  of  Hammersley, 
forbore  to  urge  the  speedy  marriage  of 
lady  Rosabel — "  We  have  despoiled  lord 
Coldbrook  of  his  fondest  wish — despoiled 
Fitzaubume  of  his  fondest  hopes  in  love, 
and  will  he  marry  my  Antoniette  to  re- 
compense this  deep  -  inflicted  heartache? 
or  if  he  does,  to  gratify  the  whimsies  of 
his  father,  can  she  be  happy  with  him  as 

whose  smile  is  happiness — whose  look 
Beart-cheering  mirth  ?  My  fate  is  changed 
—how  sweetly  !•— oh,  may  her  heart  change 
too !  then  should  we  reign  like  queens  in 
this  Emerald  Isle,  and  England  and  its  ca- 
lumnies be  alike  forgotten." 

But  these  sentiments  the  signora  con- 
fined solely  to  her  own  bosom,  believing 
the  love — the  assiduity — the  thousand 
charms  which  combined  in  the  person  and 

mind 
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mind  of  Hammersley,  would  chase  fiu* 
away  each  fond  remembrance  of  the  di&- 
dainfiil  cold-blooded  lord  Fitzaubume;  and 
the  signora  resolved  no  opportunity  should 
be  wanting  to  effect  this  much-wished-for 
change,  and  air-built  castles  and  fairy 
bowers  bloomed  around  the  &ncy-enchant- 
ed  mind  of  signora  da  Cortina. 

On  reflection,  the  signora  thought  it 
would  be  more  advisable  to  inform  lord 
Ellesmere  of  this  intended  play,  under  tne 
bond  of  secrecy — "  Already  has  the  lynx- 
eyed  baronet  discovered  the  secret  of  lord 
EUesmere,  whose  shallow  brain  is  no  pil- 
lar of  defence  to  rest  upon.  This  surprise 
might  make  him  betray  it  more  openly, 
and  destroy  at  once  the  high-raised  hopes 
and  brilliaift  prospects  of  your  mother,  my 
Antoniette.** 

The  communication  was  accordingly 
made,  and  lord  Ellesmere  felt  he  must 
ob^;  yet,  though  his  tongue  accorded 
cx>mpl]ance  to  their,  wishes,  his  heart  re^ 
belled,  and  hope  and  fear  alternately  sway- 

F »  ed 
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ed  the  bosom  of  the  agitated  efvrl,  and 
made  him  acknowledge  the  truism,  that 
virtue  alone  is  happiness. 

With  some  difficulty  young  Hammers- 
ley  consented  to  postpone  preparations  for 
the  play  till  after  Saint  Patrick's  day. 

**  The  duchess  and  I  have  a  thousand 
flounces  to  arrange  previous  to  making  our 
appearance  at  the  Castle." 

**  I  presume  it  would  not  derange  your 
flounces,  signora,  to  look  over  oar  nieeiit- 
tle  theatre  to-morrow,  and  settle  on  what 
play  we  shall  do  honour  to  in  the  repre- 
sentation;" and  half  petulant  dnd  half- 
coaxing,  the  persevering  Hammersley  con- 
tinued his  entreaties. 

**  iTo-moiTOW  there  is  to  be  a  review  in 
the  Phoenix  Park,  and  lord  Ettesmere  will 
expect  our  attendance." 

*'  What  signifies  what  he  expects,  sig- 
nora  ?  if  I  had  such  a  guardian,  I  would 
plague  his  life  out,  or  make  him  leave  off 
plaguing  me.  See  how  he  looks  now, 
watdiing  us  like  Cerberus,  so  grim  and  so 
growling.  I  often  think,  duchess,  his  lord- 
ship 
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ship  intends  you  for  his  second,  wife,  he 
keeps  such  cat-like  watching  of  your  grace. 
Poor  little  timid  mouse !"  continued  he, 
softly  taking  her  hand  as  his  love-inspiring 
eyes  rested  on  her  face,  "  I  hope  he  wiU 
yet  be  enabled  to  take  you  out  of  the 
daws  of  oM  Grimalkin,  and  retain  you 
among  us  for  life,  the  brightest — the  love- 
Kest  ornament  of  green  Erin.  Signora," 
and  he  looked  beseechingly  in  her  face, 
"  cannot  you  contrive  to  get  the  .tooth- 
ache or  headache,  and  stay  in  bed  till  old 
Grumbleton  goes  out,  and  his  very  sweet 
wife,  who,  I  h<^,  may  live  these  fifty 
y«ir8  for  his  sake  ?  The  fair  duchess  will 
not  leave  her  sick  friend,  and  when  they 
are  fairly  off,  sir  Arthur  and  I,  like  trtfe 
and  faithful  knights,  will  kneel  at  the 
shrine  of  love  and  beauty  with  loyal  duty : 
but  see,  lord  Grandy  approaches — am 
I  in  any  danger,  my  fair  enslaver,  of  being 
told  my  daily  visits  will  be  dispensed  with? 
To  avoid  danger  is  the  most  certain  way  to 
escape  it.    Farewell  then  till  to-morrow, 

F  4  my 
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my  lovely  friends !  and^  sweet,  if  you  love 
me»  remember  the  toothache.'' 

*'  What  was  that  prating  boy  talking 
so  long  about  1^  said  lord  EUesmere,  who 
affected  a  gaiety  he  did  not  feel ;  '*  what 
play  have  you  fixed  on?  for  I  presume  that 
was  the  subject  of  your  conyersation." 

"  We  were  endeavouring  to  put  it  off 
altogether,"  sdd  the  duchess,  with  meek 
innocence  of  manner,  ^  and  have  succeed- 
ed till  after  Samt  Patrick's  day.  No  play 
has  been  fixed  on,  my  lord,  and  we  hope^ 
as  it  does  not  completely  meet  yoiur  lord- 
ship's approbation,  the  idea  may  fade  away 
entirely.  Can  Frances  be  gratified  and 
you  unhappy  ?  Oh  no,  my  lord ;  every 
thing  but  public  odium  I  could  endure 
to  make  my  bosom's  lord  contented." 


CHAP 
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CHAPTER  VL 


The  Theatre. 

The  next  morning  the  signom  complained 
of  a  violent  headache,  and  was  unable  to 
leave  her  room,  and  the  young  duchess, 
with  well-acted  affliction,  determined  to 
remain  in  the  sick  chamber  of  her  friend. 

When  the  carriage  of  lord  EUesmere 
drove  from  the  door,  the  fair  ladies,  bloom- 
ing with  health  and  hope,  descended  to 
the  drawing-voom,  and  young  Hammers- 
ley,  with  noiseless  step,  entered  soon  after, 
softly  singing,  *^  Gome,  my  fair  ones,  come 
away.*' 

With  respectful  freedom  he  drew  an 
arm  of  each  smiling  beauty  through  his 
own,  and  ascended  the  stairs  with  cautious 
oderity.  He  knocked  gently  at  a  door  on 

F  5  the 
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the  upper  story,  which  was  opened  by  sir 
Arthur,  smiling  his  delighted  welcome. 

**  And  now,  ma'am,"  said  the  exulting 
baronet,  **  what  do  you  think  of  our  nice 
little  playhouse  ?** 

Both  ladies  declared  themselves  in  fiiiry 
land,  and  their  admiring'  Wonder  gratified, 
while  it  amused  their  companions. 

This  theatre  was  the  joint  property  of 
odicmd  O'Brien  and  Mr.  Hammerdey ;  it 
was  taken  cffthe  upper  back  rooms  of  both 
houses,  and  was  believed  by  lord  Elles- 
meie^s  fiinuly  to  be  a  locked-up  store- 
room ;  it  had  neither  pit  or  gallery,  but  a 
splendid  range  of  boxes,  sufBcienUy  large 
to  aooommodate  with  ease  nearty  a  hun- 
dred spectators,  rich  in  decoration,  light, 
tasteful,  and  elegant. 

Hammersley  sprung  on  the  stage,  and, 
with  graceful  ease,  displayed  his  varied 
powers  of  excell^ice  in  Hamlet,  Romeo, 
Acres,  and  3ob  Hasody;  then,  suddenly 
changing  to  young  Meadows,  he  warbled 
ibrth,  ''  Ob,  bad  I  been  by  fate  decreedr 

while 
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while  his  eyes  were  fixed  with  soul-sub- 
duing tenderness  on  the  youthful  widow ; 
he  then  bounded  towards  her  with  the 
graceful  agility  of  Harlequin,  and  kneeling 
theatrically  at  her  feet,  besought  his  liege 
h3^  to  issue  her  sovereign  commands,  and 
say  what  the  play  should  be. 

The  gratified  young  beauty  appealed  to 
thesignora,  who,  unwilling  her  musical 
abilities  should  be  concealed  from  the  as- 
sembled friends  of  sir  Arthur,  gently  re- 
plied that  an  opera  would  be  most  grati- 
fying to  lady  Glenfield,  who  was  never 
weary  of  the  concord  of  sweet  sounds. 

"  And  if  the  wish  of  dear  variety  should 
perchance  dssail  her  heart,  and  our  amia- 
ble vice-quefen  hereafter  be  inclined  to  the 
melting  mood,**  said  the  glowing  Hain- 
mersley,  **  I  will  be  the  lovesick  Romeo, 
the  royal  Dane,  or  Peruvian  Rolla,  at  her 
excellency's  command." 

Love  in  a  ViHage  was  at  length  deter- 
mined on,  and  young  Meadows  sutig, 
spouted,  and  frolicked  around  his  Rosetta 

F  6  with 
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with  a  thousand  wild  gaieties;  but  the 
countenance  of  sir  Arthur  became  sad  and 
heavy. 

*^  Declare,  inr  knight,"  said  the  sportive 
Hammersley,  **  what  sombre  thought  has 
clouded  that  honest  brow  of  thine ;"  and 
the  signora,  with  a  look  of  deep  interest 
and  suasive  softness  of  manner,  inquired 
ifhewasill? 

*^  I  was  thinking,  ma'am,"  and  the  ba- 
rcmet  sighed  heavily,  '^that  Lucius  O'Brien 
always  plays  Eustace,  and  he  will  not  be 
for  giving  it  up  now,  sedng  the  wide 
world  could  not  produce  such  another 
Luanda." 

**  And  the  wide  world  could  not  pro- 
duce  such  another  Hodge  as  yourself,  sir 
knight,"  cried  Hammer8ley,with  his  usual 
impatience;  '^  and  so,  for  the  good  of  the 
play,  my  own  dear  cousin,  sir  Arthur,  be 
l^greeable  to  scold  it  out  with  my  dster 
Rorina,  who  is  a  very  lovely  Madge— every 
one  has  their  own  notion  of  beauty,  oouski 
Frank" 

«Your 
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''  Your  sister  Rosey  was  never  much  to 


my  taste,  except  in  the  way  of  kindred  r^ 
lationship  and  goodwill.'' 

^  And  who  wants  your  goodwill  in  any 
other  way,  sir  Arthur  ?"  sud  Hammersley, 
half  saucily,  half  offended.  '^  Rosina 
Hammersley  need  not  die  in  despair, 
though  she  cannot  boast  sir  Arthur  O'Dwy- 
er  is  her  lover.** 

^  I  did  not  mean  to  vex  you,  cousin 
Frank,"  said  the  good  baronet^  who  seem- 
ed anxious  to  restore  the  smiles  of  his  pe^ 
tulant  &vourite ;  ^  all  I  meant  by  talkhig 
about  your  sister  Bosey,  was,  whom  I 
love  dearly  well  for  a  cousin,  as  in  duty 
bound———"  The  baronet  stopped,  and 
stammered—'^  The  upshoi  is»  cousin 
Frank,  without  arguing  any  more  about 
it,  I  would  rather  play  Eustace,  and  let 
Ludus  play  Hodge." 

^  And  so  spoil  the  whole  opera  at  once. 
Signora,  sweet  and  lovely  &ir^"  and  Ham- 
merslqr  knelt,  in  mock  heroics,  ^  com- 
mand 
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mand  your  faithfiil  knigh1>-J)e  will  not  re- 
bel against  his  sovereign  lady." 

It  required  all  the  art  of  the  signora  da 
Cortina  to  conceal  the  triumph  of  her 
heart,  while  her  manner  was  sufficiently 
lexpressive  to  convince  sir  Arthur  of  her 
fondest  affection.  ^' 

He  3rielded  to  her  soft  entreaties,  and 
hung  enamoured  over  her  witching  form, 
her  syren  tongue. 

^  Aiid  now,  sir  knight,  late  of  tiie 
gloomy  and  discontented  l»x>w,  from  which 
the  bright  sun  of  beauty  has  chased  away, 
most  fortunately  for  the  prosperity  and 
happiness  of  our  theatrical  career,  the 
hiurky  vapours,  which,  like  the  douds  of 
a  misty  morning,  obscured  tiie  native  be- 
nignity of  your  countenance,  declare,  aflo* 
consultation  meet  with  your  sovereign 
lady,  when  are  we  to  exhibit  our  .first  re- 
hearsal?'' 

•   **  We  havfe  quite  sufficient  employ- 
ment till  S^nt  Patrick's  day,"  said  the  sig« 

n#ra; 
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nora;  '^  when  that  festive  day  is  edebrated, 
our  greatest  |>leasare  tiben  will  be  to  please 
you.'' 

A  loud  knocking  at  the  hall-docxr  an- 
nounced the  return  of  lord  Ellesmer^  and 
the  ladies  were  astonished  to  find  more 
than  two  hours  had  sweetly  glided  away 
m  happy  thoughtlessness  of  time;  and^ 
wiih  many  kind  and  courteous  speeches 
on  all  sides,  tiiey  separated,  and  the  sig- 
mifrsL  was  seated  iti  her  dressing-room,  as 
nearly  convalescent,  when  her  unsuspect- 
ing friends^  tiie  ladies  Heatherly  and  £1- 
lesmere,  entered,  to  make  their  affection- 
ate kiijuiri^. 

With  anxiety  almost  paternal,  doctor 
Clemehts  observed  the  great  alteration 
which  had  taken  place  ht  the  marquis  of 
Heatherly;  his  bright  colour  had  &died, 
his  animated  smile  was  seen  no  more,  and, 
with  genuine  surprise,  the  good  doctor 
heard  himself  accused  by  lady  Ellesmere 
as  the  cause. 

**  You  have  pnmiaded  him  into  the  be- 
lief 
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lief  that  BosabeL  is  oonsumptivi^  and  he 
sits  maping  at  home  like  an  owl,  with  a 
&oe  like  a  ghort^  and  a  heart  as  heavy  as 
lead.  As  you  have  contrived  to  make 
them  both  dekt  doctor  Clements,  to  gra- 
tify yoursdf,  I  wish  you  would  contrive 
to  make  them  well  again^  to  gratify  me. 
I  wish  Rosabel  was  of  ag^  that  all  these 
fiigfats  and  fean,  and  plague  and  prasiD^ 
might  be  over;**  and  the  tears  of  grief  and 
anger  mingled  on  the  cheek  of  the  artless 
lady  EUesmere. 

Doctor  Clements,  who  perceived  the 
grief  of  the  countess  was  real  and  unaffect- 
ed, endeavoured  to  sooth  her  into  com- 
posure ;  but  every  effort  was  unavailing; 
the  aversion  of  her  ladyship  was  too  firmly 
rooted  to  recdve  any  ccmsolation  at  his 
hands,  and  they  parted — ^with  civility,  in- 
deed, but  mutually  irritated  against  each 
other. 

The  marquis  was  sitting  with  lady  Ro- 
sabel, and  doctor  Clements,  without  seem- 
ing to  perceive  the  alteration  in  his  look 

and 
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and  manner,  asked  him  to  a  friendly  din- 
ner, which  the  doctor  was  frequently  in  the 
habit  of  doing. 

The  marquis  instantly  complied^  de- 
lighted to  escape  a  large  dinner-party  at 
lord  ConoUy's,  where  they  were  always  the 
gayest  of  the  gay. 

After  dinner  doctor  Clements  mention- 
ed the  accusation  of  lady  EUesmere  to  the 
marquis.  The  truant  colour  returned  to 
suffuse  his  cheeks  with  the  deepest  crim- 
son, and  his  hands  veiled  for  a  moment  his 
glowing  countenance. 

^  I  fear  to  incur  your  ridicule  or  your 
censure,  my  estimable  friend,  if  I  confess 
the  truth ;  yet  give  me  your  patient  hear- 
ing, and  I  will  tell  you  all — acknowledge 
the  weakness— the  &tality,  shall  I  call  it? 
•—that  has  destroyed  my  youthful  bloom, 
depressed  the  happy  gaiety  once  so  buoy- 

His  lordship  then  mentioned  the  bem** 
tifiil  unknown  he  had  seen  but  for  a  mo- 
ment in  the  apartment  of  lady  RosabeL 

^She 
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**  She  blooms  in  my  nightly  visions,  in 
my  morning  dream;  her  heavenly  form, 
her  seraph  smile,  rest  on  my  waking 
thoughts,  and  vain  is  reason-^vain  is  manly 
pride,  to  repel  this  lovely  intruder,  thiis 
fondly-cherished  vision,  from  my  heart; 
since  that  morning,  fatal  or  blissful — I  know 
not  yet  its  most  appropriate  name — ^my 
gentle  Rosa  has  been  denied  the  solace  of 
her  sweet  society :  and  now  you  have  my 
secret,  doctor  Clements,  be  merciful  and 
pity  me.  This  seraph  girl  can  be  no 
stranger  to  you,  my  friend ;  yet  I  forboie 
to  make  inquiries,  lest  you  should  esteem 
it  a  Inreach  of  the  implicit  faith  I  owed  to 
the  benevolent  Mends  of  Rosabel,  and  suf- 
fered this  heart-corroding  misery  in  si- 
lence, this  doubt  unmixed  with  hope,  this 
certainty  of  being  shunned,  or,  still  more 
bitter  the  reflection,  scorned.** 

The  countenance  of  doctor  Clenaents 
beanied  with  all  the  benevolence  of  his 
hestrt ;  the  smile  of  gratified  pleasure  rest- 
ed- on  his  lip,  as  he  spoke  peace  and  com- 
fort 
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fort  i9  tht4)b9oai  of  hig  young  fiiencL-— 
^  Hiree  dagra  ago  I  would  have  said — mar- 
quis of  Haatherly,  think  of  this  cherub 
girl  nomoF^^she  is  the  destined  wife  of 
aiiol^er*<^estined  too  from  her  cradle;  but 
her  intended  'husband,  unconscious  of  this 
destineA  happiness,  has  dissolved  the  aur- 
boiit  security  of  her  guardian  friend,  and 
left  her  free  to  choose ;  he  has  fixed  his 
fend,  his  not*to-be-alienated  afiections  on 
another,  as  perfect  in  purity,  almost  as 
perfect  in  loveliness.  Hope  every  thing 
most  cheering  to  your  heart,,  my  excellent 
)roung  friend,  and  let  your  recovered 
bloom  and  gaiety  convince  me  of  your 
firm  reliance  on  my  faith.  I  cannot  now 
be  more  explicit — ^your  lordship  must  al- 
low me  to  dismiss  this  subject  for  the  pre- 
sent." 

Abundant  were  the  acknowledgments 
of  the  marquis ;  but  the  doctor  good-hu- 
mouredly  silenced  his  expressive  gratitude. 
— "  Reserve  your  thanks,  my  lord,  till  you 
have  more  solid  cause  for  thankfulness 

than 
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fed»  dther  by  death,  or  a  wish  to  change, 
distressed  foreigners  were  only  allowed  to 
supply  the  place  so  vacated. 

^*  To  this  asylum  the  young  baronet  was 
brought  by  his  unde,  to  be  purified  firom 
the  heresies  of  his  father,  and  to  be  initiat- 
ed in  the  different  branches  of  literature, 
either  polished  or  profound,  m  which  many 
of  these  emigrant  clergymen  excelled. 

**  The  young  Arthur  soon  became  the 
plajrthing  of  age,  and  his  docile  temper 
recdved  the  instruction  which  was  con- 
veyed with  gentle  kindness ;  and  no  &ult 
was  ever  seen  among  them  in  this  idol- 
ized boy. 

'^  A  few  weeks  previous  to  his  introduc- 
tion to  the  Brothers  of  Charity,  as  they 
Were  pompously  styled  by  Mr.  M^Der- 
mot,  two  new  members  had  been  admitted, 
to  supply  the  place  of  two  who  had  died 
of  happy  (dd  age.  They  were  both  young, 
one  a  native  of  Italy,  Isidore  di  Urbino^ 
St  Pierre  de  Rosney,  his  companion,  tbe 
descendant  of  a  noble  French  family.    A 

young 
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youBg  lad  liad  followed  their  foHunes,  and 
wati^admilted  n  domestic  intb  ttie  Asylum 
for  ih^%others  of  Charity.  Jean  Dutx)is 
had  bten  /fbrnierly  servant  id  an  openu- 
dancei;  of  tome  celebrity^  at  Paris,  and  by 
imitntiiig  hisj  master^  was  himself  no  de^ 
))idabte  proficient  id  ttte«  capering  ^ci^oe. 
I'aih  dmsrininutey  to  acecAint  for  the  itnafay 
accomplishments  youKviU  find  possessed 
by'  nr  Arthur^  on  a  more  intimate  ae> 
quaintance,  when  hia  time  is  not  solely 
occupied  by  making  love  to  the  signcnra  da 
Cortina* 

**  JeaA  Dubois  was  the  attendant  and 
much-loved  companicm  of  the  juvenile 
banmet,  and  be  soon  tatight  him  to  caper, 
and  cut,'  and  dance^  with  eijual  agility  as 
himself;  while  f^e:  gqod-natuired  Italian 
felt  no  deff^dation  toi  play  6»  his  much^ 
loved  Cremona  ev^  merry  tune  he  was 
master  of^^  ipr  their  gmtification.  ' 

''  ,T1ie  little  hands^  of  the  j' baronet  soon 
festetol  on  the  Cremona  of  &Uier  Isidore, 
and  the  delighted  Ita&m  Retard  his  own 

fOL.  II.  G  tones 
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tones  imitated.  Master  of  the 
and  proudly  fond  of  his  pupil,  sir  Ardnu; 
if  he  did  not  excel,  fiilly  equalled  his 
master.  Under  Us  gnidaace,  the  tuv 
oommonly-fine  voice  of  the  baronet  at- 
tained its  present  standard  of  perfection ; 
while  this  petted  darling  was  dedar- 
ed  lio  be  master  of  every  accomplish- 
menty  endowed  with  every  virtue,  in  the 
letters  which  his  unde  received  fitnn  the 
pious  brotherhood;  and  Mrs.  O'Dwyer 
displayed  in  her  dressing-room  many  beau- 
tiful specimens  of  sir  Arthur^s  skill,  as  a 
painter,  finished  beneath  the  guiding  hand 
of  St.  Pierre  de  Rosney. 

**  When  sir  Arthur  had  completed  his 
twdfth  year,  his  nurse,  now  a  widow,  re- 
turned to  her  &mity ;  die  was  a  native  of 
Kerry ;  her  brother  was,  at  this  period,  a 
respectable  &rmar,  sober,  industrious,  and 
greatly  esteemed  in  the  ndighbouihood ; 
his  large  and  well-r^ulated  fiimily,  ac- 
companied by  their  parents,  regularly  at- 
tended the  chapd  of  the  asyluni  on  Sun- 
days 
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<lays  abd  holidays,  and  stood  Ugh  in  the 
estimation  of  the  pious  brotherhood. 

''  Mrs.  Ryan  was  readily  admitted  to  see 
her  nurseling,  and  her  grief  was  excesstve^  to 
find,  though  hefaadleamedmany  laqguagest 
he  had  nearly  forgot  his  own;  Italian, 
French,  and  Spanish,  he  spoke  with  flkiency 
andelegance,  but  an  English  word  had  never 
met  his  ear,  since  he  became  an  inmate  in 
the  asylum,  till  the  arrival  of  Mrs.  Ryan. 
As  her  visits  were  inadmissible,  after  the 
first  interview  at  the  asylum,  the  entrea- 
ties of  the  young  baronet  prevailed,  and 
he  was  permitted  to  meet  his  nurse  at  the 
well-conducted  farmer  O'Leary's,  fre- 
quently accompanied  by  the  fiithers  St. 
Pierre  and  Isidore ;  but  Jean  Dubois  was 
his  constant  companion,  and,  next  to  his 
young  master,  was  the  idol  of  the  farmer*s 
&Quly ;  he  taught  them  to  dance  and  to 
caper,  and  speak  broken  French,  and  they 
taught  him^  in  return,  to  speak  bad  Eng« 
Usb,  ride  steeple  chases,  and  dance  the 
Irish  jig ;  and  in  this  society  the  Kerry 

o  8  accent. 
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accent;  which,  among  the  peasatttiy,  is 
really  Abominable,  was  fastened  for -ever  on 
the*bah>net ;  his  fine  musicd  ear  greatly 
assisted  to  unharmonize  his  tongue;  his 
peculiar  talent  is  a  facility  in  learning  lan- 
guages, 'and* in  three  years  he  became 
complete  master  of  the  Irish,  which  at  that 
time  he  understood  more  perfectly  than 
'English;-  and  I  have  heard  him  frequ«itly 
declare,  with  all  the  nationality  which 
glows  in  his  honourable  heart,  this  attain- 
ment was  his  highest  boast  ofTcnowledge.— 
"*  Tis  a  sorrowful  thing  to  thinjk  of/  swd 
farmer  O'Leary,  *  that  my  master's  son  has 
no  horse  of  his  own,  while  I  have  horses 
and  cows,  and  sheep  and  land,  and  all 
ovfmg  to  the  bountiful  hand  of  his  fether; 
and  I  was  thinking,  sistel*  Norry,  if  you 
would  ask  our  young  master  if  he  would 
be*agreeable  to  do  me  the  pleasure  to  ac- 
cept of  the  chesnirt  filly,  who  is  a  beautiful 
little  beast,  sure-footed,  and  as-sweet-tem- 
pered as  himself,  begging  his  pardon  for 
making  the  comparison  t  and  Tim  and 

Terry 
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Teny  could  teach  him  to  leap  land.  to  ride, 
seeing  there  is  not  two  tighter  or  know* 
inger  lads  in  the  way  of  hoi!seflesh  or 
horsemanship  in  the  whole  country :  and 
it  would  be  a  mortal  sin  and  a  shame  that 
our  young  master  would  not  know  how  to 
ride,  when  he  conaes  to  have  hunters  and 
hounds  of  his  own,  as  his  father  had  before 
him,  and  that  he  pould  not  be  a  men^ber 
of  the  Lucan  hunt^  for  want  of  knowledge^ 
for  all  his  greiat  learning ;  and  that  would  be 
a  sorrowful  .sight  to.  see,  and  a  sorrowful 
thing  to  hear  of,  sister  Norry»  seeing;  who 
has  a  better  right  to  be  a  member  .ths^)  his 
father's  son,  who  con»esof  the  best,  st^ck 
ia  the  whole  country,  in  the- way  of  thick 
blood  and .  ancient  quality/ — ^  Learning !' 
muttered  Mrs.  Ryan-r-'  I  am  sure  it  was  a 
happy  .day  for  hixa  that  I  came  home,  poor 
child,  or  he  would  noli  know  how  to  say  yes 
Of  no  in  bis  own  .motlier  tongue^  as  I  may 
call  it»  for  it.  is  mimy  a  long,  d^y  .ago  siqce 
the  quality  and  the  geqtry.coi) versed  conv- 
fiMl;ahly;in  Irish  tpge^l^er ;  and  how  woul^ 

Q  8  the 
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the  yoong  ladies  in  Dublin  look  at  hio^ 
brother  Jerry,  when  he  began  to  jabber  at 
them  in  Greek  ftnd  Latin,  and  other  out- 
landish lingos?  I  am  sure  they  would  think 
him  all  ignonmus  in  good  earnest :  and 
then,  did  not  he  learn  to  danoe  like  a 
Christian  among  us,  not  standing  <hi  one 
leg,  or  springing  up  in  the  air,  for  all  the 
world  like  a  r(^*dancer,  or  a  stage-player 
<^-or  with  one  hand  stuck  in  his  side,  and 
the  other  pointed  out,  while  be  kept 
whirling  round,  like  nothing  on  earth  but 
a  dancing  teapot  ?  and  after  all,  brother 
Jerry,  does  not  he  look  like  a  young  oAU 
with  his  hair  flying  all  about  him  ?  I  was 
coaxing  him  for  two  hours  yesterday,  just 
to  let  me  cut  half-a-yard  of  it  off;  but 
no  such  thing,  and  I  cried  for  spite  at  his 
stubbornness ;  but  he  said,  though  it  went 
to  his  heart  to  vex  me,  it  would  break  it 
aItogeth»  to  grieve  good  father  Anselmo, 
who  took  such  pride  to  comb  and  curl  it 
round  his  fingers;  and  though  it  often  half- 
blinded  him,  not  one  hair  should  come  off 

his 
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Ids  heady  while  it  gratified  his  own  dear 
1?^  Ansdmo  to  look  at  it' 

"  From  sir  Arthur  I  heard  this  oonver- 
sation,  which  I  have  considerably  abridge 
ed.  He  was  an  unsuspected  auditor,  and 
to  gratify  the  kind-hearted  fiurmer,  he  ac- 
cepted the  dbesnut  filly,  on  condition  only 
of  his  taking  two  when  the  baronet  be* 
came  of  age. 

^  I  now  introduce  sir  Arthur  ODwyer 
as  an  equestrian  of  celebrity ;  he  was  fore- 
most at  fox  or  steeple  chase,  nor  hedge 
nor  ditch,  nor  brake  nor  bar,  impeded  his 
progress;  and  Tim  and  Terry  OLeary 
sounded  bis  fame,  and  gloried  in  the  tri- 
umph of  young  master  sir  Arthur ;  while 
Jean  Dubois  attended  the  feats  and  the 
fiolics  o£  his  master,  stuck  firmly  behind 
the  fearless  Tim  ot  Terry,  fi>r  two  very 
good  reasons ;  the  first  was,  the  unskilful 
hand  of  Dubois  could  never  be  taught  to 
guide  the  rein,  and,  after  two  <nr  three  falls, 
gave  up  the  attempt  altogether ;  while  he 

felt  bold  as  a  lion,  unconsdous  of  dr^d, 

Q  4  itnd 
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and  caidess  of  ridicule,  when  finnly  seited 
behind  either  of  the  dauntless  knd  IfkitCal 
OLiearys ;  tl^  other  was,  the  good  fiunier 
found 'it  quite  sufficient  to  give  up  one 
horse*  and  he  would  not  suffer  his  young 
master  to  run  wild  over  the  country,  with- 
out either  Tim  or,  Terry  to  iittend'  hlor. 

4 

Thus  all  were  pleased  and  happy  ^^drid 
sir  Arthur  esteems  these  the  mdst  halcyon 
dayso£hisilife.  ' 

**  His  long  ai)d  irequently-repectted  ab- 
sences' ftotA  the  asylum  first  gHev^  and 
then  alarmed,  the  pious  brothertiobd ;  and 
the  first  sound  of  refproof  sir  Arthur  ever 
heard,  wtas  wh6n  father  Anselmo  accused 
him  with  want  of  aflfection  to  thos^  fii^ei^s 
thai  loved  him  so  dearly,  '   ' 

'  "  Humbled  even  to  tears,  the  truatnt 
confessed?  the  feet,  and  promised,  if  tbfey 
would  allow  hith  to  ra(fe  and -ride  on  their 
own  territory,  he  would  pass  the  boutiflsry 
no  more.  i    .    ■ 

"  The  permission  was  instantly  ^fd- 
ed,  and  many^it  summ^r'ii  evehhig  was 
'     '  ^  whiled 


\9d1UQd  b«9pily  away  by  t|i^  j^lpjp  JJi^^o- 
thecbood,  9?  tbey  witnessed^  th,^  eq^mpj^triap 
feate  of  tU^iF  youthful  f^voui;it^. 

*'  Jean  Dubois,  who  had  every*  relistn^ 
on-  the  $]d}l  and  good  nature  qf  the  yopng 
Q'I.4^xyS|  &^t  b^n  to  var]^  the  sceqe, 
hy  ^twdii^g  up  behind  Tim  or  Teri^y,  thqn 
to  d^nce  9  few  steps  ;  ^nd  the  well-trsgin- 
ed  and  good-tempered  luiimal  tl^ey  always 
rode»  in  a  ^hort  tin^  becan^  ^fp^stpmed 
to  the  fepliiss.  of  ]j)ttfaQis ;  and  •[ egn  ^limself, 
fining  GOiWg?  by  praptice,  capergd  away, 
and  thi^  horse  at.  fuU  signed,  huk  holdiqg 
sepurely  at  the  swe  time  tbjs  s)iofi]4^r9 
of  young  O'Leary*      . 

*'  Th»  baionei^>  T^ho  cpuld  with  :ease 
yj^ult  over  t:\^o  horses  ft  once,  thought  he 
top  sbcmid  dance  op  horspback^  aud  prac- 
tised*, fin:  a  long  time,  in  s^cif^jU  Little 
Norah,  as  he  called  his  chesQut  .{nare,  was 
amenable  to  every  frolic  of  her  master, 
and  seemed  to  enjoy  the  triumph  of  sir 
Arthur,  as  he  dashed  out  an  equestrian 
hero.  Terror  soon  gave  place  to  admira*- 
,  G  5  tion^ 
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tioot  and  die  bmnless  fiMics,  the  innocent 
gamboh,  of  these  young  people,  formed 
tiie  reofestion  oftlie  ddSlgfated  and  gufldeai 
brotlierhood. 

^  Thns  bappiljr  passed  the  days  of  sir 
Arthur,  unocmscious  of  evil  or  somnr,  till 
he  had  nearly  attained  his  sixteenth  yea*. 
His  unde,  Mr.  ODwyer,  had  remmoed 
the  last  four  years  m  England,  that  his 
only  dkild,  the  &ir  Clementina,  might  re- 
eeive  the  highest  po&h  that  education 
eoutd  bestour;  and  Mr.  (yDwyer  deter- 
mined  thu  phoenu  in  exedledce  should  be 
the  wile  of  his  nephew^^  whom  he  was 
taught  to  heEeve  a  paragon  of  perfection ; 
and  the  future  marchioness  of  Bsdlindeny 
elect  returned  to  belaud  ta  eelelvate  h^ 
fifteenth  natal  day,,  at  that  period  wlken 
sir  Arthur  was  at  the  zenitk  c€  his  glory,. 
as  an  efuestnui  heso^ 


CHAP- 
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CHAPTER  VIIL 


The  Guardian  Uncle. 

^  Ok  a  beautifid  evening  in  Jmi^  when 
Nature  wote  hetgifeet  livery,  and  feaflier- 
ed  songsters  warbled  fiirth  their  caiolsgay^ 
Mr.  O'Dwyer  left  his  carriage  and  ser* 
vants  at  an  inn,  and^txseeded  to  the  asy- 
lum on  foot,  which  was  scarcely  half-a^mU^ 
distant. 

^  As  he  stood  <m  an  eminence  which 
commanded  a  bold  and  distinct  view  of 
llie  Tomantie  scenery  aromid^  fab  eyes  sud^ 
deoly  rested  on  tiie  lawn  belonging  to  the 
asylunh  Mr.  O'Dwyer  at  first  believed 
some  optical  delusion  had  taken  place,  and 
rubbed  his  eyes,  to  dear  the  charmed  vi- 
fion^fiom  his  sight ;  but  still  the  scone  re- 
mained undianged,  and   anger  mii^Ied 

G  6  with 
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with  astonishment  at  what  he  saw  too 
dearly. 

^*  Beneath  the  spreading  trees  which  or« 
namented  the  lavtm/L  ^taven;  of  the  pious 
brothers  sat,  contented  and  happy,  enjoy- 
ing the  evening  breeze,  and  the  equestrian 
feats  and  hardoless  gambols  of  sir  Arthur 
and  his  humble  friends ;  while  father  Isi- 
rdore  flourished  ^way.liis  toi^nii^fe  ^i)€(  /or 
4;faeir  gixiii&mfk^imi^.h^ 
.t|i^e.  holy  \and.!wcltidieS  fiith^  adi^it 
*h(»^e-jocl^s.or  xnounteb^nM  ifvtp  thi&  sa- 
-cred  Retreat  frQm'W0fcld}yi:Yii{^^%Q4&09i 
'worldly,  fflwis?*  thought!*  ^Mr^  Q'Dvjm.f^ 
his  recumbent  form  rested  agains.^  :ai  tr^ 
f while  he  viewed  ^  ^roup  b^fbx^  hjUK^ 

^'  Jfihe  evttiingfj wastj  siUtfy-rr^ir..  -Ailfev 
•was  i^vesi^ed.  of  his  <90At^ j90€|{i)«ffi9l<^l> 
and  hp.  Iqag  hiui  which?  fl©^*§i.iPvfeeB- 
merable  riiiglets -.overcjii*  8l*>|ild,(¥rHg[>«5P 
loosely  t\ed  by jtibhick  tibboKi  i^  he  WQ^  up 
hat,  but  a  silk.'handkerdiid*  boiilAd  .Vt^ftP^ 
•bis-  br^nvs;  whiiOh^Diibais  had;  tiKktodLjiP 
artHiUy,  that  rat  ^  ^tma^iheiTfiuiifiMP 

I-  )     '  Mr- 


Mr.  O'Dwyer^  it  had  «U  tlieafs^earance.of 
a  cap  and  feather ;  and  thus  accoutred,  he 
mM  away,:Vappy  m  ,the  hippines^  he 
b^istowe^  9n,  then^.  he.  loved  so  well^  while 
Dubo^  ^^^  jTCTiy/received  th^  plaudits 

due  to  th^  innope^t  ?P^l^?t^  ^^  please; 
and  Tiffi,  now  the  day '$: work . w^s  over* 
footediit  merrily  with opeof  h,^s  li^le  bro- 
tbew  ;©)  .tb0  spund  pf  tte,  Crjginqnif. ,  \.  J 
-^  ^^/At  tentpihi  ^onyincod  t^er  scene  w((s 
Slid  r^Uty^  thp  )prdly-bigtite4  and  high- 
ly-incensed, Mr.  Q'Dwyer  descended*  from 
Jm.  Ipfty  jetqi^eao^,  a^d  trod  thp  ps^th 
,ii4jK^,, grinding  rpmi4  tb^  galley,  brought 
.him.  t^  t^  «§K}QiaQ*-  ^nd  be  .fippeared  be- 
fore the  firotherf  of  Charily  as  .the  angry 
^fspQk  yY^iUing,  had  hge;tbe  power,  to  an- 
f4j^]^^  their  pre?^nt  happiQess-r-their  fu- 

aad  Wii«*:Jlftm|BpJe^;fath?r,jnJATr»'  began 
Mr.  Q'I>?r.yejr,!*J^o.\Ted..this  munificent 
dtM^atioin  on  ,t|)e  ;wrai}.dering  sons  of  cha- 
,ntoir.?pe»diffdj]ts,>ijf  ..fiWt^ves,  he  be- 

liey,^;,bis  ]»Wi#4V-M^  im.^^^^ 

.-I  to 
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ib  relieve  the  wants— to  rescue  from  tiie 
deepest  abyss  of  human  miser7»holy  priests 
worthy  of  the  rdi^on  they  professed- 
worthy  the  master  they  professed  to  senre^ 
holy  men  dead  to  sin — dead  to  all  carnal 
vanities — dead  to  all  carnal  weakness  and 
pleasures ;  and  how  hare  I,  his  sucoesscnv 
found  you  employed»ye  faithlett  servants? 
—Neither  watching  or  praying,  but  in- 
duing in  rioting— in  carnal  delights— 
the  sanctity  of  this  asylum  bestowed  by 
charity,  pro&ned  by  mountebanks  and 
hon^riders ;  while  one,  even  of  your  own 
community,  with  unblushing  effitmteiy, 
turns  fiddler  to  these  strolling  vagabonds.^ 
^  The  leader  of  these  vagabonds  sprang 
from  his  horse  with  angry  defiance  on  bis 
brow,  and  Mr.  O'Dwyer  had  no  idea  tiie 
almost  gigantic  youth  before  him;  for  sir 
Arthur  had  then  attained  his  present iie^bt, 
was  his  nephew,  the  slender  stripling  he 
bad  parted  from  four  years  back— ^  And 
pray,  Mr.O'Dwyer,'demanded  thebaronel^ 
haughtily,  in  French,  in  which  kngu^ 

his 
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■  • 

his  unde  had  addressed  the  brotherhood, 
^  which  is  it  to  prove,  the  purity  of  your 
Christian  faith,  or  your  polished  high-bred 
manners,  that  you  have  thus  dared  to  in- 
trude, with  insulting  violence,  into  this 
asylum,  sanctified  as  it  is  by  the  presence 
of  these  holy  men,  whose  lives  are  pure 
and  spotless  before  men,  arid  I  trust  and 
believe,  appear  pure  and  spotless  before 
the  throne  of  Mercy?' 

••  Mr.  CDwyer  turned  to  view  the  un- 
daunted querist,  who  looked  the  stem  in- 
dignation he  felt  at  this  unmanly  attack, 
so  severely  made  on  his  aged  and  defence- 
less friends. — *  My  child,'  said  fiither  An- 
selmo,  gently,  *  remember  obedience  is 
due  to  your  unde ;  affection  and  respect 
should  rest  on  your  lips,  my  son,  not  in- 
sult, when  you  address  your  oxily  surviv- 
ing parent/ — ^'Can  I  be  a£fectionate  where 
I  am  called  a  stroller  and  a  vagabond? — 
can  I  be  respectful  to  him  who  loads  with 
opprobrium  and  insult  those  friends,  dear  to 
my  heart  a&  the  vital  stream  which  warma 
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it,  and  which  I.  would  fieeljr  Aed  in  Ae- 
.  fence  of  their  happiness^  or  to  secure  their 
tranquillity  ?  Let  Mr.  O'Dwyer  sue  for 
pardon,  sinner  as  he  is,  fron^  these  pious 
fathers  he  has  so  jgrossly^  so  wantonly  in- 
sulted; and  then,  if  he  eonceives  himself 
offended  by  any  want  of  impact  oa  n,y 
part,  I  am  willing  to  make  ^  apology., 
however  humhle,  and  to  confess  the  cau^e 
of  my  commencing  stroller  and  yagaboncl;. 
at.  the  same  time  I  shall  take  the  liberty 
to  mform  him^  had  those  n^es  sounded 
on  my  ear  through  any  lips  but  his  own,, 
they  sh0uld  -have  cause  to  remember  the 
falsehood  to  their  life's  end.' 
."  By  the  persuasion  of  father  Ansehno,. 

. Jjpined  to  the  entreaties  of  the  guileless 
brotherhood,  the  young  hero  was  soothed 
into  submissipn,  but  not  till  Mr.  O'Dwyer 

.  apologized :  for  bis.;n9istake  ki  supposing 
his  nephew  a  horpe-Joekiey  or  a  mqunte- 

.'bajak ;  his  appeampp^  imi  certainly  jpaore 

^  the  look  of  a  strqller  than  a  ^ehtlenian; 

.  but  he  hoped  thepe  freaks  would  cease  in 

future-— 
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fiiture'-^that  hi9  ^ood  MeuSi%  >  Ab  father^' 
might  *not  8tifi&  ft  dimincitiqn  qi  the  re- 
spect due  to  ih&r  age  'and  religious  piOi* 
feiEision  bf  the  fblljr  df  hkiMephew:  arid 
Mr.  O'Dwyer  fiirtheT  hoped:  the  fathers 
would  iqrget  the '  severity  df  bis  ^r^uke; 
when  they  reflected  it  origijiated  i»  theifr 
weak  indulgence  ^  this  pv^i^^rown  boy «: 

*'  This  ungracious  apology,  if  apcdogy  it 
might  be  palfed,  was  accepted  Iby  die^con- 
cifiating  brothers^*  Init^  it  rested. 'dt^^  the 
disiceiinng-  hSnd  of  tlle>  5?>ung^  hwtm66 H 
alntter'Sai^isaaws^aiid  d^dtigb  lib.  fin^bore 
tospe£ikliiB  isditiineiits^'fais  count^ianoe 
was  suiSSciently  dc^t^ssiYe  of  "Us^  feelings. 

"  Thfe  next  morplftg  "Mi.  O'Dwyek 
inentiotied  his.  Mtetitii^  of*  taking  sir .  Ar^ 
thur  witb  hiHh  tbJDubiih,'to'sei|  Mri.anrf 
Miss/0*Dwyer— •T'he 'streefe^of  Bublin 
will  be  Vefry  dusty ^ami^  disa^eabfe  at  this 
seasoQ  of  the  y^eto^^  remarked  tb^  baronet: 

^'  bidigtidtioti  i^^sed  tfae^heek  qV'^r^ 
01>Wyer-i^*  L<K)ttld  »cafli>fcly.Mfipl^^ 
ArtHutv  thfat  th6dtisi:df«be-sttktJt*diild 

.'•  •;  •■'•  be 


be  thought  of  before  yom  aunt  and  eoa« 
sin.  I  pn^ose  going  to  Bella  Vista,  pny 
seat,  near  tbe  Black  Bock»  in  a  few  days; 
I  hope  it  will  meet  the  approbation  of  your 
very  rural  idea%  sir  .Ajrthur.' — *  Cannot 
tell  till  I  see  ity*  was  the  laconic  reply.  *  I 
am  v^  happy,  very  cpntented,  where  I 
am,  unde  ODwyer,  and  I  have,  no  wish 
to  change.' 

«  Sad  and  sanowM  was  the  parting  rf 
f&t  Arthur  from  his  fiiends,  and  Mr* 
O'Dwyer  secretly  determined  the  separa- 
tion should  eontinue  as  long  as  he  hdd 
any  power  over  the  juvenile  baronet. 

^  I  was  catting  with  the  ladies  whra  sir 
Arthur  made  his  appearance  in  Granby- 
row^  not  indeed  the  w^grown  school- 
hoy  I  expected  to  see,  but  a  youthful 
Hercules,  whose  dignified  and  maidy  air 
bid  defiance  to  childish  control.  His 
clownish  gut  and  obsol^^e  gaUantry  ar^ 
equally  assumed,  and  though  no  fop,  sir 
Arthur  always  dressed  well,  and  as  a  gen- 
tleman ;  his  hunting«fix)Gk  and  cap  were 

purposely 
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purposely  abased,  and  his  hair  let  to  grow 
wild,  to  exhibit  his  first  appearance  to  the 
dgQora  as  a  wild  Irishman,  which  the  power 
of  her  sovereign  beauty  was  predestined  to 
humanize  and  subdueintolove.— »*  I  wonder 
where  papa  picked  up  this  wild  man  of 
the  woods/  said  the  aU-acoomplished  Cle« 
mentina,  with  affected  terror ;  ^  I  hope  he 
is  quite  tame  and  harmless.  This  cannot 
he  the  paragon  of  perfection,  sir  Arthur 
O'Dwyer :  oblige  me,  doctor  Clements— 
inquire  who  that  extraordinary-looking 
heing  is,  and  what  brought  him  here;'  and 
the  haughty  Mrs.  ODwyer  looked  the 
disdain  she  felt  at  this  unwelcome  intru- 
der. 

**  I  instantly  recollected  the  expressive 
countenance— *the  open  brow  of  my  young 
rdative^  and  bade  him  welcome  with  the 
affectionate  goodwill  I  really  felt;  the 
cordial  pressure  of  my  hand  was  returned 
with  grateftd  emotion,  as  he  softly  said— 
^  I  have  one  relative  I  can  love.' 

^  As  if  unwilling  to  approach  the  la^ 

dies» 
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hetddlcmy  ariili^  and  plabed  hhntielf 
me  on  a*  sofal  He  regained  for 
some  time  abisorbed  in  his  own  reflectioni^ 
while  I  took  a  more  mimite  survey  of  this 
extraor^tiary  yet  interestmg  youth. 

^^  His  bright  and  glossy  hair  floated  in 
wfld  profusion  over  his  shoulders,  and 
parted,  iii  elosteriilg  etirii^  on  his  ample 
forehead;  hie  looked  ih4  hero  ofother  days, 
divested  of  his  armour;  his-florvring  hair, 
his  noble  bearing,  the  fearless  expresrion  of 
his  dark  blue  eye;  his  polished  brow,  be«^ 
ipoke  the  hero,  iibt  the  puerile  beaix  of  mo^ 
demtimes*  *; 

"  Mr.  O'Dwyer  had  been  in  de^'  coh>^ 
saltation  with  Jiis  lady,  and  now  approach:^ 
ed  us.~-'  Sir  Arthtir,-  sobi  he>  with-  an  air 
i}{  hatigbty  command/^  I  wislr* to*  intro^^ 
duce  you ' tor<Mr&' and '  Mi»s^  0*Dwyer/-* 
^  I'  hope  yoii  have  'ConViheed  the'  titnincs^ 
some  youug'  hdy/  said  the*  baronet^  with 
the  true  Kerry 'twang,  ^  that  the  wild  mom 
of  the  woods  Wont  bite  Kct;'— ♦^  HeaVens 
and   ear&i-    emkdmei'  Mr;  O'Dwyer,. 

*  where 
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*  where  Aid  you  get  thatJnfer^al  Inrogae  ?' 
-for  their  conversation  hitherto  had  passed 
in  the  French  language,  whidi  sir  Arthur 
•spoke  widi  graceful  fluency.—^  Where  I 
learned  EngUfih,  to  be  sure,'  ^replied,  the 
baronet,  cadiuly,  *  at  farmer  0'Leary*s/— - 

*  How -have  I  been  deceived/  cried  the 
half-distraoted  Mr.  O'Dwyer,  *  by  these 
pious  cheats,  these  horse-riding  mounte- 
bapkJoving  priests!  But  I  will  iievenge 
4hQ  misery  and  disappointment  I  have  re- 
eved at^tbeiF  hands,  seven  hundred  fold; 
with  the  heavy  hand  of  power  I  will  re*- 
store  them  to  their  ori^al  state,  and>  fu- 
gitives and  beggars,  they  shall  once  more 
wander  in  a  foreign  land.' 

^  The  delirium,  for  I  can  give  his  con- 
duct no  better  name,  whichhad  taken  pos-' 
ses^on  of  Mr.  CDwyer,  was  really  fright* 
ful'^he  «eemed  scarcely  conscious  of. his 
words  or  aetion»««-he  pulled  the  bell  .with' 
greatiiiolence^t  Send  Wilson  here-JLwant 
bim  to  humanize  the  savages-looking  h.ead 
of  sir  Arthur  O'Dwyer.    What  do  you 

atand 
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Stand  staring  at,  idiot?  Tell  Wilson  to 
come  and  cut  sir  Arthur^s  hair;  in  its  pre- 
sent Yahoo  state  he  is  not  admissible 
among  the  fiiends  I  hare  invited  to  din- 
ner.'—^ Spare  yourself  the  trouble,  young 
man/  said  m  Arthur,  calmly ;  *  my  head 
is  my  own,  and  not  one  hair  shall  come  off 
it,  to  please  either  your  master  or  his 
friends.*— >^  What  means  this  insolent  re- 
bellion to  my  will?'  and  Mr.  O'JDwyer 
stamped  with  furious  vidence.  *  Arrogant 
boy,  you  shall  leam  obedience  to  your 
guardian ;  and  your  hair  shall  not  only  be 
cut,  but  be  shaved  ofl^  if  I  will  it  so !  Sei^d 
Wilson  here  directly !' 

**  Sir  Arthur  sprung  on  his  feet ;  his  lu* 
minous  eyes  flashed  with  indignant  fire ; 
yet  he  spoke  calmly  to  the  servant—*  Be 
off,  young  man»  I  say,  and  that  directly ; 
I  have  more  good  manners,  Yahoo  as  I  am, 
than  to  speak  my  opinion  of  your  mast^ 
before  his  servant,  seeing  I  have  neither 
any  thing  good  or  agreeable  to  say  about 
•  flo  be  off,  if  you  please/ 

^*The 
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^  The  look  which  aooompanied  these 
words  enforced  obedtenoe,  and  the  servant 
left  the  room.-—'  Mr.  O'Dwyer/  said  the 
baronet,  'm  oneof  my  mountebank  ram- 
bles  through  the  country,  I  saw  a  bird  sit- 
ting on  a  bush,  and  this  was  the  song  he 
sung. — *'  Every  minor  has  a  right  to 
choose  his  guardian  at  fourteen ;  and  take 
good  advice,  sir  Arthur  O'Dwyer,**  said 
the  fittle  bird,  ^  and  choose  one  for  your- 
self, seeing  the  one  you  have  is  neither 
good,  or  agreeaUe,  or  faithful  to  his  trust. 
The  lord  chancellor  allows  him  one  thou- 
sand  pounds  a-year  for  your  education, 
and  he  wont  allow  one  pound  a-year  to 
the  pious  fathers  who  took  the  trouble  off 
his  hands,  and  he  leaves  you,  a  shooler 
and  a  beggar  lik^  to  be  reared  by  these 
charitable  fathers ;  and,  mark  my  words, 
sir  Arthur,  he  will  abuse  and  vilify  them 
for  all  their  trouble  and  cost,  and  call  your- 
sdf  a  savage  and  a  Yahoo,  not  fit  to  be  seen 
by  his  friends  and  acquaintance.''  So  all 
the  little  bird  said  came  out  true,  sure 

Ploughs 


en0i>^\ :  ^.  I  am  go||ig  to  take  his  i|dnoe, 
i¥itb  many  tliank^iferhiff  jtim^ly  w^rnir^' 
,  **  And  beftw  Mft'Q'Dwyer  repoy«pei 
from  his  artcsushmeBt  at  thia  unexpected 
o<«idu<^  of  bis'  high^fipiiite4  ward«  ak  Arr 
tbur  had  le^.the  hcfya^i .   ./ 

**  I  huiried  a£ter  vfiy-youxig  rfilatiyi^ 
loaying  Mc  O' Dwyer  raving  like  a  nuir 
niac  My  search,  was  nnatrailing;  though 
not  a  hotel,  tavern,  ojr  lodgii^house«  in 
the  vicinity  of  Granby-ro w,  br  &r  beyond 
it,  escaped  my  most  mittate .  scrutiny.  I 
returned  hoQie  at  night,  weqry  and  famish* 
ed,  and  really  unhappy  about  this  interest- 
ing and  high-spirited  youth. 

**  Two  mornings  afl^  I  reodved  a  note 
from  an  eminent  lawyer^.a  distant  relation 
of  my  i&other's^  requesting!  would  m^t 
him,  at  the  particular  desire  of  our  mutual 
relative,  jsiir  Arthur  O'Dwyer ;  and  my  joy 
at  again  seeing  the  batonet  was  fully 
equalled  by  the .  surprise '1  felt  at  being 
Darned  his  guardian,  if  I  would  accept  the 
trust ;  and^ .  after  going  through  the  ney 

cessaiy 
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cessary  forms,  I  returned  with  my  new 
ward  to  Stephen's-green,  divested  of  much 
serious  anxiety  on  his  account 

''  It  often  happens  that  some  of  the 
common  people  in  Ireland  have  what  they 
call  long  heads,  that  is,  they  are  good  po- 
liticians and  lawyers  in  their  own  way. 
Parmer  O'Leary  was  one  of  these  sheer- 
minded  beings,  and  he  thought  his  young 
master  used  very  badly  by  his  father's 
brother ;  he  had  no  money,  no  horse,  no 
clothes,  in  his  opinion,  fit  for  a  gentleman, 
and  he  w^ent  to  Dublin,  for  the  express 
purpose  of  finding  out  what  the  chancellor  * 
allowed  him. 

"  O'Leary  went  to  our  relative,  Mr. 
Gordon,  to  state  the  case,  as  he  called  it ; 
having  also  ascertained,  with  some  trouble, 
the  brotherhood  got  no  remuneraticm 
whatever  for  their  trouble. 

"  Mr.  Gordon  gave  him  every  informji* 
tiion  he  required,  ^nd  the  farmer  deter- 
milled,  if  Mr.  O'Dwyer  did  not  act  as  he 

VOL.  II.  H  ought 
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Oi^t  to  do  bjr  his  mastef^a  atm^  a  wvf 
siioold  be  found  to  make  him ;-  and  his 
conduct  to  the  brotheihood,  <m  im  arriml 
fiom  En^^and,  which  his  sons  fidthfully 
reported,  made  him  reveat  all  he  knew  to 
hia  young  master,  and  sir  Arthur  acted 
aeomdingly. 

**  The  rage  of  Mr.  ODwyer  was  un- 
bpuBded ;  but  he  pr^ited  refunding  the 
money  he  received  for  the  use  of  his  ne* 
phew  to  a  suit  at  law,  who  returned 
to  the  asylum,  to  enrich  his  andent 
fidends,.  having  also  ascertained  that  -  Mr. 
ODwyar  had  no  power  whatever  over 
them  or  thdr  inhoitanoe. 

'*  About  a  year  after  the  commencement 
of  my  guardianship,  &ther  Anselmo  took 
in,  and  I  was  summoned  to  attend  him ; 
but  he  expired  two  hours  before  my  ar* 
rival.  I  was  shocked  to  perceive  the  al* 
tenition  in  the  heart-grieved  baronet ;  all 
the  florid  colour  of  his  cheek  was  ^one, 
asid  a  Made  silk  handkerchief  was*  bound 

tightly 
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tiglrtly  rQundihis  bibws.  .  In  sileooe  he 
took-my  ann,  And  led  pne  to  the  diamber 
of  death. 

The  smile  of  perfeeted  happinem  aafc  an' 
the  day-cold  lip ;  and  the  bright  lu:iairHait 
Uesses  of  sir  Arthur  were  ^{daioed  bepeath 
his  day-cold  hands,  whidi  -lil^ere  cportwL 
oyer  his  bosom  in  the  lUititilde  of  .{w^Fer; 
—*  That  hair/  said  the  sorrowing  baionet^ 
'was  his  pride  in  life,  if  a  «aint  so  perftot 
oenld  have  any;  death  diall  liot  separate 
fnm  him  that  hair,  hallowed  by  the  kilset 
he  bestowed  on  my  infant  head,  Which^fbr 
hissake,  I  wonld  have  won,  had  he  HveA 
t6  see  it,  as  silvery  as  his  own.' 

'^  Nothing  material  peeunred  to  sir  Ar- 
thur, except  that  he  became  amemberrof 
the  Church  ,of  England,  .from  conviction, 
like  his  &ther,  till  he  completed  his  twen<» 
ty*first  year,  when  a  spirit  of  'wandemig 
anzed  fann,  and  he  went  to  Spain ;  bait  he 
hattily  retomed  on  the  itemoval  of  the 
icyal  filmily  to  France. 

^.  While  in  Spain,  sir  Arthur  formed  an 

H  2  intimacy 
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intimacy  with  a  noble  Spaniard,  a  dighi- 
taiy  of  the  Church,  whom  he  calls  Ansel- 
mo  the  Second.  Assisted  and  accompanied 
by /the  benevolent  baronet,  this  venerable 
prelate  securely  left  Spain,  sir  *  Arthur 
having  previously  secured  an  immense  pro- 
party,  in  plate  and  jewels,  which  the  noble 
Spaniard  would  never  have  ventured  to 
TOTiove. 

. .  f*  Sir  Arthur  and  the  noble  wanderer 
arrived  safely  in  Ireland,  where  a  number 
of  his  chosen  friends,  chiefly  clergymen, 
who  had  left  Spain  before  him,  received 
the  aged  fugitive  with  joyful  welcome. 
They  have  remained  in  the  neighbourhood 
of  Lucan  for  some  years,  in  secluded  but 
happy  retirement." 

On  Saint  Patrick's  night,  the  first 
mourning  of  the  duchess  of  Dunbane  was 
laid  aside,  the  widow's  cap  was  exchanged 
for  the  brilliant  coronet,  and  her  sable  dr^ 
ornamented  with  a  profusion  of  diamonds; 
but  in  the  costume  of  the  signora  da  Cor* 
tinawere  displayed  the  wealth,  and  magni- 
ficence 
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fioence  of  an  eastern  princess ;  the  curiing 
luxuriance  of  her  light  brown  hair  was 
confined  by  a  wreath  of  diamonds,  sym- 
bolic of  the  wearer;  it  was  the  master- 
piece of  art  and  nature — everywhere  a  dia- 
mond could  be  placed  to  advantage,  it 
sparkled  there — ^nothing  was  profuse,  yet 
nothing  was  wanting  to  complete  the 
splendid  elegance  of  her  appearance. 

The  admiration  of  sir  Arthur  and  his 
cousin  sought  no  concealment ;  they  re- 
mained almost  stationary,  throughout  the 
evening,  near  the  signora  and  her  daugh- 
ter, who  looked  in  vain  for  the  vulgar 
caricatures  which  some  Irish  writers  have 
placed  even  among  the  first  nobility  at 
the  Castle ;  they  looked,  without  reflect- 
ing that  the  fertile  imagination  of  an  au- 
thor must  sometimes  be  allowed  to  poetize. 

On  the  wings  of  delight  flew  the  happy 
hours,  which  secured  an  honourable  rank 
in  life,  at  least  while  she  remained  in  Ire- 
land, to  the  signora  da  Cortina.  The  bril- 
liant lustre  of  her  eyes  out-sparkled  the 

H  3  diamonds 
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that  resled  on  her  mchry:  broir, 
at  the  triumph  i  of  security  over  hearty 
faUing  doubt; 

.  The  next  day  HnuHDerdey  reviewed  his 
entteaties  for  a  speedy  rehearsal^  tod :  pro- 
duped  the  opera,,  ready  marked,  for  his  &ir 
fiiends  to  ^study, 

"  I  grievei,  Mr.  Ha^mmersley,  that  we 
cannot,  gratify  sir-  Arthur,  and  give  this 
agr60ali>le  surprise  to  our  fri^lds,"  said  the 
jiignora ;  **  our  absence  must  be  remarked 
dunng  the  timq  of  reheia:8aL'' 

**  My  lovely  friends,  your  faithful 
knights  have  formed  a  plan  by  which  our 
secret  is  safely  secured.  W^ill  you  con- 
descend to  meet  us  an  hour  before. break- 
fast in  our  -little  theatre  ?  Sir.  Arthiur 
and  I  Will  be  Hodg6,  Madge,  Woodoo^, 
Deborah^  6very  one  with  whom  you  would 
r^u&«  to  rehears^  the  dialogu^e:  Our 
fiiends  are  sO'  perfect  in  thdr  diifewrit 
diaiacters^  that  one  general  reheanod  ."will 
be quitae  sufficient;  and  while  that  is >gxl- 
ii^  on,  we  wiU  contrive  to  keep  lard  and 

lady 
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lady  Elksmere  completdy  outc^our  wqr. 
Have  we  your  oonounenoe,  your  apptofatt- 
tion»  my  lovely  frieiicU  ?" 

^  At  that  early  hoar,  Mr.  Hammersley, 
we  must  be  observed  by  the  servants ; 
where  is  our  security  of  secrecy  then  ?*" 

^  When  the  theatre  was  made,  signovi, 
the  space  waa  not  sufficiently  large  to  ad- 
mit of  dressing'^rooms  <ni  the  same  floov]  a 
private  staircase  was  made  from  the  tht- 
atre  to  the  apartments  beneath,  in  both 
housesy  through  which  the  performets 
were  only  admitted,  and  we  dressed  and 
changed  our  dresses  without  inconveni- 
ence ;  this  passage  is  now  locked  up^  but 
I  will  obtain  the  key  fiom  Mrs.  Oftien, 
and  wait,  with  anxious  hope,  for  yout  ap- 
pearance to-morrow  morning,  to  teioh  you 
the  method  of  opening  the  springs  witib 
which  it  is  &stened,  independent  of  the 
lode  which  my  cautious  i  and  very,  correot 
aunt  insisted  should  be  plaoed'on  the  se- 
cret door;  when  the  colonel  disposed  ofiMs 
house  without   my  knowledgie.;      Your 

H  4  grace 
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grace  may  have  remarked^  among  the  many 
pauitings  which  are  placed  on  the  stair- 
case,  one  larger  than  the  rest,  in  which 
Henry  of  Navarre  is  toiling  in  the  smith's 
forge ;  that  beautiful  painting  is  close  to 
my  chamber-door,  and  the  signora  and  I 
have  often  admired  the  expression  of  the 
hero's  countenance,  so  animated,  so  play- 
fully amused  at  the  wonder-looking  pro- 
prietor of  the  forge.  The  white-plumed 
hero  guards  the  secret  portal ;  just  three 
soft  knocks  upon  his  polished  helmet,  and 
a  knight,  not  less  faithful  to  his  trust,  not 
less  the  enthusiastic  admirer  of  beauty, 
than  this  laurel  crowned  hero,  will  attend 
to  guide  your  gentle  footsteps." 

The  eloquent  entreaties  of  Hammersley 
..prevailed  over  every  affected  scruple  of  the 
signora,  and  both  ladies,  with  infinite  sa- 
tisfaction, saw  his  parting  bow  unwitness- 
ed by  lord  EUesmere,  that  this  fascinating 
.young  man  had  for  one  day  escaped  the 
togry  and  jealous  frowns  of  his  lordship. 

To  lord  EUesmere  the  soft-eyed  Frances 

declared 
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dedared  her  intention  of  rehearsing'  the 
dialogue  only  with  the  signora  till  the 
g^ieral  rehearsal  took  place;  and  his  lord- 
ship, subdued  hy  the  powerful  witchery  of 
her  chacrms,  believed  her  faithfiil  as  fidr, 
arid  himself  the  lord  of  her  undivided  affec- 
tions. 


CHAPTER  IX. 


►.#♦##*##<* 


The  Irish  Necrainaneer. 

A  FEW  days  after  his  confidential  conver- 
sation with  doctor  Clements,  the  marquis 
of  Heatherly  was  sitting  with  his  cousin, 
when  the  recess  suddenly  opened,  and  a 
singular-looking  being  stood  before  them  ; 
in  the  days  of  superstition  or  romance,  his- 
appearance  could  admit  but  of  one  opinion 
— he  was  a  necromancer  or  magician ;  his 
tall  majestic  figure  was  envekiped  in. a 

H  a  black 
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bbi^  cloalfe  Jined  1^^  ani-fcoip 


of  ther  tmeiQ^agiesIt  shape,  fined 
ed^^ith(aearle<v  coviired  ImheMn  hb&ie 

•  *  * 

his  dark  lumiiioas  iejreff  sparkled'iritbiiiii- 
eoHihly  firei^''  Manjuia^^  of  HcistiKHIj^'?  ^ 
began,  in  a  growling  tone,  which  aomxiid 
like  distant  thunder,  **  the  maid  you  love 
must  be  the  gift  of  your  unde  lord  Cold- 
brook  ;  her  nearest  relation  is  not  in  Ire- 
land ;  pledge  :me  your  sacred  word  of  ho- 
nour you  will  not  seek  her  hand  in  mar- 
riage, till  lady  Rosabel  is  restored  to  happi- 
ness and  hephusbandy  and  I  will  not  oppose 
your  meeting ;  comply  not,  and  you  see 
hernoimore/  till  aflter  the  period  I  haVe 
mentioned.  You  must  promise  also  to 
se^  not,  search  not,  but  give  implicit 
fkitb  to  all  I  now  assert,  and,  vrithout  the 
perilous^  attemi^t  to  breast  the  mMt»  or 
brave  the  teiTor  enchanted  h&B;  th6  diaid 
and  liuirel  crown  shaU  be  your  0#tll^ 

«  Mj^  very  words  repeated  !^  1fao«^ 
the  marqfiis^  as  his  glowing  oonofituuKse 

betri^ed 
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betraytd  his  feelings    *'  This  must  be  the 
leader  of  Rosabel's  secret  friends. — ^arit 
of  lur,  or  fermed  of  mortal  mouldy  I  bow 
submiflBive  to  your  will;   nor  would. I 
make^luB  peerieas  girl  my  bride,  till,  hUh- 
futto  my  trust,  I  had  secured  the  happi- 
ness of  those  friends  dear  to  my  soul  as 
honour.     I  pledge  you  my  sacred  honottr, 
J  will  not  seek  or  seaidi  into  what  the 
benevoknt  friends  of  Rosabel  may  wish  to 
keep  eoiMeafed ;  that  implicit  fidth  shall  be 
my  motta     Though  the  very  ord^  of 
creation  should  seem  to  be  reversed,  my 
iaith  a^dpatience  shall  win  the  maid  on 
your  own  terms,  and  the  laurel  wreath  of 
victory  be  mine." 

**  Fair  words  cost  little  pains  to  courtly 
loids ;  but  your  honour  is  a  sacred  pledge 
1  will  nqt  doubt.  Marquis  of  Heatherly> 
fine  well  J  to-day  you  meet  your  promised 
bride;  seek  not,  seardi  not,  and  remembej^ 
inplioit&ithf 

This  BUffiterious  being  waved  his^  hand  ^ 
with  ^sofemii' dignity,  and  dightly  bowing 

H  6  his 
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his  head  to  lady  Rosabel,  left  the  apart- 
ment. 

On  that  day  colonel  O'Brien  gave  a  large 
dinfner  party,  which  lady  Rosabel  was 
allowed  by  doctor  Clements  to  attend,  as 
her  numerous  friends  could  there  group 
around  her,  to  keep  off  inquiring  eyes, 
though  the  present  mode  of  dress,  short 
waist,  full  draperies,  and  her  own  fra^e 
form,  left  as  yet  no  cause  for  suspicion, 
except  what  her  own  timid  consdousness 
might  attract,  unsupported  by  her  friends; 
and  for  this  reason  the  gentle  girl  was  never 
allowed  to  appear  in  any  but  thdir  most 
select  parties. 

The  marquis  of  Heatherly,  glowing  with 
hope,  his  bosom  filled  with  all  the  romance 
of  early  love,  entered  the  drawing-room  of 
colonel  O'Brien ;  and  the  fair  lady  of  the 
mansion  presented  her  daughter.  Flora 
O'Brien,  to  the  EUesmere  party. 

The  surprise,  the  astonishment  of  the 
marquis  was  too  powerful  for  conoealment; 
it  glowed  on  every  expressive  feature,  it 

sparkled 
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sparkled  in  Bis  brilliant  eyes,  for  the  beau- 
tifiil  unknown  and  Flora  O'Brien  wore 
the  same. 

Suddenly  the  voice  of  th^  necromancar 
growled  isoftly  on  his  ear — **  Marquis  of 
Heathetly,  remember  your  promise  of 
implicit  faith  T 

He  turned  to  seek  the  luminous  eyes  of 
the  necromancer,  but  no  person  was  near 
him  but  sir  Arthur  and  Lucius  O'Brien, 
who  were  conversing  with  a  gentleman, 
deified  and  elegant  in  his  appearance^ 
whom  young  O'Brien  introduced  as  his 
uhde,  the  earl  of  Dunleer. 

The  smooth  and  polished  brow  of  the 
earl  bore  a  striking  contrast  to  the  wrink- 
led visage  of  the  wizard,  as  the  polished 
urbanity  of  his  manners  bore  no  semblance 
to  the  stem  dictatorial  bearing  of  the  ma- 
gidan;  and  his  voice  might  almost  be 
^l^  harmonious,  it  was  so  uiMiommonly 
phasing. 

**  Bewitched  or  not  bewitched,"  thought 

the  marquis,  as  he  walked  to  the  ^window, 

;  to 
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t0tx>mpose  his  fedtiires,  and  to  apfieuv  if 
pcMible,!  any  thing  but  the  bewildeied 
being  he  really  was. 

He  wa»  feUowed  by  doctor  dements, 
who^lay fully  asked  the  tnarqnis  if  he  ex- 
pected to  meet  a  disenchanted,  princess^  a 
sylph  or  fairy,  that  he  fled  from  littib  Wkm 
O'Brien,  the  daughter  of  a  sinqde  com- 
moner? 

''  A  maid  of  mortal  mould,  my  good 
frieni^*'.  said  the  marquis.    ^  I  am  mm 
thM  ihalf  iindined  to  believe  mysdf  un^tt 
1^  infiuence  of  magic;    Don't  laugh  at 
my  folly,  doctor;  I  cannot  endure  even  the 
smile  of  fididde,  thoU]^  conscious  I  de- 
serve if    He '  then  m^itioned  his  extn* 
ovdinlary  visitw  of  the  mornings  and  A^ 
pixmiise  he  had  made — '*  But  wheni  saw 
this  seraph  ^^rl  openly  acknowledged  as 
the  daoghter  of  a  man  I  would  pioudfy 
call-my  fattier,  I  believed  the  sceiM  of  the 
morning  was  the  frolic  of  some  humowriat^ 
aequainted  with  the   secret  pasnge,  to 
amuse^  himself  at  tiie  expenceoC  myo^ 

duUty, 


AnVtfi:,i^hen^he(  weU-raniembeie4  voice 
of  (tbeiiwiaaad^ruimvitcjbie^  cir  this  eaitfi 
henmthd. soundeid  in  m;y! earsrr-'IUmem* 
'  bariytouri^romifie  of  implidt  fidth  T  but  I 
lool^  in  vmti  fpt  the  iittagidan's  wrinkled 
phfcs  f '  and ,  tfaou|^  reason  soorns  the  idea 
of im^;ie  yom^^  I  must  ack;nowledge  my 
mindifiTat  this  mommt^.k  aUehaM  and 
coafusiiini''; 

'*  Iqtold;yoU,i  mafquii;,  that  we  liad  a 
fnendUlg^gobUB'inour  family^  whomtweall 
chffy  jundi  acknoy^ledg^  as  our  chief.  You 
have  seecr  bimirfjpaarqyis — ^tnist^  him  and 
^u|>triiotBi  be  has  not  imposed  on  your 
ctednUty^  I  cannot  be  more  explicit-— seek 
not,  search  not^  and  be  implicit  fidth  your 
mQtto.  From  the  hand  of  lord  Coldbiook 
you  must demaod  thi^  cherub  girl;  her 
nearest  r^aAion  is  not  in  Ireland." 

Unadorned  by  art.  Flora  O'Brien  was 
natore^s :  most  beautiful  task ;  her  plain 
winte  'frwk  W4S.  devoid  of  ornament ;  her 
beaiitifiil!b^r»:of  rich  golden,  brown,  was 
shnply  fastened/  by  a  comb>  yet  all  the 

graces 
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graces  which  art  had  forced  around  the 
duchess  of  Dunbane,  sported  with  native 
gaiety  in  every  look,  and  word,  and  smile, 
of  the  artless  Flora,  whom  her  friends 
treated  as  a  playful  child>  that  she  might 
escape  the  glance  of  malignant  envy  from 
the  signora  and  her  daughter,  lest  they 
might  watch  too  closely  the  expressive 
eyes  of  Heatherly ;  and  a  hint  from 
doctor  Clements  made  him  confine  that 
admiration  to  his  own  bosom,  to  secure  the 
peace  of  Rosabel,  which  would  have  been 
his  proudest  boast  to  acknowledge. 

•'  How  beautiful  Miss  O'Brien  is  P  re- 
marked the  signora,  anxious  to  ascertain 
the  real  opinion  of  Hammerdey. 

''  She  will  be  a  fine  girl,  signora ;  at 
present  she  is  only  a  very  pretty  child  " 

"  Child  r  repeated  the  duchess ;  "  Miss 
O'Brien  is  as  tall  as  I  am.* 

''  If  she  was  as  tall  as  a  May-pole,**  and 
he  spoke  with  all  the  assumed  consequeiioe 
of  juvenile  seniority,  '*  she  is  a  child  for  all 
that.    I  am  only  twenty,  and  both  my 

sisters 
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sisters  are  younger,  but  little  Flora  is  the 
youngest  of  us  all ;  we  always  called  her  a 
child,  and  treated  her  as  a  child ;  and  a 
child  she  is,  if  she  was  as  high  as  the  house. 
Many  girls  in  this  country  don't  grow  an 
inch  after  they  are  twelve  years  old,  and 
Flora  is  one  of  these  overgrown  children.'* 

The  signora,  perfectly  convinced  there 
was  no  rival  near  the  throne,  allowed  the 
age  and  the  beauty  of  Miss  O'Brien  to  rest 
in  peace.  Soon  after  the  signora  took  oc- 
casion to  mention  the  earl  of  Dunleer,  who 
was  standing  near  them. 

"  His  lordship  is  brother  to  Mrs.  CBrien, 
and  has  adopted  her  only  daughter,  little 
Flora,  who  resides  constantly  with  him. 
Lord  Dunleer  is  much  the  best  Hawthorn 
on  any  stage,  and  our  splendid  little  the- 
atre was  the  sole  act  and  contrivance  of  his 
lordship." 

Sir  Arthur,  on  this  day,  was  obliged  to 
attend  a  county  meeting,  and  lord  Dun- 
leer supplied  his  place,  as  adulator  to  the 

signora; 
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sigQom ;  and  if  the  exchange  had  eonti- 
nued  for  lift,  no  objection  would  have 
been  made  on  the  part  of  the  &ir  Italian, 
as^independent  of  his  rank,  the  noanners 
of  hi$  lordship  had  all  the  polish  of  high- 
bred fashbn* 

The  .oiarquis  of  Heatherly,  no  longer 
prevented  from  meeting  the  beautiful  Flo- 
ra in  the  apartment  of  kdy  Rosabel,  grate* 
fully  acknowledged  his  gentle  cousin  viras 
a  copyist  from  nature,  as  she  drew  the  pic- 
ture of  his  Florals  mind ;  and  the  benevo- 
lent doctor  Clements,  rejoiced  in  the  hi^ 
.piness  he. had  so  anxiously,  sozealoudy, 
prpmpted.  ^ 

At  length  the  signora  became  anxious 
to  disfday  her  manifi>ld  attractions  to  the 
aitemUed  friends  of  sir: Arthur;  and  this 
weU*refaearsed  opera  was  fixed  for  re^e- 
sentation  on  the  first  of  May. 

The  parties  of  Mrs.  O'Btien  woce  always 
vhH  attended^  her  entertainments  gi;reii  in 
tber^  first  st^  of  elegance^,  and  the  vice- 
regal 
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regali|»icln«¥et^  BudOfened-aDy  engagement 
ti^rjfgcefmit'th^  being  prcasent  at  her  oon- 

>•  Lady  Gleiifielcl  felt  aknoit  anidous  for 
t^rfyrBHi£  Ma^i  as  lord-Diinleer  had  pro- 
jiY^^i(9S  ithal;  bet  entertainment  for  that 
ey^^Ug  lihpiiild  ^suipass  atiy  hw  exoellenc^ 
had.evte  met  with  in  Ireland. 
. .  "  You  joau^t  be  very  ill,  and  require' tbe 
attepd9n.e6  of  doctor  Clements,  on  the 
t  wtenty^sixth^  [si^cMra." 

*^  If  itjs^  equfjly  i^easing  to  you,  Mr. 
Hai39fl9$^*^yf  I  shaU»  prefer  b^ng/iti-veiy 
go^i  health...  We  are  engaged,  to  lovd 
Co00lly';9>  on  thad  day,  and  his  parties  are 
alw^UrsisiQ  deligbtlul^  that  the  very  idea  of 
not  being  jfchere  might  make  me  sick  in 
gQod>eaniest!' 

''  Thai  fareweU,"  cried  Hammei^y, 
:mth;a  tragedy  flourish^  '*  to  our  grand  le- 
tie«nill;  a  k>n^  farew^.to  all  our,  liofoM 
.  «Ke«n0nce  on  the  Sralt  of  Mny  T 

**  P^klKi  le^ptMlt*  Hainm9i^ey»'' ttii4;lbe 

«  Sweetest 


164  IRISH  NECROMAKCEB. 

^  Sweetest  Rosetta,  the  explanation  is 
this-^we  have  fixed  on  the  twenty-sixth 
for  our  grand  rehearsal.  The  signora  must 
get  a  feverish  cold,  a  hoarseness,  a  sore 
throat,  no  maitter  what,  that  will  confine 
her  to  the  house,  by  the  orders  of  doctor 
Clements,  who  is  to  be  our  sir  William 
Meadows.  The  doctor  may  perhaps  be 
induced  to  allow  his  fair  patient  to  take  a 
family  dinner  at  Mrs.  O'Brien's,  to  quiet 
the  apprehensive  fears  of  lady  Mlesmere 
for  her  friend ;  to  give  up  a  party  at  lord 
Conolly's,  where  fascination  is  so  abundant 
and  so  varied,  would  be  out  of  all  reason 
to  expect  from  her  ladyship.  Mrs.  O'Briiai 
will  take  charge  of  her  in  valid  fnend,  and 
the  Argus-eyed  guardian  must  attend  his 
lady  wife  and  lady  mother  to  the  feast  of 
Iprd  ConoUy,  with  what  appetite  he  may. 
Mrs.  O'Brien  has  sent  her  excuses  to  lord 
Coiiolly!s,  that  pribce  of  old  bachelors,  to 
entertain  a  large  party  at  home.  The  re- 
h^strfi^  oyer,  we  are  to  trip  it  on  the  light 
fantastic  toe,  and  be  as  happy  as  love  and 

beauty 
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beauty  can  make  us.    And  now,  signora, 
sick  or  not  sick  ?  that  is  the  question." 

**  Oh,  sick,  by  all  means,  Mr.  Hammer- 
sley !  We  leave  every  thing  to  your  supe- 
rior management" 

The  day  before  the  expected  gala  at 
lord  ConoUy's,  the  signora  complained  of  a 
shivering  sore  throat,  and  violent  pain  in 
her  head.  Doctor  Clements,  who  was  {Mre- 
sent,  felt  her  pulse,  and  then  declared,  with 
true  medical  gravity  of  countenance,  that 
if  signora  da  Cortina  wished  to  escape  86- 
rious  illness,  she  must  go  instantly  to  bed ; 
and  with  due  formality  the  doctor  wrot)^ 
a  prescription,  which  he  desired  might  be 
taken  as  directed,  or  he  would  not  be  an- 
swerable for  the  consequences. 

The  parting  bow  of  doctor  Clements 
was  unusually  solemn,  as  he  hurried  off, 
anxious  to  escape  the  storm  fast  gathering 
on  the  brow  of  lady  EUesmere. 

"  I  am  sure,"  cried  her  ladyship,  angri- 
ly, ^*  that  disagreeable: old  fright  wants  to: 
make  you  sick  in  good  earnest,  signSora.  i 

declare 
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dmlare  you  4ihall  take.noiie«of  his)  litaps; 
if  you  are  apprehonavve  of  any .  danger, 
send  for  doctor.  PendVal;  at  onoe,  whose 
skill  and  good  nature  yt>u  may  rely  k»i ; 
but  this  fright  of  a  man  might  ikeep  you 
in  bed  tiU  our  grand  Gonocrfc  was  over^  just 
tp  shew  his  power,  and  pbgue  0ujc  hearfs 
out.  I  hppe,  when  y^.ara  married  to.sir 
Arthur,  you  wont  let  .him  jh^tor  .and  do- 
mineer in  his  own  quiet,  way,  pd^uading 
people  they  are  >sick,  to  shew  his  gxeat 
skill  I  am  sut^  he  nearly  preached  and 
f^Jwed  both  Heatherly  ^nd  jRo§»bel  out  of 
tl^  Wf>Hd.  I  dedare  I  never  was  so  itri-. 
tuti^  or  so  angry  as  that  quielrgcaJng  tor- 
mi^t  of  a  doctor  has ,  m^de  ^me.  I^sup* 
pose  he  expected  ^  lecture,  he  was  in  muAi 
a:hurry  to  be  gone.;;  for  though  his  bow 
lyaa  like  the  grim  l^g  of  the  ghosts,  ^fae 
Skipped  off  like  a  .harlequin." 

Sir  Arthur  came  the  jnext  morning  to 
Mmon-square,  and  doctor  Clements  dis- 
pfdled  his  anxiety  and  &af , .  extmmel)rr  well 
afted,  by.deplaiing  ike  signon/suffidenily 

recovered 
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leoavoed  to  take  a  fimuly  dumer  at  Mn. 
OBkien's ;  but  the  fidr  dndiess  would 
not  be  sepamted  fioip  her  fiiend,  despite 
the  almost  enn^getic  anger  <^  tibe  countess, 
and  the  evident  disquietude  of  her  lord. 

^  And  now,  my  lady,**  said  the  baronet, 
**  as  my  heart  is  quite  at  ease  on  die  sub- 
ject of  the  signora  not  being  downright 
ddc»  «nd  seeing  I  have  every  reliance  on 
theakill  and  great  wisdom  of  my  cousin, 
the  doctor,  both  in  sickness  and  in  health, 
I  may  attend  the  county  meeting  with 
great  comfort  and  heart's  ease ;  and  I-will 
Inmg  my  young  cousin  Frank  tobe  pre- 
sent, by  that  he  may  know  how  to  behave 
hiinself  when  he  comes  to  his  estate,  as 
every  landholda:  should  do  who  has  the 
good  of  his  country  at  heart;  not  by  head- 
ing nonsensical  cabals,  my  kdy,  and  find- 
ing &ult  with  others,  but  shewing  good 
example,  by  acting  properly  bhnself,  and 
supfKVtiiig,  by  all  lawful  means,  as  induty 
h^imd,  the  king  and  constitution,  with  true 
%alty. and  zeal;  to  learn,  bow  tobanirii 

poverty 
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poverty  from  his  estate,  not  by  the  arm  of 
power,  my  lady,  but  with  the  open  hand 
of  benevolence  ;  to  cherish,  not  to  oppress 
the  peasantry.  There  is  more  true  patri« 
otism,  in  my  mind,  to  reside  among  one's 
own  tenantry,  and  keep  want  and  sorrow 
from  their  door,  than  to  keep  spouting 
away  in  the  imperial  parliament  about 
the  misery  and  distress  in  Ireland  ;  and 
these  masters  of  eloquence,  fine  only  upon 
paper,  contribute  most  largely  to  the  dis- 
tresses they  harangue  so  much  about,  by 
riack-renting  their  tenants  at  home,  to  sup- 
ply their  own  extravagance  abroad ;  while 
the  book-making  gentry,  who  live  by  their 
wits,  abuse  the  country  which  gave  them 
birth,  to  fill  their  pockets.  The  writings 
of  these  scribbling  poetizers,  my  lady,  te . 
my  mind,  are  like  the  twopenny  pictures 
stuck  up  in  our  petty  print*shops,  which 
make  a  man  look  like  a  monkey,  and  a 
fine  lady  like  a  scarecrow ;  no  matter  how 
vile  the  caricature  is,  even  on  their  own 
country,  if  it  brings  money  to  these,  lack- 
land 


IKISH  NECEDMANCBR.  169 

hmd  kind  of  gentry :  and  yet  all  these 
people  have  the  assurance  to  call  them- 
selves patriatSf  my  lady ;  no  wonder  other 
countries  should  make  little  of  the  Irish 
nation,  seeing  they  are  so  ready  to  make 
little  of  and  abuse  themselves.**  And  sir 
Arthur  made  his  bow,  the  ardour  of  triie 
j^triotism  glowing  on  his  honest  oounte- 
nanoe. 

On  the  morning  of  tliat  evening  des- 
tined to  bestow  such  unexpected  pleasure 
on  their  assembled  friends,  sir  Arthur  and 
lord  Dunleer  called  in  Merion-square,  to 
request  her  grace  of  Dunbane,  and  the 
flignora  da  Cortina,  would  <*ome  early  to 
Mrs.  O'Brien's,  in  the  evening,  to  rehearse 
a  .grand  chorus,  in  which  his  lordship  af- 
fected to  believe  them  not  sufBdeDtly  per- 
fect 

The  consent  was  instantly  accorded, 
and  the  ladies  returned  by  the  secret  pas- 
sage, to  change  the  dress  of  the  young 
duchess ;  that  of  the  signora  was  previ- 
ously arranged,  with  the  most  consummiEite 

VOL.  II.  I  art. 
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«rt»  to  attract  the  admiration  her  heart 
panted  to  obtain  from  the  fiietuk  of  rir 
Arthur.  Her  triumph  ielt  secured,  and 
hope  and  fancy  waved  high  their  golden 
pinions^  as  they  firmly  bound  the  corcmet 
of  BaUinderry  around  her  polished  brow. 

As  soon  as  they  could  leave  the  draw-» 
ing-room,  without:  being  remarked,  «fler 
the  arrival  of  the  viceregal  party,  colonel 
and  Mrs.  O'Brien  retired  to  dress  for  their 
respective  characters.  Justice  Woodcock 
and  Mrs.  Deborah.  Lord  Dunleer,  whose 
dress  as  Hawthorn  was  soon  arranged,  re- 
mi^n^d  with  lord  and  lady  Glenfield. 

When  lord  Dunleer  received  die  sectet 
suum^ons.  allwasmidy,  his  lordship  pie. 
s^nted  bis  arm  to  lady  Glenfield.  As 
they  continued  to  ascend,  **  When  are  we 
to  stop  ?"  was  legibly  written  on  the  brow 
of  his  fair  companion  ;  and  when  arrived 
at  the  upper  landing-place,  her  excellemy 
good^faumouredly  remarked*—''  My  lord 
Dunleer,  we  have  gained  the  summit  of 
perfection^  for  we  can  go  no.  higher.** 

The 
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Tfae^mnd  entrance  miaiuddenly  thrown 
open,  and  lady  Glenfield  sportively  de- 
dared  her  eyes  rested  oa  charmed  ground* 
The  viceregal  box  was  lined  with  mirrors* 
which  reflected  <hi  eveiy  side  the  gay  and 
festive  »c%ne,  bordered  with  flowery 
wreaths,  so  richly  per&med,  that  the  gales 
erf*  Arabia  seemed  to  breathe  aroimd.  The 
sopportiog  piUars  were  twined  with  roses 
and  myrtle ;  the  canopy  was  composed  of 
purpfe  velvet,  richly  bordered  withgold,  and 
festaoned  with  roses,  and  the  folds  of  the 
flowing  drapery  confined  by  suparb  gcUd^ 
en  oord  and  tassels  on  the  top;  and  in 
front  of  the  canopy  was  placed  the  royal 
anasy  supported  on  either  ude  by  beauti- 
ful transparencies  of  Britannia  and  EUber* 
nia,  wreathed  round  with  garlands  of  roses, 
myrtle,  and  laurel.  The  chaira  of  state 
were  covered  with  pamted  velvet,  superb- 
ly gilt  and  ornamented,  and  sufficient 
space  was  allowed  for  the  usual  number  of 
attendants. 

^  Gdd  asve  the  Eing!"  aouoded  harmo- 

1 8  nious 
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nious  welcome  to  the  viceregal  pair,  wbo, 
ever  .willing  to  be  gratified  and  happy,  be- 
held with  admiring  wonder  the  splendid 
scene. 

When  the  curtain  drew  up,  lady  Elles- 
mere  could  scarcely  believe  the  scene  she 
witnessed  real,  till  the  loud  plaudits, 
which  echoed  through  the  house,  at  the 
condusion  of  the  introductory  duet,  roused 
her  into  certainty. 

^  Where  could  they  have  studied?  where 
could  they  have  rehearsed  ?"  said  her  lady- 
ship, addressing  her  only  companion,  the 
marchioness ;  for  lord  EUesmore,  his  heart 
corroded  with  jealousy,  removed  to  a  dis- 
tant part  of  the .  theatre,  to  watch,  unob- 
served, every  look  and  every  movement  of 
the  young  duchess. 

FlcH'a  O'Brien  and  her  friends  grouped, 
as  usual,  round  lady  Rosabel,  protected  by 
the  marquis  of  Heatherly. 

**  They  must  have  rehearsed  and  studied 
at  midnight,"  continued  the  countess.  "  I 
bate  secrets,  they  look  so  like  deception ; 

and 


IBtSH  KECSOMAKCEB.  I7S 

and  these  lacUes  have  no  right  to  have  any 
secret,  any  concealment^  from  me.** 

^  My  dear  Louisa,"  said  the  extenuating 
mardumiessy  **  be  not  too  ftstldious.  This 
surprise  was  intended  to  bestow  unexpect* 
ed  hapfmesSf  and  has,  no  doubt,  cost  them 
many  a  sleef^ess  night." 

Lady  EUesmere  ocmtinued  for  some  time 
dissatkfied  and  irritable,  fietfnily  declaring 
such  secret  conduct  was  very  extraordina- 
ry. But  the  Glenfield  party  enjoyed  the 
present  happiness  without  alloy;  andevoi 
lord  Qilington  consented  to  be  amused, 
without  bdng  mischievous  or  disagreeable. 
Never  was  theatre  so  thronged  with  ele- 
gance and  beauty. 

After  the  usual  danee  by  the  character^ 
sir  Arthur  advanced,  airayed  in  a  wild  but 
becoming  costume  which  displayed  to 
great  advairtage  his  symmetrical  form.  He 
was  li^tly  bounds  and  led  on  in  rosy  fet- 
ters, by  the  sigmmi  and  her  dmighter,  ha* 
Inted  as  wood  nymphs,  followed  by  Ham- 
mersky  and  his  two  sisters,  with  Lucius 

1 8  O'Brien^ 


174  IRISH  WKWOMAVeEJL 

O^Brien,  in  pastond  habits ;  and  a  ballet 
was  perfiMmedy  with  such  perfect  elegaoitt 
and  finiahed  graee^  a&  might  have  claimed 
the  sdentiSe  apfAnse  ei^i  of  a  Parisian 
andience. 

"^  Nererr  exckimed  lord  GleiifieI4 
'^  never  did  I  witness'  so  gncefoSy  danced 
a  ballet!  Ihe  action  so  dnste,  the  couote- 
nance  of  each  pdformer  so  iUwnined:  widi 
amiles  of  real  happiness !" 

^  And  my  charming  snr  Arthur!*  died 
lady  Glenfield,  eagerly,  ^  yon  most  ac- 
knowledge him,  my  lord»  the  prinds  of  Irish 
dance  and  song.*^ 

Sophia  and  his  exodlency  qpoke  very 
softly.  ^ 

^  I  should  be  extremely  delighted  to 
see  sir  Arthur  divested  of  his  made  (why 
be  wears  it  baffles  my  utmost  penetration), 
and  appear  in  bis  real  character ;  his  pre- 
sent manner  seems  to  me  the  very  per- 
fection of  good  acting.  In  a  conversation 
I  had  with  the  baronet  yesterday,  I  was 
not  a  little  surprised  at  the  extensive 

knowledge. 
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knovdedge^  keen  penetration,  and  profound 
learaingy  he  unoonsciously  displayed ;  the 
stores  of  hli  mind  are  unboiuided ;  he  is 
equally  respectable  as  a  {dbilosopher,  poll* 
tidan,  and  patriot  ^  To-night  hb  clownish 
^t  is  quite  forgotten  in  the  dance ;  his 
step  majestic,  and  his  air  not  only  dignifi* 
ed,  but  graceful ;  he  puzzles  me  most  con* 
foundedly.  Yet  sir  Arthur  ODwyer  is 
not  the  man  to  be  questioned,  if  he  wills 
it  not,  even  by  deputed  royalty 2* 

Be^re  the  conclusion  of  the  second  act^ 
thQ  good  humour  of  lady  EUesmere  was 
perfectly  restored;  and  her  ladyship  ho- 
nestly confessed  the  pleasure  she  derived 
from  the  entertainment  of  the  evening. 

Every  one  was  grateful  and  gay,  save 
only  lord  EUesmere ;  the  scorpion  stings 
of  j^obsy  ^onized  his  heart,  and  he  se- 
cretly determined  not  to  remain  one  single 
day  m  Ireland,  after  lady  Rosabel  had 
completed  her  eighteenth  year. 

J^t  suppeir  lord  GlenJSeld  repeated  his 

1 4  thanks^ 
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thanks  for  the  unexpected  pleasure  heeir- 
joyed  throughout  the  evening. — "  I  never 
witnessed,"  continued  his  lordship,  *'  sudi 
union  x£  excellence  in  acting  and  singing ; 
but  the  dancing  was  unparalleled.  Sir  Ar- 
thur, I  hail  you .  the  prince  of  dance  and 
songf  but  in  what  does  not  sir  Arthur 
O'Dwyer  excel  V 

**  Barring  eloquence,  my  lord  lieutenant,** 
said  sir  Arthur,  with  a  look  which  brought 
a  blush  and  a  smile  on  the  eheek  of  lord 
Glenfield,  as  he  gaily  said — *^  I  will  have 
no  exceptions,  sir  Arthur ;  the  slipper,  as 
you  called  it  yesterday,  I  am  half  inclined 
to  believe,  can  be  slipped  off  or  on  at  plea- 
sure ;  but  the  words  of  sir  Arthur  are  id- 
ways  moulded  by  oourte^  and  solid  good 
sense,'' 

The  blush  was  now  transferred  to  the 
cheek  of  sir  Arthur,  which  glowed  with 
crimson  brightness. — *^  Praise  from  you, 
my  lord  lieutenant,  would  make  the  most 
bumble  vain,  seeing  it  is  no  e9sy  task  to 

find 
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fiifd  ill  a  ootirtier  a  soldier  and  a  gentle- 
man, and,  what  to  my  mind  is  the  noble&t 
boast  of  all,  an  honest  man  f  then 
bowing  to  lady  Glenfield,  requested  to 
know  if  he  might  sing  the  **  Coolin** 
for  her  excellency  ?  eridently  to  avoid  the 
eontihuation  of  this  complimentary  dia- 
logue, which  nevertheless  was  perfectly 
sincere  on  both  sides. 

The  next  morning  lord  Glenfield  men-^ 
tioned  sir  Arthur  to  his  lady. — **  I  am  really 
grieved,  Sophia,  at  the  very  great  attach- 
ment evinced  by  this  most  excellent  man 
for  signora  da  Cortina.  Cki  reflection,  Oi- 
lington  may  be  perfeetfy  right,- with  respect 
to  this  Italian,  whose  birth  and  parentage, 
Uke  the  cosmogony,.or  creation  of  the  world, 
was  never  yet  thoroughly  accounted  for. 
Orlington,  chiefly  resident  in  England,  was 
a  daily  witness  of  the  conduct  o£  his  re- 
h&ve,  sir  Charles  Selwyn>  and  the  esti- 
mation this  fair  lady  was  held  in  by  soci- 
ety, while  we  remained  abroad  with  the 
regiment,,  equally  unconscious  and  careless 

1 5  o£ 
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of  his  actions.  I  recollect  seeing  lady  Set- 
wyn  T^heH  1  was  a  boy,  and  she  was  the 
most  disagreeable,  good-for-notbing  little 
woman  in  existence ;  the  gay  and  gaHtnt 
sir  Charl^,  attracted  by  her  lai^e  fortune, 
married  her,  and  her  ladyship  died  two 
years  after  fit  France,  where  she  had  been 
but  six  HKmths ;  and  here  it  was  this  vio- 
lent friendship  took  place  between  her  la- 
dyship and  the  signora.  It  must  be  fan- 
ey^s  sketch,  Sophia,  for  lady  Sciwjm  had 
neither  soul,  or  sense,  or  feeling  to  im- 
part or  receive  such  obsolete  or  romantic 
attachment.  Sir  Charles  Selwvn  died  a 
ruined  man.  and  left  hi.  d«igfater  a  beg. 
gar  on  the  charity  of  her  friends^  Tlie 
signora  da  Cortina  hm»,  I  am  well  infomi- 
ed^  fifty  thousand  pontids  in  the  Engfish 
funds,  and  jewds,  to  my  own  knowledge^ 
sufficiently  splendid  to  decorate  a  princess. 
Could  any  woman  be  chaste^  and  consent 
to  remain  beneath  the  roof  e{  the  most 
prolate,  the  greatest  UbevtiBe  iit  £iq^ 
land  ?    Beneath  his  roof  thi9  wealth,  this 

plunder 
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eamubted*  Qrlington,  but  an  hour  agp». 
0flfef«d  to  prove  every  word  he  had  assert* 
cd  on  ouv  first  comfaig  to  Ireland^  aiid 
mentfoned  some  men  of  raiik»  who  openly 
boast  their  tntimaoy  with  this  syrm^  both 
befiote  and  after  the  death  of  sir  Charles 
Sdwyiii.  I  will  write  to  Englaiid  ioime* 
diatefy,  to  ^ko§e  who  will  not  deeeive  m^ 
and  ascertain  the  real  truth ;  the  noUe« 
minded  sir  Arthur  O-Dwyer  shall  not  be 
the  dupe  of  thiA  att-accomplbhed  actress^ 
if  I  have  power  to  pcevent  it.'* 

A  few  days,  after  lady  Rosabel  aceomt 
panied  Flom  OBrien  to  Hubert  Castle, 
the  seal  of  lovd  Dunker^  near  Laicah^ 
where  ha  Iad;y(ship  was  to  semain  some 
time^  hy  the  orders^  aa  lady  Elksmere 
called  it^  of  doctor  Clements.  Her  con« 
finement  was  expected  to  take  pfeice  in 
June,  and  every  neeessaiy  farepaxation  waa 
arranged  by  the  m^txon  hand  of  Mrs;^ 
O^Bikft. 

The  maiquuls  ci  H^hei(jr  was  a  con^ 

1 6  BtAfSA 
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stant  and  welcome  giiest  at  Hubert  C» 
tie,  and  grew  eveiy  day  more  highly  in 
the  estimation  of  colonel  O'Brien  and  IcMti 
Dunleer.  His  eloquent  eyes  only  told  the 
language  of  his  heart ;  for,  fidthf  ul  to  his 
promise,  the  marquis  spoke  not  of  love  to 
Flora,  her  father,  or  her  unde ;  but  food* 
ly,  in  secret,  anticipated  the  bfissful  hour, 
when  he  could  fearlessly  ckum  his  pro- 
mised bride  from  the  valued  hand  of  his 
uncle,  lord  Coldbrook. 

One  night,  after  the  femily  party  had 
separated,  the  marquis  entered  his  dress** 
ing-room,  threw  open  the  window,  and 
leaning  over  the  balcony,  admired  the 
moonlight  scene,  while  love^  young  dream 
glowed  brightly  in  his  honourable  bosom ; 
when  a  silvery  voice,  of  sweetest  harmony, 
sounded  soflly  on  his  ear. 

"  The  dewis  of  the  evening  most  care- 
fufly  shun,  marquis  of  Heatherly ;  pre- 
serve your  health  for  Flora  and  for  love." 

The  marquis  sprang  into  the  room,  but 
search  and  scrutiny  were  vain,  no  figure 

met 
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met  his  sight,  but—''  Seek  not,  search 
not,''  growled  softly  through  the  apart- 
ment 

The  next  day  lady  Rosabel  became  the 
happy  mother  of  a  living  boy,  fair  as  the 
opening  day,  in  the  eyes  of  hia  youthful- 
mother. 

Mrs.  OBrien  secretly  conveyed  the  heir 
of  lord  Fitzaubume  to  a  careful  nurse^  who 
had  formerly  been  her  own  rnaid^  and  gold 
and  gratitude  combined  to  keep  her  silent 
respecting  her  young  charge,  with  whose 
parentage  she  was  unacquainted.. 


CHAP- 
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CHAPTER  X. 


The  Stiletto. 

FiTE  weeks  after  hdy  Rostbel  became  ^ 
happy  mother^  lord  EUeaneFe  received  at 
large  packet  from  his  son^inJaw^the  duke- 
of  Dunbane.  It  contained  a  very  fine 
drawing,  exactly  coloured,  of  the  stil^to* 
which  was  foond  covered  with  blood  near 
the  murdered  duke,  and  a  list  of  the  sub- 
.  scriptions  which  had  been  entered  into  by 
the  nobility  a[nd  gentry  in  the  neighbour^ 
hood,  as  a  reward  for  apprehending  the 
assassin  of  the  late  duke  of  Duobane.  The 
name  t^  the  present^duke  was  followed  by 
the  sum  of  ten  thousand  pounds,,  and  this 
sum  was  Aearly  equalled  b}'  the  general 
subscription^  all  of  which  the  duke  of 
Xhaabane  promised  to  guarantee  to  the 

person; 
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person  or  perscms  who  riiould  bring  to 
oondjgn  punishment  the  murderer  of  his 
brother ;  and  his  grace  requested  loid  EH- 
lesmere  would  get  this  list  printed^  with 
his  iHX)mise  annexed,  at  the  top  c^  which 
was  to  be  placed  a  odoured  print  of  the 
stiletto;  and  the  duke  most  earnestly  re- 
quested the  Irish  friends  of  lord  EUesmere 
would  have  these  lists^  so  printed^  dis- 
tributed through  the  country,  and  that 
no  expence  might  be  spared. 

''  Not  only  the  united  kingdoms,  but 
France,  Italy,  Spain,  America,  all  shall  be 
searched  for  the  assassin  of  this  universal 
friend  to  all  mankind.  I  mourn  him  as  a 
national  loss;  my  individual  misfortunie 
and  regret  who  can  appreciate  ?'' 

At  the  conclusion  of  this  letter,  the 
duke  mentioned  that  his  lovely  Geraldine 
had  presented  him  with  an  heir,  three 
days  before,  and  both  were  in  perfect 
health. 

*'  I  deckffe,''  said  the  highly-offended 

eouutess, "  I  never  heard  any  thing  so  ex- 
traordinary 
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traordinaiy.  before.  Does  the  duke  ^ 
Dunbane  suppose  that  the  health  and 
safety  of  our  beaatiful  Geraldine  is  of  less 
consequence  to  her  parents  than  his  bro- 
ther, who  is  so  long  rotting  in  his  gravCi 
poor  man,  that  his  grace  mentions  her  at 
the  fag-end  of  his  letter  Kke  a  poor  rela- 
tion  ?  I  am  sure  it  is  better  for  him  his 
brother  is  where  he  is,  and  I  dare  say  he 
thinks^  so  himself,  with  all  his  preaching 
and  prosing.  How  extraordinary  to  ex- 
pect our  Irish  friends  should  go  flying 
round  the  country  like  hawkers  and  ped- 
lars, to  distribute* his  Hsts  and  his  pictures! 
X  declare  I  am  quite  amazed  at  his  con- 
duct altogether  " 

While  the  countess  continued  her  an- 
gry animadversions  on  the  duke's  letter,, 
ijir  Arthur  was  busity  engaged  in  ex- 
amining the  newfy-arrived  drawing — *'  It 
is  very  neatly  executed* — very  neatly 
done  indeed,**  said  the  baronet,  ^'  and  a 
rery  pretty  little  weapon  it  is,  and  much 
fitter,  in  my  mind,^  foi^  a  lady*s  hand  to 

flourishi 
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flourish  away  with  in  make  believe  tra- 
gedy»  than  the  grasp  of  an  assassin,  seeing 
those  kind  of  gentry,  if  the  Uade  is  good, 
are  not  over  carious  about  diesang  out 
the  handle  with  gold  and  jewels." 

^'  Robert  Bruoe  ^  repeated  the  signora, 
as  she  minutely  examined  the  drawing ; 
**  it  is  a  Scottish  name.  Perhaps  th^s  wea- 
pon is  what  they  call  the  dirk  in  Seothmd : 
I  have  heard  of  its  being  still  worn,  parti- 
cularly in  the  Highlands.'' 

As  the  »ghora  spoke,  her  features  wcMre 
the  semblance  of  per&ct  iniiooenoe—of 
feminine  softness  the  most  captivating, 
and  no  tinge  of  colour  deepened  on  her 
oonsdous  cheek. 

^*  The  dirk  is  certainly  a  Scottish  ivea«* 
pon,**  said  doctor  Cl^nente,  '*  though  now, 
I  believe,  seldom  worn,  even  in  the  High* 
lands.  The  shape  is  very  different  from 
th<^  stiletto,  which  is  an  instrument  of 
death  almost  peculiar  to  Italy  and  Spain. 
The  dirk  is  worn  and  used  openly,  but 
the  stiletto  worn  and  used  with  aeore^.; 

and 
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and  I  ssa  quite  of  w  Art\mf^  oi^Jminci^ 
thftt  this  rieUjHOtnaaifinted  little  w^spon 
is  better  suited  to  a  lady's  harod,  or  lady's 
pi^^  than  the  grasp  of  an  assassin/' 

But  stm  the  brilliant  bkxun  of  the  si^- 
Bora  remained  unebanged,  un&ded^  while 
the  mingled  temr^^  of  art  and  terror  flowed 
n^idly  over  the  qbeeka  of  tbo  youthful 
widow^«-*Qf  terror  at  the  dread,  of  <Uaocv 
v«y ;  but  how  or  why  she  knew  not,  of 
art,  to  prove  her  genuine  affltetioKi  for  tito 
loss  of  her  busfashdy  so  mueh  lamented^  so 
generally  deplored; 

Hammeisley  soothed  the  soft  sorrow  of 
tiie  lovely  mourner  with  all  a  lovei^  art; 
his  arm  encircled  her  waist~her  head  s& 
dymed  unconsciously  upon  his  shoulder, 
and  for  a  moment  his  polished  cheek  restc* 
ed  on  her  snowy  fordiead. 

Lord  EUesmere  could  endure  no.  more 
0^^  Xhiehess  of  Dunbane^'^  be  cried^  in  a 
vbioe  of  stem  cinnmand^  ^  the  widow's 
teora  should  be  sacred  fixxn.  the  breath  of 
Mmntoii  dalliance ;  retire  with  the  aignonb 

your 
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your  more  appropriate  compaoion  in  tim 
hour  of  afflietion  than  an  amoroua  young 
2nan»  whose  ligliUhearted  boyhood  must 
stamp  him,  in  the  mind  of  si^e  discern^ 
taent,  as  light  of  faith  and  constancy ;  Ephe- 
ms%  tears  can  never  gain  reqpeet'' 

The  cQuntwance  of  Hammersl^  lost 
all  its  youthful  softness  { indignation  ^iv 
kied  over  his  speaking  countenance*-'*  My 
lordi"  cried  be  haughtily,  **  we  meet  again, 
and  I  will  prove  to  your  lordship  lightr 
hearted  boyhood  wiU  not  peeolud^  my 
acting  as  a  man." 

^  Cousin  Frank — my  yoiuig  cousin 
Fiank,**  said  the  baronet,  forcibly  de- 
taining the  indignant  Hamjoersley, ''  you 
must  not  part  in  anger  with  our  good 
^iend,  my  lord  EUeameMi^  seeing  he  had 
no  wirii  in  life,  I  am  quite  certain  and 
rare,  to  offend  you  when  he  scold&d  the 
young  duchess ;  besides,  cousin  Frank,  he 
i^  a  guardian  and  a  gmndfather,  and  ag^ 
is  honourable." 

Ix>yd  Ellesmere  felt  at  that  moment 

ready 
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ready  to  annihilate  them  both ;  but  certain 
some  qualificatioQ  was  necessary  for  his 
fraizied  rudeness,  his  lordship  stammered 
oiit  a  most  ungradous  apology,^  which  was 
as  ungraciously  received  by  the  youthftd 
Hotspur;  but  sir  Arthur  CDwyer,  affedt- 
ing  to  believe  them  perfectly  reconciled, 
took  the  arm  of  his  young  kinsman,  and 
left  the  house. 

Doctor  Clements,  in  a  soli  whisper,  re- 
quested the  marquis  of  Heatherly  would 
follow  him  into  colonel  0*Brien*s»  The 
doctor  was  wsuting  for  him  ki  th^ha^ 
and  the  pladd  countenance  of  the  benevo- 
lent physician  was  unusually  agitated,  sb 
he  brought  the  marquis  through  the  se- 
cret passage  into  the  theatre.  He  then 
stopped  for  a  nioment,  and  softly  said-^ 
**  Be  on  your  guard,  my  lord  Heatherly; 
the  slightest  noise,  the  softest  word,  might 
mar^  our  well-laid  plans.  Be  silent,  be  se- 
cretf  and  mark  well  what  you  may  hear." 

Doctor  Clements  then  conducted  the 
wondering  young  man  to   the   private 

staircase 
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staircase  in  lord  EUesmere's  house*  The 
earl  of  Dunleer  joined  them  immediately, 
but  he  spoke  not,  and  his  lordship's  man- 
ner was  solemn,  almost  to  sternness. 

This  staircase  was  placed  close  beside 
one  of  the  rooms  on  the  second  floor,  and 
the  marquis,  with  silent  wonder,  beheld 
a  trap-doOT  removed  from  the  wall  by  doc- 
tor Clements,  so  artfully  contrived,  Uiat  it 
opened  and  closed  without  the  slightest 
noise,  A  large  painting  on  the  inside  co- 
vered the  aperture,  through  which  a  few 
small  holes  had  been  carefully  bored,  com- 
pletely out  of  casual  observation:  the  dress- 
ing-room of  the  duchess  of  Dunbane  was 
thus  given  to  view,  and  shortly  after  her 
grace  entered,  weeping  bitterly,  and  sup- 
ported by  the  signora  da  Cortina. 

^  Oh«  signora!  oh,  my  mother T  said 
the  weeping  beauty,  "  why  did  you  drop 
that  dreadful  stiletto,  so  remarkable,  so 
ricbly  jewelled,  that  even  the  liberaUmindf 
ed,  the  unsuspecting  sir  Arthur  O'Dwyer 

remarked 
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MDiarked  it  wias  only  ^tfced  for  a  kdsr's 
hand." 

*'  Foolish  girl  T  said  the  signoiB,  ^'  ixinish 
these  we^k,  these  unn&ceskary  fears,  un* 
Worthy  the  daughter  of  Isidna.  Look 
not-^^ct  not  so  like  your  fiitber,  don  Juan 
St.  Carlos,  who  wavered  equidly  in  good 
and  ill-— excellent  in  nothing,  and  make 
me  love  you  less.  Be  firm,  and  be  your 
mother's  pride — ^the  only  ol^eet  of  my 
fond  idolatry.  Who  can  trace  Robart 
Bruce  to  Eugenia  da  Cortina  ?  Not  one. 
That  secret  lies  buried  in  the  grave  of  per* 
jured  Edward.  What  t&en  have  I  to  fear? 
As  I  drew  the  stiletto  from  the  boscmi  of 
your  husband,  it  breathed  the  sweetest  in- 
cense to  my  heart  of  gratified  revenge. 
My  Antoniette  was  now  firee,  and  exulta- 
tion  throbbed  to  ecstacy  in  my  bosom,  as 
I  contemplated  the  mighty,  fallen,  eold, 
powerless,  dead,  by  the  foeUehand  of  scorn- 
ed insulted  woman.  Lord  William  has* 
tily  approached — 1  dMppod-^^  blood* 

stained 
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stained  weapon,  and  escaped.  Had  it  b«en 
found  on  me,  my  doom  was  sealed^^ad 
the  blood  with  which  it  was  covered  stain* 
ed  my  peasant's  garb,  Isadwa  of  Italy 
would  doom  have  ceased  to  breathe;  but» 
free  as  the  airy  lapwing,  I  retmtied  to 
England.  No  ghost  or  goUin  ^mned 
haunted  my  midnight  dream  or  morning 
slumber;  but  sweet  and  balmy  was  the 
sleep  which  closed  my  eyelids.  D'Avey* 
TO  and  the  dvke  rested  as  peaceful  in  the 
tomb  of  their  lordly  ancestors,  as  the  infant 
Prances  Selwyn  that  I  restored  early  to 
the  bosom  &f  her  mother,  that  my  Anto* 
niette  might  securely  enjoy  her  name  and 
honourable  uank  in  society.  Could  the 
haughty,  the  malignant  D^Aveyro  haunt 
njy  footsteps,  and  cry  revenge  and  murder 
in  my  ear,  where  then  would  be  the 
Woom  of  healrti  and  beauty  ?  Could  the 
pure— the  unearthly-minded  duke  whisper 
^ly  to  my  heart—'  Let  penitence  and 
V^yet  employ  those  hours  so  wasted  in 

worldly 
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worldly  joys-^repent,  and  be  forgivesi;' 
where  then  would  be  the  joyous  smile  of 
festive  happiness^  the  rosy  wreath  of  love^ 
and  all  the  luring  witcheries  of  life  ?  Could 
the  infant  Frances  wai)  from  her  tomb, 
and  say-*-'  Merdless  thou  art-expect  no 
mercy !' — ^Could  all  this  be,  then  might  I 
bdieve  the  monkish  &bles  of  a  world 
to  come^  and  be  a  brain-crazed  penitent 
through  terror.  But  no,  Antoniette,  it 
cannot  be;  the  grave  is  silent,  and — ^for 


ever." 


l!lie  signora  spoke  in  the  Spanish  Ian- 
guage,  which  was  always  the  case  when 
alone  with  her  daughter ;  but  this  precau- 
tion was  of  little  avail ;  her  present  audi- 
ters  lost  not  a  word  of  dreadful  import 
The  marquis,  though  dreadfully  shocked, 
had  still  sufficient  command  over  his  feel- 
ings to  remain  still  and  silent ;  but  so  mar- 
ble-looking was  his  countenance,  that  be 
appeared  the  stony  statue  of  agonized  sur- 
prise—''  Oh,  my  aunt !  my  guileless,  un- 
suspecting 


sdqieeting  aniit  T  thoo^t  this  honourable 
heart  grieved  young  man^  *^  bow  are  you 
associated  with  infiimy  and  murder  P* 

These  painful  reflections  were  disturbed 
by  the  Toioe  of  lord  EUesmere — **  Frances 
<^  Dnnfaane^**  be  cried,  ^  too  dearly  hare 
I  bought  you,  with  loss  of  peace  and  ho- 
nour, to  have  the  prize  so  purchased 
toni  from  my  gn»p  by  the  braggart  hand 
of  beardless  boyhood.  I  will  not  sink 
a}one  into  the  fiithomless  abyss  of  sorrow 
and  despair  you  have  prepared  to  receive 
me,  fiuthless  and  fickle  Frances !  No — on 
my  soul's  best  hopes,  if  any  yet  is  left  for 
me  to  cling  to,  I  will  not ;  you  and  the 
signora  shall  fall,  deep,  deep  into  the  gulf 
profound  of  ruined  happiness  and  blasted 
fame.  Loudly  wifl  I  proclaim  that  Fran* 
ces  of  Duabme,  that  mow-drop  of  appa- 
rent purity,  has  been  my  willing  mistress 
-^that  ten  years  ago  I  shared  the  favours 
of  signora  da  Cortina  with  sir  Charles  Sel- 
wyn — with  everyone  that  could  bring  the 
^arkling  diamond,  the  costly  pearl,  or 
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blushing  raby,  to  deck  the  booom  of 
mercenary  beauty,  till  disgusted  with  her 
avarice,  and  weary  of  her  art,  I  left  her  to 
caress,  despoil,  and  flatter  some  oth^r  fool 
that  would  be  as  welcome  as  the  former ; 
and  when  my  glorious  vengeance  is  com* 
plete,  this  hand  shall  silence  the  frenzied 
babbler  for  ever,  for  Ellesmere  will  never 
live  to  be  the  mark  of  scorn.  Reverse  the 
picture,  too-lovely,  too-fascinating  Fran* 
ces,  and  bind  me  still  your  fettered  slave. 
Dismiss  the  arrogant,  the  assuming  Ham* 
mersley ;  crush  for  ever  his  presumptuous 
Iiopes  of  love  and  wedded  happiness,  and 
you  will  find  me  grateful  beyond  expressi<Mi. 
The  signora  shall  still  ba$k  in  the  sunbeam 
of  viceregal  favour,and  be  thebrideof  manly 
excellence — the  future  marchioness  of  Bal« 
linderry.  Frances,  your  choice  is  free;  but 
remember,  you  have  no  changeling  no 
boy,  to  deal  with.  Within  this  hour  the 
dismissal  of  Hammersley  must  be  sent; 
written  by  yourown  hand ;  he  has  not  yet 
made  his  proposals  in .  the  regular  form. 

What 
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What  then  ?  I  care  not  for  appearances ; 
his  visits  are  not  admissiUe-^they  shall 
not.* 

**  Oh  ]  give  me  till  to-morrow,*  cried 
the  weeping  Frances ;  ^  my  unsteady  hand 
would  prove  the  anguish  of  my  heart,  and 
Hammersley  believe  it  guided  by  com- 
pulsion.    To  gratify  my  bosom's  lord,  I 
atn  content  to  bear  the  odium  of  imputed 
vanity,  that   could  believe  the  gay  and 
sportive  Hammersley  reflected  even  for  a 
moment  on  love  and  wedded  happiness, 
whose  joyous  boyhood,  like  the  spangled 
butterfly,  frolics  from  flower  to  flower, 
and  flutters  in  the  sunbeann  careless  of 
what  to-morrow  may  bring  forth.    His 
festive  heart  would  smile  at  my  unsought 
dismissal. — *  Oh,  vanity  !•  he  would  gaily 
say,  *  how  supreme  thou  art  in  every  fe- 
ttiale  heart !'  or  vanity-plumed  himself,  he 
^ight  believe  I  loved  the  sportive  boy, 
atid  careless  say — *  My  lady  of  Dunbane, 
the  bait  thrown  out  wiU  not  lure  me  into 
wedlock,'  and  boast  and  lau^,  and  hold 

K  S  me 
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me  up.  to  sqprBr-^bcwt  how  be  could  de* 
ceivc  the  gusffdian  watchfulness  of  my 
lord  Ellesmere,  only  he  was  not  yet  dis^ 
posed  to  .play  the  fool  and  many.  His 
idolizijpg  friends  would  shun^  de^se,  and 
^commy  vanity  and  presumption,  while  my 
auntde^therly  and  my  gentle  cousin,  your 
yife,  ^hocked  and  offended  by  such  con- 
duct in  me,  and  the  effects  it  must  jm)- 
duqe  on  tbe  friends  of  Mr.  Hammersley, 
wilHeuye^n^e  to  my  fate,  and  join  their 
Irisih  fr]en]i$,  to  shun,  .de^ise»  and  scorn 
the  luckless  f  fances ;  for  what  cause  can 
I  all^e  foi;  such  ungrateful,  such  as* 
suiniDg,  worthless  inconsistency  of  con- 
duct? Y?t  all  this  I  am  willing  to  endure 
to  give  4ny  bosom's  lord  contentment 

The  song  of  the  syren  once  more  pre- 
vailed ;  the^  bl^dlshments  of  the  signora 
^nd  her  daughter  once  more  succeeded  to 
sooth  the  jealous  frenzied  mind  of  the  in- 
fatuated earllnto  the  calm  security  of  fond 
reciprocal  affection,  and  the  youthful  du« 
ches9,  as  ^he  :fondIy  hung  on  his  enamour- 
ed 


cd  bosom,  breathed  the  softest  vows  of 
love  and  constancy. 

.r  The  dismissal  of  Hammersley  was  re- 
linquished, and  lord  Ellesmere  confessed 
his  maddening  jealousy  had  obscured  liis 
better  judgment,  and  reason  fl^  the 
throne  usurped  by  wildering  passion — 
**0h,  Frances!  great  is  your  power!  be 
merdful — ^be  fmthful,  and  mould  me  to 
your  wishes.'* 

Lord  Bllesmere  now  said  their  long  ab- 
sence would  be  remarked — **^  My  Louisa 
sent  me  hither  to  apologize  for  the  unwar- 
rantable rudeness  of  my  conduct  to  you,^ 
dearest  Frances ;  come  then,  thou  love- 
liest of  the  lovely !  and  speak  peace  to  the 
bosom  of  the  guileless — the  unsuspecting 
countess  ;**  and  Knked  in  love*s  soft  har- 
mony, this  precious  trio  proceeded  to  seek 
the  artless  and  easily-deceived  lady  EUes- 
mere. 

**  Merciful  Heaven  !*  said  the  marquis, 
as  he  clasped  his  hand  with  f^^arful  agony, 
**  is  aH  tibis  dreadful  scene  redfity  ?" 

K  3  The 
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The  oold  dew  gathered  on  his  forehead, 
and  doctor  Clements,  apprehensire  of  his 
fainting;  supported  his  lordship  into>the 
theatre,  and  opened  a  window  to*  give 
him  air,  while  lord  Dunleer  batiied  bis 
hands  and  temples  with  aromatic  vinegar. 

**  I  thought  you  more  lion-hearted, 
Heatherly^T  said  his  lordship ;  '^  but  I  find 
you  new  to  the  world,  and  new  to  guiltJ* 

**  Thank  Heaven,"  said  the  marquis,,  as 
he  respired  more  freely,  **  this^  viper  is  an 
alien  to  our  blood :  Frances  of  Dunbane 
is  no  relative  of  mine — of  the  artless,  the 
innocent  lady  Ellesmere*  What  a  fiend 
of  darkness  is  her  mother  T 

The  marquis  and  doctor  Clements  went 
with  lord  Dunleer  to  Lucan,  and  Hea- 
tha*ly  confessed  a  violent  headache  to  ac- 
count for  his  altered  and  abstracted  man- 
ner to  Flora  and  his  cousin. 

Afler  dinner,  doctor  Clements  mention- 
ed the  absolute  necessity  of  sending  ELam- 
mersley  from  the  vicinity  of  lord  EUes- 
mere---'^  To-day  the  dauntless  si»rit  of  his 

fiither 
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father  sparkled  in  his  eyes,  and  he  was  the 
bravest  of  the  brave«  It  required  all  the 
well-known  power  of  sir  Arthur  0*Dwyer 
over  the  mind  of  his  young  relative  to 
draw  him  peaceably  away,  and  make  him 
accept  the  ungracious  apology  of  lord  El- 
lesmere.  Endeared  to  all  our  hearts  by 
his  virtues  and  his  graces,  Frank  Ham- 
mersley  must  not  be  left  to  fall  a  victim 
to  his  own  mistaken  notions  in  this  in-^ 
stance  of  honour." 

**  Would  your  uncle,  my  lord  Cold- 
brook,  esteem  me  intrusive,  marquis,"  said 
kffd  Dunleer,  **  if  I  requested  him  to  take 
charge  of  this  young  Hotspur  for  a  few 
weeks  ?'* 

•*  Surely,  my  lord,  you  do  not  mean  to 
mock  the  relatives  of  Rosabel  by  such  a 
question.  Intrusive  I  no,  my  lord;  with 
pride-— with  gratified  pride,  my  uncle 
would  accept  the  precious  tiiist  that 
Henry  would  greet  him  with,  tae  affec^ 
tionate  welcome  of  a  much-loved  brother ; 
and  Mr.  Hammersley  would  meet,    at 
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LeweUyn  Castle,  the  chosen  fiiend  of  my 
heart— all  that  is  exceUent  iii  man — ^major 
Fackenham." 

A  smile,  briliimit  and  bright,  sparkled 
over  the  features  of  lord  Dunleer,  as  he 
asked  if  major  Packenham  was  a  telatkm? 

"  No,  my  lord,  but  endeared  to  our  rf- 
fections  almost  beyond  the  ties  of  kindred 
blood ;"  and  the  marqUis,  above  disguise, 
confessed  his  youthiul  m'ors,  and  the 
steady  friendship  of  major  Packenham, 
which  had  restored  him  to  his  fiimUy  mid 
to  happiness. 

A  bright  and  briHiant  smile  .gain  3- 
lumined  the  countenance  of  lord  Dtmleer, 
as  his  lordship  remarked,  with  evident 
emotion,  the  friend  so  nobly  eulogised 
could  scarcdiy  equal  in  every  hononiabfe 
feeling  the  noble  eulogist. 

'<  Marquis  of  Heai&erly,''  said  the  agi- 
tated ear],  **  I  daily  witness  a  brightening 
shade  of  peHeetion  in  your  Character,  m^ 
witnessed  before,  and  I  now  hgimieina 
^sapp<mitftfent  wbiih  has  d^rared  sJMh 

unexpected 
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unexpected  pleasare  to  my  heatt«  *  What- 
ever is,  is  rights'  yet  I  madly  dai^d  to 
bdieve  it  otherwise^" 

The  next  moment  a  deepening  bhrsK,. 
which  suffused  the  countenance  of  lord 
Dunleer^  proved  he  had  been  thinking 
imoonsciously  aloud- 

•*  Seek  not— seardi  not,?  saM  doctor 
€tema)ts, .  softly,  as  he  took  the  hand  of 
the  astonished  marquis;  ''a(fi^  not  to 
observe  this  lapse  of  memofy  in^  the  good 
eail;  all  shall  be  well  and  happily  explain- 
ed. The  question  is,  my  lord^at  present,^ 
continued  the  doctor,  in  his^  usual  maoiiler, 
^  will  Hammersley  consent  to  make  this 
visit  to  lord  Coldbrook,  fc»*.  Hotspur-like; 
he  may  &ncy  to  will  it  otherwise ;  he  wifi 
not  refuse  «iy  reque^.  Though  ene  of 
his  guardians,  I  never  yet  attempted  tOi 
command  him :  this  high^mettled  racer 
must  be  gently  reined  and  gently  guided. 
I  shatt  trouble  you,  marquis,  to  write  a 
letter  of  introduction  to  your  uncle  for 
flammersley,  and  I  will  write  to  his  lord*^ 

k5  ship. 
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ship,  before  I  sleep,  to  request  he  will  take 
charge  of  this  petted  boy  till  lady  Rosa- 
bel is  of  age.  And  now,  my  lord  mar- 
quis, this  weighty  affair  completely  ar- 
ranged, what  is  your  opinion  of  our  lovely 
friends,  thesigncMra  and  Hiet  daughter? 
My  opinion  is,  my  lord,  that  the  bosom 
of  a  fiend  may  be  clothed  with  the  form 
of  angel  brightness,  and  I  shudder  as  I 
reflect  on  this  monster  of  depravity,  and 
call  it  woman.  May  I  ask,  my  lord,  if 
the  drawing  of  the  stiletto  was  sent  to 
this  country  by  your  direction  ?" 

"  It  was.  By  an  intervention  of  Provi- 
dence, chance  I  will  not  call  it,  were  we 
guided  to  hear  the  confession  of  signora  da 
Cortina ;  the  same  guiding  hand  brought 
to  this  country  the  only  being  that  could 
prove  the  signora  the  owner  of  the>stiletto, 
and  prove  the  murder  of  count  D'Aveyro ; 
but  as  this  witness  is  an  ecclesiastic,  and 
conscientious  almost  to  a  fault,  he  wished 
to  see  a  coloured  drawing  of  this  weapon 
before  we  proceeded  further.    I  wrote  to 

the 
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ihe  duke  of  Dunbane,  requesting  he  would 
send  the  required  drawing  to  lord  EUes- 
mere,  to  which  I  affixed  no  signature,  but 
my  letfeer  hore  the  stamp  of  truth  so  firm- 
ly, hia  grace  could  not  believe  it  an  idle 
tale.  The  duke  gave  implicit  fidth,  and 
followed  my  directions  exactly,  though 
equally  ignorant  of  the  accuser  and  the 
accused.. 

*^  The  duke's  letter  came  by  express  to' 
the  very  hour  I  had  mentioned,  for  I  wish^ 
ed  to  witness  the  effect  it  li^ould  have  on 
the  signora  da  Cortina.  You,  marquis, 
also  witnessed  her  public  conduct,  her 
private  opinicm ;  for  doctor  Clements  and 
I  both  agreed  it  would  be  unfair,  almost 
dishonourable,  to  keep  our  secret  proceed- 
mgfs,  in  this  instance,  any  longer  concealed 
from  you,  whom  we  appreciate  so  highly. 

•*  The  method  by  which  we  became 
acquainted  witib  every  horrid  secret  of  the 
signora's  heart,  was  never  intended  for  its 
present  purpose;  yet  how  often  do  we 
behold,  by  the  most  simple  seeming  means 
Ae  deeds  of  midnight  darkness,  rapine, 
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and  murder,  blazed  forth  to  the  gpbring 
light  of  day !  When  our  little  theatre  was 
first  made^  there  was  no  private  stair- 
case; we  dressed  in  the  i^artmenta  be- 
neath, and  went  into  the  theatre  by  a 
door  behind  the  scenes.  Hammersley 
has  really  some  theatrical  merits  and 
was  fond  of  displaying  his  abilities  in  Ru^ 
gantino,  but  found  it  very  inconvenient 
to  keep  running  about  the  house,  as  he 
called  it,  to  change  his  dress.  Last  sum- 
mer, when  he  got  us  fairly  settled  at  IiU<» 
can,  the  ingenious  Frank  eontrived  that 
trap-door  which  yousaw  td-day  in  what  was 
then  his  own  dressing-rciom ;  pulled  down, 
it  formed  a  very  secure  platform,  of  three 
feet  square,  to  stand  on ;  and  a  similar  trap 
door  was  made  in  the  flooring  of  the 
theatre  behind  the  scenes,  and  this  pulled 
down  in  such  a  manner  as  to  assist  the 
young  adventurer  into  the  theatre  with  ease 
and  safety,  and  a  ladder  of  ropes,  securely 
fastened  to  the  floor,  enabled  the  young 
3nechanist  to  change  his  dress  with  greatar 
speed  and  conveniedce ;  but  his  aunt,  and 

his 
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his  sisters,  and  Ms  eoaans,  raised  such  an 
outcry,  that  to  escape  the  wordy  tofwnt 
of  doubts  and  terrors,  I  had  die  trapdoor 
in  the  theatre  nailed  up^  and  tfbe  private 
staircase  madte,  and  the  Miss  Hammer'^ 
sleys  secured  the  aperture  in  Frank's  dress- 
ing-room from  being  opened,,  by  placing 
over  it  a  Tery  beautiful  flowers-piece  pnnt- 
ed  by  themselves*.. 

^  When  these  fiiir  ladies  made  their 
appearance  in  Iiseland,.  we  were  wdl  ac- 
quainted with  the  character  of  signora  da 
Cortina,  as  being  asmercenaiy  as^ infamous. 
We  were  awaise  of  tlie  bribe  which  allured 
the  infatuated  earl  of  Eilesmere  into  the 
breach,  of  faith  and  every  honourable  feeU 
ing — with  the  marriage  of  lady  Rosabel, 
snd  the  high-spirited  honourable  conduct 
^  her  cousin  Heatherly.,  No  family  se^ 
^et  was  concealed  from  our  penetration, 
and  hitherto  our  plans  for  securing  the 
peace  of  the  gentle  Rosabel  have  succeeded 
to  our  utmost  wishes.  But  Hammeisley,. 
a  young  and  wealthy  heir,  we  determined 

to 
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to  keep  far  from  the  artful  wHes  of  wanton 
beautj^  and  the  goocUhumoured  Frank 
consented  either  to  remain  with  me  at 
Lucan,  or  at  Ballindeny  Tower,  the  seat 
of  bis  near  kinsman  the  marquis — *  Wisest^ 
discreetest,  best/  said  the  sportive  hoy^. 
with  one  of  his  very  best  tragedy*fiourishes^. 
'have  always  beeayour  counsels^my  dearly* 
beloved  guardian,  and  I  have  just  good 
sense  enough  to  feel  and  be  grateful  for 
all  your  kindness ;  dispose  of  me  as  •  yoa 
please ;  I  am  your  lordship's  most  dutiful 
and  obedient  ward,  as  in  duty  bound  f  and 
the  frolicsome  Frank  brogged  it  away  like- 
sir  Arthur  O'Dwyer,  whom  he  often  mi- 
mics, though  he  loves  him  like  his  own 
«oul,  * 

**  Sir  Arthur  had  been  making  fine 
speeches  and  uncouth  love  for  some  time 
to  the  signora,  who  received  his  attention* 
with  sudi  modest  sweetness,  that  we 
thought  the  deceiver  completely  deceived, 
and  our  task  not  only  light  but  pleasant, 
when  one  morning  I  saw  Hammersley 
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dashing  up  the  avenue,  hi&  face  pale  as 
death,  and  so  horrified  in  the  expression, 
that  I  anticipated  some  dreadful  intelli* 
genoe«  Sir  Arthur  ran  to  meet  him^  for, 
spelVhottnd  nvith  terror  and  alarm,  a  sick- 
ening  weakness  shivered  over  me,  and  I  felt 
unequal  tamove.—^Do  not  look  so  sick  and 
so  frightened  like,cousin,.mylord  Dunleer^* 
said  the  good-natured  baronet;  *  my  young 
cousin  Frank  is  all  in  a  quandary  too 
about  nothing  at  all,  to  my  mind,  seeing 
that  saying  and  doing  are  two  things,,  cour 
sin  Frank ;  and  when  I  am  married  to  the 
signora,  she  may  poison  me,,  that's  all.* — 
•  The  Jezebel-^the  infernal,'  cried  the 
greatly-agitated  Frank,  *  she  may  poison 
you  for  not  marrying  her,  my  cousim* 

**•  Sir  Arthur  O'Dwyer  and  I  rejoiced  to 
see  the  sportive  smile return^though  faintly, 
tohislip.  Hammersley,  though  heconsented 
to  avoid  the  society  of  signora  da  Cortina 
and  the  beautiful  Frances,  felt  a  resistless 
curiosity,  not  to.  be  conquered,  to  behold 
these  fascinating  strangers,  so  celebrated 

by 
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by  all  his  acquaintance  for  their  elegance 
and  beauty,,  and  the  inventive  mind  of  our 
young  relative  contrived  a  mode  to  gratify 
this  restless  wish,,  without  displeasing  his 
friends. 

"Hiaving  ascertained  the  dressing-room 
now  occupied  by  the  young  duchess  was 
formerly  his  own,,  one  morning,  when  he 
believed  the  fair  ladies  were  engaged  with 
Mr  Arthur,  he  went  through  the  theatre 
to  the  private  staircase  in  lojfd  Ellesmere's.. 
house,  and  drawing  down  the  trap-door,, 
which  formed  a  commodious  seat,. the  gay 
and  thoughtless  Frank  commenced,  with 
great  ingenuity,  scooping  a  peep-hole  in 
the  flower-piece  where  he  knew  it  would 
not  be  discovered;  but  the  progress  of  his 
work  was  suddenly  stopped  ;  his  hand  be- 
came powerless  as  he  heard  the  name  of 
«ir  Arthur  associated  with  poison  and. 
death, 

-  **  Once  presented  at  court  as  lady 
O^Dwyer,  the  signora  was  determined  not 
loiig  to  wear  the  blush  of  shame  on  her 

polished. 
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polisbed  cheek,  catted  by  the  mieouth 
manners,  the  vulgar  phraseology,  of  her 
husband.  The  signora  always  carried  in 
her  bosom  a  precious  drug,  which  gave  to 
death  all  the  a[^arance  of  apoplexy. — 

*  I  huve  already,'  continued  die  Itaikm, 

*  proved  its  efiScacy  on  count  D'Aveyro ; 
and  the  most  eminent  physicians  in  Ma- 
diid  were  not  snffidentiy  skilful  to  find 
out  he  died  by  poison.' 

**  The  ladies  nofW  left  tb^  apart^ftent, 
and  Frank  rade  post  to  Lucan,  v^h  all 
the  borror  of  his  heart  picture  UfA  his 
countenance.  With  some  difficulty  We 
prevailed  on  our  kinsman  to  conceal  *this 
horrid  secret,  till  we  could  prove  who  count 
D'Avey ro  was,  and  his  muider  on  this 
abominable  woman ;  and  we  attended  fc^ 
some  months  with  great  diligence  at  the 
ti^p-door,  without  being  able  to  ascertain 
any  certain  intelligence  of  this,  murdered 
ndbleman  \  but  this  watchfulness  etiabled 
us  to  prevent  many  premciditiited  hearth 

«6hea 
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aches  both  to  your  lordship  and  lady  Ro- 
sabel. 

^  At  length  the  love^sidk  duchess  be- 
came weary  of  Orlington,  heart-weary  of 
lord  EUesmere^  and  her  thoughts  were 
solely  occupied  by  the  absent  Henry;  and» 
assisted  by  her  mother,  determined  to  eir- 
force  the  marriage  of  lady  Rosabel. . 

*'  At  this  period  lord  Ellesmere  had,  in 
his  own  opinion,  no  rival  near  the  throne. 
In&tuated  man !  he  belieyed  the  heart  of 
the  youthful  Frances  all  his  own — ^her 
wishes  were  his  will,  and  her  success  not 
for  a  moment  doubted. 

^'  Hamidaersley  volunteered  to  amuse 
the  mind  of  the  young  duchess,  and  make 
love  with  equal  ardour  and  equal  success 
as  sir  Arthur,  and  flourishing  away  with 
tragedy  rant,  declared,  not  only  lords  Or- 
lington  and  Ellesmere,  but  the  peerless 
Henry,  as  her  grace  always  called  lord 
Fitssaubume,  should  yield  the  palm  c^  vic- 
tory to  his  superior  attractions.. 

^^  J  must  acknowledge  my  unwillingness 

to 
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to  hazard  the  introduction  of  this  ardent 
boy  to  these  witching  syrens ;  his  quick 
penetration  saw  I  wished  to  play  off  this 
wild  fimcy  from  his  mind. — *  My  lord 
Dunleer/  and  he  addressed  me  ^vith  a  so^ 
lemnity  never  witnessed  in  him  before, 
*  you  assisted  to  form  my  principles; 
I  am  grieved  to  perceive  your  lordship 
doubts  the  work  of  your  own  masterly 
hand ;  and  if  I  must  confess  the  truth,  I 
must — I  bear  a  charmed  heart,  into  which 
the  wiles  of  wanton  beauty  can  never 
enter.  Lady  Honoria  O'Dwyer  has  con- 
quered the  citadel  of  that  heart,  and  honour 
guards  the  portal ;  while  I  speak  of  love  in . 
faithless  guise  to  the  Ephesian  widow,  Ho- 
noria will  be  only  present  to  my  heart. 
The  marquis  of  Ballinderry  has  sanctioned 
my  presumptuous  love ;  and  now,  my  lord 
Dunleer,  with  a  heart  so  charmed,  can  I 
fear  the  power  of  venal  beauty,  if  I  could 
indeed  forget  that  guilt  and  murder  were 
the  inmates  of  each  snowy  bosom  ?' 
[*  With  heartfelt  satisfaction  we  heard 

thia 
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•  •  • 

this  oonfession  of  the  youthful  lover ;  and 
his  success  with  the  duchess  was  even  be- 
yond our  most  sanguine  expectations^ 

•*  Though  you  may  esteem  it  an  unne- 
cessary digression,  marquis,  yet  I  cannot 
pass  over  the  conduct  of  sir  Arthur 
O'Dwyer  on  this  occasion.  He  went  the 
next  morning  to  his  friend  Mr.  Gordon, 
the  barrister,  to  inquire  if  any  part  of  the 
Ballinderry  estate  could  be  alienated  from 
ihe  title?  Too  firmly  entailed,  it  could  not 
be ;  but  the  timber,  of  which  there  is  ai 
great  quantity  on  the  northern  estates  ttf 
the  marquis,  sir  Arthur  insisted  should  be 
immediately  cut  down,  to  increase  the 
portion  of  lady  Honoria.^ — *  We  will  plant 
young. trees  in  their  place,  my  lord  mar- 
quis; they  will  be  quite  old  enough  to 
portion  off  the  daughters  of  my  son.  My 
own  daughters  shall  never  have  reason  to 
call  their  Either  a  careless  guardian  of  tbeir 
happiness  or  their  fortune;  and  that  is 
what  I  call  *  reckoning  your  chickens  be- 
fore they  are  hatched,!  cousin,    my  lord 

Ballindergr* 
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Baiyiideny.  And  now  every  thin^  lieiog 
settled  quite  agreeable  to  my  mind*  my 
lord  marquis^  I  hope  you  wont  be  diiagree* 
able,  and  refuse  letting  the  timber  be  cut 
down,  seeing  I  want  to  make  a  present  to 
tny  young  eourin  Frank,  at  your  lordship's 
expaiee/  Though  the  baronet  was  per* 
fjBctly  convinced  that  not  a  single  tree 
could  be  removed  witliout  his  permission 
— *  It  is  only  what  I  might  expect  from 
sir  Arthur  O'Dwyer,'  said  the  truly-grate* 
ful  marquis;  **  if  there  were  ten  thou* 
«and  of  ouy  family»  the  heart,  the  actions 
of  sir  Arthur  would  still  be  superior  to  us 

all; 

*'  The  opera,  which  was  delayed  as  long 
as  it  decently  could,  without  causing  sus- 
picion, was  at  length  fixed  for  representa* 
tion.  It  was  downright  amusing  to  wit- 
ness the  anxiety  of  signora  da  Cortina 
Abcmt  her  appearance  in  Lucinda;  her 
^gret  that  she  could  not  blaze  ferth  the 
Yery  sovereign  of  the  diamond  mine  te 
the  assraiUed  friends  of  sir  Arthur—- that 

the 
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the  simple  costume  usually  worn  in  this 
character,  admitted  not  this  vast  display 
of  greatness ;  and  Frank  Hammersley  de- 
dared,  *  'twas  pitiful,  'twas  wondrous  pi- 
tiful,* but  it  must  be  so. 

^  While  these  thoughts  were  passing  in 
the  mind  of  the  signora,  sir  Arthur  hap- 
pened to  remark  an  emerald  necklace, 
which  she  wore,  as  the  most  beautiful  or- 
nament he  had  ever  seen,  the  most  perfect 
contrast  to  her  bosom  of  snow. 
,  "  A  look  of  vexation  passed  over  the 
countenance  of  the  Italian,  and  the  ever- 
watchful  Hammersley  determined  to  fmd 
out  the  cause. 

**  The  two  make-believe  lovers,  as  the 
baronet  always  called  himself  and  the 
light-hearted  Frank,  went  with  me  into 
the  theatre,  to  fix  on  some  necessary  deco- 
rations for  the  viceregal  box ;  Hammerdey 
left  us  to  ascertain  the  cause  of  that  doud, 
the  first  he  had  ever  se^i  to  obscure  the 
sunshine  of  the  signora^  beauty. 

'^  The  next  moment  he  retutbed^  and 

laid 
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laid  fast  hdid  on  the  baronet.  Hammer- 
sl^  was  nearly  breathless  with  speed  and 
terror ;  he  half  sobbed,  half  stammered  out 
-r-'  They  are  going  to  poison  the  arch^ 
bishop  of  Toledo !  Now  come  with  me 
you  must,  and  come  with  me  you  shall,  as 
you  are  the  cause  of  it  all,  about  thieit  Je« 
zebel's  emerald  necklace ;  surely,  my  own 
dear  oourin,  sir  Arthur  O'Dwyer,  you  wont 
sufier  the  good  St.  Anselino  to  be  poisoned 
by  that  first-born  of  Beelzebub,  to  get  at 
some  emerald  ornament  ?  I  don't  know 
well  what  she  said,  but  she  spoke  of  the 
archbishop  and  emeralds,  and  poison  and 
plunder  will  follow  of  course.  How  the 
devil,  if  he  did  not  assist  his  own,  did 
she  make  out  the  good  old  man  was  here, 
or  that  he  had  fine  emeralds  ?' 

''  Surprised  into  what  he  detested,  as  sir 
Arthur  termed  it  an  eaves-dropping,  for 
^U  our  art  could  not  prevail  on  the  ba- 
ronet  to  witness  any  of  their  secret  con- 
versations, we  all  hurried  to  the  scene  of  ge- 
^ral  information. — ^  I  cannot  conceive, 

signora,' 


signora^'  said  the  aol^fwed  Fiances, '  wliy 
you  should  hesitate  to  ^e  the  emcndd 
out  of  that  old-fiishioDed  ring,  to  rejplaoe 
the  one  ao  unaccountably  lost  out  of  you^ 
emerald  wreath,  it  matches  so  exactly  in 
^ze,  shi^,  and  colour ;  the  wreath  or  co- 
ronet cannot  be  worn  without  it,  and  you 
might  not  be  able  to  match  It  in  this  coun- 
try before  the  first  of  May.  It  will  be  a 
qompliment  to  sir  Arthur  to  wear  the  <«* 
naments  he  praised ;  you  can  wear  them 
\)^ith  great  propriety  in  Ludnda,  and  love- 
liest of  the  lovely  you  Igok  in  the  emerald 
green/ — *  Still  I  would  not  wish  to  part 
with  this  ring,  Antoniette ;  I  should  like 
to  produce  it,  as  a  family  relic,  to  the 
friends  of  $ir  Arthur ;  and  some  of  tiiem, 
par  hazard,  might  understand  Spanish,  or 
make  out  them  that  did,  to  translate  what  is 
written  on  the  inside,  **  the  ^ft  of  Antonio 
St.  Carlos  to  the  deeply-injured  Bosalie 
des  Tprmes  f  9t|d  then  your  inventioii 
would  be  racked,  and  no.  credence  after  all> 
perhaps,  be  giveo  to  the  story ;  the  deeply- 
injured 
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injured  Rosalie  might  be  tortured  into  a 
thousand  forms,  and  what  you  wished  to 
beautify  your  history,  might  mar  it  with  a 
•blemish/ — *  To  your  Antoniette,  my  mo- 
tber,  this  ring  is  valueless.  The  arch- 
bishop of  Toledo  is  doubtless  numbered 
with  the  dead ;  or,  was  he  now  alive,  the 
powerful  prelate,  in  his  grand  pallacio,  as 
when  you  received  from  him  this  ring, 
would  I,  the  acknowledged  daughter  of  sir 
Charles  Selwyn,  of  honourable  birth  and 
noble  family,  confess  myself  to  be  tlie 
spurious  offspring  of  his  deceitful  nephew, 
don  Juan  St  Carlos  ?  No,  viamma  mio, 
no !  destroy  the  ring,  memento  of  little 
worth  and  worthless  man !  Had  the  sti- 
letto of  Robert  Bruce  bore  no  inscription, 
how  many  pangs  the  heart  of  your  An- 
toniette  had  been  spared !' — *  Foolish,  fool- 
ish  girl!  how  oflen  must  I  repeat,  who 
can  prove  that  Eugenia  da  Cortina  ever 
beheld  the  stiletto  of  Robert  Bruce — 
much  less  attempt  to  prove  she  was  the 
Robert  Bruce  herself^  Cheer  npjoid  smile, 
^OL.  iL  X*  my 
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my  beauteous  lily,  fairest  lilies  not  so 
fair,  and  I  will  disrobe  this  emerald  gem 
of  its  tell-tale  covering,  and  wear  it  on  my 
brow,  and  sofUy  say,  to  that  epitome  of 
vulgar  absurdity,  uncouth  gallantry,  and 
obsolete  grimace — "  To  win  your  favour, 
I  wear  the  emerald  green  V'  and  sir  Ar- 
thur will  believe,  and  hug  his  chains,  and 
caper,  like  an  overgrown  baboon,  to  his 
own  hideous  chattering*  When  sir  Ar- 
thur remarked  my  necklace  this  morning, 
I  felt  real  vexation,  that  my  beaut^l 
and  becoming  emerald  wreath  could  not  be 
worn,  the  loss  of  the  centre  gem  had  so 
totally  deranged  the  beauty  of  its  appear*- 
ance.  I  will  accede  to  your  wishes,  my 
Antoniette;  the  setting,  carefully  removed, 
can  be  replaced  at  any  time.'—- *^  Oh,  bum, 
destroy  it,  ma  beUc  mere !  that  no  trace 
may  be  left  of  Rosalie  des  Tormes !  Had 
the  stiletto  been  destroyed,  no  vestige 
had  remained  of  Robert  Bruce ;  a  weapon 
unadorned  had  been  as  faitiiful  to  its  duty. 
3ir  Arthur  will  best  infwm  you  where  the 

wreath 
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wreath  can  be  repairedi  as  I  am  most 
anxious  to  keep  the  ring  from  the  prying 
eyes  of  lord  EUesmere,  who  grows  every 
^day  more  suspicious  and  more  detestable. 
Take  my  advice,  dearest  signora ;  t^U  the 
baronet  the  ring  belonged  to  signor  da 
Cortina,  but  how  he  becJkme  possessed  of 
it,  you  know  not,  and  be  anxious  only 
about  the  setting,  to  destroy  it.' 

"  The  application  was  accordingly  made 
to  sir  Arthur,?  and  he  promised  to  bring  a 
jeweller  the  next  morning,  to  take  the 
orders  of  signora  da  Cortina,  which  would 
,be  executed  with  fidelity  and  dispatch^ 

**  James  Ryan,  foster-brother  to  the  ba,- 
jTonet,  owned  a  good  shop  in  Capel-street, 
;and*sir.ArUiur  promised  to  be  answerable 
tor  every  gem  in  the  costly  circlet.  The 
.ring,  and  strict  directions  to  preserve  and 
return  the  setting,  were  given  the  next 
morning  to  Mr.  Ryan ;  and  as  no  com- 
ment was  made  on  the  part  of  sir  Arthur, 
no  explanation  was  required. 

L  2  .  "  Ryan 
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'^  Ryan  had  in  his  possession  an  old- 
fiishioned  seal  ring,  the  setting  of  which 
was  exactly  similar  to  that  of  the  aith- 
bishop  of  Toledo's ;  and,  without  attempts 
ing  to  investigate  the  motives  of  his  pa- 
tron, he  followed  his  directions  exactly; 
and  sir  Arthur  was  weU  convinced  this 
man's  secrecy  could  be  relied  on.  His 
original  trade  was  that  of  an  engraven 
but  his  own  good  conduct,  and  the  patron- 
<age  of  sir  Arthur's  family,  had  made  him 
master  of  a  good  establishment,  as  gold- 
smith and  jeweller. 

"  By  the  directions  of  the  baronel^  he 
took  the  setting  off  the  seal  ring,  and  pri- 
vately engraved  on  it  a  similar  inscription 
to  that  of  the  archbishop^.  The  emerald 
was  replaced  from  l5ie  warehouse  of  Mr. 
Ryan,  and  sir  Arthur  retamed  the  ring  in 
his  own  possession;  but  we  determined 
no  exposure  of  the  dark  deeds  of  ,the  sig- 
nora  should  take  place  till  after  the  con- 
iinement  of  lady  Rosabel;  safely  recovered 

from 
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from  her  hour  of  trial,  we  feel  at  liberty  ta 
act ;  the  genlie  girl  cannot  now  be  injured 
by  this  tale  of  horror." 

**  In  a  crniversation  we  had  some  time 
ago,  marquis,''  said  doctor  Clements, "  I 
mentioned  a  noble  Spaniard,  whom  sir  Ar- 
thur 0*Dwyer  had  assisted  to  escape ;  it 
was  the  archbishop  of  Toledo.  Marked 
by  the  satellites  of  the  usurping  Joseph,  as 
the  firm  adherent  of  his  royal  master,  lie 
would  have  sliared  the  iate  of  many  who 
fell  a  victim  to  their  loyalty ;  but  Heaven 
decreed  it  otherwise,  and*  has  conducted 
hither  the  only  being  who  can  prove  Ro* 
bert  Bruce  was  Rosalie  des  Tormes  J* 

''  A  fortn%ht  afler  lady  Rosabel  became 
a  happy  mother.  Sir  Arthur  observed  the 
necessity  there  was  to  proceed  on  the  task 
allotted  us  to  perform;  for  infidel  must  be 
that  heart  who  could  believe  the  dis- 
covered assassin  of  the  duke^  the  deadly 
destroyer  of  the  count  d'Aveyro,  and  the 
infant  Frances,  was  indeed  a  work  of  chance. 

L  3  In^ 
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In  ^x  weeks  bcly  Rcwabel  would  be  of  age, 
and  after  that  |)eriod  we  had  no  security 
from  the  death-spreading  hand  of  the  sig- 
nora  da  Cortina.  ^ 


CfiAt^TERXi: 


The  Arcf^igkbp  of  ^thl&io: 

"  We  went,  that  is,  lord  Dunleer  atrdi} 
with  sir  Arthur  O'Dwyer,  to  the  Vale  of  St 
Carlos,  as  the  present  abode  of  tfae  archbishop 
is  called,  who  wishes  to  remain  unknoWn, 
and  has  taken  the  name  df  St.  Ansdnic^ 
in  compliment  to  sir  Arthuf .  The  seiidf 
ilfustrissimo  still  retains  all  that  vigour  of 
mind,  th^t  quick  penetmtion  amf  clieaf 
discernment,  for  which  he  was  so  justly 
celebrated  in  the  court  of  Madrid ;  his  fi^ 
gure  is  stin  erect,  and  he  possesses  an  un- 
common 
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eommon  share  of  activity  and  health  for 
his  time  of  life,  for  the  venerable  prelate  is 
now  near  seventy. 

<<  We  were  received  with  his  usual  kind 

urbanity,  and  as  he  pressed  the  hand  of 

sir  Arthur,  with  ardent  friendship,  the  eyes 

oi  the  illtistrissimo  rested  on  the  emerald 

ring  he  wore, — *  Friend  of  my  bitterest 

hour  of  trial,'  said  the  archbisbc^r  as  his 

altered  features  assumed  the  cadaverous 

hue  of  d^th,  ^  where  did  you  obtain  that 

ring  ?  has  the  song  of  the  syren  met  your 

ears  ?  has  the  tempter  had  power  to  seek 

and  find  your  honourable  heart  ?  but  no, 

it  cannot  be !  the  idle  dream  of  age  has 

warped  my  senses ;  infamy  and  years  must 

have  long  since  destroyed  that  beauty, 

once  so  perfect,  which  dothed  with  seraph 

brighteess'  a  heart  which  demons  might 

admire,  and  eall  their  kindred  spirit  of  hdl! 

Oh  say,  my  valued  fri^d,  where  you  ob* 

tained  t^at  ring  ?  it  cmno<;  oh  no,  it  eau^ 

not  be  fitftn  the  Uood^^straied  hand  of  Roi^ 

salie  des  Ton&ed  !'---*  I  got  ihe  ring,  illua^ 

L  4  trissimo,' 
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trissimo,.'  replied  the  baronet,  with  great 
command  of  feature,  *  from  a  very  lovely 
lady,  a  foreigner,  signora  da  Cortina,  who 
is  now  the  fairest  beauty  of  our  Irish  court;  * 
and  this  lovely  lady  is  quite  agreeable  to 
be  lady  O'Dwyer,  senor  illustrissimo ;  and 
I  have  brought  you  her  picture  to  look  at, 
my  lord  the  ardibishop/  And  the  baronet 
produced  a  highly-finished  likeness  of  the 
signora,  secretly  painted  by  himself! 

*'  The  benevolent  smile  of  the  arch- 
bishop was  instantly  changed  into  an  ex- 
pression of  horror  I  never  yet  saw  equalled 
The  portrait  dropped  from  his  palsied 
hands,  his  limbs  stiffened,  and  his  glazed 
eyes  seemed  ready  to  burst  from  their 
sockets. — *  Fatiier  of  Mercies!'  he  at  length 
exclaimed,  with  renovated  energy,  *  I 
thank  thee  that  thou  hast  enabled  thy 
unworthy  servant  to  preserve  this  upright 
man  from  ah  union  with  guilt  and  mur- 
der! But  still  I  may  err;  Roc^ie  des  Tor- 
mes  must  now  have  measured  full  eight* 
and-thirty  years ;  the  portrait  is  that  of  a 

youthful 
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youthful  beauty ;  it  may  be  her  daughter,. 
and;  ob,  how  soothing  the  reflection,  the 
*  daughter  erf  my  nephew  may  be  innocent  T 
— '  The  sigiiora,  senor  iilustrissimo,  must 
be  the  age  y oil  mention.    She  has  educat- 
ed the  daughter  of  sir  Charles  Seiwyn, 
who  is  now  a  widow,  in  her  twentieth 
year,  and  scarcely  more  juvenile  in  her 
look  and  manner  than  the  signora  da  Cor-^ 
tma.* — ^  My  kind  friends/  said  the  arch* 
bishop^  gently,  *  will  condescend  to  pardon 
the  imbecility  of  age,  which  seeks  repose 
after  the  violent  shock  I  have  received. 
Allow  me  to  entreat  your  presence  here 
to-morrow;  IshaU  then  be  more  enabled  to 
state  this  tale  of  horror,  of  twolbld  mur- 
der:   meanwhile  I  will  commune  with 
my  own  heart,  and  seek  in  prayer  the  as- 
sistance of  Him  from  whom  no  secrets  are 
hid ;  and  if  it  should  be  our  allotted  task 
to  bring  these  deeds  of  darkness  into  light,, 
obedience  is  our  duty.* 

*  The  next  morning  the  archbishop  re- 
ceived sir  Arthur  and  his  inends  with  dig- 

L  &  nifiedt 
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nijBed  conpppsute.  The  iHustii^&xfo 
peated  ))is  ifirat  meeting  withRo^e'^es 
TormeS)  :a$  the  signOra  had  already  doUcT 
:to  ber.daughter. — *  My  heart  bled  £>r  this 
meek)  innocent,  this  passing  lovdy'Suflfernf; 
•~and  I  ^eiecttited  idy  hitherto  favbuiSte 
and  welL*bek>yQd  qephew,  as  a  monster  of 
depmVity .  and  deo^ioh.  About  a  year 
previous  to  the  period  I  have  mentioned,  a 
.young  Scottish  noblembn ' Was  introduced 
:at  the  {)jall9cio,  whooe  beaiuty  was  ae- 
knowledgedy  Sf^e  virtues  and  whose 
graces  i^ere  admired  by  all  who  ever  saw 
or  knew  him.  He  had  with  him  an  or- 
phan boy,  beyond  expression  beautifiii, 
named  by  the  Scottish  marquis,  as  bis  cou- 
sin ;  he  was  a  hold.and wanton  imp^  daring 
.  and  fearless.  On^ .  morning  I  crcKssed  the 
courtyard  of  the  pallfucio,  and  saw  this 
Robert  Brupe  baying  a  mastiff  into  ai^, 
.whom  chance  had  conducted  thither;  his 
baby  hand  held  a  \stiletto  h^h  upraised, 
with  singular  bravado^  f<»r.  his  soft,  almost 
.  in^irt^e  appearance.  The  mastiff  growl- 
ed. 
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ccC  yet  cowered  beoeatb  the  braggart  boy« 

I  ordi^^  the  dog  to  be  eaDed  off,  and  took 

*Uie  deadly  pkythkig  from  young  Robert's 

hand,  afid  marked  it  well ;  a  prinoe's  son 

might  wear  the  sf^ndid  weapon ;  ^  Ro« 

bert  Bruoe^  was  fcimed  in  rubies*  on  the 

ivory  biit»  emboised  with  flowers,  com* 

posed  of  every  rich  and  varied  gem.    I 

gave  the  jewelkd  weapon  to  his  coosin's 

hand,  and  gen^  Innted,  that  a^  boy  so 

young  might  injure  others  op  himself  with« 

sudi  a  deadly  toy.    But  Robert  sulked,. 

and  wept,,  and  hung^  upon  the  bosom  of  his 

cousin.      The  marquis  kissed  his  polished 

brow,  rad  gave  the  weapon  ^back.    Faulty 

or  weak  in  nothmg  bat  la»  fimd  attach* 

ment  to  thia«  impisfe^  boy,  the  trial  of  his 

tears  wae  past  bis  ^cmVs  endunmce*    The 

next  day  hel^'  me,  teased'  into  complin 

tmce  by  the  wily  tests  of  inrtfd  Robert*. 

Ten  weeks  after  Rosdie*  had  sailed,  a 

sfano^r  entered  the  paHado^  and  took  my 

hand  with  all  the  warmtii  of  friendship ; 

features  wete  unknown,,  for  sunk  was 

L  6'  the 
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the  brilliant^  the  soiil-speaking  eye ;  pat^ 
deadly  pale,  and  boUow»  waa  the  cheek, 
where  mairly  beatrty  rerelled  with  graceful  < 
gaiety  ;  and  hollow  was  the  voice  of  full- 
toned  harmony ;  the  fbtm,.  so  ixhle,  glow- 
ing with  all  the  spring-tide  hope  of  early 
youths  af  health  and  happiness^  was  now 
weak,  &eble,  and  attenuated ;  yet  this  was 
the  cousin  of  Robert  Ifonee,  reduced  to  all 
but  death  by  his  murderous  hand.  My 
heart  wept  tears  of  bloody  as  I  heard  the 
$ad  reeitaV  as  I  witnessed  the.  deep  humi- 
lity of  this  patient  sufferer.* — ^*  My  own 
selfllove  blinded  me  into  error ;  I  should 
have  remembered  that  she  who  could  de^ 
ceive^  with  such  complete  al»lity,  her  ft- 
ther  mid  her  fidends,  could  only  be  faithful 
to  her  lover  while  fancy  fixed  him  in  her 
heart  Yet  dieem  me  not  a  vile  seducer, 
senor  iHustrissimo;  my  intention  was,  when 
I  leflb  you>  ta  proceed  to  Scotland,  and 
present  this  idolized  Isadora  to  my  family, 
as  my  wife,  which  in^  that  country  is  a 
legal  marriage.    I  had  som^  money  tmnst 

^ctiooiB. 
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actions  to  settle  with  my  banker  at  Ma* 
drid  before  I  left  Spain ;  and  here  I  re- 
*  ceived  tlie  deathblow  to  my  happiness " 
The  marquis  then  mentioned  the  manner 
of  D' Aveyro's  deaths  and  the  wild  horror 
which  assailed  his  hearty  at  the  acknow* 
ledged  prindples  of  Isidora. — **  This  infi* 
deU  this  atheist,  this  remorseless  assassin, 
I  tore  from  my  heart,  from  my  bosom,  for 
ever!  and  those  only  who  have  felt  the 
delirium  of  love,  as  I  have  done,  can  ap« 
predate  the  tortures  which  wrung  that 
heart  to  agony,  the  grief  which  filled  my 
bosom^  as  I  said,  *  farewell,  for  ever  I' 
Months  I  wandered,  restless  and  unhappy, 
weary  of  existence ;  I  considered  myself  a 
monster  of  ingratitude!  How  had  I  repaid 
the  boundless  love  of  Isadora !  for  me  she 
had  forsaken  friends,  kindred,  country — 
her  maiden  fame,  her  maidenly  habili- 
ments ;  for  me  she  had  steeped  her  hands 
in  blood,  had  burthened  her  soul  with 
guilt  and  murder !    Where  was  my  grai- 

titude 
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titude  for  lifb  |a^eserved — my  tlmnks  for 

att  tki^  waste  of  love  and  happiness  ?   Fii- 

aoned  in  doistercid  gloothr  the  iii-*&ted  Isa** 

dora  was  left  to  wear  away  her  youthful 

bloom,  her  matchless  beauty^  in  joyless 

'  monotony,,  remorse  and  sorrow  the  oom^ 

panions  of  her  weary'  way  !~^ahd  I,  tiie 

Muse  of  ril»  had  liberty !  but,  oh,,  not  hap^ 

piness!     Love,  wishing  sophister,  bad 

•ften  wbtspered;.  *  go  seek  the  wietdied- 

TsackM[«,  and  i^peak  peace  and  comfort  to 

her  heart;  over  that  heart  your  power  is^ 

absolute ;  restore  her  to  viitne,.  and  mdke- 

tiie  saitit  triumphant  over  the  sinn^!* 

Vain,  presumptuous  man !  I  mirtook  the 

distempered  raving  of  a  Ibve^sfdc  mind  fiir 

the  inspirations  of  piety,  and  determined 

to  return*  and  reclaim  the  infideL.    Xwas^ 

at  this  period  in  Venice,,  at  the  festive  sea*^ 

aon  of  the  carnival ;  my  friends,,  who  had 

v»inly  endeavoured  to  banish  the  settled 

gloom  which  oppressed  me,  forced  me,  one 

fttal  evening,  wi(&  thein».to  f&e  palace  of 

the 


tbe^loge.    An  hour  befort^  I  l*d  ii0tifi^ 
my  inteiitioD  cigiAng  to  Toleclo  the  next 
monaog  to  my  serranfs.    Soon  webry  of 
the  splendid  nceoe,  the  greatness  and  the 
gteat  by  which.  I  was  solrouBded  at  the 
palace,  I  piivatdy  withdrew,  and  walked 
boineward  unattended*    I  hciatd  no  step^ 
hot  I  feit  the  assassin^s  sted  plunge  deep 
into  my  bosom;   and  as  I  fell,  a  well- 
known  voioe  breatibed  in  my  ear — ^  Faith* 
less  and  perjufed  Edward,  Isadora  is  le- 
▼engedr    I  was  feiind  bleeding  and  sense- 
less by  my  friends,  and  it  was  gaierally 
believed  in  Venice,  for  Boate  time,,  that  I 
was  dead.    What  i  was  sufficiently  re- 
covered to  bear  the  fiit^e  of  removal,  I 
was  ordmed  to  Lisbon ;  but  the  agony  of 
my  mind  retarded  my  recovery  ;  for,  oh, 
illustrissimo^  the  hand  wMeh  infficted  the 
blow  was  dear  as  the  vital  blood  which 
fdlowed  the  merdless,  the  assassin-stroke 
of  IsadcnL    As  the  cold  dews  of  what  I 
believed  approadling  dissolution  wreathed 
my  brow,  I  felt  grateful  to  the  chastising 

hand 
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hand  which  had  preserved  me  even  by  thib. 
bitter  trial  from  a  reunion  with  guilt  and  • 
murder ;  for  oh,  fflustrissimo,  how  could  P 
answer  for  that  heart  where  love  was  so 
triumphant  ?  At  length  I  axose  fvom  what 
I  had  long  believed  the  bed  of  death,  but 
so  changed  in  mind  and  form,  I  felt  indeed 
the  gay  and  happy  Edward  was  no  more. 
Slow  was  my  journey  hither,  for  my 
strength  is  easily  exhausted.  But  my  sQul 
is  preserved  from  poUutiMi,  and  I  am  tru^ 
ly  grateful.  At  the  ccMTvent  of  St.  Clare 
I  heard  that  Isadora  had  escaped  with  your 
nephew,  don  JUan  St.  Carlos^  for  the  lady 
Beatrice  has  made  no  concealment  of  the 
weakness  of  her  husband.;  Tliis  mommg 
don  Juan  confirmed  all  I  had  heard,  and 
acknowledged  he  had  brought  Isadora  with 
him  in  disguise  to  V^ce*  Fatal,  but  sa- 
lutary, was  our  meeting."  The  marquis  re- 
mained with  me  many  days ;  but  all  our 
efforts  to  trace  Rosalie  des  T<»ines  was 
unavailing,  though  nothing  was  left  un- 
done that  wealth  or  power  could  do.    At 

length 
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length  he  left  me  and  Europe,  uiiwilBng 
to  brave  the  assassin  hand  of  the  infamous 
Isadora,  and  fixed  his  abode  in  America ; 
and  I  heard  regularly  from  this  most 
amiable  and  interesting  young  man,  till 
the  usurping  Corsican  spread  war  and  de- 
solation  over  the  land,  now  humbled  to  the 
dust  himself  by  that  all-powerful  Hand 
which  raised  him  up  to  scourge  the  vices 
of  mankind.  Within  the  last  four  years  I 
have  frequently,  addressed  the  marquis  of 
North  El^n,  but  received  no  answer-^I 
fear  he  is  no  more.*" 

"  North  Elgin !"  repeated  the  marquis 
of  Heatherly,  as  a  sickening  horror.  stol6 
over  his  heart,  and  stamped  the  hue  oC 
death  upon  his  features ;  *'  North  Elgin  is 
the  second  title  of  Dunbane !  how  horrid ! 
twice  assassinated  by  her  hand,  the  hus- 
band of  her  daughter — how  very,  very  hor- 
rid!" 

"  Still  chicken-hearted,  Heatherly,"  said 
lord  Dunleer;  *'  I  thought  the  con  versa- 

tion 
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tioh  of  this  momiiig  had  roused  ycfai^ 
heart  to  energy.'* 

**  When,  energy  shbtild  spring  to  acdon^ 
my  lord  Du^nleer,  you  will  not  find  m^ 
wilting ;  but  new  to  such  accumulated 
guilt  and  infamy,  I  must  acknowledge  my-* 
self  the  child  o£  weak  mortality;  and  c6n<< 
&SS  I  shrink  with  hdrrbl*  from  this  novel 
pictiire  of  mankind.  May  1  ask,  my  lord, 
after  such  damning  proofs,  why  does  this 
fiend  of  hell  continue  to  range  at  large— -^ 
to  phm  new  muiders,  perhaps  to  mark 
them  sure  ?** 

'*  The  ardibishop  was  too  iM,  for  several 
days  after  this  conversation^  to  leave  his 
bed;  and  he  requested  me,  ill  as  he  was^ 
to  write  to  the  duke  of  Dunbane,  for  a 
drawing  of  the  stiletto,  that  no  shadow,  of 
doubt  nciight  remain  on  his  mind;  But 
the  ilhistrissimo  still  continues  weak  and 
languid. 

''  After  I  had  writteh  to  the  duke,  I 
thought  it  might  be  necessary  to  have  the 

real 
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real'weqsori  td  produee^  aiid  I  wrote  to 
.Mr..  Liihcbfay,  6f  Craig  Roslin,  in  my'  own 
^^aine;  under  tiie  bond  of  secrecy,  to  bring 
the:stiietto  hither;  and  requested  he  would 
remain  with  me,  at  Hubert  Castle,  under 
a  bcMTOwed  name,  till  his  appearance  was 
necessary. 

"  The  venerable  prellate  will,  I  trust,  be 
perfectly  recovered  before  the  arrival  of 
Mr.  Lindsay ;  and  I  must  employ  the  in* 
tevmediate  time  to  get  young  Frank  out 
of  harm's  way ;  his*  fiery  temper,  unmet* 
lowed  by  time,  can  ill  brook  thef  frem&d 
rudeness  of  lord  EUesmere  r  '  bojar  and  for^ 
bear'  is  not  young  Hotspur's  motto;  and 
though  not  prone  to  anger,  he  will  not 
easily  be  braved  or  bullied. 

"  The  marquis  of  BallinJerry  is  so  te^ 
nacious  of  human  blood,  that  he  esteems 
the  prosecutor  and  the  murderer  equally 
guilty.  He  quarrelled  with  the  early 
friend  of  his  youth,  for  bringing  tor  justice 
a  notorious  ofiPender,  who  not  only  robbed^ 
but  treated:  bis  person  with  such  viol^ce^ 

that 
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that  he  was  left  for  dead.  *  There  is  blood 
on  his  hands,  and  there  is  blood  on  his 
head/  was  the  constant  cry  of  this  marquis/ 
as  he  avoided  him  like  a  rattle-snake ;  andt 
if  Frank  Hammersley  took  an  active  part 
agdnst  the  Italian^  farewell  for  iever  to  our 
high-raised  hopes  of  his  union  with  lady 
Honoria  O'Dwyer! 

**  It  is  not  my  intention  that  my  young 
kinsman  should  suspect  either  of  these  mo- 
tives for  sendhig  him  out  of  Ireland,  for 
rebel  would  be  written  on  his  brow ;  but 
I  know  he  will  not  refuse  my  request,  as 
he  goes  for  the  express  purpose  to  serve 
and  oblige  me;  the  time  will  soon  be, 
marquis,  when  ^  seek  not,  search  not,'  will 
no  longer  sound  on  your  ear  through  nia« 
gic  influence.'' 

The  blush  which  this  speech  had  raised 
on  the  cheek  of  the  marquis  had  scarcely 
subsided,  when  young  Hammersley  enter- 
ed the  room.—"  You  sit  here  quite  com- 
fortable, my  lords  and  gentleman,  prosing 
away,  while  sir  Arthur  and  I  have  been 

waitin^^ 
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waiting,  as  in  duty  bound,  for  your  ap- 
pearance in  the  drawing.^m  this  half. 
^hour.  The  little  girls  wont  give  us  any  tea 
'^ciU  you  come,  though  I  have  coaxed  and 
scolded  my  very  best." 

**  You  will  greatly  oblige  me,  my  young 
cousin  Frank,**  said  the  earl,  **  by  taking 
your  tea  with  me  here,  while  our  friends 
join  the  ladies  in  the  drawing-room.  I  have 
a  request  to  make  of  you  in  private^  which 
I  hope  and  trust  you  will  not  refuse  me. 
You  can  oblige  and  serve  me  most  mate- 
rially.** 

'*  When  you  command,  I  readiest  will 
obey ;  nor  time  nor  season  mar  my  meet 
obedience !"  and  the  light-hearted  Frank 
sported  one  of  his  very  best;  tragedy-flou* 
rishes,  as  he  placed  himself  beside  the  earl 
of  Dunleer. 

The  smiles  of  Flma  soon  banished  every 
sombrous  thought  from  the  bosom  of  the 
marquis;  his  gaiety  was  restored,  and  rapt 
in  love's  Elysium,  be  scarcely  noticed  ^hen 
doctor  Clements  left  the  drawing-room 

with 
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.with  sir  Afthdr  O'Dwyer.  None  df  the 
^iitlepien  appeared  ^ain  till  supper,  and 
lord  Heatberly  softly  told  his  fair.coni; 
panionsy  it  was  the  shortest  evening  he  ha4 
ever  witnessed. 

When  lady  Rosabel  and  her  young 
friend  had  retired  for  the  night»  lord  Dun- 
leer  mentioned  the  intention  of  his  youpg 
kinsman  to  visit  W^es,  a$  if  it  had  (mly 
been  the  whim  of  the  present  momait, 
an^  requested,  the  marquis  would  give  him 
n  letter  of  introduction .  to  his  uncle,  lord 
Coldbrook. 

While  Haii\mersley  not  only  appeared 
gay,  but  happy  at  this  arrangement:  of  bis 
lor4^ip, — "  Wonderful  man !"  thought 
Jthe;  marquis ;  **  every  human  heart  is  plai- 
ftic  bprieath  your  moulding  hand." 

•*  And  now,  my  lord  Dunleer,^*  s^id  the 
havpn^tt  *'  as  my  young  cousin  Frank,  who, 
ito.iny  »ind,  is. the  very  best  of  all  good 
boy^^  jis; quite  agreeable. to  consent  to  your 
wisheift,  as  iaduty  bound,  I  can  speak  with 
xromfortiimltieart's.ease  about  the. kind- 
ness. 
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ness,  the  confidence,  the  condescension,  I 
have  met  with  firom  my  lord  lieutenant 
his  day,  seeing  that  his  conduct,  on  this 
nd  on  every  other  occasion,  is  that  of  a 
soldier  and  a  gentleman. 

**  When  I  left  my  lord  Ellesmere  this 
morning,  after  that  cross-grained  tantrum, 
in  which  he  raved,  poor  man !  for  all  the 
world  like  a  bedlamite,  I  received  a  mes- 
sage from  my  lord  lieutenant  to  meet  him, 
without  loss  of  time,  at  the  Park.  His 
excellency  received  me  with  his  usual 
kindness,  but  looked,  to  my  mind,  like 
one  that  had  something  to  say,  neither 
good  or  agreeable,  and  that  he  did  not 
know  well  where  to  begin ;  so  seeing  his 
quandary  and  puzzlement-like  grow  more 
and  more  every  moment,  I  just  asked  his 
excellency  if  any  one  had  accused  me  of 
being  a  poltroon  or  a  rebel  ?  and  that  I 
would  clear  my  character  in  the  face  of  day, 
as  in  duty  bound,  with  all  true  loyalty*-^^ 
^  Loyalty,  integrity,  and  honour,  are  sy- 
nonymous with  the  name  of  ^r  Arthur 

O'Dwyer,' 
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O'Dwyer/  said  my  lord  lieutenant,  as  he 
condescended  to  press  my  hand  in  both  his 
own;  *  and  to  preserve  his  honourable 
heart  from  disgrace,  I  may  perhaps  hazard 
the  loss  of  his  good  opinion ;  yet  place  my 
interference,  I  entreat,  to  the  real  motive, 
a  wish  to  serve  and  save  you.    From  liv- 
ing  so  long  abroad,  I  had  no  personal 
knowledge  of  signora  da  Cortina,  but  re- 
ports most  unfavourable  to  her  character 
were  at  first  whispered,  but  now  spoke  of 
so  openly,  that  lady  Glenfield  must  with- 
draw her  countenance  and  her  &vour,  con- 
idnced  as  I  am  the  signora  is  no  associate  for 
innocence  and  virtue.  With  deep  anxiety, 
sir  Arthur,  I  marked  your  attachment  to 
this  most  fascinating  woman,  and  wrote  to 
my  brother  in-law,  the  duke  of  W — -» to 
ascertain  the  real  rank,  the  real  character,  of 
this  Italian.    The  duke  was  making  a  tour 
through  the  Hebiides,  and  my  letter  re- 
mained at  his  house,  in  Berkeley-square, 
till  his  return.*    The  duke  immediateiy  re- 
jdied  to  my  anxious  inquiries ;  this  is  his 

letter, 
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The  Wimrd  Guwdkm 

J|)»H£^;light4icartediHaiiiEMrsley-  gaiMd* 
daily  cwtbe  esteem  and ' good. opiiiioni of 
his  new  associates;  his  meriy  heart  ^*. 
coatinuaL  feast ;  tenspaied  bgn  feelingi  and 
good;senae,  bbigakfcy.ww  i]ey€r.obtni8iTev 
The:  fun  (belief}  off  O!l)owd  in  necromaft* 
qr^'was  a  cooatsBt  soaice  of  ^  ainnami^nti 
to^he^froliefioniei  flrank ;  and  wlnlet  loid 
FiizBvdMiifne.and  tfa'enu^  wese^Gtequest^ 
ly  ^eIB|^l^ed.in^.<»afideBiiab  connrMSatimB^^ . 
hediiificl  fixNUttte  ariiess<:O'D0iird  his  tite^ 

ofcthftjCQIlpiBOlV 

yWaJIIi.  b  **  Ever 
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**  Ever  since  the  death  of  his  parents, 
major  Fackenham  and  I  have  been  ordered 
and  drove  about  by  this  cross-grained  old 
Beelzebub ;  for  my  own  part,  I  have  re- 
ceived all  sorts  of  ill-treatment  at  his 
hands ;"  and  O'Dowd  recapitulated,  with 
great  vexation  of  spirit,  the  maltreatment 
he  had  received,  previous  to  his  being  al- 
lowed to  follow  the  first  friend  of  his  heart 
to  Lewellyn  Castle.  • 

"  Perhaps  the  major  was  about  to  make 
an  improper  alliance — an  unequal  mar- 
riage ;  and  it  was  kindly  intended  by  the 
friendly  wizard  to  prevent  his  actihg  un- 
wisely ?" 

**  No  such  thing,  Mr.  Hammersley ;  ma^ 
jor  Packenham  never  acted  unwisely,  and 
least  of  all  in  love;  though,  I  must  ac- 
knowledge, had  his  beauteous  Rosa  been 
unblest  by  fortune;  instead  of  a  wealthy 
heiress,  the  daughter  of  a  noble  laird,  his 
honourable  heart  would  have  been  equally 
feithful  to  this  his  first  affection ;  and  I 
would  proudly  challenge  all  Scotland  to 

produce 
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produce  two  youthful  beauties  more  lovely 
than  Miss  Rosa  and  her  cousin  Mabel; 
you  must  excuse  my  not  telling  their 
name,  Mr.  Hammersley,  for  they  have 
both  the  same,  as  my  lord  the  wizard  has 
issued  forth  his  orders  to  keep  it  secret, 
and  I  have  no  wish  to  return  to  his  infer- 
nal embraces  by  disobeying  him.** 

'*  Is  it  any  harm  to  ask,  my  good  fel- 
low, how  you  became  acquainted  with 
these  paragons  of  perfection  ?  that  wont 
offend  his  infemalship,.  I  suppose.** 

"  I  can  feel  no  possible  objection,  Mr.  ' 
Hammersley ;  only  it  is  a  long  story,  and 
you  may  grow  tired  before  it  is  half  over." 

Hammersley  entreated  O'Dowd  would 
commence  the  narrative  of  his  life  and  ad- 
ventures ;  and  the  guileless-hearted  Hugh, 
*  nothing  loth,'  obeyed  the  sportive  man- 
date. 

"  We  were  hurried  away  from  Packen- 
ham  Hall,  that  is,  the  major  and  I,  to 
Scotland,  for  education,  and  placed  with 
a  clergyman,  who  had  ten  children  of  his 

B  2  own. 
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HH?*y  of  hj§  fiitjkpr;  a^  ggod  ymm 

si8|?d  I,  WIS;  ap  (HTRhMpe^,  r^t^y;© ,  <^r%. 
late  Mr.  F^ck^Jiaip.;  bii^.  svich,  a^  ygi^t 
conceit.as  tb|at, "%,  liii^e^y^  hW''^ 
wM,  spffici^ntly^pre^^ituous .  to.,te^ey£. 

one  only  gu-1  iifW  %.  a^j^,  otbfa^^f/(f 
rent?,  and  tjie  1^  ojf ,  tjie ,  v^f;^  ii|^  .ni^ 
f4rer than  the>n^  A^be^'as.h^.hpjj^ 

*^BM^  ca?^«A  ^'  ^i^  Ii  WeRt  ^ . 

ftip bel  vfss  fopr  y^r9.yp;j««Br, an^.ljsofip, 
loved  M^l  :W.i;th.  ^Bfe#i«i  bBjr^^a.bfjh 
thgr>  love,  aij^d  bpnspy.  Jk&iM.  JoY'?4  me 
better  than  her  brothos.   Master  Pack^ 

ha|S/.as>e,w89tl?i?R  qijk^  #^  *ti.tl»e 
t^e  wilib  tb(?,R|TsoiQ,.  a^(^  hjfi.lady^  I- sqpr. 

vmJ^  o»ght.ti?,cp>^j  %>be,tiirthx 

of 
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of  Iffl  wdil:,  fdt  her  income  was  small,  and 
her  fiunily  lai^e ;  and  a  most  notable  hoiise- 
Wiife  wks  'good  IMfrs.  James.  I  a^ays  had 
chai^ge  df  Miss  Mabel  at  dSnno",  'f8r  I 
dmed  at  a  side-table  \nth  all  the  ch3dren» 
'^k  t  -mk  Wed  and  Mhdly  treated  by  all ; 
iB^d  I I6V^  theVn  all  in  return,  in  iny  Very 
%fbart%  col^'.  Fliiili^  remained  to  attend 
Ins  youn^  'iUkskef  \  and  tfioii^  I  )tia&  no 
pr^tens^ohs  io  e4ualit^  at  any  time  with 
^jdrPacke^han^y  yet  Philip  always  served 
'Aife  With  'eqtial  'car^  ana  reispect ;  our  ward- 
toBbs  weire  'ab^tiged  with  equal  care,  and 
wfe  wc*^  Mfowed  So  iiiucli  pocket-money, 
thftt  We  clothed  Itie  parsoni  children  new 
^d  Aiiiiy  'eVfery  y^kr^ 

"Ofli  h^^  thfe  cfetHitig  'indthepoc. 
tel-ittbne^ !"  eiclaibfed  ttte  impatient 
ttitmtti&felfe^ ;  •*  tlie  wlkl-il,  the  wizard, 
i^IJbi^d— i  waHt  t6  heir  abbiit  the  wizard 
khd  tUS  ttfeika'tiek." 

«<  ir  j^oli  ivbht  kllbw  M  to  si>^  ohlie 
ii^ciathk,^d  thi  p6^k^t:iiioiie^,  Ut. 
Hktiiiiib^Igy,  I  d^  iiot  khoW  weii  ttow  I 

B  3  can 
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can  tell  about  the  first  time  I  heard  of  the 
old  conjuror." 

"  Oh !  go  on,  my  fine  fellow,  go  on 
your  own  way ;  and  I  will  go  against  na- 
ture, if  I  can,  and  be  patient" 

"  The  first  Christmas  we  were  at  Bur- 
nie  Brae,  Philip  removed  all  our  clothes 
out  of  the  trunks,  to  make  room  for  a  new 
set,  and  the  major  and  I  heard,  by  mere 
chance,  a  long  discourse  between  Philip 
and  thrifty  Mrs.  James  about  the  old  ones. 
— *  My  brother,  the  laird  of  Strabogie,' 
said  Mrs.  James,  ^  has  turned  fool  in  his 
old  days,  poor  man,  and  married;  so  it 
would  be  out  of  all  reason,  Mr.  Philip,  to 
expect  the  Christmas  present  he  always 
gave  of  clothing  to  our  two  eldest  bairns ; 
so  I  will  purchase,  if  you  please,  the  cast- 
aside  clothes  of  your  young  masters ;  they 
will  do  for  the  little  boys  well  enough, 
and  the  difierence  atween  them  and  new 
will  help  me  to  make  the  eldest  boys  look 
as  they  used  to  do,  before  their  unde 
turned  fool  in  his  old  days,  poor  man !    I 

have 
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have  been  scraping  and  saving  these  three 
yearS)  Mr.  Philip,  to  buy  me  a  silk  gown, 
but  it  must  go  now  to  the  boys ;  for  I 
cannot  let  them  feel,  poor  things,  tiiat 
they  are  worse  off  with  their  &ther  than 
their  unde ;  and  I  must  buy  little  Mabel 
a  frock-— our  only  wee  bit  of  a  lassie  can- 
not be  aye  left  out  when  rigguig  is  going 
on ;  and  the  parson  has  got  his  new  suit, 
honest  man,  and  good  and  fine  they  are, 
and  I  can  do  just  well  enough  without 
new  gown  or  bonnet  this  Christmas;  for 
a  good  wife's  pride  should  be  in  her  good- 
man  and  her  bonny  bairns,  Mn  Philip ; 
and  who  has  better  or  bonnier  than  me? 
God  be  thanked  T 

'  I  have  more  money ,^  said  the  major, 
'  than  I  know  well  what  to  do  with,  and 
I  will  get  Philip  to  buy  a  silk  gown  and 
a  bonnet  for  good  Mrs.  James,  which  she 
should  be  quite  as  welcome  to,  if  I  wanted 
money  for  three  months  to  come,  instead 
of  having  it  to  throw  away  as  I  like ;'  and  I 
said  I  would  buy  a  frock,  and  a  sash,  and  red 

B  4  shoes. 
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*^  Meanwhile  I  had  contrived  to  deck 
out  the  bonny  Mabel  with  &ock,  shoes, 
sash^  and  bonnet ;  and  the  cherry-coloured 
ribbons  still  flaunted  on  the  head  of  Mrs. 
James,  when  the  parson  himself  appeared^ 
to  seek  for  his  wife  and  his  breakfast. 
Wonderful  looked  his  countenance,  as  he 
exclaimed — *  Why,-  Janet,  woman,  you 
are  dressed  out  like  the  queen  of  the  May ; 
and  little  Mab  is  a  fairy  queen  in  good 
earnest:  how  got  ye  all  this  grand  and 
c6stly  ge^,  Janet  ?'  for  master  Percy,  to 
try  if  crimson  satin  was  becoming,  had 
folded  it  round  Mrs.  James,  in  spite  of  her 
angiy  remonstrances-*  You  wiU  make  it, 
master  Percy,  like  a  wisp  o'  straw ;  the 
shopman  will  not  take  it  back  again.' 

*^  Mrs.  James  told  the  whole  stoiy  to 
her  husband,  and  he  joined  ch<N*us  against 
Philip.  What  a  shame  it  was  to  allow 
the  children  to  throw  away  their  money, 
to  make  him  and  his  Janet  appear  sordid, 
and  unworthy  of  the  trust  reposed  in 
them  I  and  ended  by  desiring  Philip  to 

take 
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take  back  all  this  costly  and  unsought-for 
finery  to  the  shc^man. 

''  The  countenance  of  Philip  remained 
all  this  time  as  calm  and  wiruffled  as  the 
canvas -painted  features  of  the  laird  ci 
Strabogie  that  hung  over  the  chimney- 
piece,  decorated  too  with  a  smile  as  set- 
tled and  as  unmeaning. — ^  I  shall  take 
them  back,  certainly,  to  please  your  reve* 
lence,'  he  calmly  replied ;  ^*  but  the  shop- 
man wont  take  them  back,  I  am  very  cer- 
tain, to  please  me,  seeing  they  are  tossed 
and  tumbled  a  little  or  so,  and  not  fit  for 
sale ;  and  if  I  went  on  an  unthankful  of- 
fice to  [^ease  my  young  masters,  I  am 
quite  agreeable  to  go  on  a  fool's  errand  to 
please  your  reverence/ 

^  What  can  be  done?  I  cannot  afford 
to  pay  for  all  this  un wished-for  finery ;' 
and  the  good  parson  sighed  most  piteous- 
ly,  and,  almost  ready  to  cry,  he  drew  out 
his  handkerchief,  and  with  it  a  letter, 
sealed,  snd  directed  to  himself.  As  the 
good  man  took  it  off  the  ground,  he  looked 

b6  Mke 
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like  a  j^InwI;  and  Mn^  ikmei  fi^t  k«f 
anger  and  her  fim^,  M  the  ^U^  in 
flpeMbtai9  wcmder  at  hw  kiMtaad  flrld  the 
ktt«r,  wfcidii  lie  icad  flteud^  mm^  Mii- 
idbm^f  what  he  WM  doing: 


'  CiriiNm  nnfc  the  fint  g^  of 
gniAefbli  generairity  in^  die*  bo6oat»  of  your 
fHfUa.  I  applaud)  and  aanctioi»  theit  wrilv 
timedi  preient|»  at  die  same  Ant'  I  admiw 
Mftd  ap|»Dve  thuf  isangle-lieartedi  aiid  i^ 
tuDM  doodbsfc  of  jcw  soldi  your  liiost  ei^llm- 
iAAA  ivife.  Who  f  am  you  may  nei^er 
know ;,  hut  die  iioost  mincite  actii9li$:  <if 
yt)ur  jaipite  and  your  ow«  can  aevwbe 
concealed  from  my  dbaervant^ec  You 
diall hearfiximt me  soon^  through  tlie itie- 
dimniof  doctor  SSngketon^  this  visible  guar- 
dian-o£  Vemy  Pac^nfaam >»  and'  I,  hi$  se^ 
cvrt  guardSMi^  greet  yom^^many^ttMinks 
andi  good  wishes  for  youi<  kind:  Md^  gieady 
oise  of  these  oi^han  hoyt/ 

•Fold 


itty  dmt  JttiHi,'  H&i  Mi.  Jaift^,  '  fiR  I 
lM«r'  ftetii  nay  fti^iiftf,-  the  #9^eAiAd  dtfci^r 
CTi^^fiMi.  TV^fiirt  TO  i8n<%k)M  I  ^MW  AM 
<!R«)^f  t%i»  good  ttMV  tiah  h^ei^  4«di. 
}tfg»  wkfr  the  vridktid  oiie.'  Theft  sh^. 
^eMf^,  as  if  rebollecthig  hfmaieH^'  Imi  n6t 
sttppoM;  vtty  ehaHdren,  tfaiert  I  fp^'i  Mf  dre- 
deii«»  to  m^agic  6t  nebMMitMy  r  ihiedUHs. 
tidit  Bi^  Ra!s  loiAg  shioe  btun^ed  (^ 
#)M^of  dan^Kiiete;  and  wiViihcriB^  in£k 
the  wifbh  of  £nidor,  Ms  ceased  t!o  te.  I 
have  been  placed  a-  v<ei^  neat,  a  v^  welii- 
dbMe  ffTendl^r  tiribk ;  but  if  rt  is  sanctioned 
1^  f!h^  gbod  dxic66t  ^mgleton,  this  ftx^ic 
ihilst  be  fbutided  in  putify  and  peaeei' 

""rtife  nfex^motttiiig'  master  Pew^  fouhd 
a'  letter  on  Wis  piHb\<r,  Mrhieh'  gfeye  him  a 
gi^t- deal  of  gobd  advfliie;  and^i^sed>hte 
thoughtful  kiridhess'  to  thd  gbotf  Mrt, 
Jariier;  but  -rtrhfeh  parsoii'  James  -Wferit  tb 
lobk  fbi*  his  OMftt'  M^l  td  co«ipstt%  tiHfe 
Writfiig,  no  SniiH' tfiiilg  WaStb  befouritf-, 
arid'  the'  next'  ^f  mfet^i'  Fetli^'s'  Ifettei- 

vanished 
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vanidied  as  neatly  as  the  parson's;  and 
though  1Mb:.  James  made  no  comment  on 
all  this  conjuiationy  he  looked  grave  and 
grim  till  the  arrival  of  the  promised  letter 
from  doctor  Singleton.  What  it  contained 
we  never  heard;  but  the  good  parson 
smiled  again,  and  we  were  all  happy: 
while  Mrs.  James,  as  blithe  as.  a  lark,  com- 
menced flouncing  her  crimson  satin  against 
Christmas-day.  Every  week  master  Per- 
cy had  a  letter  from  his  invisible  guardian, 
and  every  Christmas  we  had  money  and 
orda%  to  clothe  the  children. 

^*  At  fifteen  Mr.  Fackenham  was  sent 
to  college,  but  returned  every  evening  to 
the  parsonage ;  and  the  kind  parson  did 
his  very  best  to  make  me  a  good  sdiolar. 

*^  Mr.  Fadkenham  was  now  seventeen, 
when,  one  cold  frosty  and  snowy  day,  re- 
tumii^  from  Edinburgh  college,  he  saw 
a  caniage  overturned  in  the  road;  one 
servant  lay  senseless  on  the  ground,  and  the 
other  was  vainly  endeavouring  to  restrain 
the  plunging  horses,  whose  violence  threat- 
ened 
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ened  to  dash  the  carnage  in  pieces  every 
moment.  I  always  went  to  meet  Mr. 
Fackenham  on  his  return  from  college^ 
and  we  both  ran  to  assist  the  ahnost-ex- 
hausted  young  man.--p-'Miss  Rosa — ^my 

master  the  laird  of ;  oh !  help,  young 

gOGitlemen,  and  save  them !' 

^'  Mr.  Fackenham  instantly  cut  the 
traces,  and  set  the  horses  free ;  then  for* 
dng  open  the  carriage-door,  with  some  dif- 
ficulty he  took  out  a  young  lady,  almost 
more  beautiful  than  bonny  MabeL  She 
was  to  all  appearance  dead,  cold  and  fair 
as  marble.  Her  youthful  preserver  ran 
with  her  to  the  parsonage  of  Bumie  Brae, 
as  if  he  only  carried  a  feather  in  his  arms, 
he  bounded  homeward  with  such  speed. 
I  succeeded,  with  the  help  of  the  servant, 
to  get  the  laird  of  out  of  the  carriage; 
but  to  get  him  to  Bumie  Brae  without 
more  assistance  was  quite  impossible,  he 
was  so  tall  and  so  large,and  quite  insensible; 
his  servant  was  weak,  and  exhausted,  from 
the  length  of  time  he  had  been  strug^ing 

with 
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wttk  tiN!  ftMses,  tmA  ptior  MiSs  tUik  hM 
iMttl^  Mttofft^^  hei^  fiMnfar,'  in  «M  ^vii]^ 
tlie  eftrii^  #M  dvireaiiMd;  sb'  I  salt 
Jktwtk  tefActe  uve  Ittrd^—^t  iiii  hdNff  mC6 
my  faiMbtaa,  ^a  wann^  into'  Sft  jtUt  tbt 
M  imntetiL^*  Mf  cfaHd,'  icif  RoStf  f  M  ex- 
daimed. 
*  I»  sftfe  aiid  will  ttt  tbe  parMWikge  of 

ittOi «  sAnie  AfthaiiKftil  si^^iHness,  I  iim 
h^er  Avtgef  it;  6iH  hfes  hdnf  fifi  ll^eavily 
6ii  lUy  b6^6br.  The  ItdMl  of  -^^^  had 
iaIiitM  tHitMlkj^l^' jby  ahd  #e(dme8& 

<'  m.  paiiamm  mA  i^tnh^  with 

MV:  Jdmes  arid  t?he' f6uf  dde^  boys,  And 
i^d  Mrer6  ddhtrlVfti^'  ttbt^  tiV  dai^  l!b^  hm 
of  — :i^  hbirief,'  ^Mti  I^iOi^'  tip^^mS, 
Walkthg'  ()[iii#  ItJburely,  vmi  iSii^  l^M- 
dMi'  upott'  Ml)  h«S»il^<  Y6d'  Ar^  dv^rf  s6 
diott^«ftli;<  Mi<.  FMli^;'  sa»  th^  jdj^ 
pondH;  'it  cIMtf  moiitfa  ii(ii(k<^'  sf  ^Hai 
h(»d;  and'yoiir  Ii«Eia  iN^rSHWdur  liarfA 
att^iipii^bii^iliomctof^  Mr.  Pi^." 

•Head 


JSMR  HBCiiexAiiem.  17 

'  Herii  «Md  Aands  mnist  igo  to^ber,  or 
ipvt>rk ^fvf^ tibt M wtii'ddne/  nvte tfaedflhn 
i«)^fy  <0f  Pliil]}^  »  be  assirted  to  )itecel3ie 

laird  of on  the  door;  and  Hien  ffiirg- 

iasg  tht  ^foMAtt^n  «dnrwit,  wlib  lay  on 
die  Mfld,  like  a  Mck  of  wbeat»  ^  Ut  shoisl- 
'd6nr%  lie  left  us  to  tgny  the  kdid  of  -^^^^^ 
t4>  ftikvnie  Brae. 

^  MiA  Rmei  and  iier  father  weie  snffi- 
teientfy  i^deovened  to  make  thenr  apptewee 
at  teat;  I  took  ilGiy  oskuil  station  Aihodg  the 
tK>7«»  and  Mite  MdbriJiAkies,  ho9r  thir- 
teen^ iiMdd  feelt  ibr  bs  eViery  ev^imngi  Tlxe 
iaJrdiofu:xtf<-Mbn  faonmircftl  by  remHtct- 
log  mei  he  walked  d^t,  and  tecdc  my 
band:  it  h  not  ftt*  ktie  to  teffrtit  HI  the 
Iiraise  Btid  grateftil  tibanks  of  Mi.  ^^^-us-, 
whUe  I  stood  bliishing  and  bdWing,  qnite 
abashed  at  so  milch  pnme  for  what  it  wiks 
ap  balural  for  oM  to  do:  hit  laiaed  the  bott- 
le M dbel;  aad  waited  her  Ids  prStty  eeu- 
siti^  and  spokb  kifldly  to  her  brbthers^ 
whom  he  glili&ted  as  hijsi  kinsmen^  for  the 

laiid  was  of  thb  sanie  kindred^  ckaa^  ^^ 

name 
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ifiame  of  parson  James.  In  Scotland  they 
acknowledge  a  hundred-and-fiftieth  cou- 
sin, and  a  poor  relation  is  no  offence  to  a 
Scotchman: 

**  After  tea  we  left  the  parlour,  to  dance, 
as  usual,  to  the  music  of  old  Donald  the 
piper.  The  ingle  nook  was  well  red  up  by 
Moggy  and  Meg,  the  servants  and  fifty- 
sixth  cousins  of  Mrs.  James,  who  dways 
joined  in  the  dance^  for  the  kitchen  was 
our  baU-room ;  and  light-hearted  and  mer* 
ry,  we  little  thought  what  was  going  on 
in  the  parlour.  Miss  Rosa  had  taken  sudi 
a  fancy  to  our  bonny  Mabel,  who  was  just 
her  ovm  age,  that  the  laird  of  — -—  pro- 
posed to  take  her  with  them,  and  promised 
to  bestow  a  marriage-portion  on  his  pretty 
cousin.  This  proposal  was  too  advan- 
tageous to  be  refused ;  but  I  never  saw  a 
smile  on  the  &ce  of  either  Mr.  or  Mrs. 
James  for  three  weeks  after  she  left  us; 
and  the  laird  himself  took  a  fancy  to  the 
second  son,  our  blithesome  Willy ;  and  he 
told  his  &ther,  if  he  was  willing  to  put  him, 

he 
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he  would  place  William  under  Mr.  Dun- 
can, their  own  kinsman,  who  had  been 
an  upright  and  faithful  steward  for  more 
than  forty  years  in  the  family — ^that  Wil- 
liam should  assist  the  old  man  while  he 
lived,  and,  after  Duncan's  death,  the 
stewardship  should  be  his  own,  if  bis  con- 
duct merited  the  trust,  and  the  laird  could 
feel  no  doubt  for  his  father's  son;  most 
kindly  he  invited  Mr.  Fackenham  to  his 
castle,  and  called  him  the  preserver  of  his 
Rosa,  his  only  child ;  and  he  again  conde- 
scended to  take  my  hand,  as  he  called  me 
the  preserver  of  his  own,  and  asked  me  to 
come  and  see  my  old  playmates,  William 
and  Mabel,  at  the  castle  of  — -. 

''  Sorrowful  and  sad  was  our  parting, 
Mr.  Hammersley,  and  the  best  wishes  of 
our  hearts  went  with  the  laird  and  his 
beautiful  Rosa,  our  blithesome  Will,  our 
bonny  Mabel.  The  tide  of  prosperity 
flowed  smoothly  into  the  parsonage  of 
Bumie  Brae,  from  the  day  the  laird  of 
set  his  prosperous  foot  among  us;  the 

young 


-f 0  utnft  t«ecffiK>MAiickiL 

yddag'irilk  (if  olASHtkhdgLe  iBei,  naidi  Hie 
'^  mM  ^t  f»  iSie  e]dM  hoy  %o  keiep 
liim  '€X^Dl{Wil^;  but  *ilie  MshSs  df  Mr. 
Jkme^  Iffl^  eveij  tme  Wad  tffe  ^6od  por- 
AtaHi  ^euA,  ■would  n6t  let  Sandy  leave  Ms 
fllther%  ikbu^,  tm  the  tiei^hi^  of  Sbaibo- 
1^  Was  sethvt^  to  bim  |taet  i^eaB;  imd 
MKMlc^  tftntti  be  tiJKsal|^p<c^1!ed  fii  ftft  wlum, 
th«  old  ttuMh  <lfMe  iiito  thdir  tierntti.  ted 
welliugttd*.  a)M  w%  ihkJutec^  akkd  ddled 
hini  AtekMiKKr  tke  Great,  =^d  tlfe  lldid  of 

*  Tte  fliit  da^  tre  SAW  thie  Imrdiaf  .^^^ 
JMiiiip  iJbekibsd  iffilj^red  ti^itli  iM  icIiTe 
vu^^  of  ttttnfd  ftap^klor  td  ttt  dU>,  ftir  Ms 
master  alwi^s  th&fe«id  M IM  Ad  likire  Wit 
tilib  Hh  '»i^«t«;  hie  j^ladad  ^^  i)gH&iil  he 
hM  bdEfeil  %)^  th^  nMii  on  His  dm  fat^  tad 
then  hsd^  t^t  tb  BHiiibiifp;  iMa  ttEodglit 
buck  With  hiiii  Mir.  MtiddeW^e,  Wfiib  Wis 
ittUfch  iOteeliied  ia  sUr^n  ailCi  ii|iotlUSeM^. 
Mh  i^i^ini  Was  riearl^  tecovitif^  befete  his 
arrtv»,  bnt  Itft^liuUi  W»  Wdft  ibia  Bant- 
^  iiid  tte  ierVftnt  stOl  Uilefasffile;  he 

gave 
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and^  as  the  doctor,  pip^d^^,  ^,&|r,p«r 
tia^t  wflf,quil«5  «tiwM^«^  «l  tlie  qyen- 
ing,;  hiftt  t^,  «9i^i;a^  w^fLa.l^QgrtisQi^lMb 

Mr,  Sffu^ye^fijne  4i9pU}[e^no  tiiSingexr 

ni4yp.l»rpatJue4'ipt;p->li^  *X«^  If«ov/er8d^  his: 
spe^.ipi  j^ef^/xyf    4#  :^  l<wvl<pUiQed' 

& lajiffalaf^mlif^em^^ in  hu: iw»d{ for. 
pxofe8aons^0¥)ryi/9i^«tl^r.AJ[^(^9W^ 
tiQ9€4.]%b  J«9A?Al  tj^r  tii^ilwg;,  nod  his 
aQtiye  Jtw^mtjr  aj^uttth^  nehisecyant;  and- 
t^ft^tif )li^.  ^  tiQny.  >vit|b  .to-  study,  the.  heaL 
ing^^if  iQ^^Uoine,.  }^,  Mr.  Mnc|Ek\^(ainer 

oyy^Pi^iJ^lfiiB^fQr  the^lny»a^n3SiMfct£»chas 
hQ)!it»tw9)l>l^i^omixi<»M.  Mr.— ^  gave  no 
dei^iNl)aojixirer;.and  Mr.. Mueklewainer 

disdainfully  on  the  ample  fee  wbicbn  be- 
8tittilK^:ia;hi9,liaii4  iniji|tteriiig».  a&.  he 

left 
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d  was  so  kind  as  to 
Mabel  would  ex- 
former  playfellow ; 
n  wandered  to  the 
the  invitation  was 
'e  left  UumieBrae, 
nd  though  I  always 
,  BIr.  Hanunersley, 
distance. 

at  the  castle  gate, 
and  his  grand  and 
[looked  like  a  sove- 
le,  so  majestic.  The 
s  the  daughter  of  an 
'  of  Mr.  Fackenham, 
'dful  clicek  to  his — 
southern ! — welcome, 
child,  to  our  hearts 
ihe  tlicii  approached 
gnified  as  her  smile 
.Icome,  preserver  of 
e  saved  my  husband 
our  gallant  kinsman !' 
md,  the  lady  Sabina  . 
suddenly 


I 
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siidd^ily-^aoed  a>l»iiiiaiit^  riftg^  upon*  my^ 
fing€r«  Before  Lhadt  tiiiie  to  witbdnMv^ 
the'  band, .  uq wortfay  sueh  a  coBl&y  >  present 
*^^  Wear^tiiis^  my  valued  young  ftiend^ 
for>  my  sake ;  andi  should  your  hottr<  0IF 
deathly  danger  or  bitter  trial  ever  meet 
yo^•among^  singers,  o)^  may  youmeet 
a  b^art  as*  benevolent  as^kindl^  aetive,  s^- 
your  own !' 

^fiMr.  HMnmersley,' IdMt  aUuMNiscious- 
nes&ofiself^  aa  J  contemplated  this-  notfle 
lady>  and  Mt  inspired  by  knigbtl);^  oour- 
tesy;  I  dtopped  on  one  knee,,  andiptfss^ 
herJbeauteoufunreluctant^hand  witb«faunOk 
bleier^ouT'to  my  lips;  and  the  language 
whieli  flawed  )ftont  my  >  hearty  the  lady  Sfr* 
bioacwas/pleased^  approve;  than^taldng 
the  arm  of  iMr^  Badsienbiam,  theyeatwed* 
tbegcands^oon  together,  and^Mrr— -«-• 
ordwed  aaervant  :te^43gnduet  lae  to  Miss^ 
Mabel;  James»  aiid<<h^  brother j^ 

'^  (Efae' bonny 'Mabel  looked  ^even  mire- 
beattt]&d:than^>wheiipvwe^  parted/  and^T 
thoughth^  theft  the4ovalie9to^tJi0Jaivelf9 

dressed 


HimsscfiS^fftSiriDfaly  tasvher  Mnliky\QO\mn, 
h^r  :liair-and<  bosQm  iwere  ^adorDad  vwith 
€Wl3y  ipeatls,  *  but  $tilL  ^be  ^icas  ihe  homiy 
^MlU3&Lof  Buvnier  ]&rae,  for  -  her  heart  f  and 
•her nv^Ieeme-were  the  aaine.  '  We  dined 
"With  ^Mr.  Duncan,  the  pfeasant  old  stew- 
ard, and  wet^  waited  on  at  dinner « by  a 
servant  4n  rich  livery ;» and  it. brought  to 
VRj  Biind'Old  times  and  PaokiKibam  Hall, 

^trlien^I  n^d  to  dine  witbMr.  O^Niell  and 
his  beautiful  wife^  who  loved  noe  like  their 

*own  ehild,;and'EfaiUptialways  used  to  at- 
tend,^ and  carry  ^  me  iu'  his  arms  when  I 
was  a  little  child,  and  Mr.  0*Niell  often 
told  me«I^w^s  a  liestitute  orphan,  that 
owed  my  all  of  comfort  to  his  oaaster,  Mr. 

'P^kenbam,«8]4d'it  wa»my  duty  to. repay 
this  weight' of  obligation  by  faithful  ser- 
vice to  his  son ;  that  I  should  never  be 
lurfed'into,  •  or  ^attempt,  equsJity  with  him 

"  t^rho-was  born  my  master ;  :aiid  that  if  we 
^rer  ^wcfnt  dnto  tfa6»  field  of  Jbatlle  togetiier, 

^ttiat  I  sfaoidd«  cover  hisiheartwith  piy/own 
tin^ithe '  hour  *«of  dan|^;  <ahd  «a  Itiirottld, 

*  VOL.  IIL  c  Mn 
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Mr.  Hammersley,  while  one  drop  of  life- 
blood  remained  to  be  shed  for  his  sake." 

*•  0*Dowd,  my  fine  fellow,'*  cried  Ham- 
mersley,  seizing  both  his  hands,  "  I  would 
^ ve  half  my  estate  to  secure  such  a  heart 
so  faithfully  my  own ;  and  it  may  not  be 
out  of  all  possibility  to  daim  you  yet  as 
my  relation,  when  your  family  is  known, 
as  the  wizard  says  your  parents  are  still 
alive.  My  Irish-hearted,  Irish-named 
O'Dowd,  don't  be  making  up  that  fiioe 
to  make  a  fine  speech,  but  go  on  with 
your  story,  my  cousin  that  shall  and  will 
be."" 

"  The  gratitude  you  will  not  allow  me  to 
speak,  you  cannot  prevent  me  to  feel,  Mr. 
Hammersley,"  said  O'Dowd,  bowing  with 
even  increased  humility,  as  he  continued 
his  narrative.— ^^  The  next  evening  there 
was  a  ball  at  the  x^tle,  and  two  sets  were 
formed  in  the  grand  ball-room;  Miss  Rosa 
and  Mr.  Fackenham  danced  in  one,  Miss 
Janies,  William,  and  I,  in  the  other ;  and 
6x  three  weeks  the  time  passed  so  happilyi 

we 
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we  scarcely  thought  it  so  many  hours; 
when,  oneinomingi  Mr,  Packenham  found 
a  letter  on  his  pillow  from  the  conjurer, 
filled  with  all  kind  of  abuse,  accusing  him 
with  neglecting  his  studies ;  but  he  should 
find  something  else  to  do,  than  capering 
round  the  country  like  a  dancing  bear; 
and  concluded  by  ordering  him  to  join, 
that  very  day,  the  —  regiment  of  dra- 
goon guards,  quartered  at  Edinburgh,  in 
which  he  was  now  a  lieutenant ;  to  prove 
which  his  commission  was  enclosed. 

"  When  I  read  this  letter,  Mr.  Ham- 
mersley,  I  was  really  half  mad,  and  told 
Mr.  Packenham,  if  I  was  like  him,  I 
would  pitch  the  old  conjurer  and  his  let- 
ters, and  his  commission  in  the dra- 
goon guards,  to  his  father,  the  devil ;  so 
I  coaxed  and  persuaded  him  to  send  his 
resignation,  and  with  light  and  happy 
hearts  we  danced  away  the  evening. 

**  In  the  very  dead  hour  of  midnight,  I 
heard  a  voice  beside  me,  like  the  angry 
growl  of  a  bear. — •  So,  Mr.  0*Dowd,'  it 

c  8  began. 
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began,  *  you  don't  choose  your  carpet 
knight  shall  remain  in  the  army,  but  I 
choose  he  shall,  Hugh  Hopeful,  esquire; 
and  Percy  Packenham  shall  not  stay  at 
the  castle  of ;  nor  you  either,  my  amo- 
rous squire.* 

*  And  how  can  you  help  it,  old  Beelze- 
bub? for  we  will  not  leave  it  to  please  you.* 

"  He  seized  me  by  the  ears,  Mr.  Ham- 
mersley,  and  I  really  thought  he  would 
have  pulled  my  head  off. — *  I  will  teach 
you  to  keep  a  civil  tongue  in  your  head, 
you  young  imp,  I  will ;  and  you  shall  go 
where  I  please,  and  do  what  I  jplease,*  and 
h^  kept  boxing  and  beating  me  all  the 
time  he  was  scolding;  and  I  roared  fire 
and  murder,  and  Beelzebub  and  devils ;  but 
the  wizard  out-roared  me,  and  I  thought 
he'd  shake  my  life  out. 

"  The  outcry  thus  raised  brought  not 
only  Mr..  Packenham  and  Philip,  but  se- 
veral  of  the  servants,  into  the  room ;  my 
lord  the  wizard  thought  proper  to'  disap- 
pear, and  they  all  wanted  to  persuade  me 

I  was 
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I  was  dreaming,  or  troubled  with  the 
night-mare ;  but  I  trembled  so  violently 
between  fear  and  ill  usage,  that  Philip 
brought  me  a  glass  of  cordial,  and  Mr. 
Packenham  remained  beside  me  till  I  fell 
asleep ;  but  to  express  my  feelings  when 
I  awoke  the  next  morning  is  totally  im- 
possible, for  old  Beelzebub  had  removed 
me  to  his  own  wizard  castle :  rolled  up  in 
a  blanket,  I  lay  on  the  floor,  a  bundle  of 
straw  for  my  bed ;  a  hideous  demon  stared 
nie  in  the  face,  which  I  at  first  mistook 
for  a  real  fiend,  it  was  painted  with  such 
exquisite  art;  but  unearthly  must  have 
been  the  hand  that  drew — unearthly  the 
form  that  sat  for  the  picture;  on  his  coun^ 
tenance  ugliness  was  concentered  to  un- 
speakable hideousness;  infernal  was  the 
smile — ^villanous  the  expression  of  his  dis- 
torted  features ;  hoofs,  horns,  and  tail,  com- 
pleted  this  assemblage  of  every  thing  hor- 
rible and  disgusting.  With  one  gigantic 
hand  he  held  a  fallen  wretch,  whose  ago- 
nized  features  bespoke  the  torture?  he  en-. 

C3  duredi 
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dured;  the  other  brandished  a  whip  of 
flame.  My  heart  sickened  at  the  sight, 
and,  weak  and  fainting,  I  turned  from 
the  horrid  scene — I  turned  to  meet  a  scene 
still  more  horrid:  a  group  of  infemals, 
whose  horrid  seeming  laugh  was  sufficient 
to  freeze  the  marrow  in  my  bones,  held  at 
unequal  distances  five-pronged  forks  of 
flame,  tossing  to  and  fro  the  bodies  of 
their  wretched  victims.  I  gazed  till  I 
believed  I  heard  the  shout  of  demoniac 
triumph,  mingled  with  the  shrieks  of  de- 
spair, the  screams  of  tortured  agony,  and 
ray  own  echoed  through  the  infernal  den, 
till  I  became  totally  unconscious  of  all 
around  me. 

"  When  I  awoke  into  life,  I  found 
myself  in  a  good  bed ;  all  the  horrid  sce- 
nery had  vanished ;  a  witch  was  sitting  be- 
side me,  bathing  my  temples  with  vine- 
gar ;  masses  of  black  hair  fell  from  beneath 
her  high-crowned  hat;  and  though  her 
face  was  dingy  yellow,  she  appeared  a  per- 
fect beauty  compared  to  the  horrid,  the 

< 

infernal 
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infernal  features  I  had  so  lately  seen ;  her 
petticoat  was  red,  and  her  jacket  was 
Inrown — she  had  a  hump  on  her  back,  and 
a  ruff  round  her  neck;  and  though  her 
skm  was  black  and  yellow,  her  counte- 
nance and  her  voice  were  sweet  and  sooth- 
ing. 

"  When  I  was  quite  recovered,  she 
drew  aside  the  curtain ;  a  breakfast-table 
was  very  neatly  laid  out,  and  the  good- 
natured  witch  asked  nie  to  take  some  tea;> 
but  I  told  her  I  would  neither  eat  nor 
drink  till  I  saw  Mr.  Packenham' ;  and  that 
if  I  was  starved  to  death,  the  soul  of  the 
old  conjiuer  would  get  an  additional  toss- 
ing on  the  five-pronged  forks  for  my  sake^ 
that  I  defied  the  devil  and  all  his  works ; 
and  though  the  wizard  had  brought  his 
imps  all  round  me,  they  had  no  power  to 
singe  a  single  hair  of  my  head ;  and  I  be- 
gan to  pray  out  loud. 

•  Foolish  boy,*  said  the  witch,  *  old 
Blaster  has  no  dealings  with  the  wicked 
one;  you  saw  nothing  but  pictures,  and 

'    G  4  I  will 


V  vrill  IM  you  ^ee  tiiemrwlicoiji'KHiieafeiyrs^ 
ttreak&^;'  but^  she^  ooaxed^itd^  coaucedj  tor 
rto  pttfpme^  fbrf  eatf I"  woviMiiiofe;  tliat\TfBS5 
mote'  tKfttl'  old'  B^ssteifute  hibtselfi  coiildi 

*  AVe  ymi  quite  stare  of  tltet?*  gro^fe«b 
the  conjurer ;  *  we  will  have  a  trial'  oC 
sfeiH,  sqUins^  Hugh;  I  Will  fleaofr  you  to 
set  me  a1^  defitoee,  mif  put^  mi^mf  amit 
rebelUoH  iht^  die'head'otf  IteuesfKEitit  Pack* 
enHam;  you  goodifeMiotlrittgoiirl'itnwittW 
ptt^zfefiffy  conjurer^  tb  mafte  Gu'tw4i4«ib 
wasr'  the*  most  CMWratlfig  pHfty  erf  the 
two,  the  kttigftt  ortfte  squire/  MotlittP 
he  rosrsd^out,  *  brealc'  tha«  muffle*  mto*  the 
baisin,  anrf  pour  tiea-on  i^-^masB?  eg^aoi 
aH' up  together;  as  fce  troirt  ea^it  p«op«ly^ 
Ilia  mustf  ta$:'e  it  like  a  Ikchm^  as  he  is;* 

**  The  mess  was^soon  jumbfeiupi— *^Go 
on,  wty  lady  witeft/  tllotiglit  Ij  •  it.  is 
easier  said  than  done  to  liiake  me  eat  iC 

*  Wftt  yoii  take  your  bre&kfiist  iiot\r?* 
rofetreid  the  ednjtrrei?;  *  of  I  v^Sl  makey^a^ 
sqtrire  HttgFt* 

'    '  *  Indeed 
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*  Indeed  I  will  not  !*  roared  I ;  •  such  a 
me^s  is  only  fit  food  for  one  of  your  own 
imps^  old  Beelzebub.'  * 

**  The  door  which  was  opposite  the  bed 
instantly  opened,  and  a  figure  ehtered,, 
which  I  never  shall  forget,  if  1  live  to  be 
the  age  of  Methusaleh ;  his  head  nearly 
touched  the  cieling — his  wizard's  cloak,  of 
black  and  scarlet,  iswept  the  ground,  and 
his  high-crowned  hat  was  surmounted  by^ 
a  plume  of  scarlet  and  black  feathers ;  but 
his  face  beggars  all  description;  it  was 
black  as  jet,  furrowed  by  a  thousand 
wrinkles,  and  his  eyes  were  so  bright  and 
so  sparkling,  they  looked  like  a  blaze  of 
unearthly  fire ;  in  his  black  hands  he  car^ 
ried  a  strange  sort  of  brass  kettle,  or  stew- 
jpan,  with  two  handles,  and  an  iron  ladle,, 
three  yards  long,  was  placed  across  it;  he 
laid  it  on  the  table,  and  taking  the  iroa 
ladle  in  his  black  paw,  he  commenced  mix- 
ing up  the  infernal  mess,  composed  of 
$tew^ed  frogs  and  lizards,  and  I  really  be- 
lieve there  were  rats  and  toads  in  it. 

c5  'Tiris; 
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*  This  is  a  dainty  dish ;  I  hope  it  is 
more  to  your  liking  than  muffin  and  tea, 
Mr.  O'Dowd ;  so  gape  and  swallow  this 
moment ;'  and  he  thrust  a  ladleful  of  this 
infernal  stew  close  to  my  lips,  and  I  was 
afraid  to  cry  out,  lest  he  should  throw  it 
down  my  throat  when  I  opened  my  mouth. 

*  Oh,  my  lord,'  cried  the  good-natured 
witch,  who  really  began  to  cry,  *  do  not 
be  too  severe  on  the  poor  boy ;  he  will  take 
his  own  breakfast,  I  am  sure,  to  please 
your  lordship ;  do,  my  darling  boy,  take 
your  breakfast.* 

**  With  a  trembling  hand  she  pushed 
aside  the  ladle,  and  taking  the  china  bason 
from  the  table,  she' began  to  coax  and  feed 
me,  like  a  child,  with  mashed  muffin  and 
tea ;  and  to  confess  the  truth,  Mr.  Ham- 
mersley,  I  was  glad  to  gape  and  swallow 
at  a  famous  rate,  delighted  to  escape  the 
conjurer  and  his  dainty  dish. 

'Mother,'  growled  the  conjurer,  when 
he  saw  the  last  spoonful  stuffed  down  my 
tliroat,  '  give  that  fellow  his  clothes,  and 

shew 
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shew  him  our  beautiful  paintings,  and  the 
eastle  where  he  is  to  remain  till  Mr.  Pack*- 
e^nham.  returns  to  his  duty.' 

••  The  paintings,  Mr.  Hammersley,  I 
Have  faintly  indeed  endeavoured  to  de- 
scribe; and  the  castle  wai^  nothing  better 
than  an  old  ruin,  where  L  was  alternately 
beat  and  threatened  into  obedience  by  the^ 
old  conjurer.. 

"  The  fourth  morning  I  found  myself 
in  a  strange  bed,  and  Mr.  Packenham  and 
Philip  were  anxiously  watching  beside 
me;  had  I  been. his  own  brother,  my  ear- 
liest friend  could  not  have  pressed  me  with 
greater  affection  to  his  bosom,  and  the  calm 
features  of  Philip  for  once  were  ruffled^ 
into  joy.. 

"  The  morning  I  was  take»away,  Mr. 
Packenham  received  a  letter,  from  the  con- 
jurer; it  accused  him  of  disgracing  the 
memory  of  his .  father,  and  stamping  his  • 
oiKi^rn  name  with  dishonour;  that  he  should  ^ 
see  me  no  more  till  he  joined  his  regiment, 
and  not  even  then  without  he  was  humble 

c  &  and^ 
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and  obedieAt ;  and  the  resigtuitioii  he  had 
sent  the  day  befi>re  was  torn  in'pieoes»  and 
enclosed  in  old  Beelzebub's  abusiTe  letter. 
When  Mr.  Packenham  went  to  sed^  me, 
no  Hugh  was  to  be  found;  and  Philip 
tcould  not  even  guess  «t  what  became  of 
me,  but  advised  his  master  to  say  he  had 
sent  me  to  Bumie  Brae,  for  the  story  of 
the  wizard  would  only  make  us  a  kugh-r 
ing-stoc]$;  at  the  casftle;  so  Mr.  Padkenham 
left  the  ca^e  with  the  best  grace  he  eoidd, 
regretted  by  afl,  jomed  his  regiment  wifli 
an  aching  heart,  «nd  I  was  restored,  and 
still  continued  a  boarder  tit  the  parsom^. 

««  The regiment  was  expected  to 

leave Scdtlanda few  days trifter  ft e -enforced 
entrance  of  their  new  officer ;  but  15nr  -onee 
old  Beelzebub  was  oxtt  in  his  9'eebsonmg, 
and  in  spite  df  the  old  -cenjurer'43  Ifa'eflfts 
and  ^buse,  w^e  often  rode  after  parafle  io 
the  castle,  and  danced  away  the  evening 
wi^h  our  beautiful  partners-:  'brit^fce  route 
came  at  last,  and  oscptsan  ^ekeiftiam,  Ibr 
his  promotion  ^was  Tcry  -reipia,  'deteraiined 

'  to 


to  know  his  fate  at  gw^,  ap4  tell  Ifk  love 
for  Mifis  Roaa  ta  ber  father ;  an4  I  9P?qi^ 
my  jvhde  heart  to  ptmop  Jamep,  and  hp 
hu^ed  me  to  bia  gijilelei;;  beai^#  and  h^ 
eoid,  no  lord  in  the  land  s^QVld  be  ^p  wel- 
oome  to  his  daqgbter»  pm^ed  jthe  laird 
and  oaptain  PackimhAin  were  jigmeaJMp  tp 
our  wishes. 

*^  Ttie  laird  of  f«T»-  made  but  on*  ofe- 
jeotion,  though  we  knew  be  had  ^fused 
«aaany  noUe  offers  ibr  bis  daughter,  young 
as  she  was.  Captaio  Paekenbwu  nxu^t 
leave  tbe  army,  and  at  twenty-one  he  m^bt 
chum  his  pcoxnised  bride,  and  osdv  bonny 
Mabd  shall  be  the  wife  of  my  life's  pi^* 
^ervar  the  same  (day.  I  might  mate  them 
bot&  peiiiaps  more  greatly;  but  where 
could  I  find  eq^ual  worth  ?  and  lady  Ssl^a 
was  graciously  pleased  to  give  ber  con^ 
sent ;  and  we  were  .all  tpo  happy  fpr  it  to 
laat  long.  I  ;expected  nothing  Jess  t^a^  ^a 
visit  to  some  secret  dungeon  in  the  wpl- 
card's  castle,  iwhen  :the.conjurejr  found  6nt 
we  were  betrotdDied;  itnd  tb^t.g^tain  Pa(pc- 

enham 
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enham  had  consented  to  leave  the  anny^ 
on  his  ooming  of  age ;  but  I  thought,  li^ 
the  year  pass  lightly  or  heavily  till  the 
captain  was  of  age,  it  mattered  not ;  when 
it  was  past  and  gone,  I  could  claim  my 
sweet,  my  bonny  bride;  yet  I  must  ac- 
knowledge^ the  iron  ladfe,  flourishing  in 
the  wizard's  black  paw,  floated  before  me- 
all  the  way  home,  and  his  castle  and  his- 
paintings' were  still' fresh  in  my  memory. 

"  In  three  days  after,  we  left  Scotland. 
I  got  off  this  time  much  better  than  I  ex- 
pected;* but  on  captain  Packenham,  the 
most  virulent  abuse,  in  the  grossest  terms,, 
was  lavished  by  the  old  warlock,  who  as- 
serted he  should  not  marry  a  princess  till 
he  was  three-and-twenty ;  but  he  laughed, 
and  said — •  We  will  try  titles  for  that,  my 
lord  the  conjurer;'  but,  Mr.  Hammersley, 
he  never  saw  the  iron  ladle,  or  his'  castles, 
or  his  painting,*  or  felt  the  dapper-daw- 
ing  of  his  sooty  fingers. 

"  The  regiment  was  quartered  in  De- 
vonshire, nearly  a  mile  from.Padienham 

Hall, 
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Hall,  and  the  princely-hearted  owner  gave 
entertainments,  and  balls,  and  concerts,  to 
the  neighbouring  &milies;  all  the  rank 
and  fashion  in  the  country  crowded  to  the 
splendid  parties  at  Packenham  Hall,  and; 
to  give  the  devil  his  due,  the  wizard  never 
growled  angrily  about  his  dashing  away 
money,  which  he  took  good  care  neither  of 
us  should  ever  want.  Many  a  bright  eye 
rested  in  admiration  on  the  handsome 
captain,  and  many  a  wise  mamma  admired 
the  nobte  mansion ;  and  it  was  quite  amus^ 
ing,  Mr.  Hammersley,  to  see  all  the  ma- 
noeuvring that  was  going  forward,  and  the 
fine  speeches  I  got  on  all  sides  from  fathers, 
and  mothers,  and  Misses,  for  captain  Pack- 
enham forced  me  to  make  one  in  his  par-  ^ 
ties.  In  his  own  house  he  could  and 
would  do  as  he  pleased,  and  during  his 
absence  I  was  lord  of  Packenham  Hall. 

"  The  wizard  became  quite  good- 
humoured  and  agreeable,  and  praised  hii$ 
hospitality  and  good  conduct,  for  no  gam- 
bling or  excess  of  any  kind  was  to  be  met 

with 
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with  at  Fackenham  Hall ;  and  the  wizard, 
Qpw  abundant  in  civility,  was  pleased  to* 
i]f)ake  honourable  mention  of  squire  Hugh» 
as  he  always  e^Vbdd  me,  and  said,  ^  I  was 
good  enough  company  for  any  red-coat  in 
Devonshire;*  but,  believe  me,  Mr.  Ham^ 
mersley^  even  th^  unexpected  enpomiuras 
of  the  wizard  never  for  a  moment  could 
induce  me  to  forget  iny  own  subordinate 
situation. 

'^  In  Fackenham  Hall,  I  was  reared  the 
orphan  object  of  benevolence — in  Facken- 
haai  Hall,  the  paternal  advice  of  Mr. 
O'Niell  sunk  deep  into  my  heart,  and  the 
precepts  of  childhood  glowed  Unfaded  iu 
rriy  bosom ;  the  promise  I  made  him  at 
parting  was  not  forgotten,  that  I  never 
wqu\d  attempt,  or  be  lured  into,  equality 
with  him  .who  was  born  my  master ;  for  I 
never  would,  though  it  often  angered  him 
js^dly,  sit  at  the  same  itable  with  captain 
Fpcfc^ham ;  and  Ihe  junior  officers,  to  gra- 
tify their  captain,  were  generally  my  com- 
p^niops  pt  ^^e  .si^e-.table,  where  we  were 

served. 


sei^v^d  wHh  ^u$l  exp^e^  and  state.  No* 
thing r<^iild  induo!^  ni^  to  he  present  at^a* 
partjF,  butthose^givenral;  Fadk^ham  Hall, 
though  as*  the  relationofcaptaintFaekm-r. 
haQ]»  which  he  al;firay&  insisted. I  was^  th^ 
ipvvitatiansv  I  rsGei^v^d  were  oquallX'  Bume- 
¥fmfi  wath  his  ow4i;  and  oeloi^^,  Wood- 
ville,  ofifended  at  what,  he  called,  my  ridi- 
enlous-  ob^tioacy^  left  ipe  tp  Qnjoy  my 
serapuloua^fdly  in  solitary  peace^  and  a9k^ 
ed  me  to  dine  with  him  at  the  m^  no 

••  Wbei^'do  yDU^din^  npM^  OiDQWd?" 
cried  Hawmersley,  witih  great;  ^ickni^; 
'^  90%  at  the  second  taUe»,  wijt^  steward^, 
kousekaeper*  and  butkr^  I  hope'?** 

^'  Oh^  no,  Mr.  HasiBaersIey  i  ^\\  aip^e, 
Hke  a  sovereign,  prilieet  with  Philips  as 
usual,  to  attend  me.,  I  ofteQ  t^k  I  w^as 
not  bom  to  such,  attendance;  y^t  I  I^y^ 
been  alvs^ays  acewtosoi^d  to  it^,  1^.  |Iwi« 
mersley^.'* 

^  it  shall  cost  me  a  iiU^"  eried  Ham* 
mefsiey,  with  a  look  of  l^Alrk^i^  inlelU* 

genccj 


42  IRISH  NECEOMAKCER. 

gence, "  if  you  don't  dine  at  the  same 
table,  on  equal  terms,  with  cx>lonels  and 
captains,  and  even  the  old  wizard  himself; 
and  he  that  would  reject  your  hand  m* 
friendship,  may  he  never  press  the  hand 
of  an  honest  man,  or  meet  the  smile  of 
honest  worth !  But  go  on,  O'Dowd,  my^ 
fine  feHow,  and  never  mind  my  tragedy^ 
rant,  till  I  realize  this  promise  I  now  have 
flourished  forth  with  all  the  certainty  of 
success.** 

The  cheek  of  O'Dowd  glowed  brightly^ 
with  grateful  hope,  as  he  continued  his* 
simple  story.- — "  Thus  happily  passed  ten! 
months  of  the  year,  I  had  so  much  dreaded 
at  the  commencement  No  sorrow  had 
assailed  us,  except  that  captain  Packen- 
ham  was  taken  ill  on  the  road,  two  days 
after  we  left  Scotland,  and  was  confined 
four  weeks  at  an  inn  by  a  very  dangerous 
fever,  and  I  took  ill  shortly  after,  I  really 
believe,  through  vexation  and  grief  of 
heart.  We  both  recollect  two  strange 
gentlemen,  who  remained  beside  us  night 

and 
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and  day ;  but  who  they  were,  we  could 
never  find  out ;  one  of  them,  I  am  certain, 
was  a  physician,  for  many  a  bitter  dose  he 
made  me  swallow;  but  he  was  so  kind 
and  so  gentle,  I  could  refuse  him  nothing. 
"  At  Packenham  Hall  every  arrange- 
ment was  made  to  receive  the  beautiful 
bride ;  but  his  brother-^flScers  prevailed  on 
major  Packenham  not  to  leave  the  regi- 
ment till  he  was  married ;  and  old  Beelze- 
bub wrote  him  word  he  would  have  full 
time  to  sell  out,  for  marry  he  should  not 
till  he  was  twenty-three ;  his  commission 
was  purchased,  and  he  hoped  the  major 
had  more  sense  than  to  throw  away  so 
much  money  by  resigning,  as  he  under- 
stood he  intended  to  do. — *  Tlie  wizard 
has  right  good  intelligence,*  said  the  ma- 
jor, *  for  I  really  did  intend  to  resign  my 
commission,  not  well  knowing  how  I  came 
by  it — I  was  ashamed  to  ask ;  but  as  it 
has  been  purchased,  I  certainly  see  no 
reason  why  I  should  throw  so  large  a  sum 
away.* 

"It 
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''  It  was  just  a|;  this  time  the  marquis 
of  Heath^rly:  passed  a  fortnight  at  Pack- 
enham  Hall ;  and  a  few  days  after  he  left 
us,  the  major  went  to  London,  to  get  his: 
mother's  jewels  new  set,  which  were  very- 
splendid,  for  Miss  Rosa ;  but  the  corijur.er 
contrived,  for  I  ^m  sure  it  was  all  his  do- 
ings, to  get  the  regiment  ordered  off,  at  a 
moment's  warning,  to  Jamaica,  and  the 
m^or  was  obliged  to  leave  the  jewels  in 
the  bank,  instead  of  the  jeweller*s,  deter- 
mined to  resign  his  commission,  when  he 
cpuld  leave  the  regiment  without  a  shade 
being  cast  upon  his  honour,  wliich  his 
quick  sensibility  tayght  him  to  believe 
might  be  the  case,  if  he  refused  to  accom:- 
papy  his  regiment  on  foreign  service. 

"  We  were  scarcely  landed,  when  ma- 
jor  Fackenham  took  ill  of  a  fever,  then 
raging  in  the  country,  and  relapsed  so 
often,  that  he  was  sent  home  on  two  yeats 
leave  of  absence,  which  was  tantamount 
to  saying  he  would  be  never  able  to  re- 
turn ;  and  we  arrived  at  Fackenham  Hall 

just 
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just  twelve  montlis  after  we  had  sailed  for 
Jamaica.  In  six  weeks  the  major  was  so 
well  recovered  from  the  debility  and  Fever 
which  preyed  on  his  spirits,  that  he  deter- 
mined to  go  to  Scotland,  to  claim  his  pro- 
mised bride.  His  colonel,  the  honourable 
Mr.  Woodville,  to  whom  he  had  been 
greatly  obliged,  requested 'he  woiild  call 
on  his  brother  in  Cumberland,  on  •  some 
family  business  of  great  importance.  Be- 
lieving delay  would  be  injurious  to  the 
interest  of  colonel  Wciodville,  the  major 
proceeded  to  Cumberland  as  soon  as  he 
was  able  to  travel,  and  here  his  friendship 
was  renewed  with  the  marquis  of  Heather- 
ly.  He  promised  his  friend  to  spend  a 
week  at  Lewellyn  Castle;  and  then,  in 
bold  defiance  to  the  wizard's  art,  we 
proudly,  fondly  resolved  to  seek  and  claim 
our  bonny  brides ;  but  old  Beelzebub  made 
good  his  threats — there  was  no  marriage 
for  major  Packenham  till  he  was  twenty, 
three. 
^  Two  days  after  I  came  here,  a  letter 

came 
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*'  Yes,  indeed,  my  lady." 

Sir  Arthur  lowered  his  voice  to  a  soft 
Avhisper,  as  he  addressed  the  duchess  of 
Dunbane — "  My '  yoimg  tx>usin   Frank 
sent  his  best  love  and  kind  compliments 
to  you,  my  lady  duchess,  and  bid  me  tell 
you  he  would  be  hisbwn  master  long  be- 
fore a  year  and  a  day,  and  he  hoped  by  that 
time,  my  lady  duchess,  you  would  have 
no  croiss-grained  guardian  to  *o&ntr6l  your 
smiles  and  your  tears.**     'Thto  -hastSJy 
walking  overtottie  marchioness  atid  lady 
'  EHei&met'e,  sdr  lAlrthur  repeated  the^adieus 
of  Hinittaerdey, -atid  %is  regret  that  he 
Coilild'nbt  make  them  •  personally ;'  tmt  he 
Md  been  6bliged  to  leave  Ireliand,  on  af- 
fairs of  such  Attrpdrtknce-  to  rtiy  lord"  Dun- 
li^,' a^'lv'bbld  tfot  ^admit  of  a  motnenfs 
^dday  ;•  tod  the^'barbriet'lamehtfed^  his  in-, 
ability  to  attehd  the  lidiesrin  the  evening 
to  ToW*  C6h6lly's,^as  lord-Duttleer  had 
-ihsistbd^  6ri  his  dining^^t'  Etrcan,  'and  re- 
'madnfing  ivithhitn-  till  the  ioHowing'day 
i*—^'  And  to  be  agreeable  to  his  k)rdslrip» 

I  must 


%  mnrt:  be  v^  disagpeetUfr  to  myadf,  my 

^  How^peottluurly  seviere,''  saiddiesigno* 
E%  her  bright  eyesdinuBediwijili  tean, ''  to 
be  depriyed  on  the  same  eiwnm|^  of  bodi ! 
What  society  can  compeiunte/  for  such  a 
de|iiiv«l3<m  ?  T&e  festive  scene  will  cease 
to  dnwm,  evea  at  Iwd  CodoUj^s,  if  indeed 
my  heart-rived  Frances  can  assome  suffix 
cient  control  over  hec  feelings  sufficient 
composuK,  to  appear  there.*'  Her  grace 
left  llie  room,  sir  Arthur  inv  an  sigony  of 
mind  too  mighty  for  conoeala»Bt,  too  vio*- 
lent  for  endurance.  **  Cruel  Hammer^ley ! 
bow  could  he  wound,  wilii  jauch  careless  ease^ 
the  devoted  heart  he  book  siidh  ainxious 
pride  to  win  ?  Who  can  be  truet  if  Ham- 
mersley  is  false,  deceitful,  and  inconstant  ?" 

Hiis  was  spoken  in  a  low  tone  to  the 
baroneti  who  looked  the  picture  of  sorrow 
smd  vexation. 

^  It  is  very  grieyous,  to  be  sure^  ma'am, 
bat  it  is  all  owing  to  my^  lord  Ellesmere 
and  Ins  disagreeable  tantouiM^  ma^aia;  and 

voii.  III.  D'  my 
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my  lord  Dunleer  made  a  contrivance  to 
«end  young  Frank  out  of  harm's  way — ^in 
a  way  that  he  could  not  refuse  seeing. 
His  lordship  knew  his  fathei^s  son  too 
well  to  suppose  his  lion-hearted  courage 
would  be  cooled  by  the  abusive  tongue  of 
any  old  grandfather  in  Christendom ;  and 
if  the  yoiing  duchess  has  real  true  love  for 
my  young  cousin  Frank,  it  will  be  no  veiy 
hard  task  to  bring  him  back,  ma'am»  see* 
ing  his  heart  is  in  Ireland,  in  a  fair  lady's 
keeping,  and  we  hoped  to  be  married  on 
the  very  same  day,  ma'am." 

Sir  Arthur  sighed  heavily,  pressed  the 
hand  of  the  signora,  and  then  softly  said 
— -"  I  think  we  can  contrive  a  way  to  get 
him  back,  ma'am,  if  the  young  duchess  is 
quite  agreeable." 

Tears  no  longer  dimmed  the  eyes  of  the 
signora ;  brilliant  and  bright,  they  sparkled 
with  exultation ;  her  wishes  were  all  nearly 
accomplished ;  marchioness  of  Bellinderry» 
she  saw  her  daughter  the  bride  of  Ham* 
mersley  V  they  reigned  like  queens  in  the 

emerald 
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emerald  isle ;  and  the  signora  returned  the 
pressure  of  sir  Arthur's  hand  with  all  the 
trembling  hope  of  well-acted  affection, 
and  determined  lord  EUesmere  should  soon 
cease  to  threaten  and  command.  With 
exultation  sparkling  on  every  beautiful 
feature,  the  signora  sought  her  daughter — 
**  My  beauteous  lily,  raise  your  drooping 
head — we  have  conquered;  Hammersley 
will  soon  return ;  my  rose  of  beauty,  droop 
no  more — ^you  soon  will  be  the  bride  of 
Hammersley,  and  the  same  hour  will  make 
your  mother  the  wife  of  sir  Arthur 
ODwyer." 

The  beauteous  lily  raised  her  head,  and 
heard,  with  renovated  hope,  with  exulta- 
tion equal  to  her  mother's,  the  conversa- 
tion of  sir  Arthur.  Fitzaubume  had  long 
since  faded  from  her  mind,  and  the  beau- 
tiful Frances  was  now  only  anxious  for 
the  union  of  Rosabel  and  Heatherly,  as  it 
would  deprive  lord  Coldbrook  of  his  che- 
rished whim  even  in  perspective,  the  deer 
park. 

dS  TiU 


52  UtISH  KSCBQMAllCEm. 

Till  sir  Arthur  had  aimouiieed  his  de« 
parture,  the  dtuAieGs  knew  oiot  the  poww 
Hammersley.  held  over  her  heart,  th€Hi^ 
ihe  signora  had  long  aseertwied  the  fad, 
and  unsparing  had  b^n  h&e  endeavours 
to  bring  about  hi$  union  with  her  daugh- 
ter, Tlie  &ir  Frances  could  no  longer 
deny  the  truiam-^r-hfei:  heart  had  changed 
-^that  the  higbly-gifted  Haounersley  was 
lord  of  her  afifeeticms,  Oh»  hpw  sufireine- 
]y  passing  ber  first  fanded  lo ve^  and  bound- 
ing from  the  deep  abyss,  of  sorrow  tit>  tbQ 
carol  song  of  joy  *  she  laughed  by  tums^ 
and  wept,  and  hung  delighted  on  tbehosOm 
of  her  mother. 

Lord  EUesmere  made  no  efifi»i  tQ  ocm- 
oeal  the  delight  he  expedenoed  at  the  re> 
Qioval  of  Hammerdey ;  he  exulted  in  his 
triumph  over  youth  and  beauty^  snd  flat- 
tered himself  into  the  belief,  that  Ham* 
mersley  and  his  fiimily  felt  equal  diiead  of 
bis  powerful  friends  and  powerful  anni 
while  the  brUIiapt  sqailes  of  Franoes  oon* 
vinced  his  lordship  he  was  indeed  her  bo* 

•  som*s 
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som's  lord,  and  the  heart  of  lord  Ellesmere 
glowed  with  a  sensation  of  happiness  un- 
hallowed love  had  long  denied  him. 

As  his  lordship  accompanied  his  family 
to  the  summer  residence  of  lord  ConoUy 
at  Merion,  near  the  Black  Rock,  the  sig- 
nora  marked  the  smile  which  followed  the 
attentions  of  lord  Ellesmere  to  her  daugh- 
ter, which  aflfected  no  concealment.  Proud 
0f  his  supposed  triumph  over  Hamraerdey,, 
vain  of  his  fancied  power  over  the  heart 
of  Frances^  he  acted  all  the  fond  extrava-' 
gancei  of  a  youthful  lover^  and  the  dismay-^ 
ed  signora  beheld  the  fair  feme  of  her 
daught^  tremUe  on  the  brink  of  ruin» 
and  took  the  first  opportunity  to  warn  the 
duchess  of  the  threatened  danger.  By 
degrees  the  brilliant  smile  was  seen  no 
more — ^pensive  and  sad  her  late  illumined 
countenance.  Sighing  heavily,  the  duchess 
requested  h^  maternal  friend  would  ac* 
company  her  to  a  less  crowded  apartm^it 
—she  felt  sick  and  fainting.  The  alarmed 
lord  Ellesmere  presented  his  Arm,  with  all 
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the  ardent,  the  devoted  attachment  of  a 
youthful  lover. 

"  No,  my  lord  P'  and  the  beautiful  Fran- 
ces spoke  with  a  look  of  stem  determina- 
tion, though  her  voice  was  scarcely  audi- 
ble even  to  his  lordship ;  **  the  illness  you 
have  caused,  I  feel  the  air  of  Scotland  can 
only  cure ;  ap^nroach  me  again  this  even- 
ing, and  we  meet  no  more.  My  heart 
may  breaks  my  life  be  sacrificed  in  the 
struggle,  but  my  fair  fame  shall  not  be 
blasted  to  increase  your  triumph,  already 
too  great,  over  this  throbbing  heart ;  the 
finger  of  scorn  is  ready  to  mock  the  wretch- 
ed Frances — the  smile  of  contempt  has  al- 
ready curled  the  lip  of  the  malignant. 
Earl  of  EUesmere,  I  can  endure  no-  moie, 
even  for  you !  Again  I  repeat,  approach 
me  not,  or  we  meet  no  more  T 

Awed  by  the  solemnity  of  her  manner 
into  obedience,  lord  EUesmere  remained, 
secretly  execrating  tne  vanity  whidr^  by 
displaying  his  triumph,  might  deprive  him 
of  the  object  of  his  idolatry ;  but  agony 

amounted 
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amounted  to  torture,  as  he  saw  sir  Lionel 
Pgleby,  nephew  and  heir  to  lord  Conol- 
Ij,  with  glowing  admiration  in  his  look 
and  manner,  continue  stationary  during 
the  remainder  of  the  evening  near  the  love- 
inspiring  duchess,  who  smiled  in  happy 
gaiety  at  all  the  lively  sallies  of  the  witty 
baronet,  whose  form  and  manners  were 
well  suited  to  win  a  lady's  favour.  Rank 
and  &shion  grouped  round  the  signora  and 
bar  daughter,  and  all  seemed  to  enjoy  the 
holiday  of  bis  lordship's  absence; 

The  beam  of  morning  rested  on  the 
festive  party  assembled  at  lord  ClonoUy's 
before  they  thought  of  separating,  and 
this  separation  caused  a  thrill  of  terror 
through  the  bosom  of  the  fair  Frances, 
as  she  observed  the  wild  gloom  which 
darkened  the  brow  of  lord  EUesmere,  more 
heart-appalling  when  contrasted  with  the 
cheerful,  the  happy  countenance  of  sir 
Lionel  Ogleby,  and  felt  anxious  to  escape, 
in  the  security  of  her  chamber,  the  wither- 
ing firowns  of  the  love-frenzied  earL 

d4  The 
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The  iievt  4wf,  iesd  ConoSy  came  to 
MeFioii<«sqoare,  and  witli  Mm  bis  nepliew, 
sir  Licmel  O^eby^.  To  gratify  bis  imd^ 
sir  Lionel  ^ve  «ip  a  iirery  hicrailaye  sitim- 
tion  in  India,  and  was  but  itwo  days  in 
Ird^d^  vhen  tbe  fiiseinating  loveliness  cf 
Frances  fixed  bis  long-wavering  ftncy* 
Jjoci  EUesnere  neceired  tbis  unw^oome 
Tisitor  with  fiagid  ioMteur,  and  the  young 
baronet  supposing  it  the  natural  manner 
cxf  bis  lordsbip,  gare  not  a  second  thou^t 
to  the  gloomy  jead,  but,  with  all  the  graoe- 
m  gaiety  of  bigh-bnedAsbion,  emnmenced 
a  conyejsaition  witti  Hbat  ladies.  Deeper 
and  deeper  daricened  the  gloosti  on  Ihe 
brow  of  lord  Ellesmene^»  but  the  ehvSii- 
tions  of  bis  riige  e^uld  sesrody  be  sup* 
pressed,  as  be  beard  the  tsnaMpecking 
countess  invite  the  harooiet  and  his  luiob 
to  join  their  party  to  the  theatre  in  Ihe 
evening.  It  was  the  cmnmeBcemeiit  of 
the  i^er*season,  and  two  fijrst^nite  sfogets 
had  arrived  from  England. 

The  heart/of  the  signora  almost  trembled 

for 
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ftyf  the  fkm^  of  her  daughter,  as  she  saw 
the  bubble  reputation  ready  to  burst  on 
tiie  lips  of  lotd  £llesm€fe-*-as  she  saw  him 
ready  to  fulfil  the  threats  he  had  menaced 
but  three  days  before;  the  wide  gulph 
yawned,  of  blasted  fame  and  ruined  hap- 
piness, to  receive  thein ;  and  the  frenzy* 
determined  eye  of  lord  EUesmere  confirm- 
ed the  tale  of  devastation  and  ruin  was 
about  to  be  disclosed.  The  signoia  has- 
tened to  lord  EUesmere,  who,  stationed  in 
a  distant  part  of  the  room,  looked  a  glow- 
ing fiend,  watching  whom  he  might  de- 
stroy, and  softly  smd — **  Frances  wiH  not 
go  to  the  theatre  this  evening ;  she  will 
hot,  after  this  day,  my  lord,  receive  thj^ 
visits  of  sir  Lionel  Ogleby.  Crafei;  cruel 
lord  EUesmere,  to  wither  the  soft  rose  of 
beauty,  to  break  the  feithfal  heart  that  is 
all  your  own !" 

"  See  that  your  promise  is  fulfilled,  sig- 
hora,**  said  his  lordship,  sternly,  as  he  rose 
to  leave  the  room,  ^*  or  dread  my  ven- 
geance-** 
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The  signora,  brooding  over  more  deadly 
-vengeance,  resumed  her  seat;  her  ab- 
sence bad  not  been  observed,  sir  Lionel 
Ogleby  had  so  fascinated  the  attention  of 
the  party,  as  he  described  the  country  and 
the  customs  of  India.  The  appearance  of 
sir  Arthur  O'Dwyer  rallied  back  the  loves 
and  graces  to  the  smile  of  signora  da  Cor- 
tina, and  his  introduction  to  sir  Lionel 
gave  sufficient  time  to  calm  her  perturbed 
spirit,  which  could  not  rest,  till  the  ven- 
geance  she  had  secretly  sworn  against  lord 
EUesmere  was  accomplished. 

Sir  Arthur  took  his  station,  as  usual^ 
near  the  signora,  and  sir  Lionel  continued 
his  conversation,  to  which  the  fair  Frances 
listeneu  T^^jth  the  most  gratifyingattention. 
Sir  Arthur  remarked  her  cheek  was  pale^ 
her  countenance  pensive  almost  to  sadness* 

**  Ko  wonder,  poor  child,  when  her  old 

guardian  has  banished  her  smiles  and  her 
sweetheart  I  wrote  to  my  young  oousia 
Frank  when  I  left  you  yesterday,  ma'am, 
and  I  hope  he  will  soon  be  back,  for  we 

had 


IRISH  NECEOMANCEE.  5$ 

iiad  no  pleasure  in  life  among  us  some^ 
how  since  be  went  away ;  and  I  was  thinks 
ing  it  would  amuse  you  and  the  little 
duchess,  if  you  would  come  and  look  at 
Leixlip  Castle  to-morrow,  ma'am;  it  is 
painted  so  grand  and  so  gay,  and  so  im- 
proved and  so  altered,  all  ready  to  receive 
a  lovely  lady,  if  she  will  condescend  to 
be  the  queen  of  my  castle,  who  has  long 
been  the  empress  of  my  heart;  and  the  old 
furniture  must  be  all  changed,  for  the  love 
and  respect  I  bear  this  lovely  lady,  as  in 
duty  bound ;  and  I  hope  you  will  be  agree* 
able  to  give  your  opinion  and  directions 
about  the  window-curtains,  and  the  car- 
pets, and  the  chair-covers,  and  the  look- 
ing-glasses^, and  the  paintings,  for  I  will 
have  my  castle  as  grand  and  as  gay  as  the 
castle  of  my  cousin,  lord  Dunleer ;  and  if 
it  is  quite  agreeable,  we  will  go  without 
having  the  elders  at  our  heels,  ma'am ;  not 
that  I  mean  to  call  my  lady  the  countess 
elderly,  though  she  is  agrandmamma ;  but, 
to  my  mind^  we  would  be  just  as  agree- 

D.  6  able. 
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able  witlioiit  tliem  ^r  one  day,  iBec^ng  I  am 
not  aver  fond  of  my  lord  E&estnere*a  com- 
pany, since  his  bad  treatanent  of  my  yoxmg 
cousin  Frank;  and  I  see  no  i^^ason  in  life 
you  or  I  have  to  please  hkn,  or  a^  bis 
leave  about  whom  we  choose  to  many, 
ma'am." 

LfOve,  hope,  and  joy,  played  in  tb^  sm3e, 
and  danced  in  the  eyebeara,  of  the  beauti- 
ful signera,  as  she  replied,  with  witcMng 
sweej:ness — '^  We  cannot  go  to-mowow, 
dear  sir  Arthur;  but  on  the  following  mom- 
ing  lord  Conolly  gives  a  splendid  break- 
fast-party at  Bans  Soud  Fark'^— appropiiate 
name,  for  every  heart  is  without  care  be- 
neath his  festive  roof.  Her  grace  of  Dun'» 
bane  and  I  wiH  forego  this  splendid  entef- 
tainment,  to  seek  at  L^xlip  Castle  h£q>pi- 
ness  and  sir  Arthur  G'Dwyer* 

When  lord  Conolly  and  his  nepb^^ 
had  made  tiieir  parting  bows,  lady  Eiles- 
mere  regretted  the  engagement  which  pre- 
vented the  pleasant  young  baronet  ftora 
being  of  their  party  to  the  theatre  in  the 

evening, 


evening,  and  the  signora  felt  she  bad  been 
premature  in  addressing  locd  Ellesmere ; 
btit  for  her  unnecessary  caution,  he  had 
himself  heard  the  denial  of  sir  Lionet.  The 
open  terror  she  evinced  in  the  threatened 
hour  of  danger,  the  signora  justly  believed 
would  increase  the  triumph  of  his  lordship 
into  overbearing  power — into  slavish  con- 
trot.  From  that  hoiir  the  days  of  lord 
Ellesmere  were  numbered. — ^*  His  selfish 
nature  only  spared  the  fair  fame  of  my 
jAntoniette  to  secure  his  own,  which  every 
gust  of  jealous  passion  renders  more  care- 
less pf  exposure.**  Thus  thought  the  sig-- 
iKxra  da  Cortina,  as  she  determined  the 
grave  should  silence  the  frenzied  l^bble* 
for  ever,  before  his  threatened  vengeance 
should  engulph  them  in  misery  pro&und. 
The  manners  of  lord  Ellesmere  assumed 
on  this  eveiring  a  haughtiness  of  control, 
never  witnessed  before  by  the  beautifbl 
Frances.  He  never  left  her  side  at  the 
theatre,  and  his  angry  brow  hurled  defi- 
ance at  every  one  who  approached  or  at- 

tempted 
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tempted  to  address  the  duchess.    While 
proud  of  his  triumph,  lord  EUesmere  en- 
joyed the  heartache  impressed  on  her  pallid 
features^  as  with  bitter  irony  his  lordship 
asked,  if  her.  visit  to  Scotland  was  de-- 
feyed  to  gratify  the  wishes  of  sir  Lionel 
Ogleby,  whose  glowing  love  was  reflected 
on  her  features  in  the  morning,  not  wan  and 
weary  as  they  now  appeared  ? — "  Change- 
ling! is  the  festive  smile  of  Hammersleyr 
so  soon  forgotten— banished  by  his  friends 
far  from  your  wanton  wiles  ?     Nay,  start 
not,  lady ;  I  saw  your  cheek  fanned  by 
the  breath  of  wanton  dalliance — I  saw  your 
head  recline  upon  hiis^  bosom,  and  marked 
the  triumph  of  his  smile,  which  wrung 
my  heart  to  agony,  to  madness ;  yet  he  too 
is  forgotten  for  a  newer  lover^  who  sunned 
your  cheek  with  beauty  this  very  mom,, 
as  you  gave  credence  to  his  gabled  non<^ 
sense." 

Absolute  were  the  commands  of  his 
lordship  not  to  appear  at  tl^e  d^eun4  of 
lord  Conolly — never  to.  smile  again  on 

sir. 
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sir  Lionel  Oglebjr.  All  this  was  convey- 
ed in  so  low  a  voice,  with  such  cautious 
care^  that  the  countenance  of  the  fair  wi- 
dow only  toM  the  discourse  of  lord  Elles-^ 
mere  was  unpleasing,  and  the  torture  he 
wished  to  inflict  was  increased  in  propor- 
tion as  it  was  meekly  endured.  The 
duchess  spoke  not — smiled  not;  and  the 
earU  weary  at  length  of  her  insensibility, 
ceased  to  upbraid  her,  and  remained  in 
^oomy  silence,  disturbed  only  by  jealous 
watchfulness^  till  the  entertainment  was 
ccHicluded. 


CHAP. 
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CHAPTER  Iir. 
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The  Poisoned  Cupi 

The  n^xt  day  no  reproach  met  the  ear  of 
lord  EUesmere  for  his  cruel  and  insulting 
conduct  the  preceding  evening ;  but  soft 
and  sweetly-conciliating  were  the  manners 
of  the  signora  and  her  daughter. — "  To 
win-  your  favour,  to  prove  my  love,"  said 
the  beauteous  Frances,  "  I  will  give  up 
the  festive  party  at  lord  Conolly's  to- 
morrow, careless  of  censure  or  remark,  and 
remain  at  Hubert  Castle  with  lady  Ro- 
sabel the  entire  morning." 

Soothed  into  security,  love's  happy 
dream  again  filled  the  bosom  of  lord  EUes- 
mere, and  humanized  his  temper  into 
gaiety. 

"  How  very  provoking/*  said  lady  El- 

lesmere,. 


laBmere^ivetiiilly,  ^'  tfattsir  Ardmr  CDwy- 
er  shovM  fix  on  (ihe  momif^  of  loid  Co* 
noUy*^  entertainment,  to  parade  you  over 
)m  odious  old  fright  of  a  castle,  sognora ! 
if  he  kept  patdiing  anrid  painting  it  till  the 
day  of  judgment^  it  is  fit  for  nothing,  uitev 
all,  but  owls  and  jackdaws  to  live  in,  and 
I  h<^e  your  first  act,  as  lady  O'Dwyer, 
w3l  be  to  pull  down  the  old  manastery* 
looking  castle." 

^  How  strangely  you  tsSk,  Louisa  T  said 
the  marchioness.  **  LeixUp  Castle  ism  very 
noble  maniaon ;  sir  Arthur  has  expended 
a  v«ry  large  sum  of  money  on  it  tYjoB  sum- 
mer, and  instead  of  pulling  it  down,  sig^ 
nora,  I  hope  you  will  give  us  many  plea- 
sant parties  in  it  as  lady  O'^Dwyer.'* 

The  next  morning  lord  Eliesmere  join- 
ed tke  signora  and  her  daughter  at  break- 
fa^,  and  sthoFtly  after,  the  gardener  of  sir 
Arthur  O'Dwyer  brought  a  curious  ex- 
otic, a  present  from  his  niaster  to  tiiie  sig- 
nora,  whicb  he  would  give  to  no  otli^ 
hand  than  her  own«  as  he  wished  to  teU 

the 
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the  lady  herself  the  method  of  curing,  as 
he  called  it,  this  very  delicate  plant. 

As  signora  da  Cortina  left  the  room, 
lord  EUesmere  pressed  the  cup  he  had  just 
received  from  her  hand  to  the  lips  of  the 
beautiful  Frances. — "  Taste,  dearest  Fanny, 
and  nectarize  the  cup." 
,   To   gratify  his   lordship,  the  dudiess 
took  nearly  a  third  part  of  the  chocolate, 
and  lord  EUesmere  affecting  all  the  gal- 
lantry of  a  youthful  lov^r,  swallowed  the 
remainder,  gaily  saying  it  was  nectar  di- 
vine,, balmed  by  her  honeyed  lip. 
'  On  the  return  of  the  signora^  who  had 
received  a  most  flattering  biSet  from  sir 
Arthur,  to  remind  her  of  the  promised 
visit  to  his  castle,  lord  EUesmere  hurried 
them  away,  evidently  anxious  they  should 
be  on  the  road  to  Lucah  before  the  mar- 
ehioness  (»*  lady  EUesmere  made  their  ap- 
pearance.   Sir  Arthur  met  them  at  the 
entrance  of  Ldxlip  Castle,  and  drew  an 
arm  of  eadi  smiling  beauty  through  his 
own. 

They 
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They  entered  the  grand  saloon,  in  which 
*were  the  archbishop  of  Toledo,  the  lords 
Dunleer  and  Heatherly,  doctor  Clements, 
Mr.  Gordon,  and  another  barrister  of  emi- 
nence, Mr.  Ponsaby.  The  archbishop  rose 
to  meet  sir  Arthur  and  his  fair  companions. 
— **  Bosalie  des  Tormes  r  he  exclaimed, 
in  the  Spanish  language ;  **  oh,  how  little 
changed !  still  perfect  in  loveliness,  though 
twenty  years  have  passed  since  last  we 
parted.  Is  this  yoiing  beauty  your  daugh- 
ter, the  daughter  of  my  nephew,  don  Juan 
St  Carlos?" 

The  cheek  of  signora  da  Cortina  remain- 
ed unchanged,  unfaded  by  this  address ;  a 
look  of  softest  pity  stole  over  her  features, 
as  she  gently  asked  the  baronet — ^\  Is  the 
insanity  of  this  venerable  old  man  harm- 
less ?  or  is  it  the  dotage,  the  imbedlity  of 
cid  age  that  makes  him  address  me  by  a 
name  strange  to  me  as  his  own  person  ?" 

'*  I  am  not  mad,  Rosalie  des  Tonnes^'" 

said  the  archbishop,  with  placid  dignity, 

who,  though  he  could  not  speak  tlie  Eng>- 

lish 
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lish  language,  understood  it  sufficiently  to 
comprehend  the  meantng  of  her  words; 
•*  and  if  'seventy  years  have  comMned  to 
unsummer  my  brow,  reason  and  memory 
are  still  unbroken  by  time.  Will  it  please 
you  more  if  I  address  you  as  Rob^t 
Bruce,  the  wdl-acted  orphan  boy,  the  con- 
sin  of  Edward  marquis  of  North  Elgin  ? 
Have  you  no  recollection  of  this  stiletto,, 
which  I  took  from  your  hand  twenty-one 
years  ago  in  the  courtyard  of  the  paUaeib?" 
"  How  he  raves,  poor  old  man!"  said 
the  signora,  gently.  "  At  the  period  he 
speaks  of,  1  was  the  happy  wife  of  signor 
da  Cortina,  which  the  certificate  of  my 
marriage,  now  in  my  cabinet  at  Memon- 
square,  will  pwve  unquestionaMy,  and 
with  it  is  the  register  of  my  birth,  as  Eu- 
genia, only  daughter  of  the  marchese  del 
Rio*  The  regkter  of  the  signor  my  hus^ 
band's  death  is  also  in  my  posseission ;  but 
I  am  acting  like  a  being  devoid  of  reason," 
continued  the  signora,  with  proud  dignity^ 
<'  by  atte»ipth)g  to  r^ute,  with  prooft 

substantial^ 


subatantials  the  auy  aoeusatipiw  of  a  min^ 
diseased  Wafl(  I  br^iig^t  biting  to  be 
bated  ii^tp  madoei^  by  a  m^mim?'  1 
Ivuve  powjeifiil  firimds^  sir  Arkhiur  0'Dw3f^ 
er^  ayd  by  th^  power  this  luiMlic  d^fSk 
be  removed  to  w  appro^mte  habitatU>Q» 
nor  suffered  to  range  at  borg^  to  spread 
his  brain-crazed  fantasies  arpundj  &ncgring 
he  knows  not  what>  and  knows  not  why — 
to  sully  reputations^  or  defitroy — ^tb^i 
laj^gh  with  idiot  folly,  as  the  bubUe  bmrstft 
of  hi^  owB  leaking." 

^*  Have  you  no  recollection  of  the  con- 
vent of  St.  Ursulas  frcnn  which  you  escaped 
with  the  gay  ai^d  gallant  i^acquis  of  North 
Elgin  ?  Have  you  no  recoUeciion  of  th^ 
doge's  palace  at  Venice^  near  whidi  you 
{dunged  tlii$  stiletto  in  hi«  side,  and  left 
hiro  all  but  dead  ?  From  his  own  lips  I 
heard  the  fatpl  tru^b,  Isadora  of  It^y^ 
who  dragged  the  deadly  ^l^et  for  coqnt 
D-Aveyro  at  Madrid^  apeaks  and  depy 
these  chi^rges  if  you,  can  ?" 

The  signora  stood  firm  and  cc^lected; 

innocenee 


T9  iMJsa  HBdoiCAif csDb 

of  her  VMther.^-*^' Oh^  a^ofi^  I  ba^ra  been 
quite  ride  ever  aneelord^miesnwre  feteod 
me  to  taste  bis  dioeolate." 

These  woids^  spoken  vith  dfficuhjr, 
were  the  last  the  fior  Frances  e^ner  utter'* 
ed.  Every  symptom  of  apoplexy  appear- 
ed ;  the  struggle^  though  violent,  was  short, 
and  with  her  last  sigh  fled  finr  ev.er  the 
senses  of  signora  da  Gortina*  Wildly  she 
nrved,  and  dreadful  were  llie  in^recaitiom 
she  lavished  on  all  around  her.  Then 
suddenly  cJiamging,  sli»  addressed,  her 
daughter-«p-^  Why  so  silent,  my  Anko* 
meite?.  Droop  not,  my  beauteous  lily! 
What  have  we  to  fear?  £llesmere  is  si* 
•lent,  and  for  ever — siloit  as  the  infimt 
Fiances— silent  as  jyAiifeyro !  He  cannot 
mar  your  hopes,  or  blast  your  fame^  my 
xoie  of  beauty  T  Then  lau^ng  wildly, 
she  exclaimed*^^^  Most  potent,  grave,  and 
reverend  senor  tbe  arohbishop,  I  will  peove 
you  mad  or  doting  ere  we  part !  Fool* 
nb  girl,  why  do  you  weep?  is  not  every 
tiling  arranged  to  prove  me  the  wife,  the 

widow 
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widow  of  signor  da  Cortina  ?  Poor  little 
girl^  she  died  in  the  same  ship  which 
carried  me  from  Spain.  I  got  possession 
of  her  papers — I  thought  they  might  he 
useful  when  I  took  h^  name ;  the  wretch- 
ed  young  widow,  banished  by  her  family 
for  unequal  union,  is  now  my— my  spesu: 
and  shield.  Pious  AntcHiio  St  Carlos, 
the  deep  grave  yawns  to  receive  you ;  thi- 
ther will  I  send  him,  my  Antoniette ;  il- 
lu^trissimo,  most  potent,  explore  from  its 
dark  confines,  if  you  can,  the  regions  of 
bright  immortality;  beyond  it,  give  me 
earth  and  all  its  joy  s  */'  and  again  she  laugh- 
ed with  horrid  wildness. 

The  maniac  suddenly  changed  to  pen- 
sive sadness. — **  Sleep  on,  my  child,  and 
I  will  sing  your  lullaby ;  and  I  will  pluck 
the  freshest  roses — ^the  fairest  lilies— -to 
compose  your  pillow;  and  honeyed  dew 
shair  balm  your  eyelids,  my  beauteous 
daughter:  my  sooUiing  song,  shall  tiot 
awake  you,  dearest  f  and  the  witching 
harmony  of  her  voice  sounded  like  aeriid 

▼OL,  iiL  E  music 


74  msH  KficaoKANesB. 

« 

mufiie  tluough  the  apaitmentjt  ^  ^^  a^« 
noia  suDg  a  oonventual  vequiem  fi>r  the 
dead* — ^  Who  are  yon?-**  she  hastajr-  ex- 
daimedf  her  eyes  ^rkling  with  aS  the 
ivild  lustre  of  insanity,  as  they  rested  ki 
steady  gaze  on  Mf.  Pcmsaby^  **  Ok,  bow 
I  knpw ;  yoi^  are  lord  William-  S^dsay. 
Look  not  so  sternly,  Williain  of  Dunhane 
— I  only  righted  bitter  wrong  wh^  my  sti^ 
letto.  drank  the  life-blood  of  youF  brother. 
Falser  peijured^  faithless.  Edward,  Isadora 
is  revenged."'  Then  screaming  with  terri^ 
fie  violence,  she  exelaiined — •*  Duke  of 
Dugbane,  touci^  not  my  ch^d— wi&e  not 
my  Antoniette;  she  is  no  longer  your 
bride;  the  gi^ve'has  divided  you  and  her 
forevQc:  you^shajl  not  tear  her-  froDa  roe, 
merciless  duke.  Ofa«  North  £|gin— oh, 
once-beloved^  once-idolized  Edward^  spare 
my  child!  drag  her  not  wi};h  you  to  the 
ccid  damp  tomb !  she  only  sl^ps.  North 
Elgin.  Ar^yon  indeed^  so  changedr— 
have,  you  no.  mercy,  Edward?;  H^l 
help !  and  save  my  diild  j^^'  and  ber^  stoill 
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icreanM  of  frenzied  agony  echoed-  throagb 
the  castle,  as  the  signora  clasped  stilt 
closer  the  day-cold  form  of  the  duchess  to 
her  bosom*  Violent  convulsions  shook 
her  frame — nature  could  sustain  the  shock 
no  longer*  The  robe  of  the  duchess  was 
dyed  with  blood — it  flowed  over  her  mar- 
bled bosom;  the  wretched  mother  had 
burst  a  blood-vessel,  and  her  own  violence 
hastened  her  dissolution.  No  human  aid 
eould  «ave  her,  and  the  very  superior  me* 
dical  skill  of  doctor  Clements,  in  both  cases, 
had  been  tried  in  vain. 

The  archbishop,  with  pious  fervour, 
j^igned  the  cross  on  his  foMiead  and  bosom, 
as  he  softly  exclaimed — *^  He  that  is  migh- 
ty hath  gotten  himself  the  victory.  Mo- 
numents of  divine  retribution,  how  are  ye 
fallen  ?"  Yet  believing  the  prayer  of  the 
righteous  man  availeth  much,  even  after 
death,  he  ordered  daily  prayers  to  be  ofl 
fered  up,  in  his  own  private  chapel  at  the' 
Vale  of  St  Carlos,  for  the  spiritual  repose 
of  Isadora  and  her  daughter;  and  when 
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restored  to  his  country  and  his  rank,  tlu^ 
senor  illustrissimo  still  continued  his  sup- 
plications to  the  throne  of  mercy  for  par- 
don and  for  peace. 

A  messenger  now  arrived  at  Leixlip 
Castle,  to  inform  the  marquis  of  Heather- 
ly,  that  his  uncle,  lord  Eilesmere,  had  ex- 
pired suddenly,  and  lady  Ellesmere  stiU 
continued  insensible  when  he,  the  mes- 
senger of  evil  tidings,  left  Merion- square. 
A  heavy  fall  in  the  breakfast-room  had 
brought  the  servants  to  witness  the  dying 
struggle  of  their  lord.  Medical  aid  was 
called  in  with  ineffectual  haste,  but  hu- 
man aid  was  useless — unavailing.  At 
first  the  physicians  had  pronounced  his 
death  was  caused  by  apoplexy ;  but  doctor 
P observed  in  one  of  the  breakfast- 
cups,  which  had  not  been  removed,  a 
strange-looking  fluid,  dark  dingy  yellow; 
little  indeed  remained,  but  sufficient  to 
prove  lord  Ellesmere  had  died  by  poison. 

The  signora  fearing  that  twenty  years 
niigfat  have  weakened  the  efficacy  of  this 

deadly 
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deadly  powder,  had  doubly  drugged  the 
cup;  and  lord  Ellesmere  had  so  engaged 
the  attention  of  her  daughter,  that  all  had 
passed  unseen,  save  by  that  all-seeing  eye 
from  whom  no  secrets  are  hid,  and  the 
crime  of  this  wretched  woman  became  her 
punishment. 

By  degrees  the  horrid  stdry  was  im- 
parted  to  the  countess,  softened  indeed  in 
the  expression^  as  far  as  truth  would  ad- 
mit of;  and  the  deeply-afflicted  countess 
acknowledged,  with  artless  sorrow,  the 
blameable  weakness  of  her  mind»  whicb 
'had  been  duped,  despite  of  her  better 
judgment,  by  the  artful  blandishments  of 
the  Italian,  while  she  drew  the  veil  with 
light  and  gentle  hand  over  the  fail- 
ings of  her  murdered  lord ;  but  the  mar- 
chioness, except  in  the  presence  of  her 
daughter,  shewed  no  respect,  and  little 
mercy,  to  the  memory  of  her  son-in-law,, 
and  endeavoured  to  veil,  with  the  errors 
of  lord  Ellesmere,  her  own  weak  impro- 
priety of  conduct,  -to  give  it  no  harsher 

£  3  xisme. 
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I^aln^,  for  the  fevourites  of  tHe  narcbior 
Hess  0^  Qeatherly  were  fieUom  in  fault, 
hc^csdf  the  most  &voiired,.  the  most  fault- 
less pf  all. 

The  kind  hearted  Flom  OBrien  assisted 
^dy  Rosabel  to  sooth  the  sorrows  of  her 
widowed  mother ;  the  wounded  spirit  of 
I^dy  £llesmere  was  consoled  by  their 
jkiodness^  and  gr^^eful  for  their  unwearied 
:^ttentian.  The  countess  could  boast  no 
superior  strength  of  understanding,  but 
J)^  hi^rt  was  pure  and  guileless;  she 
jraked  npt  the  ^shes  of  the  dead,  but  be- 
lieved  tbem,  like  the  venerable  St  Carlos, 
to  be  objects  of  divine  retribution,  whose 
primes  had  been  their  punishment  Lady 
Ellesmere  only  remembered  the  virtues  of 
her  husband,  and  the  pious  widow  hoped 
a  life  of  rectitude  would  atone  for  one  so- 
litary error — "  The  song  of  the  syien  has 
beguiled  us  both ;  and  that  man  must  be 
ipQre  than  mortal  that  could  resist  its 
pitching  sweetness." 

Kot  so  the  marchioness,  who  never  ac^ 

knowledged 


kJMfwledifjed  tr  believed  heilself  in  &rror. 
laord  EUemn^ei^  Mraft  slanllped)  in  her  <^i- 
nlDiH  IIS  a  vile  seducer;  aAd  th6  p<^8oned 
eup  might  have  been  dfiig|ged  by  his  own 
luffid,  and  her  sweetest  Ffanees,  her  niueh^ 
loved  signora,  fallen  the  Victims  of  his 
fienzied  jealousy.  The  marebiohess  sick- 
lied of  Itll  around  her— ^th^  sdothing  voice 
of  adulation  was  now  no  tnore^  that  hailed 
bef  as  perfection  here  on  earth ;  her  plans 
were  all  deranged — r^idered  abortive ;  she 
bad  been  juggled  and  deceived  by  her  flu- 
milyi  most  so  by  her  favourite  grandehild. 
LfOrd  Coldbrook^  whom  th0.  mat-ehioness 
never  «ouId  estieeita,  because  he  could  not 
fli^tter^  wai  eveiy  way  triumphant;  the 
beaudfiil  fpx)Ve  wodld  be  destroyed,  to  gra- 
tify Ihs  <iherished  Whim>  and  the  moralis- 
ing Henry  enjoy  the  splendid  fortune  of 
lady  !RosabeIi;  and  Heatbetly,  whom  she 
so  anxiously  endeavoured  to  enrichi  was 
abdut  td  w^  an  untitled  daughter  of  {)o- 
Veity^  bBi  in  the  bitterness  of  her  soul,  the 
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treated  with  respect,  with  the  utmost 
kindness  by  all,  their  kindness  was  re- 
ceived with  thankless  coldness;  the  ho- 
neyed praise  of  Frances  was  now  no  more; 
no  longer  was  she  adulated  beyond  mor- 
tality by  the  harmonious,  the  siJver-toned 
voice  of  signora  da  Cortina — ^fallen  from 
her  airy  height  to  mere  mortality^  tte 
marchioness  sickened  at  the  prospect  of 
every  one  being  happy,  according  to  thehr 
own  ideas  of  happiness,  without  her  gui- 
dance and  without  her  rule,  and  deter- 
mined at  once  te  leave  a  country  wbeire 
she  felt  humbled,  disgusted,  and  unhappy; 
and  the  morning  after  the  interment  of  her 
deeply-regretted  favourites,  the  marchio- 
ness of  Heatherly  left  Ireland ;  and  though 
her  family  felt  the  unkiiidness  of  her  lady- 
ship's conduct,  their  patience  was  relieved 
from  a. heavy  burden  by  her  absence. 

The  body  of  lord  EUesmere  was  attend- 
ed to  the  family  burial-place,  in  Cumbeiv 
land,  by  the  marquis  of  Heatherly,  lord 
Dunleer,   sir  Arthur  CXIlwyey,   colonel 

and 
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and  Lucius  O'Brien.  This  unexpected 
compliment  to  the  memory  of  her  lord 
sunk  deep  into  the  grateful  heart  of  the 
widowed  countess,  who  wept  the  thanks 
she  was  unequal  to  express ;  and  as  the 
manner  of  his  death  precluded  any  display 
of  the  greatness  usual  on  such  occasions,. 
the  marquis  of  Heatherly  followed  the 
wise  counsels  of  lord  Dunleer,  and  mourn- 
ed,  without  pomp  or  parade,,  his  errorsi 
and  his  death.. 

When  lady  EDesmere  was  informed  of 
the  marriage  of  lady  Rosabel,  she  pressed 
the  cherub  boy  to  her  bosom  with  tearful 
delight — "  Delay  not,  dearest  Rosabel,  to 
impart  this  blessing  to  your  husband,  as 
yet  unknown  to  his  heart — the  smiles  of 
his  first-bom — ^the  glowing  throb  of  pater- 
nal  love ;  and  may  your  wedded  life  be  as 
perfect  in  happiness  as  your  own  spotless 
purity — as  unclouded  by  evil  or  by  error 
as  the  virtues  of  your  husband.  Entreat 
me  not,  Rosabel — I  cannot  accompany 

E  a  youi 
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ycm  to  England;  I  am  well  awase  my 
errors  lyill  not  only  he  forgiven,  but  for* 
gotten,  by  the  unerring  Henry  and  his 
father ;  but  I  must  have  time,  my  chitd, 
to  fo^giye  my selt— forget  I  never  can.  My 
blessing  and  my  prayers  go  with  you, 
sv^eetesit  I^osia;  my  presence  would  but 
Qiar  your  happiness;  and  if  peace  is  agaia 
r^^ffir^  to  this  lacerated  bojsom,  my  first 
joyfuJ\  Q^ile  fi(hall  be  shared  with  Rosa^ 
and  her  husband.  My  kind  friend,  Mr& 
Q'Bri^en,  re;ading  my  very  wishes,  has  re- 
q|.U(?«,ted  Dfte  to  remain  her  guest  for  some 
ipon^tb^ — ^how  very,  very  kind !  I  accept 
lier  cqqsicierate  kindness  without  scruple, 
a^s^  I  a^ea^y  cpnsider  myself  bound  to  this 
ami^Jtii^  a|id  much-esteemed  firiend  by  kin- 
dred, ties;  her  daughter,  the  lovely  Floia, 
ha;s,  secured  the  heart  of  him,  by  every 
one  but  you  believed  unmatched  on  earthy 
sjive  by  this  peerless  girl,  whom,  in  my 
deepest  hours  of  sorrow,  I  have  moi;e  thao 
9nce  been  tempted  to  believe  a  ministering 

angel 
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ng^ ddiomded  ftem  liar  native  sldee^  to 
p^wc  the  helm-  of  oeii0okitk>n  kite  the  he-* 
wm*(^ weak  add  eisiiig .Aioptali^.'' 


CHAPTER  IV: 


The  First  Day  of  September. 

luUEmiA^n^jit  i^r  the  death  of  lord  El- 
lesmere,  young  Hammersley  left  Wales; 
endeared  to  every  heart,  at  Le welly n 
Casde;  but  O'Dowd  oould  scarcely  eon* 
eeal  hh  sorrow^,  when  the  light-hearted 
Frank  pressed  his  hand  with  s^fectionate 
goodwills — ^*  Farewell^  cousin  Hugh/'  he 
sportively  said,  "  I  will  seize,  the  conju- 
wr^s  beard  on  his  books,  though  I  ransack 
earth,  air,«  and  sea,,  for.  his  abod^,.  till  I 
make  him  confess*  our  rdationship,  my: 
gentle  ooz;.and  when  we  meet  again,  I  will 
be  the  barbing^  of  strange^  miarvdlous* 

js^  6  strange 
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Strange  tidings;  and  rest  on  my  faith  and 
honour,  noble  lord,  a  stranger  tongue  will 
tell  a  stranger  tale  of  wonders  when  next 
we  meet.  FareweD,  my  iiiends;  forget 
not  the  prophetic  Hammersley;"  and 
springing  into  his  carriage,  he  was  out  of 
sight  the  next  moment,  every  one  believ- 
ing,  but  O'Dowd,  all  he  said  to  be  the 
wild  effusions  of  his  sportive  and  prolific 
fancy. 

Poor  O'Dowd  clung  to  the  hope  of  re- 
lationship, and  Hammerstey  with  iron 
grasp  that  could  not  be  shaken. — **  Why 
should  he  deceive  me  ?  Mr.  Haramersley 
is  too  good,  too  kind  to  amuse  himself  at 
irty  expence,  merely  to  laugh  at  my  folly, 
when  he  knows  in  his  heart  there  is  not 
one  in  the  wide  world  I  would  so  soon  be 
related  to,  excepting  only  my  best,  my 
earliest  friend,  major  Packenham.** 

The  following  morning  lord  Coldbrook 
received  a  letter  by  post  from  the  secret 
guardian  of  major  Packenham,  requesting 
the  earl  would  meet  him  at  Elm  wood 

Castle 
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Castle  the  first  of  September,  on  which 
day  his  near  relationship  to  Percy  Packen- 
ham  would  be  fully  proved.  The  writer 
earnestly  entreated  lord  Coldbrook  would 
give  up  his  intention  of  going  to  Elm  wood 
Castle  till  the  appointed  time,  as  it  would 
deprive  his  lordship  of  much  unexpected 
pleasure,  and  derange  the  plans  of  one 
who  had  been  for  thirteen  years  the  faith- 
ful guardian  of  his  kinsman.  Rosabel  and 
Heatherly  would  be  at  Elmwood  Castle 
on  this  eventful  day,  and  with  them  two, 
relations  lord  Coldbrook  never  saw  or  heard 
of,  one,  if  not  both  of  whom  would  be  in- 
finitely more  prized,  more  valued  than  the 
highly-favoured  young  man  who  had  been 
so  long  obtruded  on  the  hospitality  and- 
kindness  of  his  lordship. 

No  air  of  command  breathed  through- 
this  elegantly-worded  and  finely-written^ 
letter ;  all  was  winning-soft,  kihdly-conci- 
liating. — *^  We  must  humour  my  lord  the 
conjurer,**  said  the*  smiling  earl,  **  who 
seems  to  have  changed  his  nature,  and 

writes 
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writer  like  lady  fidr,  sd  smdoA  «id  <&¥3 ; 
but  f&t  onee,  my  d^ar  F^rey^  your  fiden^ 
the  wizard,  is  mistakeh ;  no  new  rdati?^ 
he  ean  hoeas-pocas  hither  can  ev»  be 
more  endeared  to  my  afSsetHoiM^^Hmae 
llig^y  valued  than  yourselE'' 

On  the  first  day  of  Bept^mheR,  the  gfrf«a^ 
ef  Ehnwood'  Ca&tk  opened  td  recei¥^  their 
noble  owner.  Ab  lord  Col&rook  dscendtd 
lAte  steps  of  hia  castle,  his  head  became 
^ddy,  and  he  leaned  for  support  on  ma- 
j^  Packenbaa>«r-*-'  My  loird  the  conjureiv 
baa  be^  here,"  said  the  earl,  aideavour'^ 
ingto  shake  off  the  weakness  whkh  o]^ 
liress^  him.  *^  Harry,^  db  you.  perceive 
any.  alteration^— any  change  in  Elmwood' 
Park?" 

*^  Every  thing  arefimd  me  seems  chang*^ 
ed|^"  replied  ¥itzaiibiirne>  whose  changeAil 
colour  deciared  the  astonishment  he*  exfjeu* 
cienced^  **  and  the  wishes  of  my  great* 
grandfather  finalfy  aceomplished." 

The  wall  which  divided  ElmwoedrPlukv 
%>m  the  Grove  had.  beeuc  tsdien  down;. 

numerous  i 


numerous  her^  cf  deer»  of  faned  kihcl 
and  yaried  beautj,  bounded  through  the 
extensive  rang^  rich  in  luxuriant  varietur 
ef  foliage— the  Giove  Houses  newly  paint-^ 
ed  and  embellished^  was  railed  i&  with  suck 
tasteful  eliegance,  that  the  most  fastidioua 
could  not  make  a  faulk,  or  say  aughft  waa 
wanting  to  omaaieiU;  the  aplen^  scenes 
where  nalui^e  and  art  so  sweetly  bleindfed; 
in  happy  unison^  The  plaA  (^  the  late 
lord  Ci^dbrook  had  beea  exactly  followed^, 
except  where  change  g^ve  gieater  e£feet> 
to  scenic  beauty;  and  the  piesent  earl,, 
with  unq;ualified  surprise^  declared  that 
plan  bad  never  been^  out  of  his  possession; 
since  the  death  of  his  grandfather. 

The  wildeied  steward  could  give  no  ae^> 
coun;k  how  this  change  was  ^ected;  two^ 
dfekyi^  b^re  the  park  wall  had  suddraly 
disappeared — strange  herds  of  deer  boiknds-. 
ed  from  every  oomer'— every  thing  bore 
its  present  appearance,,  as  if  by  aicbant- 
ment-Tand  the  humble  opinion  and  firm; 

belief 
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belief  of  Mr.  Smith  was,  all  was  the  work 
^  necromancy  or  magic. 

•*  There  is  Mr.  Hammersley  ;  I'm  sure  it 
IS  him!"  exclaimed  CKDowd,  who  was' 
standing  near  a  window,  from  which  he 
had  a  full  view  of  the  park ;  *'  and  that  is 
my  lord  marquis  of  Heatherly,  walking 
beside  the  beautiAil  young  lady  with  an 
in&nt  in  her  arms;  but  I  do  not  know 
who  that  noble  gentleman  is  that  steps  so 
grand  and  so  graceful,  with  a  lady  leaning 
on  his  arm,,  covered  all  over  with  a  veil.** 

The  next  moment  lord  Fitzaubume  was' 
seen  bounding  as  swiftly  over  the  park  as 
the  light-footed  tenant  of  the  shade ;  de- 
light swelling  to  rapturous  ecstasy,  as  the- 
first  throb  of  paternal  love  glowed  in  his 
heart,  as  he  pressed  his  first-bom  to  his 
bosom,  cradled  in  the  arms  of  the  loved 
and  lovely  mother. 

With  fiien^y  zeal  major  Packenham- 
extenuated,  the  conduct  of  lord  Fitzau- 
bume to  his  father ;  related  the  manner  of 

his. 
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his  forced  marriage,  and  his  reasons  for 
oonoe$dment,  that  the  actions  of  his  father, 
so  duteously  beloved,  might  remain  free 
and  unfettered ;  and  with  all  the  glowing 
energy  of  truth  and  nature,  the  major 
sketched  the  kindness,  the  guardian  care, 
the  gentle  Rosa  had  experienced  in  a  land 
of  strangers. — **  Surely,  my  lord,  you  will 
pardon  an  offence  so  unpremeditated. 
Heatherly,  the  noble-minded  Heatherly, 
is  most  to  blame ;  and  blame  him  if  you 
can.*" 

"  Blame  him  for  wfc^t  ?  And  what 
have  I  to  pardon  ?*'  cried  the  joy-enfeebled 
earl.  **  Support  me,  dearest  Percy,  till  I 
bless  my  children ;  for  this  full  tide  of  hap- 
piness flowing  over  my  heart  has  weaken- 
ed me  to  infancy ;"  and  the  blessing  which 
flowed  fix>m  the  pure  and  thankful  heart 
of  the  good  earl,  extended  with  sponta- 
neous effusion  over  the  heads  of  Heatherly 
and  Fackenham,  whom  he  called,  next  to 
his  Henry  and  Rosabel,  the  children  of  his 
souVs  best  affection. — ^^  Pardon  me,  noble 

stranger^** 
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«traiiger>*  said  the^ari,  "if  Ihjive^Jpefcf. 
«d  ui^gmteful  or  ne^edtiml;  thii  uaex* 
pected  blesaifig,  this  chefub  boy^  iniut 
plead  my  i^xdogy ;  v^doom^  ooUe  stma^ 
^bt^  fiiend  of  my  persecuted  R0sdbe)-«of 
ray  seocmd  Julianna." 

Lord  DunkeTi  fer  it  wm  liim>  took  the 
offered  hand  of  lord  Cddbrook^  and  press- 
ed it  with  emotion  to  his  bo80i»r — **  Sore- 
ly, surely,''  said  his  lordship,  ^  J[  hs(Ve 
seen  that  &oe  before.  Sixteen  years  hav^ 
passed  away,  yet  such  a  countenance  so 
noble,  so  Taried  in  exfoessioii,  ooidd  never 
be  forgotten.  May  I  aidc^  if  you  and  aii^ 
other  g^itleman,  habited  in  the  deepest 
mourning,  att^ided  the  fbneral  of  ftf 
^andfather  at  the  period  I  speak  oT?  the 
grief,  the  uncomm<m  elegance  of  both 
rested  for  years  on  my  imagination ;  and 
the  secret  mourners  of  my  grandfather  I 
mourned  at  not  bemg  able  to  trace." 

**  Have  you  any  recollection,  my  lori, 
of  our  parting  conversation?" 

^^  Every  word  is  registered  in  my  heart 

Yott 
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You  said,  if  Heaven  so  willed,  in  sixieea 
years  we  ^should  meet  again ;  and  yoar 
cooipanion,  as  he  pressed  my  hand,  said 
I  would  hear  of  kindred  daims  still  un- 
known.** 

"  Have  you  any  recollection,  tny  lord, 
of  your  sister;  who  resided  with  her  aunt, 
lady  Lester,  near  Clifden  ?" 

"  My  beauteous  Lydia !  IJevcr  can  I 
forget  l)er ;  she  died  in  her  sixteenth  year, 
when  I  was  in  Switzerland  with  my  irndti; 
the  late  Mr.  Lewellyn;  I  daily  contem* 
plate  her  picture,  placed  near  that  of  tny 
long-lost  Julianna;  I  contemplate  them 
with  the  hope  each  angel-form  is  now  bear 
tified  in  heaven/* 

Lord  Dunleer  suddenly  threw  aside  the 
veil  which  covered  the  face  and  form  of 
his  companion. 

**  Lydia  Percival!  My  sister,  Lydia 
Percival !''  exclaimed  lord  Coldhrook,  as 
he  sunk  fainting  on  the  bosom  of  his  son. 

This  momentary  weakness  soon  sub- 
sided ;  and  as  he  pressed  the  perfect  image 

of 
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of  his  long-regretted  sister  to  his  bosom, 
the  heart  of  the  pious  earl  glowed  with 
thankfulness  to  Him  who  had  pressed 
doMoi  and  overflowed  his  qup  with  bless- 
ings.— "  The  daughter  of  your  sister— of 
Lydia  Fackenham,  is  worthy  of  your  love. 
Percy,  embrace  your  sister." 

We  draw  the  Grecian  painter's  veil  with 
regret  at  the  acknowledged  want  of  abi- 
lity to  portray  the  feelings  of  Percy 
Packenham,  as  he  pressed  on  the  ruby 
lips  of  the  beauteous  Flora  O'Brien  a  bix>. 
ther's  fond  kiss  of  love,  as  he  heard  him- 
self declared  to  be  the  nephew,  the  ac- 
knowledged heir,  of  the  powerful  lord 
Dunleer.  ; 

When  this  tumult  of  delight  had  in 
some  degree  subsided  into  joyous  content- 
ment, lord  Dunleer  placed  a  written  paper 
in  the  hand  of  lord  Coldbrook,  who  in- 
stantly  acknowledged  the  handwriting  of 
his  grandfather. 

"  I  acknowledge  Lydia  O'Neill  Packen- 
ham,  wife  erf  Horace  O'Niell  Packenham, 

to 
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to  be  my  granddaughter,  Lydia  FercivaU 
whom  I  reported  as  dead ;  she,  the  said 
Lydia,  having  incurred  my  heavy  dis^ 
pleasure,  by  making  a  Scotch  marriage 
with  Horace  O'Niell,  grandson  to  the  late,^ 
and  nephew  to  the  present  earl  of  Dun- 
leer,  who  was  then  a  captain  in  the  : 
regiment.  The  name  of  Fackenham  was. 
taken  after  his  marriage  with  Lydia  Per- 
cival,  colonel  Fackenham,  of  the  aforesaid 
regiment,  having  bequeathed  him  a  good 
estate  in  Devonshire :  and  I  acknowledge 
Henry  Fercival  O'Niell  Fackenham  to  be 
my  great-grandson,  and  all  the  children 
of  the  before-mentioned  marriage  to  be 
my  great-grandchildren." 

This  paper  was  regularly  signed  and 
sealed  by  the  late  eccentric  earl,  and  wit- 
nessed by  Hubert  O'Niell,  Lucius  O'Niell, 
and  Fhilip  Benson. 

"  I  wanted  not  this  document,"  said  lord 
Coldbrook,  "  to  prove  my  affinity  to  these 
precious  children  of  my  regretted  sister ; 
wd  I  confess  a  sensation  of  vanity  inex- 
perienced 
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permioed  hefote,  as  I  see  my  own  image 
xefttcted  in  the  features  ef  her  son — a  sen- 
sation only  equalled  1^  the  pride  I  fbel  in 
acknowledging  my  nephew,  and  this  che- 
wah  ^1,  my  niece,  surpassing  in  loveli- 
ness* her  passing  lovely  mother.** 

'*  Yet  that  document,  so  lightly  prized, 
my  Idrd,  cost  us  a  world  of  trouble  to  ob- 
tain; the  tears  of  Lydia,  the  prayers  of 
Bbraoe,  the  threats,  for  I  will  confess  the 
&cl^  the  threats  of  his  l»other,  Hubart 
OfNiell,  now  eaH  of  Dunleer.  But  I  may 
as  well  eomm^ice  my  story  without  for* 
tiler  prefaee,  for  short  is  the  i^mce  allowed 
me.  I  have  invited  some  of  our  mutual 
friends  to  meet  me  here  to-morrow.  I 
will'  not  apologize,  my  lord,  for  asking 
these  visitors  to  your  c»tle ;  I  know  the 
heaeft  of  li^rd  Coldforook,  and  have  pro- 
mised my  friends  heart-cheering  welcome; 
and  when  you  ba^e  heard  my  tale  of  other 
times^  should  your  lordship  find  aught  to 
blame  in  the  conduct  of  Horace  and  Lydia 
F&ekenham^  or  in  their  brother^  Hubert 

O'Niell, 
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OKi^,  remembw,  *  to  err  is  humiHi,  ta 
fi^g^e  ^vine ;'  remanber  alea  the  errors 
of  early  youth  are  more  excusable  than 
th€M9e  of  a  hoary-headed  grandfather,  who 
£^  thiS'  URibn,  unequal  in  nothing  but 
wealtil,  cut*  off  for  ever  tftis  brightest  or* 
nami^it  of  ber  fkmily  from  her  kindred 
and  herfriendS)  and  threw-  her,  deserted 
and'frie.ndtess^  on  the  fkit^  and  honour  of 
him  who  never  betrayed  his  trust* 

"^  Hubert  and  Horace  O'Niell,  with 
their  sister  Lueindai  were  the  only  cIhI- 
dinen«  of  thekr'  parentsi  bom  in  a  camp, 
save  on}y  the*  eldest  boy,  who  left  bia 
native  Iretend  at  four  weeks  oldl  The 
honouraUe  Hubert*  O'Niell  was  the  se^ 
cM)d.  and  youngesb  son  of  tbe-  earl  of 
Dunleer,  whose  overweening  pride  was 
alftioai^  proverbial ;  his  andient  title  and  his 
aneiisnt  name  were  the  objects  of  his  fond 
idolatry;  to^  these^he  saciifKed  his*  pater- 
nap  ftelings*,  and-  to  enrich  his-  heir,  the 
r^Ksentative^  of  his  andent  house-  and 
aBoi€ii<r  greatness^  the^  haughty-  earl'  of 

Dunlear 
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Dunleer  left  his  youngest  and  most  fa- 
voured child,  comparatively  speaking,  a 
beggar. 

**  My  father,  for  of  him  I  speak,  found 
himself,  at  twenty-four,  heir  to  no  more 
than  five  hundred  pounds  a-year,  while 
the  estate  of  his  brother  might  be  called 
almost  princely.  Hubert  O'Niell  had  been 
placed  at  an  early  age  in  the  army,  and 
was  at  this  period  a  captain  in  a  dragoon 
regiment,  then  under  orders  for  America, 
and  with  him  went  the  aunt  of  sir  Arthur 
O'Dwyer,  feir  as  the  breath  of  mom,  and 
good  as  fair,  to  whom  he  had  been  private- 
ly married  before  the  death  of  his  father. 
Her  brother,  Mr.ODwyer,  stormed  and  ra- 
ged at  this  union  with  a  heretic;  but  good 
sir  Roderick  paid,  with  free  goodwill,  her 
portion  of  ten  thousand  pounds.  My  fa- 
ther soon  obtained  the  rank  of  major ;  and 
when  his  sons  had  sufficient  strength  to 
support  the  standard  of  their  king,  thqr 
rode  as  comets  in  the  same  regiment  with 
their  father;  and  though  war  Imd  tumult 

often 
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often  raged  around,  peace  rested  on  our 
hearts,  and  in  our  dwelling. 

*•  I  will  not  apologize  for  being  thus 
minute;  I  owe  this  detail  to  my  long- 
patient  Percy.  To  you,  sweetest  Flora, 
I  liave  also  promised  the  history  of  your 
parents  and  my  own,  and  I  must  neces- 
sarily be  diffuse,  to  gratify  these  children 
of  my  heart  i  and  I  claim  your  attention, 
noble  lords,  for,  in  the  words  of  the  pro- 
phetic Hammersley,  I  now  declare  a 
stranger  tongue  will  tell  a  stranger  story. 
I  intended  Hugh  O'Dowd  should  have 
been  present  at  this  recital ;  but  IJammers- 
ley  insisted,  as  a  reward  for  his  patient 
endurance  of  my  will,  that  he  should  have 
Hugh  O'Dowd  all  to  himself,  to  tell  his 
tale  of  wonders  as  he  pleased. 

**  Colonel  Packenham,  the  godfather  of 
my  brother,  after  whom  he  was  named, 
was  peculiarly  attached  to  theatrical  re- 
presentations, and  every  officer  in  the  re- 
giment was  anxious  to  display  his  abilities 
to  gratify  our  good  colonel,  who  was  in- 

VOL.  III.  F  deed 
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deed  the  father  of  us  all.  Wb  wiSre  itoene- 
painters  and  scene-shifters,  kings  and  cob- 
lets,  magicians,  musicians,  conquering 
Spaniards,  oppressed  Peruvifeiits,  all  and 
'ev^y  fhing  to  please  llim,  whose  festive 
%eart  was  ever  ready  to  please  all  Ground 
"him.  As  necromancer  or.  magician,  of 
^go6d  Or  evil  fame,  no  iBatter  which,  I  bore 
*^^ay  th6  laurel- wreath  of  victory ;  lib  one 
'coiild  sport  the'  veritable  cohjuter  phiz 
'wiEh  Hubert  0*Niell — ^it  was  past  com- 
-p'eei*,  a  talent,  is  the  colonel  naol&d  ft,  dl 
hi^  own  when  an  infdnt.  If  surprised  6r 
aiigry,  my  face  assumed  the  wrinkled  ap- 
pearance of  old  age ;  and  when  theatricals 
became  the  fashion,  I  took  infimle  puns 
'to  incf-ease  the  wiifcaircl-like  appeafahce  of 
niy  countenance." 

Lord  Dunfeer  fixed  his  brilliant  eyes 

on  the  marquis,  and  the  necromancer  stood 

*  confessed,  as  "  seek  not,  search  not,'*  echoed 

through  the  room. '  The  burnlhg  blushes 

of  the  marquis  spoflke  his  feelitigi^. 

^*  Don*t  'Wu*  so  Aohfouhdedly,  lamr- 

'iqOis," 
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quis,''  said  the  amused  e»rl.  **  If  it  is  any 
consolati(»i  to  your  lordship,  I  have  de* 
ceived  older  (I  will  not  say  wiser)  heads 
than  yours ;  and  the  day  you  first  saw  lit- 
tle Flora,  you  gave  nie  some  trouble  to 
'hold  the  recess  firm,  for  more  than  once 
your  curious  fingers  touched  the  spring, 
dt)d  ymi  must  allow  my  warning  voice 
*was  very  soft  on  that  occasion!" 

"  May  I  ask  if  your  lordship  is  a  ventri- 
loquist ?•• 

"  Certainly  not,  for  I  never  could  make 
my  voice  ascend  or  descend,  though  I  can 
make  it  growl  through  the  room  at  a  fa- 
mous rate.  The  night  I  marked  your 
search  at  Hubert  Castle,  and  laughed  so 
'  wizard-like  behind  you,  I  changed  my  po- 
idtion :  concealed  by  the  hangings  of  the 
bdd,  I  entered  the  room  while  ycm  were 
writing,  with  the  intention  of  making^  the 
request,  which  impulse  irresistible  made 
me  change  into  magical  command,  and  I 
leA  the  room  unperceived  as  I  bad  entier* 
ed.    The  warning  you  moeived  in  the 

F  2  balcony 
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balcony  was  an  effort  of  good  nature;  to 
-  prevent  you  from  catching  cold,  as  I  per- 
ceived from  my  own  window  your  unco- 
vered head  given  to  the  damp  dew  c^ 
night.  With  cautious  care  I  opened  the 
door  of  your  dressing  room,  and  gave  the 
gentle  warning  thus — and  the  dews  of  the 
evening  most  carefully  shun,"  sounded 
once  more  like  soft  music  on  the  ear  of  the 
marquis. 

Lord  Dunleer  enjoyed  the  surprise  pic- 
tured on  every  countenance,'  the  fair 
Flora  only  excepted,  who  smiled  delight- 
ed on  her  happy  uncle;  and  the  earl,  with- 
out seeming  to  remark  the  surprise  he  had 
occasioned,  continued  his  narrative. 

"  The  only  competitor  I  had  for  magic 
fame  was  colonel,  then  captain  O'Brien, 
who  was  deeply  enamoured  of  my  sister, 
at  that  period  a  very  lovely  girl  of  seven- 
teen, and,  with  all  the  wiisdom  of  that  age, 
believed  her  brothers  to  be  the  matchless 
pearls  of  perfectibility.  No  one  could 
ivin  the  favour  of  the  light-hearted  Lu- 
anda, 
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cinda,  but  he  who  could  exhibit  the 
wizard's  physiognomy,  the  wizard's  step, 
the  magic  voice  of  command,  equal  with 
her  brother  Hubert,  or  sing  and  dance  as 
finely  as  the  gracefiil  Horace. 

**  Poor  O'Brien  toiled  without  ceasing^ 
to  distort  his  handsome  features,  but  all  in 
vain ;  his  open  brow  could  never  wear  the 
wizard's  surly  frown.  In  vain  he  endea* 
voured  to  throw  around  the  voice  of  growl- 
ing thunder,  the  charm  of  dulcet  sweet- 
ness. His  anxiety  to  surpass  stimulated 
my  endeavours  to  excel,  and  this  friendly 
rivalship  for  magic  fame  caused  me  to  at- 
tain a  height  of  necromantic  art,  in  acting  I 
should  never  have  sought  for  or  obtained ; 
and  though  O'Brien  could  sing  and  dance  as 
well,  if  not  superior  to  her  brothers,  the 
laughing  Lucy  would  declare  captain  O'Bri- 
en was  no  conjurer;  till  foiled  and  vexed  on 
every  side,  poor  O'Brien  actually  got  sick 
of  disappointed  love  and  disappointed  fame; 
but  his  successful  rival  in  fame  proved  also 
hia  successful  advocate  in  love,  and,  with- 

F  3  out 
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Qvt  beiDg^  a  conjurer,  captain  0'Brie(i  be^^ 
came  tiie  busbi^d  of  Lucindg. 

**  Veiy  800U  after  this,  upion^  the  regU 
Rient  was  ordered  to  Ireland,  and  mj  fap 
ther  anticipated  &  happy  meeting  with  his. 
farai'lyv.  after  an  absenee  of  nineteen  years. 
His  happiness  was  indeed  perfected  in  the 
land  ef  his  nativity — he  died  in  three 
months  after  we  landed  in  Ireland;  a 
neglected  cold,  caught  on  shipboard,  set* 
tied  on  his  lungs^  and  before  we  suspected 
his  danger,  all  hope  of  recovery  was  over. 
In  two  months  after,  the  orphaned  br^. 
thess,  Htri)ert  and  Horace,  the  eldest  o{ 
whom  had  not  yet  coimpleted  his  twentietii 
year,  followed  thdr  mother,  the  unoom-. 
p]ainu>g  victim  of  sorrow,  to  the  grave.'*  . 

The  cheek  of  lord  Dunleer  grew  deadly 
pale ;  his  voice  trembled  as  he  spoke,  and 
veiBng  bis  humid  eyes  with  his  hand,  his 
lordship  continued  many  minutes  silent. 
— ^  How  weak  is  human  nature !"  said  the 
earU  as  he  withdrew  his  hand ;  *'  we  all 
know  that  one  generation  passeth  away, 

and 
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and  another  supplieth  the  place  thereof;^ 
yet  we  have  all  tlie  weakness  to  expect 
our  own  immediate  friends  should  outlive 
the  allotted  time  of  meui  and  we  .clingy 
with  adhesive  grasp  to  that  v^^prld,  where 
daily  experience  proves  th^t  al^  is  vanity 
and  vexation  of  spirit ;  yet  a  moralizing^ 
necromancer,''  continued  the  earl,  Tn^hose 
b^iant  smile  was  again  restoi:ed,  "  is  not 
one  of  the  vanities  we  daily  expect  to  meet, 
with  under  the  sun.''  [ 


CHAPTER  V,  s 

« 

T1i£  Son  ofJRabecca. 

**  Qua  regiment  was  quartered  in  the  north> 
of  Ireland,  where  we  were  total  strangers, 
for  the  family  estates  and  residence  were> 
situated  in  the  counties  of  Dublin  and  Kil- 
dare.    It  was  January ;  the  frost  had  set. 

F  4  in: 
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in  with  unusual  severity,  and  the  orphan 
brothers  wishing  to  cheat  the  now-lagging 
hours,  went  snipe-shooting — an  exercise  or 
amusement  at  which  they  were  very  ex- 
pert. In  their  present  frame  of  mind,  a 
servant  was  deemed  an  encumbrance,  and 
they  went  unattended. 

"  The  brothers  entered  on  a  wild  and 
desolate  part  of  the  country,  without  be- 
lieving it  was  necessary  to  ask  permission 
of  the  proprietor,  or  indeed  reflecting  that 
such  a  wild,  desert-looking  tract  of  land, 
inhabited  only  by  a  few  peasants^  as  wretch- 
ed-looking as  their  habitations,  had  any 
owner  to  be  anxious  about  preserving  the 
birds  of  the  air,  while  his  fellow-mortals 
were  the  livii^  monuments  of  his  want  of 
feeling  and  humanity.  The  first  shot  we 
fired  brought  a  very  consequential  per- 
sonage  close  beside  us>  and  in  no  very  gen- 
tle terms  he  told  us  we  had  no  liberty  to 
shoot  there — strangers  were  not  admitted; 
his  lord  had  given  particular  orders  to  have 
the  game  kept  up*  for  his  lordship's  parti- 
cular 
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cular  friends,  who  were  expected  in  a  few 
days. 

•*  While  this  man  of  deputed  power,  the 
little  great  of  consequential  hearing,  was 
speaking,  a  young  man  joined  us,  whom 
our  hearts  hounded  to  meet,  for  he  bore 
a  strong  resemblance  to  my  father.  With 
the  decided  authority  of  a  master  iii  his^ 
voice  and  manner,  he  desired  we  might 
remain  unmolested,  and  he  would  bear  the 
little  great  man  blameless  to  his  lord.  His. 
manner  and  language  were  that  of  a  per- 
feet  gentleman,  as  he  requested  we  would 
continue  our  amusement ;  and  gracefully 
bowing,^  wished  us  good  sport,  and  left  us. 

*  Mighty  well,  master  Lucius,  mighty 
well  P  exclaimed  the  angry  despot.  *  Your 
own  footing  is  not  so  secure,  that  you  can 
afford  to  bring  poachers  here  to  loosen  the 
ground  under  your  feet,  master  Lucius ; 
iiot  that  I  want  to  dispute  his  orders, 
mind  that,  gentlemen ;  and  it  is  not  very 
amusing  all  the  time  to  be  contradicted  by 
a>  by.blow^  seeuig  he  is  only  a  natural  son 
■  jr  r  5  of 
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of  my  lord's,  with  all  his  airs ;  and  if  my 
lord  should  call  me  over  the  coals  for  this 
hoity-toity  prank  of  his — ^I  mean  of  allow- 
ing you  to  shoot  here,  I  would  be  thank- 
ful to  ye,  gentlemen,  to  tell  the  truth  at 
once,  that  master  Ludus,  the  by-blow,  was 
the  fauh  of  all — not  me ;  such  kind  of  cat- 
tle are  a  great  plague  about  a  great  man's 
house.  I  wish  he  was  a  snipe  for  half  an 
hour,  that  is  all/ 

•^  You  would  not  shoot  him,  my  good 
friend,,  you  surely  would  not/  said  Horace^ 
anxious  to  gain  the  information  of  who  he 
was  from  this  surly  hind. 

*  Well,  what  suppose  I  did,'  replied  the 
fellow^  with  a  look  of  surly  ferocity,  *  what 
suppose  I  did,.  I  could  not  be  hanged  for 
snipe-shooting,  I  suppose,  when  T  am  free 
of  the  grounds ;'  and  he  left  us  with  a  look 
of  bitter  malignity. 

"  A  heavy  shower  of  snow  obliged:  us; 
to  take  shelter  in  one  of  the  cabihs,  as  they 
are  called,  which  kx>ked  more  comfortable,, 
that  is,,  less  wretched,  in  appearance  than 

tiie 
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tbe  rest ; .  and  from  our  aged  hostess,  and 
only  inhabitant  of  this  cottage^  we  soon 
gained  the  information  we  wanted. 

'  The  time  was/  said  the  sad  historian, 
^  that  this  estate  was  the  mo3t  flourishing 
In  the  north,  and  there  was  a  great  factory, 
on  it  for  weaving  fine  linens,  and  every  year 
some  one  in  the  factory  got  a  premiun^ 
from  the  Dublin  society  for  a  lineii  web 
and  the  finest  yam .  The  finest  thread  that 
ever  was  wet  by  the  Ban  water,  was  spun 
on  the  lands  of  Winterton,  when  the  gopd^ 
old  earl  was  alive  that  owned  this .  great 
estate,  which  is  now  divided  unto  many 
masters  by  his  profligate  heir ;  and  all  the 
pride  our  bountiful  old  master  ever  h^d^ 
was  in  his  good  industrious  tenaqts  and  hisi 
fine  factory ;  and  for  every  prize  that  was 
got  for  a  linen  web,,  he  gave  a  .dance  on 
the  green, .  and  a  noble  entertainment  it 
was,,  and  the  weaver  was  king,  and  the 
spinner  was  queen,  for  the  day.  Every 
thing  prospered  under  his  hand;  how 
could  it  be  otherwiise^  when  he  lived  among,, 

£  6  andl 
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and  was  the  father  of  his  tenants  ?  and 
we  prayed  that  he  might  live  for  ever ;  but 
he  died,  and  the  hand  of  desolation  came 
upon  us,  and  scattered  us  abroad/ 

^*  Her  language,  so  much  superior  to  her 
appearance,  made  us  inquire  who  she  was. 

^  The  daughter  of  the  parish-clerk,  mis- 
tress for  many  years  over  the  spinning  girls, 
whom  she  taught,  at  idle  times,  to  cead,. 
by  way  of  amusement;  and  they  were  all 
so  good  and  so  happy,  till  the  old  earl  died, 
and  then  the  scourge  and  the  scoipion  took 
place  of  the  gentle  she^erd.  Lord  Win- 
tertoYi  had  no  son,  and  his  nephew  eame 
in  for  the  heirship  of  his  title  and  estate; 
and  the  new  lord  cursed  the  sound  of  the 
shuttles,  and  the  sound  of  the  spinning- 
wheels,  and  the  bleach-ground,  and  the 
factory,  and  turned  out  the  good  steward 
for  a  lazy  old  rogue,  and  put  the  present 
cruel  scourge  in  his  place,  who  never  yet 
gave  mortal  man  a  good  word,  and  of  whom 
the  very  best  only  say—"  God  forgive 
him !"  He  joined  with  the  new  lord  to  op- 
press 
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press  and  rack-rent :  like  the  task-masters 
over  the  children  of  Israel,  he  wanted  us 
to  make  bricks  without  straw,  that  is,  to 
make  money  without  having  the  means* 
to  obtain  it ;  and  when  my  father,  like  a- 
wise  man  and  a  servant  of  the  church, 
wanted  to  argue  the  matter  over  with  this' 
unjust  steward,  for  my  lord  went  far  from 
the  sound  of  the  wheel  and  the  shuttle,  to 
squander  his  inheritance  in  riotous  living 
in  a  foreign  land,  this  profligate  steward 
told  my  father  he  wasr  fitter  for  the  pulpit 
than  psalm-singing,  and  did  all  he  could 
to  deprive  my  father  of  his  derkship,  but 
that  he  could  not  do.  He  sought  to  de»- 
prive  me  of  this  humble  dwelling,  which 
my  kind  and  good  master  bestowed  on 
me  for  life,  as  a  recompence,  he  was  pleased 
to  say,  for  my  good  eare  of  the  spinning- 
girls ;  but  he  banished  my  two  sons,  the 
only  hope  of  their  widowed  mother ;  they 
could  not  abide  under  his  control^ — ^they 
could  not  serve  under  so  hard  a  task-mas* 
ter  i  they  went  with  maay  others  to  Ame- 
rica^ 
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rica»  before  they  were  completely  nnpo- 
verished  by  Mr.  Grub,  to  supply  the  ex^ 
travagance  of  theirworthless  lord,  who  died^ 
after  all  was  spent,  by  his  own  hand,  in 
England ;  and  the  land  on  which  his  ik>- 
ble  uncle  had  lived  great  fuid  good,  be- 
came divided  into  many  shares,  the  pror 
perty  of  strangers.  Winterton  Abbey,  to 
which  is  attached  a  tract  of  land  worth, 
three  thousand  pounds  a-year,  has  three 
times  changed  its*  master  within  these  teu. 
years ;  but  the  active  Mr..  Grub  still  keqps 
his  station^' 

*  The  present  possessor,  if  we  are  to. 
judge  by  his  son,*  said  Horace,  *  is  good' 
and  estijnable.' 

•  Yes,'  replied  the  aged  widow,  with 
unexpected  eneirgy,  *  Mr.  O'Niell  is  good 
and  amiiabJie,  God  bless  him!  What  a 
soiTo.wful  thing  it  is  to  think  he  is  not  the 
real  h^ir  of  Dunleer,  through  no  fault  of 
his  Qwn,  but  the  wickedness  of  his  father  I 
I  cannot  help  calling  it  so — ^no,  not  if  he 
was  ten  times  a  greater  man  c^  pride  than 

be 
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he  is,  with  Gabriel  Grub  the  oppressor  tp 
assist  him.' 

*^  Our  euribsity  was  all  alive,  and  we 
heard  from  this  isolated,  solitary  being 
the  history  of  our  own  nearest  relative ;  for 
the  studied  neglect  of  the  powerful  lord 
Dunleer,  experienced  for  many  years  by 
my  father  and  his  family,  precluded  any 
-wish  on  our  parts  to  seek  his  acquaintance 
or  his  favour. 

*  The  mother  of  Mr.  O'Niell  was  a  rela* 
tion  cast  with  her  widowed,  mother  on  the 
bounty  of  lord ,  Dunleer ;  her  father  had 
dissipated  his  patrimony,  and  left  her  to 
be^ary,.  and  the  friendship  of  his  grand 
and  titled  cousin.  Rebecca  O'Niell  wa^ 
fifteen,  and,  to  her  sorrow,  she  was  beautir 
ful ;  the  orphan  was  guileless,  and  deceived 
by  her  guileful  cousin  under  promise  of 
marriage ;  but  befori^  the  birth  of  Mr. 
O'Niell,  he  took  unto  himself  a  wife,  the 
daughter  of  a  strange  lord,  whose  only 
beauty  was  wealth — whose  only  attraction 
in  his  lordship's  sight  was  noble  birth ;  the 

vir.tjLie& 
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virtues  of  her  heart  were  no  pearls  above 
price  to  her  husband ;  she  was  the  daugh- 
ter of  an  English  duke ;  and  for  this  lady, 
grand  yet  unbeloved,  he  left  Rebecca,  the 
blossom  of  innocence  and  beauty,  blasted 
by  his  unholy  love,  only,  he  had  the  in- 
sulting cruelty  to  say,  for  a  season ;  Rebecca 
should  still  be  queen  of  his  aflections. 

^  The  pains  of  childbirth  seized  on  Re^ 
becca  while  he  yet  was  speaking,  and  her 
widowed  mother,  kneeling  on  the  cold 
damp  earth,  even  to  the  last  hour  of  her 
existence,  cursed  the  marriage-bed  of  the 
haughty  lord  with  barrenness*  Her  prayer 
was  heard — the  earl  of  Dunleer  has  no 
lawful  child.  Rebecca  made  one  dying 
effort  to  preserve  her  child  from  want, 
and  collecting  all  her  fast-&i]ing  strengtby 
she  secretly  sent  to  seek  the  lady  of  Hu^ 
bert  Castle;  to  this  upright,  honourable 
woman  she  told  her  simple  tale  of  sorrow, 
placed  the  infant  in  her  arms,  besought  her 
to  protect  tlie  child,  to  bve  the  father,  and 
expired*. 

*From; 
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•  From  that  day  forth  the  son  of  Rebecca 
was  to  lady  Dunleer  as  her  own  child,  and 
the  haughty  lord  his  father  vainly  entreat- 
ed her  to  leave  him  to  the  care  of  strangers ; 
but  she  would  not — this  noble  lady  faith- 
fully fulfilled  her  promise  to  his  dying 
mother.  She  placed  him  for  education  in 
the  college  of  Dublin,  and  reared  him  like 
what  he  is,  the  son  of  a  lord ;  but  the  man 
of  pride  hardened  his  heart  against  the  son 
of  Rebecca,  and  he  stood  before  his  father, 
as  a  bondsman  in  the  presence  of  his  lord, 
and  he  would  not  suffer  him  to  eat  meat 
in  his  own  castle  at  the  same  table  with 
himself;  but  had  a  table,  and  state,  and- 
grandeur,  for  his  son,  so  solitary.  In  the 
evening  Mr.  O'Niell  went  into  the  draw- 
ing-room, and  remained  with  the  guests 
at  the  evening  repast ;  for  lord  Dunleer  ha& 
been  many  years  in  the  habit  of  retiring 
early  to  his  own  chamber;  though  lord 
Dunleer  plainly  proved  by  his  conduct^ 
that  Mr.  O'Niell  was  no  company  for  him- 
self. 

*  Woe 
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*  Wee  be  to  him  who  attempted  to 
thixik  so  Ul^ewise !  This  oddity  of  a  maa 
never  forgave  the  slightest  offence  to  his 
son,  and  never  accepted  an  invitation,  when 
Mr.  O'Niell  was  neglected  or  forgottenr 
and  made  iio  scruple  tp  sit  wit^  him  at 
other  men's  tablei;,  who  n^ver  was  allowed 
a  plac^  at  his  own.  A  great  man  sought 
the  vote  and  interest  of  lord  Dmileer  at  a. 
coming  election^  and  not  knowing  the 
strange  ways  of  lord  Dunleer,  thought  he 
was  quite  right  not  to  ask  Mr.  O'Niell  to 
theg™ndd«tio«^erwithhi.ft,b«; 
but  iQy  lord  was  so  mortally  ofifended,^ 
th^t  he  never  forgave,  never  spoke  to  him 
afterwards,  and  gave  his  vote  and  intere^ 
all  against  himi  and  the  great  man  lost  the 

*  • 

election. 

*  About  three  months  ago,  my  lord 
bought  that  portion  oif  the  estate  on  which 
Winterton  Abbey  stands,  and  came  down, 
here  to  take  possession,  and  every  one  says, 
but  Gabby  Grub,  it  is  for  Mr.  O'NieU ;  but 
Gabby  hates  him,  because  he  wont  let  him 

oppress 
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Oppress  the  poor.  Last  Christnias  eve, 
chcuice^  Providence  I  should  say,  brought 
this  blessed  young  man  to  my  cabin ;  for  it 
is  quite  out  of  sight  of  the  abbey,  and 
Gab  Grub  never  troubles  the  rich  about 
the  distresses  of  the  poor*  The  season  was 
very  hard,  and  the  oppressor  had  left  me 
nothing  after  the  death  of  my  father  bu^ 
this  little  dwelling,  and  the  garden  he  oould 
not  take :  I  had  no  fire,  for  I  was  saying 
sufficient  to  wai^^n  me  comfortably  91 
Christmas  day,  an^,  s^d  and  soUtary,  I  waji, 
trying  to  spin,  though  my  heart  was  frpzei^ 
with  cold,  Mr.  O'Niell  came  in  to  shelter 
from  the  storm ;  he  shivered  as  he  looked 
around,  and  tears  actually  dropped  fron> 
his  handsome  eyes  as  he  heard  my  story^ 
About  two  hours  after,  his  nurse  came, 
and  brought  me  food  and  raiment;  and  fron^ 
her  I  heard  the  history  of  Rebecca  and  hef 
son  ;  and  he  sent  me  fuel  and  a  cow,  and 
rebuked  with  bitterness  the  conduct  of 
Gabriel  Grub,  who  nevertheless  has  got 

the  ear  of  the  ill-advised  earl,  aqd  still 

keeps 
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keeps  his  place;  and  he  growls  and  he 
grumbles,  and  swears  he  will  be  a  thorn  in 
the  side  of  the  by-blow  yet,  as  he  has  the 
assurance  to  call  the  good  and  beautiful 
Mr.  O'NieU.' 

•*  The  sky  cleared  as  the  widow  finished 
her  simple  story.  We  vainly  endeavoured 
to  make  her  accept  any  recompence  but 
words  for  her  communicative  kindness,  and 
we  left  the  cottage  with  a  sensation  of  dis- 
like nearly  amounting  to  detestation  for 
our  titled  relative.  Our  thoughts  were  so 
occupied  by  the  fete  of  Rebecca,,  that  we 
missed  the  path  by  which  we  had  entered 
the  grounds  of  Winterton.  A  sudden 
tiim  in  the  road  brought  us  immediately 
opposite  the  abbey,  and  we  walked  for- 
ward to  take  a  nearer  view  ©f  this  noble 
mansion — monument  of  former  greatness ; 
we  walked  close  by  the  shrubbery,  not 
without  hope  of  meeting  the  son  of  Re- 
becca, whom  our  hearts  bounded  to  ac* 
knowledge  as  a  relation. 

"  We  lieard  the  voice  of  the  tyrant 

speak 
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speak  the  fawning  language  of  the  syco- 
phant, for  Mr.  Gabriel  Grub  was  the 
speaker,  as  he  lamented  how  easily  good 
kind-hearted  master  Lucius  was  imposed 
upon—*  And  these  young  fellows  he  was 
so  angry  with  me  about  to-day,  my  lord, 
humbly  begging  his  pardon,  were  no  gen- 
tlemen at  all.  How  could  they  be  gen- 
tlemen, my  lord,  to  come  poaching  on  any 
hobleman's  estate,  without  either  leave  or 
licence,  or  without  even  a  servant  to  at- 
tend them  ?• 

*  Would  you  know  them  again  ?'  said  a 
voice  of  haughty  command ;  and  the  next 
moment  a  tall  figure  emerged  from  the 
shade,  wrapped  in  a  scarlet  doak  lined  with 
fur,  and  a  large  fur  cap  warmed  his  digni- 
fied head,  for,  with  all  his  faults,  lord  Dun- 
leer  stood  confessed  the  noble  and  the  gen- 
tleman. 

*  To  be  sure,  and  to  be  certain,  I  would 
know  tliem  again,  my  lord,  and  an  ill- 
looking  pair  they  are,  as  ever  the  sun  shone 

upon; 
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**  With  great  anxiety  we  watched  the 
arrival  of  Lucius  O'Niell,  who  came  at 
the  appointed  hour.  Had  he  been  lord 
Ennismore,  the  legitimate  son  of  his  father, 
he  could  not  have  been  attended  with 
greater  state.  He  had  two  outriders  and 
six  horses  to  his  carriage,  for  the  distance 
of  two  miles.  Before  we  introduced  him 
to  our  brother-officers,  we  claimed  his  af- 
fection as  our  kinsman,  and  the  glow  of 
pleasure  experienced  by  us  all  in  this  first 
bloom  of  manhood,  time  and  chance  have ' 
never  changed,  though  death  has  severed 
one  link  of  the  threefold  chain  of  harmony 
and  happiness,  restored  again,  I  trust,  in 
the  person  of  my  brother's  son  ;'*  and  the 
cheek  of  lord  Dunleer  again  lost  its  manly 
hue,  as  he  pressed  the  hand  of  his  nephew 
in  both  his  own. 

"  The  next  day  brought  the  stately  earl 
of  JDunleer  to  seek  his  nephews,  proudly 
gratified  at  the  reception  his  son  had  met 
with,  not  only  from  them  but  colonel 
Packenham,  and  all  his  brother  ofiScers ; 

his 
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his  heart  dilated  into  kindness,  and  his 


lordship  insisted  on  our  returning 
him  to  Winterton  Abbey. 

*^  Lady  Dunleer  was  not  handsome,  but 
her  virtues  were  unnumbered,  and  the 
polish  of  high  fashion  spread  fascinating 
elegance  over  her  manner^:  our  dinner- 
parties were  all  parade,  grandeur,  and, 
greatness,  but  our  evenings  were  ddight- 
ful.  Gabriel  Grub  was  dismissed,  and 
comfort  and  plenty  again  visited  the  lands 
of  Winterton.  Colonel  Packenham,*  as 
the  guardian  of  his  nephews,  the  bosom- 
friend  of  his  brother,  was  treated  with 
marked  distinction  by  lord  Dunleer ;  and 
our  officers  became  nearly  domesticated  at 
Winterton  Abbey. 

*'  Doctor  Clements  was  one  of  the  ex- 
pected guests  of  lord  Dunleer,  and  our 
selected  favourite;  he  had  just  obtained 
the  privilege  of  placing  M.  D.  after  his 
name.  Doctor  Clements  was  two  years 
older  than  Lucius  O^Niell  and  T,  that  is, 
twenty- two;  and  we  laughed  at  and  lidi- 
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Guled«bis  medicali  ptiks^  ftsdwomed  luat 
mta  being  afr  merrf  aad  as.  misGhiavcauras 
ourselves^  though,  he^  had  M.  D;  flDunsbcd 
after.  hi^^nanQO. 

**  Spiing^^the  harldxiger  of  joy  to  othen^ 
broug^t^on  the  balmy  breath  of  May,  soft 
sorrow  to  OAir.  hearts;  lordDunleer  retunif 
ed  to  Hubert  Castle;,  and  even  our  good 
cokiBel^  willed  it.  had  continued  winter  all 
tha  year  rounds  as  lord  Danker,  never  tta<> 
v«Ued.  in*  oold  weajdier. 

**  A.  few  numths  afta*>  the  regiment,  was 
oxdered  to^  En^andi,  and  we  wiere  quar* 
teised  in^  Um  neighbo«rhood  of  Clifdenr; 
the.  day  Horaoe.  O'Niall  oompieted'  fail 
twentietk  year,  he  first  saw  Lydio-Pafci* 
val;  we  were  strolling,  along  the  latSlf 
about,  a  mile  finom  Clifden,  when  we  saw 
a.carriage  ^ipioaohing  with  great  ^eed-; 
ttie  blinds  were  closed^  but  the  ea^e^ye 
of.  Horace  peioeived  a  lady's  hand,  strugr 
g)ing  to  force  one  of  them^dowui  and  we 
heard  a  sort  o£  stifled  scream^ ,  evidentlgf; 
sifBressed  by  fijtee.<   A  stone,,  throwniq} 

the 


'emost  bofte  M  tte  gidttMd;  the  n#i# 
>tnent  tlM^'  cai^M^-doo^  #as  thit>#tf 
et),  M(i  «-:^Mg  ladjr  sttik  ftihting  6tf 
e  bosdm  of  he*  bloomkig  dietiverel^.  lif 
Iff  Ijydm  P^rd<^  wlkiy  re^t;^  on  tli^ 
eoin  of  Horace;  he  bore  the  se^seleAP 
auty  m  his  arniB  to  A  houte,  whidi'  sCMdf 
fct  a  few  y^Bfds  from  the  so6ne  of  action^ 
bich  we  had  previottriy  stojiped  to  adl- 
ire,  for  ite  anoomfAoti  elegance. 
*^  The  oom|Minixin'of  LydKa*  aiitted  a  ii&^ 
ot  blow  at  my  head^  as  I  j^Vdiited  Mtr 
irsnft  of  mf  brother,  WMdi  I  aVdidec^^ 
r  springing  aside.  His  foot  dipped,  alK^ 
i  own  fore&fbl  viblettce  brotkght  hiiA  ta^ 
e  ground;  I  plaeed^mineseciirely  oft-HlP 
east,  and'  dMj^iSe  c^  Ms  stru^jglefl^  MM' 
DeciMioite^  dMi  hf»  Ih^eati^  kept  him  tfaer<; 
1 1  saw  Homdei  enler  thehoocie,  Wtth  Mi 
ill-lifeless  burden;  I  tlien  i^ellittidedF  n^ 
noiter,  gave  himi  the  name^  ik  ^tc&y 
Mandedj^  laid'v^pitfti^ 

G  8  lord 
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lofd  B^negrove,  with  the  approbation  of 
h^r^^grandfather^  the;  earl  of  Coldbrook, 
whom  ^e-  had  opm^detely  deceived.  His 
lordship  waa  a  ruined  gamester  and  a  pro- 
fligate, but  polished  and  spedous  where 
he  had  any  design  to  answer.  An  opinion 
onoe  formed  by  lord  ColdlMX)ok  was  seldom 
i^eUnquished,  and  the  artful  Icn^  Bere- 
grove  found  no  difficulty  to  deceive  the 
heart  in  which  there  was  no  guile. 

*^  The  rejection  of  Lydia  was  as  decided 
a$  her  aversion,  aod  lord  Beregrove  had 
ceased  to  visit,  for  jsome  weeks,  at  lady 
Lr^gter's*  :  Miss  Pemval  had  resided  with 
her  maternal  aunt,  the  widow  of  sir  Charles 
lyfster^f  since  the  death  of  her  parents;  the 
settlement  of  fifty  thousand  pounds  upon 
youngs  children  ,was  exclusively  her  own; 
and. loicd  Beregrove  determined,  as  persua- 
sion  ha^  failed,  force  should  make  him  the 

husband  pf  Lyidia. 

:  ^^  Minis  Peroivd  was  in  jthe  habit  c^  vi- 
siting  a  young  lady  in  the  neighboUrhooc^ 
attended  oqly  by  a  servant ;  the  diatanoe 

was 
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wa^  shorty  but  the  situation  iiras  sedud^ ; 
and  the  servant,  bribed  by  lord  Beregrove, 
assisted  to  fotce  his  young  mistress  into 
the  carriage/  which  bore  neither  arms, 
crest,  or  cypher,  to  reveal  the  owner.  The 
coachman  had  mistaken  the  orders  of  his 
lord,  to  avoid  the  housfe  of  lady  Lester ; 
m  driving  furiously  past  it^  6\xv  attrition 
was  attracted,  and  Lydia  rescued  from  the 
titled  profligate. 

**  In  the  evening  I  received  a  message 
from  lord  Beregrove,  and  I  consented  to 
meet  him  l^e  following  morning  at  seven 
o'dk)ck ;  and  willing  to  spare  the  anxiety 
of  my  friends,  I  applied  to  a  gentleman  in 
the  neighbourhood.  Mr.  Howard  com* 
plied  without  hesitation ;  and  as  he  was  a 
man  of  some  consequence  and  much  hu^* 
manity,  he  vainly  hoped  to  accommodate 
the  business  without  bloodshed. 

^  The  plaoe  of  appointment  was  a  ^untry 
churchyaord,  distant  about  two  miles  from 
CHfden :  but  what  language  can  do  justice 
ki  ^e  expression^  or  portray  the  feelings 

G  S  which 


ttie  dfin^  iiff4  wr  my  l^fp^^mimA 

^  blpp^  ^  %  j^a94  of  lor4  S^p;|gKHrft 

<i9iW>ap|r9t«  (thft  issger  ml  Him  Ofm  ksr 
experience  such  a  mome^l:  ^  y^J^M 

ittfd  pqly  ^m^  in  my  lil^  I  fdwnpli^  oymr 

him  I  so  ^i^ljf  ^l^mil,  ]^i)t  ill  WM  Mr 
^yf4>  w4  ^lUowiog  (1)6  4nok  ff  Uood, 
I  tDtepr^  p  wtttig9  aol^  6v  distwt  l%e 
v§f|iQ  of  QiF  bi^^f  tiluriUed  vritii  such  nip> 

tifSWk  miSfi^om  tij^rougli  wotjf  imlaitioa 
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of  my  hearty  that  ecstacy  became  agony, 
and  I  fell  sensdess  on  the  ground.  The 
baU  was  skilfully  extracted  from  the  shoul- 
der of  Horaoei  and  In  thrte  weeks  he  was 
sufBdently  recovered  to  make  his  personal 
acknowledgments  to  the  ladies  at  Lester 
Lodge,  for  the  tonselMB  anxiety  they 
evinced  during  his  illness. 

*^  Lord  Betegmte  was  less  fertHMit^'; 
the  dull  ^  his  nwdiittl  -fltteMdimts  pt^ 
urveiA,  hia  am  ^m  am|MfttalMn,  fA  fbeir 
deosded  49pinian  was,  ii  would  he  fiewiy 
ttsdest  ftnr  life,  and  itmryu  inquiye  the  sii(»- 
pwt  of »  slbig;  tiie  yeMvi^ry  </e  his  lokl- 
ship  w»s  slow,  and  Amt  MMt  time  d«Hitofe- 
ftd,  ^MXMftoned  by  fMist  e^Mss^d  pvettmt 
initability.  Tortui^by  hk  ^dwn  iriftflMs 
tioQs,  icrd  Berogrove  becattie  the  toiment 
ofalltfoimdhkn^  wh3e  floMse,  M»t(yred 
to  heflMi  and  bloom^  beeahie  a  wnstent^  a 
fimaired  guest  at  hMBt^  Lddge^,  and 
though  lore  was  tiever  SMuaitfd,  it  |^l<wed 
on  the  modest  cheek  of  Lydi%  ttnd^ttark^ 
In  tbe  brilliant  eyes  <^  HoirMe. 

G  4  CHAP. 
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CHAPTER  VI. 


The  Grandrire. 

^  Ok£  evaiing,  at  lady  Lester's^  Miss 
Patdyal,  to  gntify  our  good  oolonel^  am- 
seated  to  join  us  in—*'  JETow  merrily  we 
live  that  scMiers  her  Our  voices  sounded 
in  full  harmony,  when  the  door  was  open- 
ed with  unusual  violence,  and  Icml  Cold- 
Jbiook,  the  giandfiither  of  Lydia,  Altered. 
His  was  a  green  old  age^  and  his  statdy 
figqre  oeemed  to  mock  the  power  of  time^ 
as  he  pranli^.or  eapeoed  up  the  room,  for 
I  canaoteoU it  walking,  with  all  the  agi- 
lity of  five-and*twenty-— sure  indication,  u 
I  hav^  dnct  learned,  of  being  in  a  royal 
rage,  and  bos  downing  brow  bespoke  the 
cpmiBgistoEm.  : 
**  Lydia  ran  to  meet  her  grandfiither— 

threw 
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threw  hendf  upon  his  boscnn^  and  held 
up  her  beautiful  mouth  for  the  patemid 
kiss;  but  his  kHrdahip  threw  back  his  head, 
put  his  hands  behind  his  back,  lest  they 
should  unecMisdously  fold  his  cherub  girl 
to  his  Jieart,  roaring,  for  I  can  give  it  no 
better  name — *  You  gips^>  you  jade, 
have  you  the  assurance  to  think  I  wiU  kiss 
such  an  undutifol  little  baggage  as  you  ? 
And  you,  captain  Lobsterback,'  cried  the 
earl,  fixing  his  eyes,  ^orkHng  with  rage, 
on  my  &ce,  *  march  out  of  the  house  this 
moment,  my  fortune-hunting  captidn-—- 
march,  I  say,  or  curse  me  but  I  will  have 
you  presented  as  a  vagabond,  and  banished 
the  country— drammed  out  to  the  tune  of 
the  Rogue's  March.  Your  travelling  title 
of  captain  shall  not  save  you  from  the  bea- 
die's  cat-o*-nine-tails,  my  grenadier  captain 
of  Irish  bog  and  Irish  brass,  in  the,  regi^' 
ment  of  swindlers  and  footpads ;  go,  sing 
on  the  highway,  **  How  merrily  we  livC' 
that  footpads  be  r    March  off,  I  say;  md^ 

G  5  be 
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Itt  Ihaakful  i  levee  Ae  tpqaUe  cf  hanghig 
jw  to  ptbev  huids.^ 

^  I  ealral^  rapUed^  Ub  kirdbki|^  wq«iUI 
l^e  seme  trauble  to  prove  tbe  gmdaa^ 
of  ihelate^  Ae  nephew  aad  pramaqptivft 
hffir  te  1;||ie  prasoit  Qnii  of  DindMr  a  fo0« 
tUDerhmter  jov  a  ftplpad. 

H  l40«d  Coldbnxdc  made  a  flouisUi^ 
wd  T^iy  law*  lK>w«rr^  May  I  take*  tiia  Et 
tarty,  my  kmt  Maybe  mnA  Woiild^  la 
i|^^  pwt  of  IrabuM^  stands  the  miidrfawk 
<mlle  «f  year  aneertMan-tb^  po(alo»f 
gHMMd  an4  tbe  pigaky  vh^ob  qms^ow 
the  loid^  dowuBfl  of  y<aip  upiok,  tl^e  asil 
of  XHialett?^  Ta  qfwre  yaw  viodMlyii  I 
ndtt  answer^  fer  y<»i»  mj  gusofi^im  Irajk 
oapta^;  his  eaalle  is  ixi  the  ei«»  ^id  his 
tUik  k  m  the  wo^n*f  so.  mavdh  efl^  asfi  le* 
CNure  your  heHshipi^  or  damme  but  I  will 
u^^yott.  D^Qot  tluak  f*  IS  9»)9  hoiniuh 
4^.  iii^nd,  kx^  B^cegro^e,  jmk  haw  to 
diafll  mth,  who  vas  aimple  eMiigh  to  be« 
lisw  yx»ii  b4d  a  lights  to  w«tr  ite^  wrifont 

of 


6f  ttie  ^•^•^-^  dMgotnM^  when  he*  consented 
to  niwt  yoti  oil  equal  temiss  to  suve  tlii^ 
ItaMAdesft  VatU  husdey  fimn  being  lui«d 
to  beggafy  md  wretehedness  by  yoor 
^wiatUiiig  arte/ 

*  <^  graM^pa/  said  the  'sobbing  Ly- 
tfa,  •hiwooidd  you  believe  suchahorrid, 
hdtrld  ftlfediood?  I  never  saw  captaitt 
ONieD,  till  he  assisted  to  save  me  fnoht 
l^e  unmanly  violence  of  the  odious  lord 
ifeKgtove* 

*  Otekt  Tiolenee  you  have  to  coitiphiii 
Gif,madMaLiddy,  you  UtHk  minx.  Otfibut^ 
lotdBeregroVe indeed!  beeauite  he  Wanted 
to  prevent  your  mMvii^  with  a  swindlen 
with  hid  eastles  in  the  air  and  his  mo6n^ 
shiivy  titito.  My  good  friend,  kttd  B^t^ 
grove,  ha^  my  thanks  and  my  approbation, 
smA  marry  Mm  you  shall,  mind  tha«!  if 
be  is  a^  cripple,  it  is  of  your  own  making, 
If  »s  Iiid^  Ferdval ;  and  I  am  only  sorry 
my  lotd^  Ber^ro^e  ii  not  tome  df  a^  l^f 
and  blind  of  an  eytf  fin-  your  sake.' 

g6  "The 


.  ''  The.  tearS}  oi  Ly4m  fdl  like  di&fs  of 
melted  ore  on  the  heart  of  Horace;  he 
could  endure  the  smarting  a^Dny  uo  loaaga: 
•r-*  My  lord,  you  are  deceived ;  lord  Bere- 
grove  is  a  ruined  profligate^^-I  can  prove 
him  sa  We  never  saw  Miss  Fercival  till 
the  morning  we  were  so  fortunate  ;as.  to 
rescue  her  from  the .  ruffian  grasp  of  his 
Iprdship.' 

*  Who  the  devil  ?ffe  you  ?'  cried  the 
earl,  staring  wildly  at  Horace,  who  was 
out  of  imiform ;  '  another  of  the  gang,  I 
suppose.  Ber^^Fove  mentioned  hut  two^ 
and  one  of  them  he  sent  to  hell,  to  look 
for  his  uncle's  pedigree.  Hark  ye,  my 
fine  fellow^  is  your  name  Melross?  Yoh 
look  plaguy  like  a  rascally  acquaintance  I 
had  of  that  name,  who  swindled  me  out 
of  the  fiuesjt  deer-park  in  Christendom,  and 
my  iriend^  the  marquis  c£  Leverton^  out 
of  ten  thousand  a^year  and  the  prettiest 
girl  in  England;  hut  I  will  take  good  care 
lord  Beregrove  shall  not  be  jodded  out  of 

his 
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his  bride,  eyen  if  you  bad  an  unde  or  a 
grand&thw  a  conjurer  or  a  wiasard,  like 
parson  Meb^ns.' 

**  Too  often  the  pupil  of  impulse  it  led 
Qie  to  throw  the  wizard  voice  on  the  ear 
of  lord  Coldbrook-**  Beware,  there  is  a 
necromaiQcer  in  the  family  of  ONiell/ 

'*  Rage  and  terror  was  the  mingled  ex- 
pression of  lord  G)ldbrook*s  countenance, 
as  he  poured  forth  a  volley  of  curses  on 
the  qames  of  Mdross  and  O'NidU,  and  bit- 
terly swore  Lydia  should  be  the  wife  erf* 
lord  Beiegroye,  if  all  the  devils  in  hell 
came  jumping  to  pr^ait  it 

"  Colonel  Packaiham  had  remained  all 
this  time  in  a  distant  part  of  the  room, 
with  lady  Lester  and  the  weeping  Lydia. 
The  colonel,  well  aoquraited  with  the 
character  of  lord  Coldbrook,  and  his  firm 
belief  in  magic,  suspected  I  had  been  at 
some  wizard  prank  to  occasion  this  very 
singular  flow  of  oratory,  and  he  walked 
over  to  prevent  any  serious  ^ects  from 
the  rageful  violence  of  his  lordship.    The 

rich 
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ffick  unifimn  worn  hy  the  cdbnd  imbaiHy  ■ 
wugfat  bis  att€ntion,  and  the  ootcsry  madt 
by  lord  Coldbrook  was  reti&y  tenifii^  as 
he  accused  lady  lMH»ciW&ng  her  house 
with  swingers,  and  cheats,  and  oonjurenb 
and  banditti;  and  ocmduded  by  swearing 
Lydia  should  le^ve  the  house  that  mo^ 
ment,  and  remain  with  him  at  E3mwdod 
Castle  tiD  she  was  manied  to  lord  Bere- 

^  My  second  father,  eomrineed  I  was  no 
minwle  of  patfcnee,  took  my  arm,  and  de^ 
nring  Horace  to  Ibllow,  we  left  the  hoose 
The  colonel  Walked  hoaoeward  with  un^ 
uaoat  speed,  and  wM^  unusual  care  closed 
the  daor  of  his  i^eitment.  He  tock  the 
hand  of  eoeh  orphuied  brother,  and  press- 
ed them  to  his  heart. — ^  My  childrefi,  the 
sons>  of  my  adoptien,  will  not,  I  trust,  ao- 
ense  me  of  partm^y  in  what  I  have  doncf 
tfab  evening  to  mcne  die  beauteous  Xy- 
dialbom  wotae  than  deatit;  ftom  a  life  ef 
oBrtain  misery.  Heaven  is^  my  witnea^ 
yvaare^efoaS^  dsar  to  my  heut;  ttia  sole 

olgects 


olyeete  cf  my  fimdest  csra  Lady  Lester 
is  wfasl  I.eall  a  good  kmd  af  womaa  of 
IIm  wodd^  that  i%  herladysiup  would  pre* 
fer  iiidqpaic)eiice  with  a  good  man  fog  her 
nieoe^  te  wealth  and  titles  with  a  profli* 
gate;  but  bo  love  in  a  cottage  for  hdy 
Lester^  and  married  misery  is  best  ve. 
pfiBted  in  a  eoaeh^and-^aix,  ia  Ae  oread  ef 
heirkdyihip.  WeU  acquainted  with  the 
beart  oSmy  eldest  hwjr,  |  have  acted,  Hu«^ 
bcvt,  aa  I  thought  that  heart  would  die* 
tate»  and  have  temoved  ftom  the  mind  ef 
hdf  Lester  e^eey  doubt  Ibr  the  liiture 
oomfbi*  and  indepoidmce  of  her  nieoe* 
Hear  hidy  ddp  has  eonsented  ta  the  union 
of  L]rdia  with  our  bloeiidng  Horace^  fg^ 
loded  yeu  ratify  the  agieement  I  bare 
made ;  as  the  heir  of  toMtS)urieer,  your  Iwil^ 
liant  prospect^^  ave  undoud^  by  the  she* 
dow  of  a  doubt,  which  the  increasing  in>^ 
fivasitites  of  the  eav),  your  unde,  mnxk 
every  di^  nMRe  sure.  In  a  wiM,  made 
about  ^ax  years  agb,  I  left  you  joint  hdrs. 
Q^wof  teteto;  but  thia  rrening  I  have  cut 

off 
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off  my  first-bom  with  a  fiitiier's  bkssiiig, 
and  ten  thousand  pounds^  the  mily  saving* 
of  thirty  years  of  military  career,  I  will 
not  say  of  ^ry»  but  I  will  proudly  say 
not  of  dishonour.  I  have  promised  to 
settle  my  estate  on  Horace,  who,  after  his 
adopted  ftther's  death,  will  not  refiise 
to  take  the  name  of  Pai^enham,  as  lady 
Lester  has  confessed  the  invincible  dislike 
that  extraordinary  man,  lord  Coldbrook, 
bears  to  every  on^  no  matter  who^  that 
has  the  Irish  O  to  his  name.' 

'*  The  resistance  of  Horace  was  unavail- 
ing and  the  hand  of  his  brother  erased  lus 
own  name  from  the  will  of  colonel  Packen- 
ham;  and  one  of  <Mir  officers,  who  had  for- 
meriy  been  a  lawyer,  made  the  required 
alteration  in  the  legal  form,  to  which,  for 
greater  security,  I  affixed  my  own  dgna. 
ture.  Major  Meredith,  d^devant  barrister, 
did  the  same,  not  without  evident  sur- 
prise at  my  anxiety  to  resign  so  rich  a  be- 
quest 

"^  With  the  fuU  approbation  of  lady  Les- 
ter, 
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ter,  Lydia  was  diat  night  on  the  road  to 
Scotland  with. her  lovefs  acoono^panied  by 
coloDel.Fad^enham  s  and  I  proceeded  the 
next  day  to  Devonshire^  to  make  the  ne- 
cessary anwigements  for  the  reception  of 
the.new-married  pair  at  Padcoiham  HalL 
^  With  ans:ious  impatienoe  I  waited  the 
anival  of  my  beauteous  sister,  when  aod- 
dait  brpu^t  a  newspaper  to  my  hand,  in 
whidi  was  ioaerted  the  death  of  Lydia; 
it  m^itioned.that  Miss  Percival  had  been 
tak^i  ill  on  hear  way  to  Elmwood  Castle, 
and  expired  jn  a  few  hours^  aqd  was  bu- 
ried,   at  her  o^vn  request,   in  Meriton 
churchyard,  two  miles  beyond  Clifdagi-*- 
in  that  churchyard  the  hopes  of  lord  Bere- 
gro ve  were  overthrown ;  and  well  )uiow- 
ing  the  doting  f(»idness  of  Lydia  fw  her 
grand&ther,  with  a  refinement  of  cruelty 
wor^y  aoeh  a  heart,  he  determined  to 
uake  it  the  grave  of  her  happiness;  newa- 
japer  panegyric  was  exhausted  in  praise 
>f  Lydia,  and  the  grief  of  her  grandfather 

liaplayed  witib^  all  the.  i^ossing  mockery  of 

woe: 
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waet  the  ^Mentixm  dt  Ae  ^eeplf-afflicted 
earl  to  j«%i  kls  onfy-remainHig  granddiiid 
in  S^riteerltiid,  where  lord  Fitzauburae 
ked  been  Ibr  some  cnonfiis  with  his  mafter- 
nrf  im^,  Mr.  Lewellyn,  was  also  neR- 
tioned ;  and  a  veiy  beautifol  monody^  tiie 
woi^  of  a  Bfiafiter'«  hand,  eonduded  this 
hi^ily-wroiight  fahcdous  history.  I  oob- 
^edfed  this  abomiiwMe  fkbrmttion  fiom  tte 
wedd^  lovers,  bat  took  t^  earMest  op- 
fXMrtumfy  to  inform  colonel  Padkenham  of 
this  novel  niode  to  punish  disobe^enee. 

*  Lord  Coldbrook  clhall  not  esisape  so 
eai^y  «b  be  iraa^nes/  said  ookfndi  Paokm- 
ham,  roused  ii^to  indigtuoife  anger;  ^  does 
his  k)idshi^  suppose  that  Hoiaoe  O'Nid 
vrSi  rdlinquish  fifty  thonsand  poands,  or 
that  our  beaiitiftil  Lydia  is  to  remain  Va- 
ried alive,  to  gratify  his  brain-erazed  ab- 
surdity ?  Forbid  it,  every  feefii^  of  com- 
mon sense,  foimediately  on  liie  nnkm  of 
m^  adopted  ehfldren,  T  wrote  to  inftrm 
lord  Ck>(dbrook  cfthe  independence  I  had 
•ectned  theiD-i*4x4oared  ftom  nature  Ae 

real 


Mai  Aiwittr  of  looi  Ekmpfme ;  imd  ve- 

£II««nd»t  l«r  th/»  Amlfc  of  «U  I  Mseisted. 
1  jImU  mU  4fae  Mtum  ^^  iiit  lordshipPs 
ttD8Hrar»  vehioh  I  lequeoted  ^e  ivMuld  diiiecfc 
to  PMktniiain  HaH;  «tnd  if  his  lordship 
wilt  Mnntfifi  the  iion,  he  must  be  made  to 
tuH  kiM  power.* 

**  The  iiejct  morning  the  expected  an- 
ewer  anpfved,  and  noticing  but  insanity 
OQiiid  exeMe  tint  viidence  which  dictated 
every  line  of  ithU  extraordinary  produc- 
tioB  t  leid  Coldhiocdc  most  e^emnly  swore 
never  to  acknowledge  Lydia  as  his  grand- 
daughter;  and  here  fdJowed  a  string  of 
i^uithMnas»  evidcndy  cuUed  ftom  the  Ofr 
dfr  of  exeommuniaation,  too  horrible  to 
vaad»  much  less  vep^tA,  If  she  ever  at* 
tampted  tP  appear  agmi  in  4he  world,  or 
diadpse  th^  seeret  of  being  alive. 

f  Thy  people  must  be  my  people/  sidd 
the  hmeifK  Lydia,  as  she  wiped  the  tear  of 
anguish  flooi  her  eye,  end  smiled  with 
heavpi  faasti  me^oMss.  <  Oh»  my  hus- 
band. 
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httkdp  let  118  not  incur  the  maledictioii  of 
my  only<4nimy]ng  parent ;  when  this  gost 
of  passion  has  subsidedt  lord  Coldfarook 
will  restore  me  to  his  bosom — to  his  fiimi- 
ly;  time  will  prove  how  much  he  is  in 
error — ^prove  the  wcnrth  of  my  new  Un- 
dred — the  viUany  of  lord  Berqriove;  all 
will  pass  away»  as  one  of  those  tsveoA 
dreams  which  too  oftea  subjugates  the 
mind  of  my  grand&ther;  Heniy  wiU  re- 
joioe  in  his  recovered  sistor;  and  though 
my  &ultless  uncle  may  reprove  he  will 
welcome  widi  paternal  love  the  smiles  rf 
his  restored,  his  happy  Lyd]».' 

''  This  is  the  letter  of  lord  CoLdbcook, 
preserved  to  prove  the. cruel,  I  must. say 
flie  unwarrantable  conduct  of  his  lordshqp ; 
ai]4  when  you  have  perused  it,  Percy,  re> 
fleet  what  must  be  the  fedings  of  two 
hi^-spirited  young  men,  noUy  bom,  die 
eldest  little  more  than  twenty-en^  the 
presumptive  hjeir  tx>.  rank  and  splendour. 
Fdded  in  tins  lejst&c  you  will  find  die 
manja^  certifiGate  (^  your  parentei  the 

baptismal 
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baptismal  register  of  their  children,  the 
r^^ister  of  their  own  early  death ;  nothing 
has  been  left  undone  to  prove  your  affi* 
nity  to  the  late  and  the  present  earl  of 
Coldbrook. 

*^  Immediately  on  the  receipt  of  this 
most  extraordinary  epistle,  colonel  Packen- 
ham  sent  to  order  the  attendance  of  four 
dragoons,  six  horses  were  put  to  his  cha- 
riot, and  four  servants  attended  in  the 
splendid  fiunUy  liveiy ;  two  dragoons  pre- 
ceded,  two  followed  the  carriage,  and  in 
this  style  we,  that  is,  the  colonel  and  I,  en- 
tered the  av^iue  to  Elm  wood  Castle. 

'*  The  hatchment  still  continued  over' 
the  grand  entrance  to  the  castle,  and  I  un- 
consciously placed  my  hand  on  my  sword, 
for  we  were  in  full  dress  uniform,  to  cut 
down  this  libd:  on  the  living  Lydia,  when 
the  colonel  seized  my  arm,  and  softly  said 
— *  Remember,  Hubert,  your  honour  is 
pledged  for  silence  and  forbearance;'  and*' 
blushing  for  my  hasty  nature,  ever  prone 
to  eitor,  I  accompanied  my  patenral  friend  ^ 

into. 
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into  tberlMMMy  nfc  EltawMd  Castk^ti^eiri 
lord  €<4dlmiok  WaS'  hmAy  eiliple3red  ai^* 
ranging  &mil^  papen^*  pOr^oOa  to  hU  got- 
ing  ateoadi  Th&  de^-  molirnii^  of  the 
household  bespoke  the  recent  fiiilifljiaW; 
the  corded  tranks  placed  in^  the  haJl^  Ae 
intended  remO¥al>of  his  lordsfaipv 
.  ^*  It  is  uancfawilgy  to  rcpfaat  tfee  virfence 
0$  the  angry  eaak-  whieh^  ot>lonel  Pad»n- 
hatn  eeidUf^d  with' the' crimnead  of  a^stote; 
tiU'at  lengthy  weaty  of  his'omi'pQtieiiteli'- 
dttraace,.  his'iwavailin^.  attok^pts"  at  mtki' 
liation^  tbe  adtoel  arosd'  With*  d^gtflfled* 
grandettiv  thbt  startled  the  abusive' eaiL-aiA' 
'  My  lopd  Goldtatookv  I^  nm"  g<Miig  to 
Mount  Hantyvev»  to  Tisit  my  oduIuih  lady 
Joaepbine  Sb  ClanV  tfaat^  wwi  ladeiy  mar- 
ried to* your  tenant^  sir  JEaihea  CMviliv;  I 
shall  remain  theie'this^day  aod  tbd  aes^ 
aft  lord  Clertnont^  her  hdydiip^i  favbtiier;- 
hits  ppomised*  to^mM)  me  thevd:  fifom^tUa- 
fitmily^  my  loidi  y(tui  can^  aabertaiii,  i  mt- 
suflM  no  rank  to  ^iek'  I  am  not'  entitM^ 
aiid'ttie  estate  I  lunre^setliediWBiy  adoplP 

ed 
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ed  mi,>  they  will  prove  to  your  lordahiy 
is  solid,,  substantial  earth  not  piaoed  ia 
the  airy  heights  of  NuUbus,  as  your  lonJU 
ship  has.  beea  pleased  to  affirm.  I  trust  I 
shall  prevail  oa  the  Mount  Hanover  party 
to  return  with  me  to  Packenham  Hail^ 
and>  give  to  my  adopted  daughter  new 
firiends  and  new  relatives,  not  inferior  to 
those  the  eooentric  cruelty  of  her  grand&* 
tfaer  would  deprive  her  of;  but  I  have 
more  rdiance  on  the  honourable  integrit^f 
of  Mr.  Lewellyn,,  the  fraternal  affection 
of  lord  Fitzaubume»:  to  believe  they  will 
harbour  lasting  resentment  a^inst  this 
faultless  girl,  to  Ratify  the  unnatural 
wjhimsies  of  her  grandfather ;  on  the  con* 
trory,  when  the  simple  tale  of  truth  is  un« 
folded,  I  expect  their  praises  and  their 
thanks.' 

^*  The  countenance  of  lord  Coldbrook 
evinced  the  terror  he  experiencedi->^*  Do^' 
he- exclaimed^  with  wild  energy,  *  do  fuL 
fSi  jjoat  threats,  and  make  Lydia  the  veri^ 
est  wretch  that  ever  crawled  £his  earth<  in 

misery. 


144  aiSA  N£CEOMANCEB. 

misery,  for  I  will  haunt  her  private  walks, 
her  public  way,  and  curse  her  as  she  passes ; 
the  malediction  of  Lear  on  his  disobedient 
children  shall  be  blessings  of  peace  com- 
pared to  mine ;  sooner  would  I  turn  ma- 
niac, like  him,  and  ^ve  my  white  hair  to 
the  blast,  than  bear  the  scorn  of  proud- 
hearted  Lewellyn,  who  never  reared  a 
child,  to  feel  the  scorpion  sting  inflicted 
on  a  parent's  heart  by  disobedience ;  the 
frown  of  Henry  would  fire  my  brain  to 
madness ;  fulfil  your  threats,  cold-blooded 
tyrant,  but  tremble  for  the  fate  of  Lydia«' 
^*  The  heart  I  thought  was  marbled  by 
his  conduct,  melted  to  infant  softness  at 
the  misery  he  endured ;  but  colonel  Pack- 
enham  was  deaf  to  my  entreaties — *  This 
paroxysm  will  soon  be  over,*  remarked  he 
coldly ;  *  you  are  new  to  the  world,  Hu- 
bert, and  as  yet  have  only  seen  the  sunny 
side  of  life ;  his  lordship's  present  mood 
will  last  just  as  long  as  it  will  answer  his 
determined  purpose  to  forsake  his  grand- 
child, to  gratify  the  villain  Beregrove.' 

"  While 


•*  While  we  were  spetking.  lord  CWd- 
Vrook  was  busily  employed  in  writing;  it 
yfaa  an  Order  on  his  banker  for  fifty  thou-) 
sandpound4»  the  portion^  Lydia.-*'  Take 
thifl^*  he  <;r]e4  '  and  my  blessing  to  Xiydia^' 
You  haTe  now  gained  all  you  wanted: 
leave  me,  and  never  let  me  see  you  mwe 
—let  me  Bever  heptr  diat  Lydia  ia  an  in- 
habitant of  earth,  or  my  heaviest  maledio. 
tion  shail  pursue  her  to  the  extremity  of 
tfce  wwld* 

'  I  hope^  my  lord,'  said  the  oolond,  with 
the  undeviating  steady  calmness  he  had 
preserved  during  this  interview>  ^  your, 
better  reason  wiU  soon  be  triumphant  over 
this  wild  storm  of  passion ;  and  to  oblige 
your  lord^ip,  I  shall  not  mention  the  mar- 
riage of  your  granddaughter  at  Mount 
Hanover.  Her  husband  is  personally 
known  to  lord  Clermont  and  his  sister.' 

0 

^*  Lord  Coldbrook  left  England  in  a 
few  days,  and  remained  for  more  than  two 
years  in  Switzerland ;  and  lady  Lester  co- 
incided in  our  wish  to  keep  the  marriage 
►  -VOL*  ni.  H  of 


cfiaoMk  die  inflftalllttd  eirl  of  Clddiifoc^ 
ettteitiiified  df  kkek  Colbtii^  FlKkenhmn 
was  d^AdoSfy  BgBontlb  thk  oiiBasafef  Imt 
I  »ust  CGilrfeiBs  I  lircMi^ted  e^imttjF  itith 
Horoce«id  LycB*  theoM  eari'smide^Kclioii. 
*  ffigte  ftumtks  aAier  tills  niiMti)  we  lost 
our  seeond  ilAlter,  bimI  Ihe  eattb  again 
seemed  desolated  ta  Ids  orphaned  diildren. 
The  last  hours  of  his  life  were  employed 
ill  anxiety  finr  their  welftre,  and  his  last 
wishes  were  fiuthfully  complied  with.  Ho- 
race ieh  the  army,  settled  in  Devonshire, 
and  took  the  name  of  !PlEidkenham. 


CHAP- 
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The  Frofud  Oppn8$9or^ 

**  ITiJirABLB  to  resist  the  aatiestiet  of  Ho« 
raoe,  I  also  left  the  nrmy^  and  reoiRined 
with  him  at  PackenlMmi  HtlL  About 
two  months  aftar  the  deaA  of  our  pater* 
nsi  fiiendy  I  leoeived  a  letter  from  do^or 
Elements;  heaviness  of  heart  pervaded 
e^ety  line,  for  he  spoke  of  totww^  misfor- 
tune, asid  Ludua  O'Nidl.  H^  had  in- 
curred the  heavy  displeasare  of  his  &tber 
hy  marrying  a  porfaonlesfir  beauty;  Miss 
M*Dermot  was  young,  lovely,  and  accom-* 
pKshed ;  her  family  of  as  ancient  ^te,  as 
proudly  amohled,  as  that  of  the  faau^ty 
earl.  Mary  was  die  desoc&dant  of  prmoes. 
The  mother  of  Miss  M^OermoC  was  aster 
to  the  late  general  Hamnaertiky^    When 

hS  he 
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he  was  yet  an  infimt  in  the  nurse*8  anns, 
she  eloped  with  lieutenant  M^Dermoty  and 
her  father  never  forgave  this  Gretna^reen 
marriage.  M'Dennot  was  nearly  rdated 
to  the  prince  C-4 — ^n,  who  at  that  period 
kept  up  the  shadow  of  princely  state  in 
the  province  of  Connaugbt  The  young 
soldier  had  little  wealth  to  boast  but  his 
Inmour  and  hia  sword.  The  laurels  whiich 
his  intrepid  courage,  won,  were  entwined 
with  the  cypress  over  his  grave.  M'Der* 
mot  was  killed  in  battle,  but  the  youthful 
hero  lived  long  in  the  memory  of  his  bro- 
ther-soldiers. Mrs.  M^Dermot .  survived 
her  husband  but  a  few  weeks,  and  the  or- 
phaned Mary  was  reared  by  Hie  aunt  of 
l)er  father:  she.  was  unknown  and  unac- 
knowledged  by  the  &mily  of  her  mother. 
^  Mrs.  Mansellbad  sacrificed  early  youth 
and  perfect  beauty  to  age  and  infirmity : 
she  married  a  gentleman  old  enough  to  be 
her  grandfather,! to  seoune  the  wealth  and 
power  her  heart  panted  to  obtain ;  regal 
state  attended  the  haughty  dame,  as  fiuras 

4  ner 
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lier  power  or  her  ability  could  go ;  and 
Mrs.  Mansell  looked  down  with  true  Mi- 
lesian contempt  on  the  mushroom  nobility 
fast  springing  up  around  her.  Mrs.  Man^ 
sell  lived  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Hubert 
Castle,  and  a  friendly  interoourse  was  esta- 
blished between  the  haughty  peer  and  the 
as  haughty  commoner,  who  felt  deeply 
mortiiied  at  being  obliged  to  introduce 
LfUcius  0*Ni^ll  at  her  splendid  dinner- 
parties ;  but  the  society  of  lord  Dunleer 
was  to  be  obtained  on  no  other  terms,  and 
love's  young  dream  stole  imperceptibly 
into  the  bosoms  of  Lucius  and  of  Mary. 

'^The  most  favoured  gnest  at  Faro's 
Hall,  the  seat  of  Mrs.  Mansell,  was  sir 
Purelby  (yDonnelL  The  baronet  was  of 
true  Milesian  ancestry,  and  wealthy  be- 
y  ond  the  dreams  of  avarice.  What  though 
sixty  winters  had  wreathed  his  temples 
with  snow,  and  left  unmellowed.by  time 
the  stormy  passions  of  his  breast  ? — what 
though  the  jealous  canker  of  his  temper 
had  sent  an  unoffending  wife  to  seek  for 

H  8  peaceful 
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peaceful  quiet  id  an  eatly  grave  ?— k  nMiC- 
tered  not.  Maiy  was  destined  by  Iter 
aunt  to  be  the  wife  of  him  wko  robed 
with  tenor  every  fedling  of  her  heart; 
her  tearfiil  agony  availed  not;  and  the 
^v^ng  before  that  appointed  for  her  en- 
forced nuptiaK  Mary  became  the  wife  c£ 
Lucius  O^iefl. 

^  The  inaulting  rage  of  Mrs.  Maasdi 
roused  tiie  half-dormant  ai\ger  of  lord 
Dunfeer;  and  mutiiaUy  irriteted  against 
each  tother,  they  wnaaked  tfaefa:  vengevBce 
on  the  defenceless  pair.  As  Loeiits  O^Ni^ 
married  a  beggar,  the  haughty  earl  so- 
lemnly declared  b^gioy  should  be  his 
portion^  and  the  dishonour  attached  to  die 
birtt)  of  O^Niell  was  a  firm  barrier  against 
the  pardon  or  protection  of  the  princdiy- 
descended.  Mrs.  Mansell  every  hour  in- 
creased the  animosity  between  die  proud 
earl  and  haughty  dame ;  and  lord  Dunleer 
would  have  willingly  annihilated  his  only 
child,  to  see  his  widow  an  outcast  and  a 
beggar;  and  his  lordship  took  effectoal 

paina 
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jpainft  to  assure  bb  deserted  $otH  if  be  ac* 
oepted  any  pecuniay  assistance  ftom  lady 
Dunleer,  it  would  cause  an  eternal  sepani* 
tion  between  them, 

^Lucius  O'Nidl  Imd  an  independent 
spirit ;  his  abilities  were  of  the  very  fin|t 
order,  improved  by  all  that  science  ceuld 
bestow.  He  undertik^  to  ed<¥^te  ut 
young  gentlemen  of  mole,  and  gave  siidki 

general  sati$&etioiv  that  h\%  QKviber  wap 
Incfeasedy  ev^nagajast  bis  wishfs^to  twelve; 
4fqd  LfUciusi  and  Miny  eiijoyed  ^  inde- 
jpepdenDq  bestow^,  by  dieerfal  iadustry> 

vAtki  a  fuUnesf  ot  eoatm^wffat,,  w^h 
t\mt  bitberto«depf«dent  wttiatlon  fir^ 
.i^lided  th^m  firom  feeUngt  but  thfe  bitt^ 
SWOasfW  of  Mn.  Mansell  destroyed  th? 
bapf^e^s  of  thi^  unassuming  pair.  Sh« 
tuention^  in  bewng  of  k«d  Dunle^^  4 
a  huge  dinner-party  given  by  Iford  Coo^^y^ 
h&  intentioQ  of  sending  the  son  of  her 
favourite  footman  to  be  educated  by  ]>Ut 

cius  ONiell. 

^  Tbfit  yom^  fdlon  ia  iiow  la  W  pro- 

H  4  per 
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per  sphere/  continaed  the  haughty-mind- 
ed dame.  '  It  is  quite  delightful  to  be  unel- 
bowed  b3r  the  spurioas  ofispringof  second- 
rate  nobility,  for  I  neter  considered  my 
lord  Dunteer  of  the  first  order  of  true  Mi* 
lesian  ancestry/ 

**  Insult  could  go  no  higher;  and  the 
beggar  princess,  as  lord  Dunleer  always  ia 
derisions  calfad  the  humble  Mary,  was> 
marked  the  Tietim  of  bis  hate. 

'*  The  proud  eafi  sent  §&r  his  sctfi^  who 
had  always  been  equafly  the  olgect  of  his 
pride  and  his  tyranny,  and  offered  to  be- 
stow on*  him  the  Wititerton  estate,  to  have 
him  created  a  baron^  and  returned  as  a 
member  of  parliament  for  one  of  his  IcHrd- 
ship's  boroughs  at  the  ensuing  dectioir, 
and  to  restore  hhn  with  even  increased 
affection  to  his  heart,  provided  be  would 
desert  the  unoffending  Mary ;  or  if  O'Niell 
preferred  going  to  India,.  a)l  that  wealth 
could  purchase,  or  power  obtain^  should 
be  his  own. 

•    *^  Humble  yet  JGjrm  w^s  the  rejection  of 

|2us 
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ti:ii8  faonotirable  young  man ;  and  he  re* 
turned  to  his  wedded  Mary  with  a  heart 
proudly  eonadous  of  his  own  unfading 
vectitud^  yet  deeply  afficted  at  the  un^- 
fbi^ving  harshness  of  his  father. 

'•  It  was  the  eve  of  a  general  election^ 
and  lord  Ikmleer  openly  declared  his  in^ 
tention  of  opposing. the  parents  and  friends 
ef  those  pupils  educated  by  his  son.  The 
interest  of  the  powerful  lord  Dunleer  wa^ 
very  great;  in  one  day  the  pupils  of 
O'Niell  were  withdrawn,  and  the  proud 
«arl  looked  down  with  satis&ction  on  the* 
ruin  he  had  made. 

**  One  sendment  filled'  the  bosom  of  the' 
brothers,  Hubert  and  Horace  O'Niell— to 
]?escue  Lucius^  and  Mary  from  the  power 
of  their  unnatural  relatives,,  to*  prevail  on 
them  to  remain  at  Packenham  HaU,  till 
some  arrangement  could  be  made  for  the 
fiitare  establishment  of  him  whose  first 
introduction  had  secured  their  fratemali 
Begard. 

"  An  hour  after,  this  resolution*  was^ 

H  &  taken,, 


154  HUSH  HBCRCnf  ANCEft. 

taken^  I  was  on  the  road  to  make  tiiU  w- 
quest  personany ;  Horace  would  have  been 
my  eompanion,  but  the  confinement  of 
Lydia  was  houriy  expected  to  take  place. 
With  doctor  Clements  I  proceeded  to  the 
house  of  CNidl  in  Hume-street,  and  all 
his  sorrows  were  forgotten  in  the  delight 
of  our  unexpected  meeting.  A  pensive 
softness  rested  on  the  beautiftd  faee  of 
Mary ;  meekness  and  resignation  the  ex- 
pression of  her  soft  cerulean  eye.  Lucius 
gave  a  patient  hearing  to  my  earnest  en- 
treaties for  him  to  leave  Ireland,  and  re- 
side with  us  at  Padcenham'  Hall.  The 
thanks  of  0*Niett  were  manly,  his  grati- 
tude was  dignified. 

*  If  I  accept  this  load  of  obligation,  cap* 
tain  0*Niell,.  it  must  be  on  my  own  termsJ' 

''  I  startled  at  the  unusual  formality  of 
this  address. 

^  Be  not  an^py,  fktend  c^  my  advevsity,r 
said  this  deeply-thinking  young  man; 
<  Hubert  and  HcH*ace  pass  the  lips  of 
Lucius.  Q*Niell?— >«o.    Before  I  married 

my 
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t9  tanpoft  ^  by  nqr  i>wn  U)dwtl7»  the 
Hi}  of  Hfdew  d«p«)d^i«e  bad  tong  w^i^ 
eoed  on  my  «pul;  heir  wty  tQ  the  nii^or4 
times  of  my  mother*  I  h^d  no  40ttl#d  mnk 
mt  feftune  t  and  Miuy*  equaUy  bu»bli»  fuid 
dependent,  rmdily  oonaented  to  faUovr  the 
fifaui  I  had  dktwn  qf  fatui^e  iadepefidence 

lm6^r^  we  weit  uniled.  I  had  IIP  hpp9 
fiom  lord  13>mjffffi..p0  eii^e^tetkxi  ibom 
Mrs.  ManadL  I  did  not  enpeet  indeed  tq^ 
meet  tiie  beairy  hand  i>f  of^iewion ;  but 
fthia  hour  hait^  given  m?  friend^  and  kiii^ 
dred»  that  I  would  not  r^vigo:  |br  all  the 
pomp  andpageantry  that  honoutable  births. 
that  power  or  til^*  aould  b^tow.  If  Mn 
Packenham  will  acoept  niy  a^rviee^  at 
ateward — or  age^  if  yoii  wi^*^  oontimied 
tha^^uidi^ying  O'NifUL,  aah«  remwrk?d  th^^ 
frown  of  vexf^ioft  wbidi  darkened  loy 
brow  at  the  fii9t  api^Uatjon  he  had'  nacned^ 
I  f  I  feel  myself  fldly  competent  to  the  ta^kt. 
Early  impressed  with  the  idea  that  my 
futoe  an^rfc  mudt  d^MSid  on  pa^  own^ 

£l6  exertions^ 
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exertions,  I  entreated  my  earliest  fnend; 
lady  Dunleert  before  I  entered  college 
that  I  might  be  educated  for  aoe  of  the 
learned  professions;  but  Ibis  my  lordfy 
father  woiild  not  admit  of;  and  at  this 
period,  miacquamted  with  the  fntuie  heir 
of  Dunleer,  I  determined  never  to  beeome 
a  pensioner  en  his  bounty,  if  the  caiNrid* 
ous  earl,  my  father,  should  leave  me,  un* 
provided,  to  his  demency.  I  anxiously 
sought  i^r  every  useful  knowledge.  I 
am  a  perfect  master  of  accounts,  and  agri* 
culture  has  been  my  most  anxious  study ; 
and  as  lord  Dunleer  never  suffered  any  one 
to  contradict  but  himsdf,  I  made  what 
experiments  I  pleased,  which, were  gene^ 
i^ly  successful.' 

*  On  your  ow^n  terms  then,  my  kinsman, 
my  friend,  come  and  reside  with  those 
friends  who  duly  appreciate  your  value; 
and  this  lovely  girl  will  find  in  our  beau- 
teous Lydia  a  sister  worthy  o£  her  affec* 
tions.* 

The  pleasure  which  this  simple  ex- 

presfflon 
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prtmon  bestowed  on  tke  heart  of  ONiell, 
jja^owed  on  his  expressive  features,  as  he 
softly  said — ^  Mary  would  never  look  for 
equality  on  the  part  of  Mrs.  PaekeHham ; 
subordinate  was  their  station«*-4ub(Nrdimite 
it  must  be.^  Mary»  in  her  uaion  with  him^ 
had  willingly  consented  to  sink  her  lofty 
pretensions  to  high,  births  to  the  homUe 
level  of  her  husband's.^  as  the  wife  of 
O'Niell^  she  would  feel  the  kindness  ex- 
tended to^  them  both,  and  never  pass  the 
barrier  of  respectful  gratitude.-**'  IMstinct 
must  be  our  tabte^-^iistinct  must  be  oun 
apartments,  os  I  must  seek  from  a:stianger'a 
hand  that  support  and.  assistance^  I  would 
aeeept  with  gratefid  pride  from  those 
whose  virtues  are  registered  in  my  heart's 
eore.  My  children,  dependent  on  the  iiK 
ditstry  of  tfaeirfatiker,  must  be  reared  hmn^^ 
bk  as  tlieir  fortune,  and.' their  parents' en^ 
force  by  example  that  humility  so  neees^ 
sary  for  their  station;' 

**  I  QdHsented  to  all  he  proposed;  and 
Jeft  Irdand  ipthout  making  any  inquiry 

for 
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C)*Dowd  was  as  weH  fed,  dollied^  and  edi^ 
cated,  as  my  heir.  On  my  sout^,  I  believe 
at  this  moment  he  Is'  the  best  scholar  of 
the  two;  and  ifthe  humitity,  unceasingly 
mculeated  in  his  dodle  mind*  by  his  pSp 
rents^  prevented  him  from  being  spoiled 
t^  your  overweening  indulgence,  even 
when  thdr  warning  voice  was  no  longer 
near  htmv  they  are  thecauseof  his  deeply- 
to*be-deplored-  degradation^  which  has  not 
prevented  his  forming,  unknown  and  un- 
acknowledged as  he  has  been*  till  within 
this  hour^  an  alliance  with  one  of  the  no^ 
blest  houses  in  Scotltod.** 

Mri>el  and  herfkmily  candiscriminater 
said  the  major,  gravely..  **  My  own  near 
relation,  the  cousin  of  Hammersley,  to  be 
so  treated,  scarcely  better  tfiana  domestic!* 
"  Hear  me  for  my  cause,  and  be  patient 
whiFe  you  hear,^  said  the  smiling  earl,  ^  and 
I  will  tell  you-  all,  good  cousin  Percy,  and 
bear  in  your* mind-  the  motto  of  Lucius 
O^Nfell — ^*  Subordinate  we  ar&--subordi« 

nate- 
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nate  we  must  be;*  and  when  you  have 
heard  my  imlnd  nnyaitiished  tate,  tlien 
blame  his  fiitha*  and  your  unde,  if  you  oan.** 

A  summ<Mi8  to  dinner  prevented  any 
fartlier  convenation  for  the  present,  and 
lord  ColdlHOok  received  a  message  from 
Hammersley,  that  he  would  dine  at  the 
Grove  with  bis  cousin,  Mr.  ODowd,  and 
would  remain  there  till  next  morning. 

**  I  wonder  what  Frank  is  manoeuvring 
about,"*  said  lord  Dunleer :  **  no  matter,  let 
him  fitdic  on— the  feefing  is.  honourable 
which  guides  his  every  action." 

Jjord  Dunleer  was  equally  anxious  as 
hia  auditors  to  bring  his  eventful  history 
to  a  oondusion,  and  when  the  servsmts  left 
ihe  room,  he  again  resumed  his  narrative: 

^  I  answered  at  the  baptismal  foiit  for 
the  son  of  Lucius,  and  gave  him  my  own 
name,  which  the  predetermined  humility 
of  his  &ther  abbreviated  into  Hugh.  Every 
tiiing  prospered  beneath  the  guiding  hand 
of  our  kinman — the  fiillness  of  oonteiit» 
the  deli^l:  of  social  bappmess^  was  ours^ 
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Shortljr  tfta:  tlie  birth  of  Hugh,  Ummot 
mA  I.  met  a  simple,  but  m%  iU4o<HuQg, 
young  lad  gowkir^  through  the  ibrubbery ; 
he  was  ureU  but  not  fiaely  dnssaed»  and  a 
well-stored  wallet  was  shixi^  «t  the  end  cf 
a  sdck^  which  be  earned.  aCroai  hia  shotti^ 
der.  He  seemed  d^igllted  at  oar  iqppear- 
RQoe,  and  fearless  approached  with  hat  ia 
hand.  '  His  aecettt  waa  Irtfbi  Mid  his  mai»- 
ner  truly  Hibemifu^  in  its  native  uncul- 
tured stata 

'  Flease  yow  honour^  gentleoMa/  he 
began,  *  would;  you  be  pleased  to  tell  m? 
whi^e  one  osirtaiii  O'Nielli  esq.  Uvea  in 
these  parts?  for  I  Csm^  all  the  way  (rom 
Irdaod  to  be  hU  serrant  at  commtodt  with* 
oDt  either  file  or  rewaid.  I  fan  pkni^ 
aod  sow,  aad  map  and  \m^  and  plant 
land  and  dig  potatoes,  pbmse  your  hh 
noun^  and  bed^anddftleh,  and  mow;  and 
moreover«  themes  tiot  a  led  iki  Uie  eonnkf 
lioldare  I'd  turn  my  batk  to  lor  Uidt^ 
good  care  of  houses  i  aiid  if  it's  ^pajbe  egfw* 
able  to   his   bonoikr^  worthi(b   captMii 

CNien, 
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ONidl  rd  just  as  lief  slee^  in  &»  •trfOct 

tfo  save  trouble;  and  TU  be  agreedsfe -mif- 

sdf  la  take  the  run  of  the  kitichen,  juat  as 

it€oinesi»  good  and  bad,  for  Vm  neitlMr  mee 

nor  dsinty,  please  your  hcmocirt ;  and  I'm 

3  Teiy  handy  boy  too  at  mining  all  maif- 

ner  of  Sahing-flies  out  of  wrens  feathers 

.and  other  Hltie  bufds;  and  I  was  red^oned 

to  make  better  and  steadier  dogs,  in  tiie 

-way  of  pointing  and  setting;  than  Tim 

DresooU  the  dc^-trainer  at  Hiiican;  and 

moreover  I  can* * 

^  But  the  voice  of  O'NidI  afopped  the 
ra)nd  uttennee  of  oor  new  aoqu«mtonee» 
as  he  exdaimed — '  What  on  eaHlh«  Fhtl^ 
Benson,  brought  you  to  England  ?* 

^  What  brought  ine  to  En^nd  r  repeal- 
ed Philip;  *  your  own  sel^  to  be itire,  Mr. 
O'NieBL' 

^  He  seissed  the  extended  band  of  L^- 
<^8,  and  as  he  pressed  it  to  Us  tips,  liie 
tears  of  genuine  a£Peetion  fell  from  ^he 
eyies  of  Aia  fidthfiil  creature* 

*  And  ;how,  is  Mrs.  CyNieQt  nay  <>^"^ 

sweet 
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sweet  fiMter-sista*,  Miss  Maiy  M^Dermot 
tiiat  was  ?  I  hope  she  atit  waiting-maid 
to  nobody,  for  you  don't  look  a  bit  fike  a 
footman,  Mr.  0*NieII,  but  just  like  a  gnmd 
gentleman,  as  you  always  did.- 

*  What  are  you  raving  about  footmen 
and  waiting-maids,  honest  fviend?*  said 
Horace,  his  polished  brow  conred  intaan- 
ger. 

*  Lord  save  you,  young  gentleman;' 
cried  Philip,  with  great  simplicity,  *  don^t 
spoil  your  beautiful  fiiee  so;  if  ifs  a  lie,  as 
I  hope  it  ilB,  it's  none  of  my  making,  but 
an  owing  to  Miss  OShaughnessy  the  toad- 
^ter  at  Fan's  Hall-^bad  luck  to  her,  that 
never  had  a  good  word  for  any  body  yet, 
barring  it  brought  grist  to  her  own  mill ! 
and  so  she  reported  all  over  the  country,  to 
please  madam  Mansell,  and  to  vex  your 
hard-hearted  old  father,  lord  Dunleer;  and, 
to  be  sur^  lie  did  rave  like  mad^at  tlie  saihe 
time  sajdng  that  you  went  as  footmai^  and 
that  beautiful  Miss  Mary,  that  was^  went  to 
be  waitiDg^maid  in  foreign  parts,  seeiiig  his 

cruel 
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^arud  faard-faefirtedness^wouldn't  lefcyoulaye 
3m  pace  and  qaietness  at  home,  though  you . 
asked  fiir  nothing  from  nobody :  so  I  be* 
tiioagfat  in  my  own  mind  I'd  go  to  serviee 
too,  not  that  I'd  have  the  face  to  hsve  the 
assurance  to  put  myself  on  a  par  with  my 
lietters;  only  for  the  love  and  duty  I  bear 
you,  Mr.  O'Niell,  and  Miss  Mary  that  was, 
my  own  sweet  foster-sister,  I  came  over 
seas  to  hire  with  captain  O^iell,  esq.  with- 
out fee  or  reward,  just  to  have  the  pleasure 
and  honour  of  doing  your  work  and  my 
own,  Mr.  O'Niell;  and  his  worship's  ho- 
nour, the  captain,  will  find  me  a  true  and 
fiuthful  servant  to  my  life's  end.    Amen !' 
.  **  Philip  was  established  as  the  imme* 
diate  servant  of  O'Niell,  and  it  was  many 
days  before  the  delirium  of  his  joy  sub-, 
sided. ..  Anxious  to  be  useful,  Philip  was. 
the  complete  Scrub  of  the  family ;  but  the 
diildren  and  the  horses  were  the  objeetSt 
4^  his.  peculiar  care.-—'  Go  to  Philip,'  was 
almost  the  first  word  spoken  by  each  pet<- 
ted  lusclun.    He  knew,  no  greater  joy  thaa 

their 
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their  oMiaes  oooUL  baitotr<^n6  gteater 
pride  tiuDi  tbe  horses  at  Packenhan  HaB 
were  the  finest  ia  the  whole  cpmitry ;  and 
ftUhlttl  and  true  he  has  been  to  the  linag 
and  the  dead. 


CHAPTER  VIII 


<^»^>»#s»^  ^^^ 


The 


^  Emkbton,  a  oorporate  town,  which  le- 
turned  two  memfaens  to  parBmnent,  was 
within  half  a  mile  of  Padcenham  Hall;  and 
whenHemy^  now  called  Percy,  was  nearly 
two  years  old,  giettt  eleofeioneeimg  was  go- 
ing forward  in  the  neighbourhood.  Co- 
lonel Piacbenhain  had  requested  liuit  Ho- 
Moe  woidd  call  hit  flat  son  Henry  Per- 
oeval,  as  a  eovtoixirating  proof  of  his  affi- 
nity, to  lord^  Coldhvook;  and  has  last  in* 
josiGttoM  wen,  tO'pioent  theliyhi^  Lydia 

to 


foher  ^fiitnily,  when  dial  hour  should  iam& 
i^hen  her  eeeenttie  giand&ther  could  do 
longer  oppose  it  Tilt  Tole  and  interest 
of  Horace  were  sofioited  hf  the  fiiends  of 
the  rival  candidates ;  hufci  determined  to 
avoid  idl  party  feuds  and  dissensions  where 
he  fe)t  no  interesti  Horace  preserved  his 
own  neutralitf ^  and  left  his  tenants  to  act 
just  as  they  pleased. 

^  Two  days  before  the  dection>  a  noUe- 
man  of  very  pompous  hearing  called  on 
my  brother  (it  was  the  marquis  of  Lever- 
ton))  to  soficit  die  interest  of  Horace  for 
bis  ^est  sen,  Wd  Medway»  who  was  just 
of  age.  Hie  marquis,  who  owned  a  large 
estate  in  l>evonfildr^  took  infinite  pains  to 
prove  his  son  would  be  suf^^orted  by  all 
tike  men  of  rank  and  ihshion  in  the  ne^li- 
bottrhood.-^'  My  go^ther/  continued  his 
l^tfd^ipk  ^  the  most  cCMnplele  eveigreen  in 
ea&n^noB,  has^  promised  to  give  my  boy  his 
personal  support;  loid  Coldln-ook  has 
great  ItoidiBd  intevedt  in^Devonshke,  and 
ttoi^  jpaHC  stvettty>  possesses  mote  active 

energy 
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energy  dian  many  men  of  fifty;  you  ile» 
ver  beheld  a  finer  old  Gredan.  Allow 
me,  Mr.  Faokenfaam*  to  introduce  my 
fiiend,  lord  Coldbrookt  to-morrow.* 

'  If  lord  Coldbrook  will  call  on  me  alone 
to-morrow,  my  lord  marquis,  I  will  pro-i 
mise  my  interest,  and  that  of  my  fii^ids, 
unconditionally,  to  your  son ;  though  un- 
known  to  lord  Coldbrook,  some  oC  my 
fiiends  are  most  anxious  to  please  him^  and 
I  wish  privately,  in  their  names,  to  pay 
this  compliment  to  his  lordship,. 

**  With  abundance  of  fine  speeches 
ready  <x)ined  for  the  occasion,  the  most 
noUe  the  marquis  of  Leverton  took  his 
kave;  Horace  left  me  to  prepare  the  mind 
of  his  much-loved  Lydia  for  this  meeting 
with  her  grandfather;  and  without,  ac- 
knowledging my  intention  to  my  bro- 
ther, I  secretly  determined  to  terrify  or 
lui;e  the  old  e^^rl  into  restoring  the  living 
Lydia  to  her,  family. 

''The  simplicity  ^^fPhjOip  was  not^  folly; 

it  was  rather  a  natural  maskj  which  con- 

.  .  cealed 


cM^ed  ftheier  gcmi  Muse  and  quieknesB  of 
^p^vehensiont  and  I  SAt  Inelined  to  tniet 
tbM  fidelity  I  had  so  little  cause  to  doubt. 
I  told  my  intratioa  to  Lucius  O'Niell;  be 
conGrmed  my  reliance  on  Philip,  whole 
honest  faith  he  would  guarantee  with  his 
own. 

**  With  restless  impatience  I  watdlied 
tbe  appearanoe  of  lard  Coldbrook  the  &l- 
lowing  morning,  who,  anxious  to  ^^^^ 
hia  friend,  made  an  early  visit  Ko  otb«r 
aervant  attended  but  Philip,  who  condwst- 
fd  his  lordship  thr oi^h  a  small  anti-rocnn, 
leldom  used,  to  the  state^  drawing-ropro. 
Concealed  by  some  ornamental  drapery,  t 
tbi^w  the  wizard  voice  softly  and  sweetly 
m  bis  ear — *  Welcome,  earl  of  Coldl»pok; 
tilpe  guardian  spirit  of  O'Niell  greets  you 
with  kindest  welcome ;  the  hearts  of  Ho- 
race and  Ly^  Packenham  spring  to  mwt 
th&r  grandsire;  earl  of  Coldbrook,  bless 
and  jforgive  your  children.* 

*'  Philip^  true  to  his  instructions;,  in- 
atantly  thcew  open  the  door,  and  {Ickw^ 

^  ^OL.  III.  I  and 
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and  Lydia  knelt  at  the  feet  of  the  half- 
terrified  but  delighted  old  eari. — *  Liddy, 
my  darling,  my  beautiful  Liddy/  exclaim- 
ed, lord  Coldbrook,  as  he  lavished  the 
'fbndest  caresses  on  *  his  granddaughter, 
•'  are  you  really  and  indeed  the  wife  of  the 
much-esteemed  Packenham,  and  not  mar- 
ried, as  I  believed,  for  all  his  prate  to  the 
contrary,  to  that  swaggering  lobster-back, 
my  lord  Wouldbe.  You  are  a  very  fine 
fellow,'  continued  the  earl,  looking  ear- 
nestly on  the  face  of  the  happy  Horace, 
.*  a  very  handsome  fine  fellow;  God  bless 
ybu  both,  my  children !  you  are  the  hand- 
somest pair  in  all  Christendom.* 

♦*  Lucius,  Mary,  Philip,  and  I,  remain- 
ed in  a  distant  part  of  the  room,  concealed, 
for.  I  determined  the  meeting  of  Lydia 
with  her  grandfather  should  be  sufficientlj 
witnessed.  I  now  advanced,  with  the  in- 
V  fiint  Henry  in  my  arms;  all  the  smiles 
and  graces  instantly  fled  from  the  counte- 
nance of  the  angry  earl. — .*  Who  sent  fer 
you,'  he  exclaimed,  with  ragefiil  violence^ 

'captuB 
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^  captain  Swagger-and-Bounce?  I  never 
desire  to  see  your  brazen  face  agun,  my 
vapouring  lord,  of  Air  Balloon  Hall.' 

**  I  endeavoured  to  look  humble,  but 
all  in  vain,  for  the  spirit  of  the  wizard 
was  upon  me, .  and  1  growled  slowly  on 
his  ear — *  Receive  your  great-grandson 
from  the  hand  of  his  uncle,  and  beware 
how  you  offend  the  family  of  O'Niell.' 

"  The  dismayed  but  still-angry  eari 
sprang  on  his  feet,  for  he  had  seated  him- 
self with  great  cordiality  between  Horace 
and  Lydia^  when  the  well-tutored  boy 
held  out  his  little  arms  to  his  great-grand- 
sire,  and  repeated,  with  infant  sweetness 
— *  Welcome,  grandpapa,  to  Packenbam 
HaU.' 

'  Thank  you,  my  beautiful  darling,' 
cried  the  completely-subdued  earl ; '  thank 
you  ten  thousand  times,  my  beautiful  dar^ 
ling;'  and,  as  he  covered  his  infant  &oe 
with  kisses,  the  wizard  and  his  anger  were 
forgotten* 

^*  Perfectly  reconciled  to  the  choice  his 

X  S!         granddaughter 
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gnmddiugliter  had  made,  yet  lord  GM- 
iKOok  oould  not  be  lured  to  «daiowIe^pe 
the  deception  he  had  ^ctised^  and  the 
Mttie  was  acted  over  again,  with  increaaed 
violence,  I  had  witnessed  at  Elmwodd 
Castle.  That  letter  now  in  your  possession, 
Fercy,  will  give  you  some  idea  of  the 
strength  of  language  used  by  the  old  eait ; 
obstinate  in  error,  yet  his  lordship  had  not 
iufficient  art  to  conceal  that  he  wsis  now 
fully  acquainted  with  the  real  charaetor  af 
lord  Beregrove,  or  the  terror  he  e^q^ 
rienced  of  Mr.  Lewellyn  or  his  grandson  be^ 
ing  informed  of  the  part  he  had  acted ;  and 
the  maledictions  he  called  down  on  the 
heads  of  Lydia  and  her  husband  wwa 
really  dreadful,  if  they  attempted  to  le- 
veel  the  secret  of  their  wedded  hi^piness, 
which  otherwise  the  earl  as  loudly  pmysd 
might  continue  to  extreme  old  age. 

**  The  voice  c£  the  wiaard  now  thun- 
dered through  the  room,  and  the  fionr 
hearted  lord  Coldbrook  shook  with  fear.*^ 
« I^  the  guardian  spirit  of  O'MieH,  #iUily 
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on  tlie  vmg$  «f  the  «¥^«tii^  and  infimn 
the  unele  and  the  lirotfaer  of  Ljydia  ONi^ 
PMkwhaiB  of  the  dooeptive  wt  j^aetiMd 
hy  her  hoaiy^heeded  giandnre;  till  tben 
I  leave  you,  earl  of  Coldbvook;  aee  that 
yom  act  ere  then  an  honest,  honourable 
part,  OT  dread  my  power,  my  vengeaBoe> 
weak  erring  mortaL' 

**  I  alsQost  pitied  the  agonised  temna 
endnred  by  the  atiU-hardaied  earl;  and 
we  came  to  a  sort  of  compromise,  little 
saitis&ctory  to  any  person  but  himself;  but 
Lydia  and  Horace  trembled  at  the  old 
man's  jnalediction*  wbieh  unsparingly  ex* 
taided  to  generations  yet  unborn ;  and 
the  firiBb-sonled  Lucius  O'Nidl  shrunk 
witin  hoiTor  fn»n  his  threat^^ed  vengeanee. 

"  It  would  weary  your  patience  and  niy 
own  to  vepeat  the  fiftieth  part  of  all  that 
passed;  we  came  at  l^^h  to  the  compio- 
mise  I  have  mentioned,  and  coo^nted  to 
ootio^  this  useless  secret,  till  Henry  had 
completed  his  twenty«*third  year*  from 
and  all  the  ehildien  of  Lydia;  and  to 

1 8  prevent. 
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prevent,  if  possible,  any  intercourse  be- 
tween them  and  not  only  their  mother's 
but  their  &ther's  family,  who  were  well 
informed  of  the  real  rank  of  Lydia,  till 
that  period  should  arrive. 

"  When  we  had  given  the  solemn  pro- 
mise, oath  I  might  as  well  call  it,  exacted 
by  his  lordship,  the  earl  of  Coldbrook  re- 
spired with  leTsened  anguish,  and  at  his 
desire  the  name  of  Henry  was  changed  to 
Percy.  When  this  tumult  of  warring 
passions  had  in  some  degree  subsided,  lord 
Coldbrook  mentioned  the  wizard  vcMce; 
but  we  all  solemnly  protested  against  any 

/  voice  being  heard  t?ut  that  of  the  present 
party.    O'Niell  gravely  remarked*  that  he 

-  had  often  heard  there  was  a  necromancer 
or  guardian  spirit  in  the  family  of  0*NielI, 
that  he  was  seldom  seen,  and  never  heard, 
but  to  prevent  oppression  and  ill  treats 
ment ;  and  his  power  and  his  anger  were 
equally  dreaded  and  felt  by  those  who  in- 
jured or  offended  the  family  he  protected. 
^  I  wish  I  could  see  him,*  said  the  cre- 
dulous 
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dulous  earl ;  '  I  never  saw  a  downright 
conjurer  yet  Lords  Greythom  and  Mel* 
ross  indeed,  I  often  heard,  were  much 
given  to  magic;  but  then  they  looked  like 
other  people:  I  would  like  to  see  a  good 
wrinkled  conjurer,  with  his  wand  and  his 
beard,  just  such  as  we  read  of.' 

^  You  shall  see  the  guardian  spirit  of 
O'Niell,'  softly  spoke  the  wizard  voice ; 
and  the  countenance .  of  lord  Coldbrook 
was  illumined  into  brightness. 

**  The  long  absence  of  the  earl  had  too 
severely  tried  the  patience  of  his  friend, 
the  marquis  of  Leverton;  we  now  per- 
ceived him  riding  up  the  avenue,  acoom* 
panied  by  his  son,  lord  Medway ;  the  bro- 
thers, and  the  magic-believing  earl,  re- 
mained only  to  receive  them ;  and  the  next 
day  lord  Medway  was  duly  elected. 

^'  I  appeared  in  true  magical  state  at 
the  bedside  of  lord  Coldbrook  the  follow- 
ing night,  and  left  him  wrapped  in  Ely- 
sium ;  I  had  been  to  his  lordship  the  most 
agreeable  of  kind-hearted  magicians,  and 

1 4  left 
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kft  BO  Sxmht  upon  fan  mind  of  the  tetBty 
of  tnagio^Hi  oonfiitdation  whi«h  tke  hmtt 
€f  tibe  corantric  earl  had  long  panted  to 

obtain. 

**  His  lordship  remained  with  u«  fbr  ^ 
weeks,  and  with  joyinl  haste  retamed  to 
Packenham  Hall,  when  the  absmMe  of  his 
grandson,  lord  Fitzauburne,  permitted  this 
general  holiday ;  even  the  eooentridtiea  of 
k»d  Coldbrook  endeared  him  to  our 
hearts;  unbounded  was  his  lore,  undis- 
guised hb  enmity,  guileless  and  bonour- 
aUe  his  heart,  swayed  into  error  only  by 
the  worthless  Beregroye ;  but  the  portioii 
of  Lydia  he  sought  not  to  withhold,  to 
oppress  or  persecute  her  husband.  A  fislae 
pride,  mingled  with  a  stiQ  falser  sbame^ 
prevented  his  avowing  the  only  glamig 
error  of  his  blameless  life ;  but  peace  be  to 
his  shade!  we  loved  and  we  mourned  him 
with  filial  affection. 

'*  O'Niell  deeply  pondeited  on  the  heavy 
task  imposed  upon  us  all,  which  the  un- 
folding inind  of  Percy  proved  evety  day 

to 


to  be  move  diffieiilt»  and»  by  his  guidfttMNik 
we  agreed  to  aend  our  eldest  hope  to  Soot* 
lead  for  edttcatioiis  md  to  pkee  him  «t  m 

early  age  in  the  eriDy>  that  change  of  fioene      \ 
might  fwrent  any  ciuiotts  investigaticH^ 

en  hia  part»  into  either  his  fiither^s  or  his 
aral^r^s  femily :  young  Hugh  was  reai^d 
by  the  determined  O'Niell  to  be  his  squire^ 
^sfenden  end  friend.  Hubert  O'NieU  has 
pmred  himself  worthy  to  be  called  the  S09 
of  his  firt;her,  and  praise  can  go  no  higher. 

^  The  SOD  of  Mary  waa  the  idol  oC  Phi* 
lip'ahewt ;  perfisctibtlity  sat  on  every  k)ok| 
and  mMion,  and  smile  of  this  darling  boy; 
and  the  voice  of  Philip^  and  his  alone^ 
could  lore  erefy  secret  thov^t  from  bis 
sleepi^  feyaurite ;  thus  he  unoonscioudy 
divulgod  what  inqfuisitoriid  tortures  wouU 
not  have  foiced»  him  to  reveal. 

^  la  beauty1»  Uooii^  in  manhood's 
prim^  Horace  dad  Lydia  were  called  to 
Itheir  native  skssa;  and  the  fever  which 
terminated  their  eadsiience»  ra^ed  for  mftny 
days  throttj^  the  veins  of  their  dewlated 

1 5  broths. 
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brother^  whose  first  care  was,  when  ftason 
and  energy  were  restored,  to  place  his  (mt- 
phaned  nephew  in  Scotland,  nominally  for 
education,  but  really  to  separate  him,  till 
the  allotted  period,  from  his  &mtly. 

**  To  doctor  Singleton,  the  rector  of 
Emerton,  I  communieated  as  much  of  my 
&mily  history  as  I  thought  necessary,  for 
my  sacred  promise  only  extended  to  con- 
ceal from  the  children  of  Lydia  their  fiu 
mily  tonnexions;  and  without  entering 
into  minute  particulars,  or  betraying  their 
relationship  to  lord  Coldbrook,  I  acknow- 
ledged a  secret  was  to  be  revealed  when 
the  eldest  of  these  orphan  boys  had  com- 
pleted his  three-and-twentieth  year;  for 
Hugh  had  been  reared  by  his  parents  as 
the  child  of  his  master^s  bounty,  as  O'Niell, 
to  him  always  called  my  brother,  the  &• 
mily  name,  the  deep-thinking  Ldictus  was 
apprehensive  might  lead  to  a  premature 
d^^wty,  and  he  gave  the  name  0*Dowd, 
Which  was  that  of  his  nurse,  to  his  son. 

**  Percy,  like  his  unde^  was  fiited  to 

kup^qt 


179 

lunenttiiedeatliofalmiigristar.  Flon 
CyBrifiD,  whkli  is  her  faopliin^ 
eduGstod  by  my  sistar  as  her  own  dsu^ 
ter;  to  seponte  Vetcy  Packenham  fiom 
ewery  kindred  ti^  I  was  reported  as  dead» 
and  my  heart  Ued  as  I  secretly  witnessed 
Ae  mieacpected  grief  of  the  youtfafid 
moamer  fi>r  his  unde  and  his  rister.  Doe- 
tor  Sin^^feton  aooorded  to  my  wish^  and 
became  the  nominal  guardian  of  my  ne* 
^lew ;  by  his  advice,  who  guaranteed  the 
princii^  and  the  alnlities  of  his  fiiend»  I 
placed  these  seeming^y^isolated  boys  widi 
a  dOTgjrman  in  Scotland^  and  never  had 
oocanon  to  regret  the  sdection  made  by 
the  wcMTthy  rector. 

^  Philip  fidlowed  the  fcnrtunes  of  his  &- 
vouiites;  but  befofe  this  anxiously-sought- 
for  indu^ence  would  be  granted,  his  hmg- 
headed  master,  as  Philip  always  cdled 
(^Nieilt  made  him  take  a  solemn  oath  to 
reveal  aD  he  ever  openly  heard  of  his  young 
master's  every  thou|^t,  which  he  could 
fane  at  will  from  his  slee|^ng  &voorite; 

1 6  thus 
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tints  every  actkm^  every  tKoai^  mwi 
open  to  our  viev;  and  witk  ^Mieoflmrt 
I  now  declare  my  kinsman  and  my  meoe 
have  no  oaose  to  blnsb  for  tUa  feoBtdng 
i^Bgister. 

^  I  femained  for  some  montiis  m  8oe^ 
laod»  and  every  Sunday  saw  at  kiik  mf 
flttivingboys,  for  disguise  to  me  wis  paBi> 
tkne;  and  W0te  than  once  I  have  addreaa^ 
ed  my  nephew  as  a  wandering  mendamiM; 
and  always  found  Hkte  open  hand  of  cfaarity 
was  his;  and  ardos  Hugh  has  bestowed 
his  hst  shilUng,  won  by  my  artful  tale. 

^  You  remember  the  crimson  satin, 
F^rcy»  and  the  surprise  my  first  letter  oe* 
casioned  parson  James,  that  is  the  travri* 
ling  name  given  hkn>  I  Aink,  by  Hubert 
ONi^.  I  bad  due  notice  given  me  by 
Fhffip  of  your  intention,  and  witnessed 
the  bargain-making  abilities  of  my  foithftil 
aHy  in  MHSttgafB  shop.  As  we  ^spected 
tome  resistance  on  the  plot  of  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  James^  I  gave  the  letCer  to  Fl^p^ 
which  he  oonvefed  with  great  dextetity 

into 
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into  the  podtet  of  oar  good  panooy  wkoM 
tomd  was  relieved^  at  my  reqafst,  by  doe> 
tor  fling^etoii^  who  ackitewkdgcd  ht  ha4 
bteh  phyed  a  fiindlj  trick,  but  reqwitad 
lie  would  make  no  inquiries ;  he  abo  ao« 
knowkdged  there  was  a  secret  attadied  ta 
Hm  Inrth  of  hia  pnpils,  which  a  few  yeait 
wtbald  unfbld^^mentioned  them  as  nearly 
Miated  to  eaeh  otiier,  and  requested  wt* 
ctecf,  winch  he  aa  fiathfiiUy  observed^ 

^  AH  the  ietletfs  you  reoeired  from  tsk% 
yoinr  unknown  guardian,  were  pkced^  by 
the  hand  of  niilip,  with  whom  I  oautanfe* 
ly  cofteBponded  wh(»  not  immediately 
near  you,  who  oonvi^ed  them,  hy  my  or^ 
ders,  as  secretly  away. 

**  Shoitly  after  the  appearance  of  Mrs. 
James  in  her  ChristaMS  finery,  I  rece&Yed 
a  summons  from  lord  Dunleer,  and  Luoiui 
O'Niell,  with  little  hope  of  forgiveness  from 
his  stem  teher,  went  with  me  to  Ireland. 
As  I  entered  the  ehamber  c^  lord  DMsdesf^ 
I  wsa  shocked  at  the  altetation  dfaeeae  had 
fsade  in  the  onee  prima^-tooking  eaiL 

Dropsy 
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'^  How  on  earthy"  said  the  deqpl3r4]huh- 
]i^  idigor*  ^  d&d  you  find  that  secKt  oat  ?** 

*^  I  WM  preflBDt  whtti  doctor  Smglebm 
gine  up  htt  giigrdiaiwhipi  and  fi)llowed  to 
tlM(  bank  whete  yoa  lodged  the  twenty 
thoosaod  pounds  saved  di^rimg  your  mi- 
norily;  you  divided  fidily  with  8%mre 
Hugb*  ten  diousand  pounds  wefe  placed 
in  tbe  English  fundi^  tat  the  sdb  and  se- 
parate use  of  Hugh  ODowd ;  thefinioDe 
of  Ly dia,  fifly  thousand  pounds  waa  set- 
tled fay  your  fiitber  cm  younger  dnldienf 
wad  ia  now,  with  the  accumulated  interest 
of  thirteen  yeaifs^  the  portion  of  Fkm; 
this,  I  hope^  tvill  eenvinoe  a  nohie  lady 
of^Nnr  aoquamtane^  that  I  had  no  wiA  to 
impovaridi  her  fimiily  by  engpafting  an 
InA  beggar  <w  the  noUe  stodc  of  Hea- 
dierly ;  nor  shall  my  heir  enter  the  fiumly 
of  a  Scottish  Uard,  but  as  the  heir  of  the 
ancient  tod  honourable  house  of  Ounleer 

dumlddo. 

.^  Fagive  aae,  T&cy,  if  I  have  ddayed 
your  happiness;  it  was  only  to  esfcabliah  it 

more 
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jmo]tm  §ntSyz  if  I  wm  pioud^  waj  pnde 

vntB  die  resaH  o£  reason^      Every  where  I 

faconi  yem  merit  ackiiowiedged»  but  your 

bctfeditvy  iBnk  at  a  gentleman  always 

doafated;  jou  adcnowiedged  no  Idndfedl 

tie  an  eaorth,  and  those  who  envied  what 

they  eould  not  emuhite,   even  doubted 

your  chdms  to  honourable  bhrth.    You  re- 

mecnber  Cameron  of  Glenheather;  he  was 

one  of  Rosa's  wealthiest  suitors :  a  bitter 

saiaism,  uttered  by  the  dauntless  young 

kdrd^  first  drew  the  maiden  sword  of  Hn^ 

bert  O'NielL      Cameron  asserted   your 

birtfa  must  be  €^her  dishonourable  m*  ofa^ 

scure,  or  both ;  that  you  had  no  kmdred 

He,  or  friend,  or  fdlow  upon  earth,  but 

what  ehance  had  obtained  f<»r  you  in  Soot^ 

land.    The  eyes  of  Hubert  sparkled  with 

indignation  as  he  addressed  the  youthful 

ealumniatoiw^'  Mr.  Cameron,  you  are  mas* 

tor  of  the  sword;  I  wish  to  try  my  skill 

witb  yours,  even  at  the  Highland  broads 

swi>fd*-^n«ne  your  weapon.   Glenheather, 

unquafifiedas  unibunded  has  been  your 

aspersions 
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asposioiia  on  one  who  never  insulted  or 
off^ided  you ;  and  I  believe  you  to  be  too 
honourable  to  refuse  me  that  satisfiustion 
your  own  unbridled  libarty  of  speedi  has 
forced  me  to  demand ;  for  deeply  have  you 
wounded  every  feeling  of  my  heart,  in  the 
person  of  my  earliest  friend,  Mr.  -— ;' 

and  Hubert  addressed  the  laird  of , 

**  if  you  will  lend  me  a  sword,  I  will  pro- 
mise not  to  disgrace  the  weapon  accus- 
tomed to  a  nobler  hand.  You  only  have 
heard  the  insult  offered  to  captain  Packen- 
ham;  condescend- to  remain,  while  I  prove 
he  has  one  friend  to  stamp  these  accusa- 
tions false.' 

'*  Young  Cameron  was  hrave,  and  proud 
of  his  skill,  and  love  was  the  watchword 
to  conquest,  as  he  already  in  idea  tri- 
umphed over  the  humble  Hugh;  and  the 
gallant  Glenheather  earnestly  entreated 

Mr.  would  grant  the  request  .of 

ODowd,  and  promised,  in  a  soft  whiqper, 
he  would  use  his  vict<»y  with  lenity— > 
*  Nor  will  it  lessen  this  young  £dlow^ 

consequence,* 
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conseqaence/ proudly  remaricedifae  jouth- 
All  boaster,  *  to  have  measured  swords 
^th  Glenfaeather/ 

*  The  moment/  said  the  laird  of  , 
from  whom  I  learned  the  story  of  Hubert 
O'Nieirs,  calm  courage,  *  the  moment  I 
s^w  him  poise  the  sword,  I  knew  him 
master  of  the  weapon;  and  after  a  few 
passes,  with  an  effort  of  superior  skill,  he 
sprung  the  sword  out  of  Glenheather's 
hand,  who  stood  unarmed,  and  at  his 
mercy. — "  You  seem  to  have  been  out  of 
practice  lately^  Mr.  Cameron,"  said  Hur 
bert,  mildly ;  **  take  up  your  sword,  and 
hold  it  more  firmly,"  and  Hubert,,  with 
graceful  ease,  rested  on  his  own.' 

**  Cameron  was  generous  as  brave,  and 
the  reconciliation  which  took  place  be* 
tween  these  spirited  young  men  was  equal- 
ly  honourable  to  both ;  and  at  the  earnest 
request  of  Hugh,  the  quarrel  or  the  caut^ 
was  neva*  after  named.  I  had  a  di4<Mi|te4 
aooount  of  this  £encing-mateh,  I  may  caH 
ity!  from  Philip,  which  took  place  shortly 

before 
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before  you  1^  Seodand  fin*  DevonalMW» 
wliidi  strengtiieQed  my  resolve  never  t» 
allow  your  marriage  to  take  p}aiee»  tiH  wifeb 
equal,  if  not  superior^  claims  to  noUe  an- 
entry  you  eould  demand  your  promifled 
brides'' 

^  Oh,  my  faithful,  my  predoua  Hu^"* 
Mod  the  glowing  major,  ^  bow  ftr  bqrend 
praise  in  evay  way  has  been  your  unenr- 
ing  conduct!^ 

**  You  oertainly,  major  Fer^,  endea* 
voured  your  very  best  to  spoil  bim,"  said 
the  earl,  goodJiumouredly ;  •*  but  the 
wizard  contrived  to  keep  him  in  right  good 
wder.  You  need  not  be  making  up  that 
sour  face,  Tfetcy,  for  the  greatast  pbigiAe 
that  ever  mortal  man  was  plagued  with 
was  thai?  young  torment ;  bis  canting,  pray- 
ing,  devil-defying  phraseology  was  past 
dil  human  endurance ;  and  if  I  did  shake 
Mm,  and  puU  hk  hair,  I  had  no  other  waj 
to  tamie  or  make  him  dvil ;  but  be  always 
ratumed  greatly  the  worse  fior  the  ill  usage 
he  received  at  my  hands.     Mr.  Ferqr 

Packenham, 


PaektnhaBi^  was  I  to  pass  over,  like  a 
tome  pigeon^  the  resignation  he  prevailed 
on  you  to  send^  when  I  chose  you  to  re- 
main in  the  army?    and  Philip  yelled 
like  an  Indian^  when  I  insisted  he  should 
give  an  opiate  to  his  overgrown  darHqg, 
by  way  of  a  composinir  cordial.    Expect- 
i4 1  would  baveCe^  task  to  p«f^ 
both  with  the  knight  and  his  squire^  I  de^ 
t^rmined  to  give  master  Hugh  a  good  ma^ 
gioal  fright  at  once,  to  save  future  trouble. 
^  About  a  mile  firom  the  castle  ei  Mi; 

,  stood  a  ruinous  old  building,  oom- 

pletdy  isolated ;  and  in  this  old  remnant 
of  foimer  greatness  resided  a  wrinkled  hag; 
a  eow-doctress,  whd  kept  stewii^  herb* 
e<fnstantly  over  the  fire,  and  mutterung  t^ 
kttrsdf,  like  a  second  Hecate.  I  purchase 
ed  the  us^  of  her  oaatle  for  thrae  daya, 
rrfXti  more  money  than  her  drug^  and  her 
oastle  were  worth,  and  tlireatemd  to  boil 
her  m  her  own  stewpan  if  ever  she  breatb- 
tA  a  word  of  my  being  there,  and  eonfeas- 
ad  I  wanted  to  induce  a  ^rebellans  aon  to 

obedience 
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obedience  and  good  befaavionr.  I  had 
brought  with  me  fiom  Ireland  tupro  ade- 
scenes  of  a  pantomime,  ably  executed  by 
an  Italian  artist,  in  which  was  a  view  of 
Ae  infernal  regions;  and  infernal  was  the 
expression  of  every  horrid  countenance. 
Squire  Hugh  was  removed  in  his  sleep, 
placed  on  a  bed.  of  straw,  and  his  dis- 
mantled chamber  decorated  with  the  pas- 
times of  Pandemonium.  Never  shall  I  for- 
get his  waking  screams ;  he  really  fainted 
with  terror,  and  believed  all  was  reality 
around  him. 

**  Lucius  and  Mary  often  accompanied 
me  to  Scotland,  to  look,  at  kirk  or  fidr, 
on  the  blooming  boys,  fast  growing  into 
pianhood.  I  consented  Mary  should  take 
a  nearer  view  of  her  son,  provided  she 
would  wear  the  habit  of  a  witch,  and  con- 
ceal her  still  rose-and-KIy  complexion.  The 
next  morning  the  anxious  Mary  was  as 
yellow  as  a  gipsy ;  Philip  told  me  he  was 
quite  sure  master  Hugh  would  never  ei^ 
one  bit  till  he  saw  master  Percy  again. 

He 
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He  was  perfectly  right ;  my  threats,  and  the 
entreaties  of  Mary,  were  equally  unavail-* 
ing ;  eat  the  tormenting  young  imp  would 
not,  and  I  had  no  wish  ta  have  him  sick 
on  my  hands,  when  I  suddenly  thought 
on  the  stewpan  of  the  cow-doctress,  which 
I  saw  fuming  on  the  fire  five  minutes  be- 
fore. I  instantly  robed,  and  daubing  my 
hands  and  face  with  soot,  to  look  more 
hideous,  I  seized  the  infernal  mess,  the 
sm^U  of  which  was  enough  to  poison  old 
Satan  himself,  and  paraded  into  the  cham- 
ber of  master  Hugh,  who  was  now  in  a 
'good  bed,  and  a  good  breakfast  beside 
him,  if  he  chose  to  eat  it;  but  the  sight 
of  old  Meggy's  stewpan  performed  won- 
ders, and  one  flourish  of  the  ladle  was 
more  efiicacious  than  the  tears  of  the  gen- 
ttle  Maiy,  whb  really  believed  I  was  going 
to  throw  the  horrid  mess  down  her  pocnr 
boy's  throat.  Percy  became  amenaUe, 
and  squire  Hugh  was  restored  to  his  long- 
ing arms ;  colonel  Woodville  was  my  most 
~  iiidmate  firiend^  and  to  his  care  I  confided 

the 
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Ab  iokgodt  fjf  mf  prandcst  h<qpe^  way  iosdr 

^  Mmy  I  eak,  my  lord,  if  jou  wereBeir 
me  when  I  took  ill  on  tha  road  to  DevoB- 
shire?" 

''  I  travelled  mth  the  jregimait  fiwa 
8ootkind»  and  sttmmoned  doctor  Clements 
to  attend  yon,  who  has  aince  acknow- 
ledged he  had  iio  hop^  for  many  day%  of 
your  reoova-y.  Unbounded  was  my  vcu- 
tion,  when  chance  introduced  you  to  tfae 
marquis  of  Heatherly,  and  I  r^otoed  in 
the  sudden  €xd&  wliich  removed  you  at 
tlie  same  time  frmn  him  and  your  Scottish 
fii€Sid9;  but  the  eUmate  of  Jamaica  dis- 
s^l^eed  with  your  lovesick  oonstitutioi^ 
and  I  had  to  ccmsole  my  mind  with  aper- 
apective  view  of  anotb^  year's  toiment 

*'  After  you  I  po^ed  to  Cumberiand* 
and  witnessed^  in  ^e  habit  of  «  sailor, 
yoiir  meeting  with  the  marquis  of  Heathei^ 
J^;  your  precaution^  of  i^eaki^g  in  thp 
flpapJA  langHfigc;  preserved  not  the  sp- 
ent 6em  M»,  a«d  I  detenmaid  to  fm- 
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^serve  the  wife  of  your  cousin  from  insult 
and  from  injury.  The  real  character  of  the 
^gnora  da  Cortina  I  was  perfectly  inform* 
ed  of  a  few  months  before.  It  had  cost 
me  some  trouble  to  save  a  young  friend  of 
mine  from  the  despoliating  acts  of  this 
syren.  Your  opinion  of  the  wild  Irish 
was  at  this  period  very  flattering,  marquis—^ 
^16  cursedest  of  all  isles,  this  land  of  bogs 
and  bears,  of  brutes  and  blunders !" 

'*  Oh,  forgive  me,  lord  Dunleer,  and  let 
my  ignorance  obtain  the  pardon  of  my  ilU 
judging  folly ;  for  in  this  happy  isknd  I 
have  met  with  all  the  fascination  that 
could  iattract,  all  the  charms  that  could  se- 
cure the  heart  of  man.*" 

^  Flora,  we  have  to  thank  you^""  said  the 
eeirl,  bowing  with  mock  gravity  to  his 
niece,  **  for  this  compliinent  to  our  native 
Erin;  but  we  wiU  wave  fine  qteeches  for 
the  present,  marquis ;  time  weara,  and  the 
spirit  of  weariness  is  growing  fast  upon 
me. 
.    VOL.  III.  K  **  Determined 
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^  Detemiined  to  prevent  the  marriage 
of  my  nephew  for  another  year,  and  my 
nephew  determined  it  should  take  plao6 
in  a  few  weeks,  to  leave  England  at  tlm 
period  was  impossiye.  I  wrote  to  my 
trusty  and  welLbeloved  friends  the  liistory 
of  Rosabel  and  Henry,  nor  was  the 'con- 
duct of  her  noUe^niinded  cousin  sketched 
^ith  a  careless  hand.  Voluminous  I  mi^ 
call  the  packets  addressed  to  my  confede- 
rate fii^ids,  who  enteredi  heart  and  hand 
to  support  the  cause  of  innocence  and 
beauty. 

<<  It  was  no  difficult  task  to  find  ^xit 
the  person  appointed  to  secure  a  proper 
residence  for  lord  Ellesmere,  and  Mr.  - 


WM« 


readily  accepted  tbeoffer  of colond  OBriien, 
and  ^ood^atured  Frank  was  turned  out 
of  his  house  to  aeoommodate  lord  £Ues» 
mere.  The  apartments  of  lady  Fitzau- 
burne  ware  those  of  Miss  Hammecsley, 
and  the  ifigenious  Frank  contrived  to 
make  the  recess  a  door  of  communication 

between 


betw^n  the  two  houses,  should  any  ill 
treatment  make  the  disappearance  of  our 
sweet  Rosa  necessary. 

**  You  remember  the  handsome  foot* 
man,  marquis,  whose  language  and  man* 
jier  were  railitr  above  his  station,  who 
gave  you  the  card,  and  secured  the  apart- 
ments for  Rpsjabel  ?" 

*^  His  countenance  was  so  gratefully  re- 
gistered in  my  heart,  that  I  have  often 
graced  in  your  brdship's  features  a  strong 
family  resemblance;  but '  seek  not, search 
pot,*  prevented  my  making  any  inquiry 
j^fter^this  niy  first  benevolent  friend." 

**  It  was  Lucius  O'Niell,  the  father  of 
Hubert,  equipped  in  a  new  suit  of  Uvery^ 
intended  for  one  of  liis  own  servants. 

"  Rosabel  secured  from  every  evil,  as 
far  as  human  foresight  could  accomr 
.plish,  my  next  task  was  to  preveiit  the 
Icmg-projected  marriage  of  my  nephew; 
but  I  leave  it  to  Hubert  O'Niell  to  re- 
count  his  adventures  with  old  Beelzdimfa. 
Of  flattery  I  cannot  accuse  my  single*' 

K  2  hearted 
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hearted  godson.  I  detained  Hubert  pur* 
posely  in  Devonshire,  that  you  might 
have  leisure  to  cultivate  the  good  opinioiH 
Bnd  secure  the  affections,  of  your  unde 
and  cousin  for  Hugh  O'Dowd  beside  you ; 
a  tenth  part  of  your  regard  was  quite  suf* 
ficient  for  any  other  person. 

"  After  I  had  disposed  of  Hugh,  I  has*' 
tened  to  Scotland,  and  appeared  in  my  own 

name  and  rank  at  the  Castle  of .    I 

confessed  there  was  a  secret  attached  to 

your  birth,  and  entreated  Mr. would 

delay  tlie  marriage  of  his  daughter,  till  the 
allotted  time,  that  all  could ^  revealed 
with  honour,  and  pledged  my  sacred  ho- 
flour  he  would  find  the  rank  of  the  youth- 
ful bridegrooms  fully  equal  to  that  of  the 
beauteous  brides ;  and  gently  hinted  my 
astonishment  that  a  man  of  wealth  and 
power  like  hini  should  bestow  his  exqui- 
sitely*lovely  daughter,  his  only  child,  on  a 
young  man  devoid  of  kindred  ties  or  an- 
cestorial  rank,  or  that  dependent  Hugh 
0*Dowd,  who  could  not  even  tell  the 

place 
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l^ace  of  his  nativity,  should  win  his  favour 
and  liis  kinswoman. 

*  Virtue  and  honour  are  the  noblest 
boast  of  ancestorial  pride/  proudly  replied 
the  Scottish  chieflain.  *  I  have  chosen 
well  and  wisely  for  my  daughter:  the 
banner  of  Percy  in  the  shade,  or  in  the 
9iin,  will  still  be  supported  with  dignity, 
and  Hugh  O'Dowd  is  Percy's  kinsman  at 
least  in  worth  and  honour.  It  has  been 
asserted,'  and  the  still  handsome  face  of 
lady  Sabina  curved  into  angry  scorn, '  it 
has  been  reported  that  Sabina  prefers  proud 
and  lordly  ancestorial  bearings  to  the  sub* 
lime  virtues  of  the  heart,  and  perfect  purity 
of  conduct ;  but  my  actions  on  this  occasion 
will,  I  trust,  pro je  how  much  more  highly 
I  value  living  merit  than  dead  men's  bones^^ 
than  lordly  banners,  or  than  sculptured 
tombs,  not  but  I  give  to  noble  ancestry 
distinction  due;  yet  he  whose  every  ac- 
tion ennobles  the  name  he  bears,  should 
rank  with  princes  in  every  honest  heart, 
and  such  is  my  much-loved  Percy  and  his 

K  3  kinsman.. 
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kinsman.  Where  would  have  been  thi 
pride  of  Sabina  now — ^Iiumbled  to  the  ddst, 
childless  and  widowed,  but  for  these  noble 
sons  of  peerless  perfection ;  and  I  have 
often  grieved  that  Mabel  was  not  my 
daughter,  that  gallant  Percy,  graceful 
Hugh,  might  be  indeed  my  sons.' 

"  Yet  after  all  the  flourishing  of  th€ 
lady  Sabina,  I  could  perceive  the  intdli<^ 
gentre  I  brought  of  high-bbm  ancestiy» 
gave  a  higher  shade  of  dignity  to  her 
graoefhl  step;  while^  to  us<e  an  oriental 
phrase,  I  felt  sufficiefitly  wise  at  the  imv 
ment  to  kiss  the  dust  of  her  feet,  thbtigh 
certauily  none  appeared  on  her  white  satin 
slippers  I  gained  a  willing  kvk  fh)tn 
each  lovely  gf rl,  as  I  twined  the  emenikl 
wreath  through  their  silken  hair,  and  clasp- 
ed  the  necklace  on  their  snowy  bosoms ; 
and  I  returned  to  Ireland  with  a  heart 
•  .^  glowing  with  thankful  pride. 

**  With  all  the  profound  wisdom  of  hu- 
man  calailation,  I  determined  on  making 
Flora  the  wife  of  her  supposed  brother* 

Liucius 
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Ijudas  O'Brien;!  speak  hb  eulc^um, 
Perqr,  when  1  esteemed  him  worthj  of 
youi'  aster;  and  I  never  suffinred  my 
adopted  dau^ter  to  mingk  in  soetety,  till 
I  could  bestonir  her  on  the  husband  of  my 
dioioe.  Such  wmimy  wke  arnuigement; 
but  Lttduff  thought  proper  to  aitange  mat* 
tet$  otherwise,  and  choose  a  wife  for  him- 
ad£  I  took  Fknra  with  me  to  Wales,  and 
^Ifaving  ascertained  you  were  comj^letely 
aatiafiid.to  remain  with  your  ulMsle,  I  re* 
tuined  to  Hubert  Castle. 

^  Lady  Fitzaubume  wds  now,  by  the 
fricsnfiy  preeautien  of  doetcH*  Clements, 
diiefly  oon&ied  to  her  own  apartments, 
and  I  could  not  r^se  the  entreaties  of 
Mn^  O'Brien  to  give  the  sweet  and  gentle 
girl  the  society  of  Flora;  and  a&  I  had 
previously  met  her  ladyship  at  my  sister's, 
I  fiequently  obtruded  myself  for  an  hour 
or  two,  to  vary  her  otherwise  nearly  soli* 
tary  sedunon.  Frank  was  femous  for 
mrtkn^  peepholes,  and  he  contrived  one 
in  the  recess^  through  which  we  could  as- 

K  4  certain^ 


certain,  uDobsarved,  if  the  iitting-room  of 
lad  J  Rosabd  wa»  unoocupied  by  vkitor& 
This  fitted  moin  the  reoeflv  cx>iicealed  the. 
marquis  of  Heatherly^  and  it  was  post  his 
ursual  hour  of  retiring  from  the  apartments 
of  his  cousin.  The  monnent  Flora  per- 
ceived his  lordship,  she  came  to  prevent 
Hiy  entrance ;  and  weary  of  holding  the 
spring  against  his  persevering  hand,  the 
wizard  voice  preserved  our  secret,  and  I 
determined  the  marquis  and  Flom  should 
never  meet  again,,  till  she  became  the  wife 
of  Lucius  0*Brien. 

.  ^  Three  weeks  after  this  fixed  resolve 
was-  taken,  Lucius  came  to  Hubert  Castle, 
Iiis  hee  glowing  with  happiness ;  and  with^ 
out  harbotiring  a  doubt  of  my  compliance, 
asked  for  my  ward  Ro»na  Hammersley 
in  marriage.  The  greatest  act  of  self'Com- 
mand  I  ever  yet  could  boc&st,  was  ooneeal- 
ing  at  this  moment  the  disappointment  I 
experienced.  The  most  fastidious  could  not 
disapprove  the  selection  O'Brien  had  made; 
Kosina  was  young,  lovely^  and  aocom« 

plished. 
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plished.  every  way  worthy  of  his  love,  and 
her  fortune  as  large,  if  not  superior  to  that 
ef  his  supposed  sister.  An  uncle  of  her 
Other's  had  left  his  India-accumulated  for- 
tune between  the  sisters ;  and  this  union 
was  agreed  to  take  place,  when  lady  Fitz- 
aabume  was  restored  to  her  husband. 

*•  This  was  fated  to  be  a  season  of  surprise.. 
The  next  morning  brought  sir  Arthur 
0*£> wyer  so,  full  of  rapturous  ecstacy,  so 
incoherent,  yet  so  happy,  that  I  asked,  in 
no  very  sweet  temper  from  my  recent  dis- 
appointment,, if  a  mad  ass  had  bit  him  by 
the  way  ? 

^  l*d  as  lief  meet  an  ass  as  a  bear,  cousin 
ny  lord  Dunleer,'  said  the  half-ofiended 
baronet^  '  fi)r,  to  my  mind,  an  ass  is  the 
most  agreeable  and  best-natured  brute  of 
the  two." 

'*  Unwilling  to  offend  this  pearl  of  all  his 
tribe,  I  lured  back  the  smiles,  to  the  opea 
brow  of  sir  Arthur^  and  beard,  with  equal 
pleasure  and  surprise,,  that  ^Sedora  Ham* 
mersley,  the  eldest  of  the  two  girls,,  had 
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fixed  her  atfections  on  my  worthy  Ions* 
man.  Rosina  had  revealed  the  secret  to 
her  lover ;  and  Lucius,  as  he  disclosed  the 
tale  of  secret  love,  half  trembled  lor  the 
sanity  of  sir  Arthur,  his  joy  was  so  excessive 
'  *  Only  think,  my  cousin  young  Ludus 
O'Brien,  the  little  girl  I  loved  so  long  and 
so  dearly,  and  all  too  Without  a  hopc^ 
should  tfaigk  of  loving  me,  seeing  I  am 
twelve  years  oWer,  and  no  way  polished 
in  the  way  of  making  fine  speeches/  And 
while  the  delirium  of  delight  still  whirled 
through  his  brain,  the  baronet  posted  to 
Hubert  Castle,  to  ask  the  consent  of  her 
guardian,  as  in  duty  bound.  Unqualified 
was  that  consent.  Medora  had  chosen 
well  and  wisely.  Miss  Ilammersley  was 
one  of  those  soft  charmers,  the  generous 
temper  of  sir  Arthur  would  delight  to  che- 
rish and  protect;  and  with  every  prospect 
of  happiness  for  my  beautiful  wardsy  Mr. 
Gordon  commenced  arranging  their  mar- 
riage-settleinents ;  and  without  a  sigh  for 
their  futui-e  welfare,  I  saw  this  double 

union 
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isiiiion  take  place  two  days  before  I  left 
Ireland. 

**  A  few  dajH  after  tbki  vbifc  ftom  sit 

Arthur  ODwyer,  as  I  sit,  witb  vexation^ 

ef  spirit,  reflecting  on  thie  vaiutjes  c»f  tlds; 

Aeth^  world,  doetor  Ckments  onde  hir 

appearatiee.    He  seemed  ill  at  ease»  dis*- 

piritedy  and  unhappy ;  and  I  soon  learned 

I  bad  a  new  scene  of  vexation  to  e^ioomi- 

ter  in.  the  sndden  and  unexpected  attach* 

ment  of  the  maiquis  of  Heatherly ;  for  I 

eould  no  more  reveal  the  birth  of  Florae 

than  that  <^  h&c  brother ;  nor  should  tbia 

child  of  my  heart,  this  danghter  of  my 

adoption,  my  second  Flom  O'Brien,  ever 

enter  any  &mily  unacknowledged  by  her 

eWn. 

**  Determined  the  wanton  Weath  of  the 
srgiiora  da  Cortina  should  never  fan  the 
innoeent  cheek  of  my  darlingb*  I  s^luded 
her  chie%  at  Hubert  Castle ;  and  there  I 
determined  she  should  remain,  tiU  her  bixv 
ther  had  completed  his  twenty-^third  year ; 
kit  the  agCM^y  endured  by  doctor  Cle- 

]l6  mentS|, 
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ments  compelled  me  to  accede  to  hi$ 
wishes^  for  he  as  deeply  deplored  the  fiite 
c^  his  youthful  favourite,  as  if  the  maiquis 
was  already  in  his  cofiin,  the  Tictica  of 
hopeless  love,  and  confessed  he  had  passed 
a  sleepless  ni^t,  to  devise  some,  means  to 
relieve  this  fife-eonsuming  malady  of  the 
youthful  lord.  The  good  doctor  seemed 
shocked  at  my  infidelity ;  for  though  I  ac« 
knowledged  love  might  ^nbitter,  it  never 
yet  eut  short  the  days  of  man — I  spoke 
from  e}cperience,  for  I  loved-— dii,  how  sin-^ 
cerely !  I  lost  in  heauty^s  early  bloom  the 
idol  of  my  sours  affections ;  and  though  I 
suffered  days  of  bitterest  anguish,  yet  years. 
of  sockl  hap|»nesa  were  mine. 

'^  The  cogitations  of  doctor  Clements 
during  the  {H*ecedtng  night  brought  forth 
the  wizard  plan,  and  wearied  by  his  en- 
treaties, combined  with  those  of  eoionet 
O'Brien,  I  consented  to  i^pear  ia  wizard 
guise ;  and  the  promise  I  made  at  tliat 
moment  I  never  had  cause  to  repent. 

''  TksLt  promise,  earl  oSColdhEOok^I  call 

on 
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on  you  to  fulfil!  bestow  this  chemhed* 
girl»  this  bright  reward  of  all  his  virtues, 
on  your  nephew,  Percy  Packenham !    I 
call  on  you  to  salute  the  marquis  of  Hea* 
therly  as  a  brother  worthy  of  your  love." 
Again  must  we  lament  the  want  of  ap 
propriate  language,  to  display  the  grate- 
ful feelings  of  this  happy  party  to  the  ex*^ 
cellent  lord  Dunleer. 

^*  My  friends,"*  said  the  nearly-exhaust* 
ed  earl,  **  I  next  refer  you  to  Hammersley 
for  the  metamorphosis  <^  the  deer-park.. 
To-morrow  morning  I  shall  not  meet  you 
at  breakfast ;  when  agitated  or  fatigued",  I 
always  take  a  few  hours  additional  repose,: 
and  I  wish  to  appear  in  unwearied  health 
and  happiness  to  the  highly- valued  friends^ 
I  expect  to  meet  here  to-morrow." 

The  next  morning,  light  as  the  feather*^ 
ed  Mercury,  Hammersley  entered  %h^ 
chamber  of  l<»d  Dunleer,  followed  by  the 
as  light  but  agitated  footsteps  of  Hubett 
p'NielL  The  earl  was  awake,  and  Hubert 
knelt  beside  the  <^uch  of  his  godfathep--- 

**  Forgive 
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*^  Forghre  me^  lord  Dutiicer,''  he  softljr 
said»  *'  and  let  my  ignoraiiee  plead  the 
a|>ol<^  for  my  oflfences.  I  knew  not^ 
when  I  defied  the  wizard's  power,  that  I 
was  iiisultmg  the  steady  friend  of  my 
firthar^s  bitter  adversity,  t^  whom  he  not 
only  owes  the  present  independence  he  en-- 
joys,  but  the  blessing  of  a  dying  father,, 
infinitely  more  precious  to  a  virtuous  heart. 
yor]^ve  me,  lord  Sunleer,  for  my  father's 
sake,  the  living  monument  of  your  vit^ 
tnes  and  your  bounty,  or  I  never  will  for- 
give myself." 

The  greatly-agitated  earl  pressed  the 
sensitive  Hubert  to  his  bosom — *^  Son  of 
my  only  surviving  brotheri  worthy  of 
such  a  father,  I  have  nothing  to  blame~ 
nothing  to  pardon ;  be  ever  thus,  and  be 
the  pride  of  your  father's  heart,  a  crown  of 
honour  to  bis  head:  bat  remember  the 
humility  praise wortliy  in  Hugh  ODowd 
is  no  longer  necessary—would  be  mean- 
ness,  in  Hubert  O^Niell.'* 
-  **  Accuse  me  not  of  too  much  humili^; 

-I  fear,. 
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I  feaf)  my  1ord»  it  might  more  properly  be 
called  the  pure  essence  of  pride,  that  would 
not  be  made  more  humble  than  my  for* 
tune.  I  dreaded  to  outstep  my  original 
iheanriess^  lest  the  correction  due  to  up- 
start insolence  might  follow,  and  I  felt  a 
wounded  spirit  was  not  to  be  borne.  If 
major  Packenham  could  not  escape  the 
tongue  of  malevolence,  what  liad  I,  the 
creature  of  his  bounty,  to  expect?  and  I 
daily  i*epeated  over  in  my  own  mind  the 
lessens  of  humility  inculcated  by  my  then- 
unknown  parents,  and  earnestly  endea^ 
voured  to  walk  steadily  in  that  path  des* 
tined  for  me  to  tread." 

"  My  young  philosopher,''  said  the  smil- 
ing  earl,  *^  your  trials  of  humility  are  now 
over ;  be  ever  thus  t  depart  not  from  the 
just  principles  which  have  hitherto  guided 
your  actions,  and  continue  an  ornament  of 
rectitude  to  the  noble  name  you  bear, 
which  I  proudly  believe  will  never  be  dis- 
honoured by  you .  Hammersley^you  have 
my  heartfelt  thanks ;  but  we  will  i^ak  6f 

this 
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this  at  a  more  appropriate  season.  I  would 
again  seek  repose:  let  me  not  sleep  too 
long;  you  know  the  hour^  my  faithful 
confidant'* 

The  earl  again  took  the  hand  of  his  god* 
fion»  and  the  grateful  Hubert  pressed  the 
forgiving  hand,  as  he  esteemed  it»  with 
thankful  agitation  to  his  bosom.  Ham* 
mersley  smoothed  the  pillow^  settled  the 
nightcap,  aiid  disposed  the  oouch  of  Iwd 
Dunleer  as  most  conducive  to  repose ;  then 
playfully  kissing  his  forehead,  bid  him  go 
to  sleep  like  a  good  child^  and  be  would 
call  him  in  proper  time. 

"  Happy  Mr.  Hammersley,"  said  the 
jadmiring  Hubert,.  "  that  can  make  every 
one  do  just  as  you  please,  you  are  so  good^ 
so  fl^cinating.'*^ 

**  We  have  no  time  fbr  compliments  at 
present,  cousin  of  minCy'^saidHammersleyy 
taking  the  arm*  of  O'Niell.  **  I  have  ask* 
ed  major  Paekenham  to  breakfast  with  us 
at  the  Grove ;  I  see  him  even  now  parading 
the  lawn,  anxious  to  embrace  his  new<- 
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ibund  kindred,  and  I  feel  all  anxious  to 
dedare  how  famously  you  escaped  the 
clapper*dawing  ci  old  Beelzebub.'' 

•♦  Oh,  Mr.  Hammersley,  if  you  haveapy 
pity  for  the  contrition  I  feel,  repeat  my 
foUy  no  more,  or  I  shall  dread,  as  much  as 
I  admire  and  love  you ;  let  me  not  look 
with  terror  on  the  heart-winning  smile  of 
him  Mrho  was  the  first  harbinger  of  unex« 
pected,  unthought*of  joy  to  my  heart 
widi  dread,  lest  that  smile  should  change 
to  the  general  laugh  of  ridicule,  excited 
by  his  well-told  tale  of  my  ignorance  and 
folly.- 

^  You  are  the  first,  Hubert  0*Niell,  that 
ever  thought  Frank  Haramersley  ill-na- 
tured* Set  your  heart  at  rest ;  that  man 
breathes  not  the  vital  air  that  should  in- 
sult or  ridicule  you  in  my  presence,  even 
though  your  sword  was  incompetent  to 
guard  the  life  and  hcmour  of  its  master ; 
fear  not,  my  too-sensitive  kinsman;  the 
mirth  of  Hammersley  has  always  been 
unmixed  with  satire,  and  on  my  fkith  and 
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honour,  all  the  r&mofito  rad  c^ontiitidil  yoif 
so  Jce^nly  feel  for  ufiistentionid  errcMr;  if 
^rror  it  can  be  called/  would  be  inj  owd» 
if  by  i»wuttoil$  gidety  I  should  wound  a 
heart  so  pure  aital  guileless^ 
.  **  How  rich  in  kindred  doe»  tfai»  morb* 
iifg  tnake  me!"  said  the  glowing  HitBa^ 
tnersleyi  as  he  pressed  with  graoe&i  fer- 
vour the  hand  of  taajorFfeidifenlmm.  ^Wa$ 
I  not  proph^ie»  m£t|or»  wheti  I  said  a 
strangt^r  Umgue  should  teU*  a  sttang^ 
story?  and  who  shidl  deny  Hubarfe  0*]fiell' 
i$  truly  and  indeefd  itky  ebiislti?  Cbn^' 
fess  the  truth,  good  cousin  Percy  t  Bto^ 
knowledge  you  beB«vedFratokHai»i&ers^ 
1^  to  be  a  poetdkhig  prtfferi  sporttve^^ 
minded,  to  deceive  the  half-^lievhig 
HubeHu'' 

*'  The  profundity  of  yoinr  wisdom  W8» 
far  beyond  the  readi  of  fiincy's  sketch, 
niost  pot^t,  wise^  discerning  miljor.  I 
will  acknowledge,  my  sportive  oonsin, 
the  surpnsd  was  far  outbalaaioed  by  the 
{deasure  I  experienoed,  as  I  heard  the  prcK 
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plMttc  wmtls  of  Hammer^ley  bcmfirn^ed 
the  certainty  of  being  allied  to  so  much 
exoelidnce  as  his." 

**  Sweet  are  the  honeyed  words  of  jpraite^" 
replied  the  gaily-smiling  Frank ;  **  but  I 
feel  a  keener  appetite  at  present  for  more 
substantial  food,  and  so,  my  gentle  coz» 
let  us  to  breakfast." 

**  But  teU  lAe,  H^unoleraley,  are  the 
two  gentle  Httle  girls,  Mllry  and  £¥elifta 
(XNiell,  that  Hubert  and  I  Used  to  deeo^ 
rate  with  flowers,  as '  they  led  the  in&nt 
Flbra  on  the  lawn<^^are  thiy  grown'  up 
with  all  the  loveliness  theii^  early  btauty 
promised?'* 

**  They  are  indeed  most  lovely,  uilited 
to  men  of  worth  and  fortune,  equal  to  the 
most  sanguine  wishes  of  their  friends'. 
Mary  met  at  an  assembly  in  Banbraiie  Mr; 
Mansell,  a  dashing  young  barrister  of  good 
fortune,  and  great  professional  talent,  ne-* 
phew  to  the  late  husband  of  old  princesci 
Bttsty  Fusty.  He  was  charmed  with  the 
nieek-eyed  Mary,  followed  the  chamwr 

to 
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to  her  ibther*s  house,  and  they  were  soo» 
after  married.  Without  preface,  he  brought 
his  bride  to  visit  her  every-way  great  aunt, 
and  old  royalty,  surprised  into  this  meet- 
ing, condescended  to  extend  the  ofive;- 
branch.  The  fact  is,  lady  Hieldehrand 
was  too  worldly,  wise  to  quarrel  with  a 
relation  who  was  useful  and  respectful, 
and  would  not  be  ofF^ided  in  the  person 
of  his  Mary.  Evelina  came  on  a  visit  to 
her  sister,  and  Mrs.  Mansell,  in  this  lovely 
young  creature,  saw  her  own  early  beauties 
again  restored  to  an  admiring  world.  '  Joy 
seized  her  withered  veins/  and  for  this  se* 
cond  Evelina  M'Dermot,  for  so  the  sister 
6f  Hubert  was  named,  the  early  disobedi- 
ence of  her  mother  was  forgiven.  In 
Fara's  Hall  the  heir  of  lord  ConoUy  first 
met  this  unassuming  rose  of  beauty.  The 
harp  sounded,  as  in  days  of  yore,  at  tbe 
nuptial  feast,  and  the  setting  sun  of  the 
haughty  Mile^an  dame  shone  with  meri« 
dian  splendour  oh  that  day  her  heiress  was 
married  in  the  true  Milesian  line  of  noble 
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ancestry.  My  asters  were  her  bridemaids. 
Three  days  after,  sir  Lionel  and  lady  Ogle- 
by  witnessed  their  happy  nuptials.  Ho- 
race, the  seoond  son  of  Mr.  O'Niell,  has 
just  entered  college;  two  bantling  boys  of 
three  and  four  years  old  remain  at  Win* 
terton  Abbey  with  their  parents ;  and  now, 
s'^eet  iHeud,  if  you  love  me,  ask  no  more 
questions,  for  I  am  half-famished  with  hun- 
ger, and  Hubert  must  be  in  an  actual  state 
of  stanration*" 

His  grief  was  so  excessive,  he  could  eat 
no  bread  till  restored  to  the  favour  of  lord 
X>unleer»  whom  he  had  so  grievously,  yet 
so  unintentionally  offended.  The  eyes  of 
Packenham  and  Hammersley  met  the  ex* 
pression ;  the  language  of  both  was  the 
same,  that  Hubert  was  the  most  aggrieved, 
the  most  offended  of  the  two. 

After  breakfast,  major  Packenham  men- 
tioned the  promise  made  by  lord  Dunleer, 
that  Hammersley  would  relate  the  meta- 
morphosis of  the  Grove,  and  they  proceeded 
to  Eknwood  Castle.    Hubert  0*Niell  no 
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on  equal  termfi^  Thpugb  atill  modest  and 
unassuming^  he  felt  the  delightful  sen^a- 
tion  glowing  at  hjis  be^rt»  that  he  was  inde^ 
tb^  son  of  Maryj^th^  near  relation,  divested 
of  the  baton  bar  of  the  nobly-descended 
iHammersley,  the  son  of  that  self-^ioobled 
father  whose  every  action  dignified  his 
station.  Modest,  yet  unabated,  Hubert 
O'Niell  reod.ved  the  coogintulations  of  the 
Elmwood  party,  and  Hammei^  com* 
menoed  bi^  promised  explanation  of  the 
suddenly-changed  grove., 

^*  When  my  guardian  asked  me  to  visit 
Walesa  I  knew  in  my  soul  I  was  turned 
out  of  Ireland  for  bad  behaviour;  but  lord 
Dunle^  dothed  his  wishes  in  such  a  hidi- 
day  garment*  that  I  could  not  refuse  to 
put  it  on,  eagerly  anxious  to  wear  any 
garb  conducive  to  the  happiness  of  so  much 
excellence  as  his.  The  secrecy  imposed 
on  my  guardian  by  lord  Coldbrook*  ex- 
tended no  &rther  than  to  ccmceal  &om  the 
children  of  his  brother  thrir  near  affinity 

to 
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4»  the  noUe  houses  of  Coldbrook  and  Duni.- 
leer.     His  lordship  declared  anxiety  often 
l^ecame  agoily,  when  he  refleeted  that  he 
jsiust  appear  to  these  young  men,  pater- 
nally beloved,  each  of  whom  he  esteemed 
as  the  son  of  a  mudi^loved  brother,  as  a 
-severe    t^sk-master,    a    haish  and  eruei 
guardian,  who  crushed  every  opening  joy, 
every  blossom  of  hope,  in  their  young  and 
lionoomUe  hearts;  and  as  I  listened  to 
his  &iry  legend  of  hitherto-^unknown  re« 
lative  ties,  I  pitied,  I  admired,  but  lov^ 
him  more  than  ever. 

^  To  you,  Hammersley,  I  can  trust  the 
charge  of  removing  from  the  mind  of  Percy 
aod  bis  cousin  the  dislike,  the  hatred^  they 
must  feel  to  him  who  crossed  their  fimdeat 
hopes,  and  wearied,  with  tyxannic  power^ 
their  k>ng-eaduring  piatience;  and  t^U 
t^em,  Hammersley,  iny  own  he«rt  bled 
at  the  torments  I  inflicted~4hat  a  frown 
on  either  polished  browj,  when  they  know 
my  8ec»^  will  t^  my  quiek-^feding  (leart 
Aiat  I  have  toitured.  beyond  fevgiveness.. 

Lure 
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Lure  from  the  guileless  Hubert  every  Be- 
cret  of  his  heart— teach  him  to  love  the 
bosom  friend  of  his  father;  and,  for  tliat 
&ther^8  sake,  oh,  may  his  angry  detesta* 
tion  of  the  wizard  be  blotted  out  for  ever ! 
Into  your  hands,  Hammersley,  I  commit 
my  cause;  I  am  not  used  to  supplicate — 
refuse  me  not,  my  kinsman ;  the  mission 
on  which  I  send  you  is  very  near  my 
heart :  fasdnating  boy,  win  for  me»  as  you 
can,  the  love,  the  confidence,  the  fwgivew 
tiess  of  your  cousins.' 

.  ^  So  flattered,  so  caressed^  what  could 
I  do  but  readily  obey  ?"  Then  suddenly 
taking  a  hand  of  each-^*'  Let  me  not  plead 
in  vain^  my  newly-recovered,  my  highly* 
valued  kinsman ;  let  not  my  guardian  sup* 
pose  in  you  I  have  lost  the  power  of  pleas* 
ing,  or  that  his  cause  was  entrusted  to  a 
careless  or  un  wortliy  hand ;  or,  worse  than 
aP,  he  should  be  made  to  feel  those  hearts, 
which  he  proudly  believes  enshrined  in 
every  virtue,  should  harbour  res^itment 
for  actions  enforced  by  a  solemn  oath*  Ke» 
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XBemher^  Tercy,  his  conduct  to  your  pa- 
rents, when  he  resigned  the  rich  bequest 
of  colonel  Padcenhaoi,  to  secure  their  wed- 
ded happiness ;  and  but  for  his  fast-rooted 
friendship,  his  second  brother,  Ludus 
O'Nlell,  had  never  met  a  dying  father's 
blessing — had  never  known,  ungifted  with 
toil,  the  blessings  of  independence — ^had 
seen  his  daughters  wedded  in  that  rank 
suited  to  their  birth  and  beauty .*" 

**  Oh,  say  no  more,  thou  fascinating 
pleader!  I  can  answer  fw  Hubert  as  my- 
self no  ck>ud  shall  ever  rest  upon  our 
brow  in  the  presence  of  lord  Dunleer — ^we 
wiU  rem^aber  nothing  but  his  afiection, 
bis  un&ding  friendriiip  to  our  parents,  his 
unceasing  guardian  care  and  kindness  to 
oursdves." 

''  Thanks,  kinsman,  thanks  !*'  gaily  ex- 
claimed Hammersley,  endeavouring  to 
flourish  off  witli  theatrical  rant  the  sensi- 
bility which  glow^  on  every  feature; 
**  but  short  is  the  space  allowed  for  gloss- 
ing words,  for  I  must  relate  my  fairy  le- 
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gend  of  the  Grove  ere  I  awake  isLy  guar* 
dian,  and  time  wears  apaee.*--When  the 
Grove  became  the  property  of  ks  present 
possessors,  I  was  ordered  by  lord  Dunleer 
to  Cumberland :  the  old  deaf  gavd^ier  and 
his  stupid  wife  made  little  opposition  to 
my  will ;  where  eloqnefnce  ihiled,  gold  was 
an  aIl.powerful,  aU^nvineing  argument; 
and  I  became,  with  little  trouble,  the  sdf- 
allotted  agent  of  lady  Rosabel  Melross,  to 
make  the  alterations  projected  so  many 
years  before  by  the  great-grandfather  of 
lord  Fitzauburne.  A  London  arcMted; 
of  great  ability,  met  me,  by  the  order  of 
lord  Dunleer,  at  the  Grove,  and  our  task 
was  soon  accomplished ;  a  sufficient  num- 
ber of  workmen  were  employed  to  make 
it  seeta  almost  the  work  of  magie,  our 
task  was  so  speedily  completed.  The  cm- 
ginal  plan  of  the  late  lord  Coldbrook  was 
exactly  followed,  except '  where  a  trifling 
deviation  ino^ased  the  scenic  beauty*** 

*'  But  tell  me,   dearest  Hammerdey, 
^  how  your  guardian  got  poissession  of  diat 
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}^fi ;  my  grandfather  valued  it  so  highly^ 
that  he  made  me  promise,  ahnost  in  his 
dying  hour,  that  no  eye  should  see,  no 
hand  receive  it  from  me,  till  this,  his  long« 
cherished  fancy,  was  about  to  be  accom- 
plished, which  a  magician  told  him  would 
^  take  phce  during  my  life,  and  darkly 
hinted— ^tfae  pkn  was  in  itself  a  magic  gift, 
a  potent  spell  to  further  oii  his  wishes." 

«  Lord  Dunleer,  tlien  Hubert  Q'Niell, 
lemfdhed  for  mitfiy  days  dkguised  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  Elmwood,  and  sketched 
that  plan,  cdoured  by  a  master's  hand, 
jnow  in  your  lordship's  possession.  The 
next  time  lord  Coldbrook  came  to  Devon- 
shire^ c^tain  O'Niell  assumed  the  magic 
.robe,  and  gave  the  drawing  into  his  hand, 
of  which  he  retained  an  exact  copy.  Our 
work  went  on  fitmously ;  but  how  to  re- 
move the  wall,  without  our  secret  being 
discovered,  equally  pnsssled  the  London 
architect  and  the  wild  Irishman ;  but  the 
genius  of  Ireland  finally  prevailed.  I  of-* 
dered  a  wooden  screai  to  be  made,  of 
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the  same  height  and  length  as  the  park 
wall,  painted  and  dashed  to  look  exactly 
similar ;  and  in  the  dead  of  night  we  placed 
it  about  four  feet  beyond  the  wall,  in  lord 
ColdlH*ook'»  park.  The  master's'  eye  was 
wanting  to  detect  the  deception ;  all  suc- 
ceeded to  our  wishes^  and  at  the  midnigfaft 
hour  we  removed,  as  we  bad  fdaced^  the 
screen.  The  deer,  selected  for  their  varied 
beauty  by  lord  Dunleer,  were  given  to 
range  at  large  the  wide-extended  park, 
and  vegetative  vied  with  animated  nature 
for  pre-eminence  in  beauty.  Before  he 
left  Ireland,  lord  Dunleer  wrote  to  his 
northern  friends,  to  inform  them  ci  the 
birth  and  parentage  of  Percy  and  his  cou- 
sin ;  and  ere  you  meet  again,  the  benevo- 
lent  laird,  the  lofty  but  noble-minded  lady 
Sabina,  will  have  withdrawn  the  CHTtain 
which  concealed  your  proud  and  lordly 
ancestorial  bearing.  But  I  can  stay  no 
longer  to  flourish  in  typical  figurative 
language  to  your  charmed  ears,  for  I  must 
to  my  lord  Dunleer,  my  very  wotthy  and 
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approved  good  guardian;  and  remember, 
gallant  Percy,  I  expect  your  promised 
sunny  smile  to  greet  the  noUe  eail  your 
uncle."  ** 

**  Are  yon  the  only  &Toured  mortal, 
Hainmersky,  allowed  to  enter  the  diamber 
of  lord  Dunleer?  would  his  lordship 
deem  it  intranon,  if  Hubert  and  I  were 
your  companions  ?" 

^Not  the  least  lotruaon!.  no;  it 
would  bestow  cm  Ins  heart  unqualified, 
delighted  grattfication  ;**  tben  eagerly  tak- 
ing an  arm  of  each,  he  huiTied  out  of  the 
room,  his  joyous  countenance  beaming 
with  the  pleasure  he  was  so  anxious  to 
impart  to  the  bosom  of  his  guardian. 

**  What  a  noble^looking  creature  Ham- 
mersley  isT  sand  lord  Coldbrook;  ^  noble 
in  mind  as  finrm*  With  what  sensitive 
care  he  avoided  every  unpleasant  retro* 
spectimi !  yet  in  his  promised  explanation 
nothing  was  dt&AeaV* 

The  countonance  of  lord  Dunleer,  as 
he  entered  the  room  with  his  young  oom- 
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panioouf,  spoke  jnhemt  a|:  pewe  vnA  inm*' 
self  and;  att  i]iaitkif|fll>-/'  Tbk  toa  is  thy 
work,  healrt-iviniiing:  HanNKKnley,''  said 
lord  CoHbrook ;  **  how  justly,  dearest  Fkva, 
k  your  oonsin  the  idol  o£  hisr  finnily  T 

**  Tbe  spirit  of  impatience  is  T«y  busy 
with  you^  Franks"  said  londt  Dunleer,  as 
he  obsemd  Ibiii.  erery  secoiHl  ndimfee  con- 
sulting his  watch,  and  strottt|iiiig  fioip 
window  to  window ;  *^  you  wont  see  tady 
Honors  O'Dwyer  IJkem  tw«^  boors.** 

"  i^njphetof^vilt'^  €Kfkim^  the  spw- 
tive  ¥f$tak,  ^  tibe  maid  I  feel  most  ansjous 
to  bebdd  appRxidiesr  and^fae  dashad  out 
of  the  roomy  with  a  step  as.  hg^t  and  joy- 
ous as  his  beart 

'^  Hfl^ppy  Mr.  Hamsnwsley,''  sighed 
Hubert  O^Niell;  the  raspensavie  s%h  of 
majec  Pai^enham  confessed  the  disap* 
poantiAent  both  bad.  exptsinKed;  tfa^ 
looked  1^  fer  tbe  k^idred  of  t^e  pmmised 
bride  of  Hammerdsy  in  Iflie  ^pectod 
guasfaiof  lord  DuaAeea-* 

HansDGrdby  soon  netnndd^  lady  Sdii- 
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tia  linclaKf  kanilig  on  Iw  atan;  Ctuig 
Koslin  supported  the  timid  steps  of  his 
besuteous  daughter-^iOf  the  modesty  blusb- 
ing,  bonny  M abeL  Lady  Sabitili  hastily 
approached,  took  the  hand  of  Hiibert,  and 
presented  her  ghmltig  cheek.--*^^  Sdute 
youroou^,  Hubert  0*Nioll ;  1jv«  ard  »o 
ikiMiff  kindred;  tny  mother  Wm  a  H^m- 
mersley,  aunt  to  the  late  brave  atid  gal- 
lant general;  how  Muld.  I  doubt  you  were 
of  gentle  bkiod,  my  khimian,  whcfn  every 
aetionfi^keth€itraenobfliCy^soiil?  For- 
give me,  Percy ;  forgive  your  doting  md- 
^tm,  if  she  has  &«t  addmaied  year  ooasin. 
Toyoalnevev  wias  defldent  in  courtly 
courte^,  but  ga<ve  you  noik  ios  rank  in 
equal  lordly  bearing;  but  my  ^mn  kkis- 
man,  the  pteserver  of  my  fausbandr  the 
prinodly-desoended  Hubi^,  tras  tresAed 
in  the  castle  hall  of  his  own  kinswoman*-^ 
g£  SffUna  lindstty^  as  su  f$ap,  fo-off  cousin 
-was  a  seeond'ioted  kinsmfm,  if htfe  ttre 
youth  ^  of  royal  birth  ihight  faitve  abood 
proodly.  fowmosl.''  j 
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